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My  DKAR  FliANK  : 

'I'o  you,  ill  our  l)uyhoo(l  days,  1  hrin;;^  the  work  that  1  have  hnished,  for 
approval. 

Since  tlic  time,  now  years  ago,  wlien  i!ie  friendship  of  our  lives  began,  yours 
has  been  lo  nie  the  voice  n{  lovi;ig  l<iii<]ness  and  encouragement.  At  yoftr 
sugge:-«tion  this  memorial  of  our  native  town  w  as  undertaktm ;  and  through 
tlie  many  dirficuh o! '^tructing  m\"  progress  y{)ur  sympathy  l^.as  5u^tainccl  me, 
an<l  enahled  nif  at  leng'ii  t"  'oring  the  wc>rk  to  a  suece-sfiil  i:om{)lelion. 

To  you,  thcrefott ,  as  I!  [^Icdge  of  a  friendship  snnctilied  by  lioly  memories 
of  a  happy  pa^t,  this  vi.'hune  is  alTccti'^nalcly  dedicated. 

SAMUh:L  ROADS.  Jr. 

M  AIOJLF.HKAl),  >L\SS. , 

Noi'ett'J'e;-  20,  iSjQ. 


PREFACE  TO  THIRD  EDITIOxN. 


In  response  to  a  public  demand  a  new  edition  of 
the  History  and  Traditions  of  ]\Iarble]iead  "  is  lierewitli 
presente'd.  Tlic  work  has  been  enlarged  b}'  the  inser- 
tion of  new  and  interesting-  matter  in  the  text  of  previous 
editions,  as  well  as  by  entirely  new  chapters,  one  of 
which  brings  the  history  of  the  town  to  date.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  render  the  work  as  complete  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  and  it  is  believed  that 
nothing  essential  has  l)een  omitted. 

N-ovv'  that  the  work  is  completed  T  wish  again,  grate- 
fully to  acknov.dedge  the  assistance  received  from  my 
friends  arid  fellow  citizens.  l\[y  sincere  thanks  arc  due 
to  r\Ir.  William  II.  vSte\-cns  for  permission  to  examine  a 
collection  of  important  papers  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
his  grandmother,  I\Irs.  Sarah  2\Iartin,  from  which  \  alu- 
able  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  the  ^lugford 
exploit;  and  to  the  Hon.  James  J.  H.  Greg-ory,  for  a 
similar  favor  in  regard  to  the  account-book  of  General 
Glover  and  the  note-book  kept  by  his  fat-her,  the  late 
Hon.  James  Gregory,  containing-  data  regarding  appli- 
cation for  pension  by  Revolutionary  soldiers  and  their 
widows. 

i\Iany  of  the  illustrations  in  this  edition  are  given  to 
the  public  for  th.e  first  time,  some  of  which  have  been 
procured  with  grcit  difilcully.  ?'dessrs.  Heriry  D.  Jack- 
son and  Henry  V..  Waite  have  been,  indeiatigable  in 
their  exertions  in  this  respect,  and  to  them,  with 
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J.  \V.  Butters,  of  the  art  department  of  the  Boston 
Daily  Globe,  under  whose  personal  su]yervision  the  cuts 
were  made,  the  excellence  of  this  portion  of  the  work 
is  due.  jNIr.  and  iNlrs.  Francis  B.  Vv'ilson,  },Irs.  Philip 
B.  Laskey,  IMcssrs.  Rleazer  h.  Doliver,  John  G.  Parker 
and  William  B.  Lemmon,  have  also  kindly  shown  great 
interest  in  procuring-  old-lime  sketches  and  portraits, 
for  reproduction  in  these  pages. 

The  sketches  of  views,  buildings,  etc.,  are  the  work 
of  ^Ir.  PI.  A.  Dennison,  and  the  portraits  that  of  ]Mr. 
George  H.  ^loulton.  I  am  also  indebted  to  my  friend, 
Capt.  Charles  A.  Slee,  who  has  kindly  rendered  great 
assistance  in  proof-reading  and  the  preparation  of  the 
index. 

As  to  its  typograpliical  ap]K-arance  the  work  speaks 
for  itself.  Messrs.  N.  Allen  kindst-y  6c  Co.,  tlie  print- 
ers, have  spared  no  effort  to  produce  a  book  wdiicli 
shoukl  reflect  credit  upon  ]\Larble]iead  industry,  and  the 
enthusiastic  cooperation  of  their  efficient  corps  of  em- 
ployees under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  John  T^.  Xoyes, 
the  foreman  of  the  oflice,  should  also  receive  grateful 
recognition. 

vSamui-:j.  Roads,  Jr. 

MarbLEHKAD,  D£cer,ibcr  3,  1897. 
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PREFACE. 


I  HAVK  written  the  "  History  and  Traditions  of  ]\Iar- 
'blehead."  That  the  work  conld  have  been  rendered 
more  interesting-,  had  it  been  nndertakcn  by  an  abler 
and  more  experienced  hand,  I  have  no  donbt.  I  have 
done  tlie  best  T  could,  however,  with  the  materials  at 
my  command,  and  though  tliere  are,  doubtless,  errors 
and  omissions  in  the  vroik,  I  trust  that  they  are  not 
sucli.  as  to  detract  materiall)-  from  its  vahie  as  an  accu- 
rate liistory  of  the  town  of  ]\Iarblehead. 

There  are,  of  course,  incidents  related  in  these  chapters 
■which  1  would  gladly  obliterate  from  the  fair  pages  of 
our  history  ;  but  a  due  regard  for  the  completeness 
of  the  work  demanded  that  they  should  receive  atten- 
tion, as  well  as  the  many  deeds  of  heroism  of  which  we 
are  justly  proud. 

In  presenting  this  book  to  the  public,  I  desire  to  ac- 
knowledge with  sincere  thanks,  the  assistance  I  have 
received  from  my  friends  and  fellow  citizens.  ]\Tany 
have  placed  the  choicest  stores  of  their  family  archives 
at  my  disposal  ;  wlnle  those  who  had  nothing  else  to 
offer,  liave  sustained  me  in  mv  labors  with  encouracrino- 
■words  and  kindly  interest. 

Where  all  have  been  so  kind,  it  is  hard  to  discriminate 
in  the  selection  of  those  who  have  reuidered  most  effi- 
cient service.  I  would  sa^^  h(>we\'er,  that  perhaps  more 
ilian  to  an\-  ot-lurs,  I  am  es|)cci:dl\'  indebted  to  ni}' 
friends  William  1).  T.  Trefrv  and  Daniel  D.  (^ile.  One 
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rendered  valuable  and  ninch  needed  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  the  index,  and  the  oilier,  by  patient  at- 
tention to  niy  necessities  rendered  it  possible  for  nie  to 
have  access  to  the  lil.)rary  of  the  Boston  Atlienceuin. 

I  am  also  indebted,  among  many  others,  to  Dr.  Henry 
AVheatland,  president  of  tlie  Essex  Institute,  for  per- 
mission to  examine  the  collections  of  that  important 
society  ;  to  William  Gille\-,  Ksq.,  the  tovrn  clerk  of 
Alarblehead,  for  valuable  assistance  in  tlie  examination 
of  records;  to  William  B.  Brown,  Ksq.,  for  the  loan,  of 
important  documents  ;  to  Air.  Jolm  Prince  ;  lion.  Isaac 
vStory,  of  vSomervillc  ;  ^Mr.  William  ■  Pratt,  of  P>oston  ; 
the  Rev.  John  Lee  Watson,  of  Orange,  X.  J.  ;  Isaac 
C.  Wynian,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  AVilliam  D.  Xortliend,  of 
Salem;  and  to  the  clerks  of  tlie  various  churches  in 
IMarblclicad  for  similar  favors. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  T  am  indebted  to  my  beloved 
grandmother,  ]\Irs.  P'liza  A.  Roads,  from  whom  I  ob- 
tained many  of  the  traditions  related  in  tliis  work,  and 
at'  whose  knees  I  learned  to  love  imd.  rc\  erence  the 
characters  of  the  men  of  other  da\-s,  wlmse  nuble  deeds 
and  earnest  lives  reflect  honor  on  ihc  town. 

With  these  words  in  grateful  recogiiition  of  assisiance, 
1  submit  my  work  to  the  people  of  ?d;ir])k.hLad.  If  it 
shall  awaken  an  interest,  in  any  degree  pr()})orti()nate  to 
that  wliicli  I  have  felt  during  the  many  weary  months 
of  preparation,  it  will  not  have  been  in  \-ain. 

Sami'i-e  RoAi'S,  Jr. 

Marei.ihiead,  jVozrm/u-r  20,  1S79. 
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HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

O  R 

R  B     H  FI  E  A  ID  . 


CHAPTER  1. 

Marbleiiead  is  a  peninsula  situated  at  the  southeast- 
ern corner  of  Essex  County,  ^Massachusetts,  sixteen  miles 
northeast  of  Boston.  Tlie  township  comprises  three 
thousand  seven  Inindred  acres,  and  is  about  fotir  miles  in 
length  from  northeast  to  southwest,  being-  from  one  and 
one-half  to  two  miles  in  breadth.  The  surface  is  to  a 
great  extent  irregular  and  rocky,  and  considerably  ele- 
vated above  the  land  of  the  surrounding  country.  Con- 
nected by  a  narrow  isthmus  vrith  the  mainland  is  a 
small  peninsula,  ratlier  more  than  a  mile  in  lengtli  and 
about  half  a  mile  wide,  containincr  abou.t  three  hundred 
acres.  This  penir.sula,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of 
the  town,  has  been  known  as  the  "Great  Neck." 

Between  the  "Neck,"  jutting  out  so  boldly  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  rock}-  coast  of  the  mainland,  is 
a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  a  mile  and  a  half  long  and 
half  a  mile  wide,  forming  one  of  the  most  excellent  har- 
bors on  the  New  Kugkind  coast. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  landing  of  our  fathers  ujjon  a  coast 
so  barren  and  uninviting,  as  it  must  have  appeared  to 
tlicin,  tlie}-  found  the  entire  section  of  eastern  IMassachu- 
setts  inh.ddted  bv  a  race  vt  men,  the  remnants  of  what 
but  a  i'jw  y(:-Ai>  bci'ure  ihc  euming  of  the  white  men  liad 
been  a  large  and  p>.)V,'erful  tribe  of  Indians.    They  were 
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of  the  tribe  of  the  Xauinkeags,  then  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Squaw  vSacheni  of  vSaup^us,  the  widow  of  tlie 
great  Nauepashcmet,  who,  in  his  lifetime,  had  been 
a  chief  whose  power  and  authority  no  neighboring-  tribe 
dared  question.  But  war  and  pestilence,  those  two  dread 
enemies  of  the  human  race,  had  made  sad  havoc  among 
the  Naumkeags  ;  and  however  desirous  tlicy  might  have 
beer,  to  resist  the  encroaclmients  of  tlie  white  men  upon 
their  donuiin  the\'  were  but  little  jirei^arcd  to  do  so. 
The  great  war  in  which  the\'  had  engaged  with  the 
Tarrantines  in  1615  had  pro\'ed  disastrovis  to  them,  and 
Nanepasheniet,  their  chief,  liad  been  obliged  to  retreat 
from  his  settlement  at  vSaugus  to  a  hill  on  tlie  l)orders  of 
'the  ]\lystic  River,  where  he  resided  till  the  tinre  of  his 
death.  Tlie  plague  wliich  broke  out  among  tlie  Indians 
in  161 7  raged  with  especial  severity  among  ihe  Naum- 
keags. Hundreds  of  tliem  were  destroyed,  and  those 
v/ho  survived  were  rendered  an  . easy  pre\'  to  their 
enemies.  Tlie  Tarranliu.es,  well  aware  of  tlie  weakness 
' of  their  great  opponent,  seized  the  earli<jst  opportunitv 
to  attack  him.  In  1619  they  besieged  liis  fortifications 
at  IMystic,  where,  after  a  most  heroic  resistance,  Xau.c- 
pashemet  was,  killed.  Two  years  later  a  ])art\'  from  tlie 
Plymouth  colony,  Avhile  ranging  al)out  ilie  couiitr_\', 
came  across  sonae  of  his  forts,  one  of  wliich  was  undoubt- 
edly in  ]\Iarblehead,  near  Forest  River,  tlie  remains  of 
wliich  nuiy  still  be  seen.^  'Mr.  Winslow,  in  liis  account 
of  tliis  journc}',  writes:  Having  gout-  three  miles,  we 
came  to  a  place  where  corn  had  been  newl>'  gatliered,  a 
house  pulled  down,  and  the  people  gone.  A  mile  from 
lience  Xanepashemet,  their  king,  in  his  lifetime  had 
liwd.  His  Ihjuse  was  not  like  others  ;  lint  a  scnia.'ld 
w,i->  \  iV'^^'Av  built  with  }^ok-s  and  j>;.inks,  some  '.mov 
LVi:]]\  liie  -I'livul  and  ilie  ii(>i;.->e  i:])''ii  that,  heiiiL;  >iLuaicd 
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on  the  top  of  a  hill.  Not  far  from  hence,  in  a  bottom,  we 
came  to  a  fort  bnilt  by  the  deceased  kin^r,  the  manner, 
thns  :  There  were  poles,  some  thirty  or  forty  feet  lon^^, 
stnck  in  the  gronnd  as  thick  as  they  conld  be  set  one  by 
another,  and  with  them  they  enclosed  a  ring  some  tliirty 
or  forty  feet  over.  A  trencli,  breast  high,  was  digged  on 
each  side  ;  one  way  there  was  to  get  to  it  with  a*  l^ridge. 
In  the  midst  of  this  palisade  stood  tlie  frame  of  a  honse 
wherein,  being  dead,  he  lay  bnried. 

"Abon.t  a  mile  from  hence  we  came  to  snch  another, 
bnt  seated  on  tlie  top  of  a  hill.  Here  Nanepashemet 
was  killed,  none  dwelling  in  it  since  his  death.'' 

After  the  death  of  Nanepashemet  the  general  go\-ern- 
ment  of  the  Nanmkeags  was  continned  by  his  widow, 
who  became  the  Sqnaw  vSachem.  She  was  assisted  by 
the  three  sons,  Wonohaqnaham,  ?^iontowampate  and 
Vvinepoykin,  or  Winnepeweeken,  all  of  whom  became- 
sagamores.  The  Sqnaw  vSachem  lived  on  terms  of  friend- 
liness with  the  whites,  and  finally  snbmitted  to  their 
government. 

Th-e  three  sons  of  Nanepashemet,  after  the  death  of 
their  father,  had  each  his  separate  jnrisdiction  as  saga- 
more. Wonohaqnaham,  called  by  the  English  John, 
was  located  on  the  ]v[ystic  River;  ^lonlowampate,  called 
by  tlie  white  peojilc  James,  had  jnrisdiction  of  the 
territory  nov.'  comprised  in  Lynn,  vSalem  and  ?>Iarble- 
head,  or,  as  ?\[r.  Lewis  in  his  "History  of  L}'nn  "  savs, 
"  vSangus,  Naumkeag  and  ?^Iassabeqnash."  The  last 
was  the  Indian  name  for  "  Forest  River,"  Init  whetlier  it 
was  applied  to  the  territory  comprised  in  the  townshi|> 
of  }*Iarble]iead  there  ap}K-ars  to  l^e  no  means  of  ascertain- 
in;^'  except  on  the  antli<'rit\-  <>f  ^Ir.  Lewis.  Wine- 
p'/\-kin,  called  by  the  ]'ln:^-li;<' i  (  jenVL^e,  was  the  vomu:X'Sl 
s(>n  vii  Nanep.i>iK-!iivl.  lie  born  in  ihi6,  and  wa^ 
'd  \)oy  when  tlie  white  men  made  their  settlement  on  ]ii> 
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territory.  Tlie  Rev.  John  Higginson,  in  writing  of  this" 
sagamore,  says  :  "  To  ye  best  of  my  remembrance,  when 
I  came  over  with  my  fatlier  to  tliis  place,  being  then 
about  thirteen  years  old,  there  v/as  a  widow  woman  called 
vSqnaw  vSachem  who  had  three  sons.  Sagamore  John 
kept  at  Mystic,  vSagamore  James  at  Saugust,  and  vSaga- 
more  George  here  at  Nanml^eake.  Whether  he  was 
actual  sachem  here  I  cannot  say,  for  he  was  about  ni}- 
age,  and  I  think  there  \\-as  an  older  man,  }'t  was  at  least 
his  guardian.  But  ye  Indian  town  of  wigwams  Vv-as  on 
ye  north  side  of  ye  North  River,  not  farre  from  Si- 
mondes,  and  ye  both  ye  north  and  south  side  of  that 
river  was  together  called  Naumkeke." 
-  In  1633  both  Sagamore  John  and  vSagamore  James, 
witli  many  of  their  ])eople,  died  of  the  small-pox,  which 
broke  out  auiong  tliem  and  raged  to  such  an  extent  as 
nearly  to  exterminate  the  entire  tribe.  vSo  disastrous 
were  the  effects  of  the  disease  among  them  that  it  is 
stated  "  that  ^Ir.  ^Maverick  gave  Christian  burial  to 
thirlv  of  them  in  one  da\'.'' 

After  the  death  of  his  brothers,  \Vinepo)'kin  became 
siigamore  of  Lynn  and  Chelsea,  as  well  as  Xaumkeag; 
and  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  took  place  in 
1667,  lie  became  sacliem  of  all  that  ])art  of  IMassaclnisetts 
\\-hich  is  north  and  east  of  the  Charles  Ri\'er.  AVinepoy- 
kin  married  Ahawayet,  a  daughter  of  Poqu.avuim,  who 
lived  at  Xahant.  He  died  in  16S4,  and  on  the  sixteenth 
of  vSeptember  of  tliat  year  the  inhabitan.ts  of  Marl)lehead 
procured  a  deed  of  their  township  from  Iiis  heirs.  It  is 
sighed  by  Ahawayet,  who  is  called  ^'  Joane  Ahawayet, 
squaw,  relict,  widow  of  George  Saggamore,  alias  Wer.e- 
jxuiwcckiu.'' 

Of  tlie  mauner.s,  cu.sl(.>ms  and  habits  of  kifc  (>f  tlicse 
huli;nis  litil;-  kn()\\'n,  except  such  a^  can  be  gathered 
in  extracts  Irum  tlie  writings  of  the  early  settlers.  That 
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they  lived,  generally,  in  peace  with  their  white  neigh- 
bors there  can  be  little  doubt.  The  great  reduction  in 
their  numbers  would  seem  to  be  of  itself  evidence  that 
they  were  obliged  to  keep  the  peace  ;  and  the  testimony 
of  the  white  men  proves  this  tlieory  correct. 

The  Nanmkeags  are  described  as  a  tall,  strong-limbed 
people,  whose  only  article  of  vrearing  apparel  was  a  beast 
skin  thrown  over  one  shoulder,  and  another  about  the 
waist.  Tlieir  Vv'igwams  were  small,  and  vv'ere  constructed 
of  poles  set  in  the  ground  and  fastened  at  the  top,  being 
covered  with  mats  made  from  tlie  Ijoui'-hs  of  trees. 

o 

Like  all  tlie  Indians  of  Xorth  America,  the  Nanm- 
keags compelled  their  squaws  to  do  the  greater  part  of 
the  manual  labor,  while  they,  the  lords  of  the  forest  and 
the  might}'  waters,  spent  their  time  in  fishing,  hunting 
and  idleness.  Their  wants  were  few.  With  plenty  of 
corn,  raised  by  the  women,  the  forests  abounding  in 
game,  and  the  v;aters  about  their  coast  filled  with  fish  of 
almost  ever}'  variety,  there  Avas  no  reason  wh}'  they 
should  suffer  hunger,  save  only  from  tlieir  own  indo- 
lence and  inactivit}-. 

Kind  and  docik^  in  their  disposition,  and  generous  in 
their  treatment  o{  tlie  wliitcs,  they  in  time  became  the 
wards  of  the  settlers  ;  and  foi'saking  the  gods  of  good  and 
evil  whom  their  fathers  had  taught  thein  to  worship, 
many  were  baptized  and  emljraced  the  Christian,  religion. 

That  Indians  formcrl\-  uccupied  the  land  now  coniprised 
in  the  territory  of  ^larl/iehead  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

Relics  of  \-iHages,  graveyards,  shell  heaps  and  an 
Indian  fort  liave  been  found  from  time  to  time,  which, 
were  other  evidence  wanting,  would  be  sufficient  to- 
prow  tlie  fact.  Ximrerous  arrow-lieads,  spears,  club- 
and  \-.e-:'>US  ie  of       .i:^-  iKU'e  al.^o  i)eeli  tiuiud. 

Tli^;  larLje-L  !->  i;.      the  'M-ine''  (^ro\^-,  on 

the  line  of  Lrie  railrv>:id  t<»  S.ilem.     This  cor.lained  1)\ 
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actual  measurement  thirty  cords  of  shells,  placed  in 
layers  of  stone  and  ashes. 

Excavations  found  in  the  "  Small-pox  Pasture,"  at  the 
Harris  Farm,  and  in  fields  on  Atlantic  Avenue,  have 
been  thought  to  indicate  the  former  location  of  Indian 
wigwams.  These  cellars  are  always  to  be  found  near 
some  reliable  supply  of  water  ;  they  are  from  si*x  to  eight 
feet  across,  and  vrere  orif^^inalh-  from  two  to  four  feet  in 
depth. 

The,  Bessom  Pasture,  now  a  ])art  of  Waterside  Ceme- 
tery, near  Salem  Harbor,  was  probably  the  site  of  an 
Indian  village.  P^xcavations,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
cellars  of  wigwams,  were  found  everywhere  in  the 
vicinit)'. 

In  Xovember,  1S74,  an  examination  of  the  hill  in  this 
pasture  revealed  a  grave  containing  five  skeletons,  four 
being  tliose  of  grown  persons,  and  the  other  that  of  a 
child.  They  were  all  in  a  remarkable  state  of  preserva- 
tion, except  that  of  the  child,  one  being  very  large, 
evidcnll)'  that  of  a  man.  The  bodies  were  all  buried  on 
their  backs,  with  their  heads  to  the  west  except  one, 
whicli  lay  with  its  head  to  the  east  ;  the  legs  l)eing 
drawn  up  so  that  the  knees  nearly  touched  tlie  chin. 
The  gra\'es  contained,  l)esides  the  skeletons,  a  lot  of 
trin.kets,  an  earthiCn  cup,  a  small  bell,  two  sea  slieils,  and 
a  quantity  of  beads,  proving  conclusively  tliat  the  l)odies 
were  ])uried  after  the  white  settlers  came  to  America. 

])\-  reliable  tradition  we  are  ir/fonued  that  Indians 
dwelt  in  ?\larblehead  as  late  as  one  Innidrt-d  and  sixty 
years  ago.  The  location  of  an  Indian  "  vStocka.de ir.  the 
Lower  I)i\'ision  Pasture  is  still  ])ointed  out  b\-  some  of 
thv  <  <ldcr  inlialutauts.  TIka'  rcCci\-L"d  tkvir  iiif' ■rmation 
man\-  w  ar-  a^;i>  fr. 'in  aged  citi/c  iis.  \\\<j:\  -  ai"  b  >  d;.  V'arl 
\i>v  1 11  el r  iniai  rest,  \vli(.)Se  meniv.'ries  i.aali)  elu.::  islied 
tile  traditiuiis  transmitted  to  them  !)>  tlieir  fathers. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

MAR13LEHEAD  was  settled  about  the  year  1629. 
Authorities  difler  as  to  the  exact  part  of  Eng-land 
whence  these  settlers  emio-rated,  thouo-h  all  aofree  that 
they  were  English,  and  that  they  made  their  settlement 
in  the  nortlieastern  part  of  the  towri,  near  the  lieadland 
now  known  as  Peach's  Point.  From  their  manners  and 
customs,  but  more  especially  from  their  peculiar  dialect, 
it  -would  seem  that  many  of  thenn  were  natives  of  the 
islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey  in  the  British  Channel. 
Their  nu.mbers  were  undoubtedly  increased  from  time  to 
time  by  people  from  Lincolnshire,  which  would  account 
for  many  of  the  idiomatic  peculiarities  which  for  more 
than  two  centuries  characterized  the  speech  of  their  de- 
scendan.ts.  They  were  fishermen,  a  rougdi,  illiterate  race, 
accustomed  to  a  life  of  toil  aud  hardship,  probabh'  from 
infancy,  and  they  were  therefore  neither  dismayed  nor 
disheartened  at  the  diificulties  attending  the  foundine  of 
a  settlement  in  the  wilderness. 

A  few  years  before  the  coming-  of  these  settlers  a 
settlement  liad  been  founded  four  miles  north  of  their 
landing-place,  and  tlie  village  thus  formed  had  been 
named  Salem.  This  township  included  in  its  bounda- 
ries a  large  portion  of  tlie  land  now  comprised  in  nine  or 
ten  towns  of  Essex  Count\\  one  of  which  is  Alarblehead. 
Thougli  a  corporate  ])art,  and  within  the  limits  of  Salem, 
the  little  peninsula  .-ccius  {o  have  been  known  even  at 
thai  c-irh-   da\-   ]>y   a  !::i!uc.     The   Rev.  My. 

Migi;r.iS'. 'U,  wrirnu;  of  tin.-  \>],wx:  in  Jf'v::o,  ^i^-aks  of  the 
rocky  headlaiidi<  wliich.  line  tb.e  slnn'e  as  "  Marl)le  stone, 
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that  we  have  great  rocks  of  it,  and  a  harbor  hard  by. 
Our  plantation  is  from  thence  called  ]\Iarble-Hajbor."  . 

From  the  record  of  the  iMassachusetts  Colony,  under 
date  of  October  i8,  1631,  we  learn  that  it  was  ordered: 
"  That  Tliomas  Grayes  howse  at  oMarble-Harbor  shall^e 
puld  downe,  &  that  noe  Knglisheman  shall  hereafter  give 
howse  roome  to  him  or  intertaine  him,  under  such  pen- 
altv  as  the  court  shall  thinke  meete  to  inflicte."  It  is 
evident,  hovv-ever,  that  the  sen.tence  v^as  not  executed,  as 
the  name  of  the  offender  is  frequently  mentioned  in 
subsequent  records. 

In  September,  1631,  Isaac  Allerton,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  having  had 
some,  difficulty  with  his  associates,  set  sail  in  the  A\'hite 
Angel  for  !\Iarble-Harbor,  where  he  established  a  Fishery 
Station.  His  son-in-law,  Moses  ■\Iavericlc,  accompanied 
him;  and  a  short  time  after  their  arri\'al  it  is  recorded 
that  "  tliis  season  Mr.  Allerton  fished  with  eight  boats 
at  ^larble-Iiarbor." 

It  was  probably  with  reference  to  the  business  thus 
established,  that  in  April,   1633,  the  court    ordered  ; 

That  if  any  swine  shall  in  lisliing  time,  come  within  a 
quarter  of  a  myle  of  the  stage  at  I\f arble-hlarl^or,  tliey 
shalbe  forfeited  to  the  owners  of  sd  stadge,  6c  soe  for  all 
other  stadges  within  their  lymitts." 

The  name  ]\[arblehead  is  mentioned  for  the  first  time 
in  tlie  Colonial  records  of  1633  under  circumstances  not 
particularly  flattering  to  the  inliabitants,  though  it  is  l^y 
no  means  certain  that  the  persons  named  were  residents 
among  them.  ''July  2d.,  1633  James  White  is  fiined 
XXX  s  for  drunkeness  by  him  comitted  att  ^^larbleliead, 
on  the  Saljbath  day.  John  I]ennet  is  ffined  xs  for  being 
ni-uiike  att  :^[ar])lehead." 

'['i;e  e.!.!  h-  r(_'C(>rds  of  tile  coloiu'  :iboiiii(}  with  refer- 
ences to  Allerton  and  his  doings.     Ikuler  date  of  vSep- 
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tember  i,  1633,  Governor  Wintlirop  inakes  the  following 
entry  in  his  journal :  "  Mr.  Craddocks  house  at  .Marble- 
head  was  burnt  down  about  niidnio-ht  before,  there  beino- 
in  it  j\Ir.  Allerton  and  many  fishermen  wliom  lie  em- 
plo)'ed  that  season,  who  all  were  preserved  by  a  special 
providence  of-  God,  with  most  of  his  goods  therein,  by  a 
tailor,  vrho  sat  up  that  night  at  work  in  the  house,  and, 
hearing  a  noise  looked  out  and  saw  the  liouse  on  fire 
above  the  oven  in  the  thatch," 

'The  brief  period  of  Allerton's  residence  in  ]\Iarblehead 
were  evidently  years  of  misfortune  to  liim  and  his 
family.  During  the  same  year  in  Vv^hich  his  liouse  was 
destroyed,  a  pinnace,  which  he  had  sent  on  a  trading 
voyage  to  France,  was  lost  witli  its  entire  cargo.  Two 
years  later,  in  ]\Iarch,  1635,  the  court  ordered  that 
"he  shall  be  sent  for  to  tlie  intent  that  he  may  un- 
derstand the  desire  of  the  country  for  his  removal  from 
]\Iarble-Harbor."  Accordingly,  in  ^lay  of  that  year,  he 
conveyed  to  his  son-indaw,  I\Ioses  ^Maverick,  all  his 
houses,  hjuildings  and  slagL-s  at  IMarblehead,  and  de- 
parted, it  is  presumed,  for  Xew  Ha\-en,  Coini. 

BMt  his  misfortunes  were  not  to  end  with  his  removal. 
During  the  same  year  a  sliallop,  which  he  had  sent  to 
Newbury  to  convey  tlie  Rev.  Joliu  A\-ery  and  his  familv 
to  I\Iarblehead,  was  lost  off  Cape  Ann,  with  ncarlv  all  on 
board.  vShortly  after  liis  arrival  in  Xew  England  Mr. 
Avery  had  been  invited  to  take  u|)  his  residence  at 
IMarblehead,  'M^ut,"  as  Mr.  ?datlier  sa\'s  in  his  "  ]\Iagna- 
lia,"  ^nhere  being  no  church  tiiere,  and  tlie  nsliermen 
tliere  being  geiKralh-  too  remiss  to  form  one,"  lie  had 
declined  the  invitation.  It  seems,  however,  tliat  he 
luul  been  iudnceti  tt)  r^;C!>nsi(ier  liis  determination  and 

storm  arose,  and  tlie  \\>-el  w:i>  lost;  the  |'>ers(_>us  iu 
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the  entire  compaii)"  who  were  saved  being  IMr.  Thacher 
and  his  wife,  who  were  cast  ashore  by  the  waves. 

On  the  6th  of  iMay,  1635,  the  court  ordered:  "That 
there  shalbe  a  plantacion  at  ^Marble-Head,  e\:  that  the 
inhabitants  now  there  shall  have  liberty  to  plant  and 
inip\'e  such  ground  as  they  stand  in  neede  of,  &  that  as 
sd  plantacion  increaseth,  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  shall 
p'te  with -such  ground  as  shalbe  inip'ved  by  them  therc- 
.,  abouts,  being  payed  for  their  labor  and  costs."  It  was 
also  ordered  that  Mr.  John  Humphrey  should  improve 
the  land  between  the  Clifte  and  Forest  River,  and  dispose 
of  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  IMarl^leliead  as  they  stood  in 
need  ;  the  only  charge  to  the  purchaser  being  enough  to 
recompense  him  for  the  labor  and  costs  bestowed  upon  it. 

'\June  3,  1635.  It  was  ordered  that  Xir.  Holgrave 
shall  have  povvxr  to  presse  men  to  help  unjade  the  salt 
at  r^Iarblehead.-' 

In  ]March,  1636,  the  court  agreed  that  I\Ir.  Hum- 
phrey's land  should  begin  at  the  Clifte,  in  the  way  to 
, I\larblehead,  "which  is  the  bound  between  vSalem  and 
Linn,  and  so  along  the  line  between  the  said  townes  to 
the  rocks,  one  mile,  by  estimation,  to  a  greate  red  oak, 
from  wch  the  said  marked  tree,  all  under  &  over  tlieis 
rocks  vpon  a  streight  line  to  the  running  brooke  l^y 
Thomas  Smyth's  house,  all  the  v.'hich  said  ground  wee 
alow  liim  for  his  owne,  &  soe  from  Thomas  Smyth's  to' 
the  sea." 

The  records  of  Salem,  with  the  records  of  the  colon}', 
give  tlie  only  authentic  information  concerning  the  town 
and  its  ])cople,  at  this  earh'  stage  of  its  history.  Tlie 
hrst  mention  of  Marblehead,  in  the  records  of  vSakmi, 
is  as  follows:  "  I>\'  vote  of  the  towne  rcprcsciitatixes 
yy/-..  13  'Men  Depuirfl — ilie  2Sl1i.,  oi  tlie  Uv'<  nunii-lh, 
103M.  y,hv.  1  Vach,  in^iiL-riiKin,  and  Xicliokis  Marital 
having  feiiccd  al^out  fix'e  acres  of  groinid  un  ]\larl)le 
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Neck^  (though  contrarie  to  the  order  of  the  towne).  Yet 
its  agreed  that  they  may  for  the  present  improve  the 
said  place  for  building  or  planting,  provided  alwayes 
that  the  propriety  thereof  be  reserved  for  the  right  of  the 
towne  of  Salem,  to  despose  in  the  p'cesse  of  tyme  to 
them  or  any  other  ffishermen  or  others,  as  shalbe  thought 
most  meet,  yet  soe  as  they  may  have  reasonable  Qonsid- 
eration  for  any  cliardge  they  shalbe  at." 

In  1636  the  building  of  a  college  was  projected,  and 
the  site  proposed  for  its  erection  was  in  Marbleliead, 
evidently  i'n  the  vicinity  of  ^Ir.  Humphrey's  farm.  At 
a  tow^n  ]neeting  held  at  Salem,  in  I\Iay  of  that  year,  in 
an  order  for  the  di\-ision  of  jMarblehead  Neck,  Mr. 
Humphrey  made  application  for  some  land  beyond 
Forest  River.  Tlie  request  was  referred  to  a  cominit- 
tee  of  six  gentlemen,  who  were  authorized  to  view  the 
land,  and  ''to  consider  of  the  premises,  least  it  should 
hinder -the  building  of  a  college,  which  would  be  many 
mens'  losse."  In  October  following  the  court  granted 
/^.\oo  towards  tlie  erection  of  a  college,  and  the  next 
year  a  committee  was  chosen  to  superintend  its  erection. 
Among  .the  number  of  this  committee  were  i\Ir.  Hum- 
phrey and  the  Rev.  Hugh  Puters.  The  court  subsequently 
ordered  the  college  to  be  built  at  Can.ibrldge,  then  called 
Newtowne,  and  to  be  named  Harvard  College,"  in 
honor  of  the  Rev.  John  Harvard,  who  made  a  bequest 
of  several  hundred  pounds  towards  its  erection,  and 
donated  liis  library  for  the  use  of  the  students. 

Not  onlv  did  the  General  Court  encourao'c  education 
and  learning  b}'  tlie  establishment  of  schools,  but  every 
industry  and  enterprise  ha\"ing  for  its  object  the  general 
v/elfare  of  the  colon v  was  fostered  and  nicled  bv  wise 

Mn  the  early  rci--n-.ls  '!;•:•  !;•.::■'.  'r.^-iwcrr.  i  ••  I  live- i  an-l  ihc  ucean,  near  ihc 
lunni'Iaric-  <.•{'  what  is  n«  <w  ih.-  v.  ■  \  >■  :<.]  •  -.'^  v.  I'vl  the  J'lains,  or 
Mai''leiK\ul  Neck.    'I'iie  j.enir.bulj  U-  w  known  ijy  tiiat  nan)c  was  then  caileti 
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legislation.  The  year  1636  was  an  important  epoch  in 
the  history  of  the  little  commnnity  at  ^Jarblehead. 
During  that  year  a  ship  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
burden,  the  third  ship  ever  built  in  the  colony,  was  con- 
structed on  the  shore,  probably  on  the  harbor  side  of  the 
plantation.  This  vessel  was  known  as  the  Desire,  and  for 
more  than  two  years  v\'as  employed  in  the  fishing  business. 
A  fevv-  years  later  she  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies  on  a 
commercial  voyage,  and  returning  brought  a  cargo  of 
"  salt,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  negroes."  These  are  sup])0scd 
to  liave  been  the  first  slaves  brought  into  the  colony. 

On  the  2d  of  the  eleven ih  month  (Januar\-),  1636,  the 
town  of  vSalem  ordered  :  For  the  better  furtliering  of  the 
fishing  trading,  and  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  found  by 
granting  land  for  fishermen  to  plant,  that  none  inhabit- 
ing at  ]\larblehead  shall  have  any  other  accommodation 
of  land  than  is  usually  given  by  the  town  to  fishermen, 
viz.  :  a  bowse  lott  and  garden  lott  or  grownd  for  the 
placing  of  their  flakes  according  to  the  company  belong- 
ino-  to  their  families  ;  to  the  o-rcatest  famih'  not  above 
two  acres,  &  tlie  comon  of  the  woods  uere  adjoining  for 
tlicir  goats  &  their  cattle."  The  same  day  ^Ir.  William 
Kniglit  was  received  for  an  inliafutau.t,  l)Ut  no  land  was 
to  be  appropriated  'Mnito  him  but  a  ten  acre  lott  »Sc 
comou-  for  his  cattle  »>c  hay."  On  the  27th  of  this  numth 
another  meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  ordered  : 
''That  all  the  land  along  the  shore  of  ])arb\-  Fort^  side, 
up  to  {  'Mr.  Humi)hrics  land  )  tlie  Hogsties  and  so  to  run 
along  the  shore  towards  ]\Iarbleliead  20  pule  into  the 
land,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  coukjus  of  the  towne  to 
serve  them  for  wood  timber." 

The  next  year,  1637,  lv-"isnnis  Janic-,  Xicho]:m  Listen, 
Ricli,.-.]   (\v.:\\A\\:i-y.  an^!    I'kikp  ll.v.;  w-re  :is 
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inhabitants  "with  them  at  Marblehead,  and  were  granted 
two  acres  of  land  each."  John  Hart  and  William" 
Charles  were  granted  five  acres  each,  and  a  house  lot  of 
half  an  acre  between  them.  "  John  Deverekxe,"  was 
also  granted,  half  an  acre  for  a  house  lot. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  21st  of  August,  1637, 
then  the  sixth  month  in  the  year,  John  Gatchcll  of 
Marblehead  was  hned  ten  shillings  for  building  upon 
the  town's  land  witliout  peimission.  In  case,  however, 
that  he  should  "cut  of  vc  long  liar  off  h\'s  head  into  a 
sevil  frame,"  it  was  agreed  that  half  his  line  should  be 
abated,  and  that  he  should  have  permission  to'  go  on 
with  his  building  in  the  n^eantime. 

The  prejudice  of  the  Puritans  against  the  habit  of 
wearing  long  hair  is  well  known,  and  it  seems  that 
the}'  were  willing  to  enter  into  any  compromise  with 
Mr.  Gatchell  in  order  to  remove  the  obnoxious  habit. 
It  appears,  laowe\-er,  that  lie  was  not  a  man  to  submit  to 
any  such  interference  with  liis  personal  appearance,  and, 
it  is  said,  "  continucvd  tlie  custom  to  his  d\'ing  day,  in 
spite  of  popular  oi^iniori  arid  all  the  formal  denunciation 
of  Church  and  State." 

On  the  frst  day  of  January,  1637,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  vSalem,  and  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
was  ordered,  of  which  eight  pounds  were  to  be  assessed 
upon  the  follo^\■ing  inhabitants  of  ^larblehead  : — 


140  ]Moses  Mavericke, 
150  Win.  Stee]^hens, 

40  Arcliibald  Tomson, 

20  \Yra.  Charles, 

20  John  Heart, 

50  John  Peach, 

10  John  Lyon, 

20  Anthonie  Thatcher, 

'\o  J<  )lni  Coiie. 

20  Riehavd  ^.-.-n 

10  RiclKird  Ui\t:ii^\va\\ 

20  John  (.jaicliell. 


20  Samuel  Gatchell, 
15  John  Bennet, 
1 5  John  Wakefield, 
10  tj'asmus  James, 
30  Thomas  Gray, 
50  John  Devereux, 
30  Nicholas  ]\Iariott, 
10  .\braham  Whiteliaire, 

>  (K-'^'i^e  \'ickar\-, 

5  Joiin' Ku->cl!,  ' 

5  Xicliolas  I^isteii, 

5  Philip  Peare. 
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Under  date  of  September  6,  1638,  the  records  of  the 
colony  have  the  following  entry  :  ]\loses  ]\Iaverick  is 
permitted  to  sell  a  tun  of  wine  at  IMarblehead,  and  not 
to  excede  this  yeare." 

As  the  number  of  inhabitants  increased  the  records 
of  grants  made  at  the  town  meetings  became  more 
numerous.  On  the  14th  of  October,  163S,  the«foilowing 
grants  of  land  were  made  to  inhabitants  of  Marblehead  : — 

"  To '.Air.  Walton,  eight  acres  on  the  ]^iain  ;  to  i\Ioses 
Maverick,  at  the  same  place  ten  acres  ;  to  John  Coite 
on^  the'  Neckc  three  acres  ;  to  Will.  Keene  and  Nich. 
Listen  on  John  Peach\s  Necke,  three  acres;  ^lore  to 
tliem  on  tlie  Create  Necke,  five  acres;  to  Richard  Seers 
three  acres  where  he  had  planted  formerly  ;  to  John 
Wakefield,  four  acres  on  the  Necke  ;  to  John  Gatchell 
and  vSamuel  Gatchell,  six  acres  on  the  Necke  ;  to  Tlio. 
Sams  three  acres  on  tlie  Necke;  to  John  Lyon  four  acres 
near  his  house  ;  to  the  Widow  Blancher,  six  acres  on  the 
Necke  ;  to  Ralph  Warrin  two  acres  on  the  Necke  ;  to 
George  Ching  three  acres  oil  the  Necke  ;  to  Philip  l^eare 
three  acres  near  the  Widow  Tomsons  ;  to  John  Bennet 
four' acres  upon  John  Peaches  Necke;  to  Rosaniond 
Jahies  four  acres  on  the  ]\Iain."^ 

The  IMr.  Walton  "  to  whom  the  first  grant  was  nuide 
was  Air.  William  AA'alton,  wdio  v/as  then  preaching  at 
Marblehead,  though  without  ordination.  This  is  the 
hrst  mention  of  his  name  in  the  records,  and  it  is 
therefore  probable  that  he  began  liis  ministrations  in 
Ahirblehead  durin.g  tlie  year  163S.  Throvigh  his  en- 
deavors, seconded  by  Alaverick  and  other  infniential 
inhabitants,  a  meeting-house  was  erected,  and  religious 
services  were  regularly  held   on  the    vSalVoalh.  Hiis 

'  The  Main  wjs  f.lu/  r-irl  r.t  the  ton  n  i-.eav  the  liarh-.f.  h  ••u  1  .  ;  h'-  Ncvk 
\\  .>  f:  iii!  "  N.iU,.^u-  I  Lah  "  wiuit  is  'HAS-  calie'i  "Peach's  h-M;,!,"  aii;i  fioni 
"  Xaiigus  .lleaii  "  to  ihe  -'  Leaii  Mihs,"  was  kucwn  as  tl;e  "  I'orcbt  Sivlc." 
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edifice,  which  was  a  crude,  barn-like  structure,  stood 
upon  one  of  the  most  rocky  hills  of  the  town;  and  about 

it,  after  the  manner  of 
their   forefathers,  the 
simple  fishermen  made 
their  burial-o-round. 
,1  On  the  23d  of  De- 

j.^'.'-         /_..  ■  '.,  cember,  Arthur  vSanden 

.4' ■:• -^'  v  /-  :^  and    William  Barber 

I  ,.       were  granted  two  acres 
"    f     :     of    land    each,  and 
-  Messrs.   ]\Iaverick  and 

^"   -  Walton  were  appointed 

MEETING   HOUSi;,   OLO    HI!  L.  ,  ^  . 

to  lay  out  the  lots. 

In  iNIay,  1640,  Artlnir  vSanden  was  allowed  by  the  court 
to  keep  an  Ordinary  at  ?vlarblehead,  and  the  following- 
year  was  licensed  to  keep  a  N'ictualing-liouse.  This  was 
probably  the  first  public  house  estal)lished  in  the  town. 

?vlarblehead  at  this  time  has  often  been  described  as  a 
place  l)arren  of  trees  aiul  abounding  in  nothing  Vnit 
rocks  and  unproductue  land.  Tlie  records  of  the  gen- 
era!! town  meetings  and  of  the  comnioners  prove  conclu- 
sively tliat  this  is  a  mistake.  The  fact  of  its  settlement 
is  also  of  itself  evidence  of  the  fallacy  of  this  theory,  for 
emigrants  in.  those  da>-s  could  not  have  settled  on  a 
coast  wliere  there  were  no  trees  from  V\hich  they  could 
build  their  houses.  •  At  a  tovv-n  meeting  held  in  vSalem 
on  the  nth  of  November,  16. jo,  it  was  ordered  that  all 
wlio  should  cut  tim];er  trees  within  two  miles  of  Salem, 
and  c»ne  mile  of  ?\Iar];leliead,  and  prepare  thenn  for 
shippir.g,  sliould  be  paid  for  their  labor.  The  last  rec- 
ord of  g-rants  in  the  records  of  Salen.i  concerning  land 
in  j.Iarb'ieheKid  i->  \\\  if-.p-.  v/'ieii  the  inliabitants  were 
'j'r.tiiled  **aH  .--ncii  kiUils  n.t..-r  aoh''i:iin^y  them  as  have  not 
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The  State  of  affairs  in  jMarblehead  seems  to  have 
occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  tlie  General  Court  at 
its  session  in  I\Iay,  1644.  The  people  were  ncgli^^ent  of 
many  of  tlie  laws  of  the  colony,  and  treated  others  with 
contempt;  and,  as  laws  which  were  readily  obeyed  by  the 
Puritans  in  other  towns  could  not  be  enforced  among 
them,  special  legislation  was  found  necessary  for  their 
government.  According  to  the  Puritan  law  no  one 
could  l)ccome  a  freeman  without  first  bcconiing  a  churcli 
member  ;  and  none  but  freemen  could  \'ote  at  elections 
or  hold  any  office  whatever  in  the  colon}'.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  Marblehead  were  far  from  being  a  religious 
people,  and,  though  they  supported  a  religious  teacher, 
and  ''maintained  the  ordinances"  on  Sunday,  no  church 
had  been  formed,  and  there  wQit  few  church  members 
among  them.  x\s  a  consequence  there  were  no  magis- 
trates or  officers  in  their  commuriity,  and,  being  some 
distance  from  the  settlement  at  Salem,  the}'  knew  no 
law  save  that  of  their  own  will. 

•  Tliis  fact,  and  the  necessitv  that  there  should  be  some 
officer  in  the  place  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  colony,  led 
the  court  to  relax  somewhat  its  accustomed  strictness  in 
such  matters,  and  to  order:  "That  in  defect  of  freemen 
at  -ALirblehead,  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  shall  ha\'e 
libertie  to  commend  some  honest  and  able  man,  though 
he  be  not  a  freeman,  and  the  Deputy  CTOvernor  shall 
have  power  (if  he  think  him  fit)  to  give  him  the  oath 
for  constable  of  that  place  till  tliis  Court  shall  take 
further  order."  Accordingly,  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month  the  inhabitants  of  vSalem  elected  I)a\-id  Cur- 
within,  who  was  duly  sworn  as  constable  of  ^larblehcad 
for  oiK-  }"c.ar  from  the  date  of  his  elt-ction. 

(  )n  tlic  same  (la\-  that  tlie  order  for  the  viccti'^'i  a 
curi.staijle  wa>  ado])ted  the  covirt  also  voted  t(.>  grant  leave 
to  ]\Iarblehead  to  "  fortifv  itself  bv  a  breast-v/orke  or 
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otherwise,"  and  directed  two  guns  to  be  delivered  unto 
them  with  convenient  annnnnition  thereto."  It  is  un- 
certain whether  this  order  was  executed  by  the  refractor)' 
Marbleheaders,  but  that  they  were  not  considered  as 
sufficienth'  well  instructed  in  the  arts  of  war,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  colony,  is  evident,  from  tlie 
following-  order  adopted  on  the  23d  of  ]\Iay  :  "  In\:onsider- 
ation  of  the  Q-reat  default  and  neo-lect  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Marblehead  in  not  exercising  themsehx-s  in  ]\Iartiall 
discipline, — It  is  oi'derecl  tliat  the  inhabitants  of  ]\Iarble- 
head  shall  make  choyce  of  some  one  v.  ho  shall  exercise 
the  rest,  that  they  may  not  be  to  seeke  when  special 
occations  call  for  their  assistance." 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  year  1648  was  one  of  tiie  most  iiiomeiitous  in  tlie 
entire  liistory  of  rslarbleliead.  Early  in  March  tlie  town 
of  Salem  ordered:  "That  ]\[arblehead  with  the  allow- 
ance of  the  General  Court  shall  be  a  town,  and  the 
bounds  to  be  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  land  ^\-h,ich 
was  I\lr.  Humphries  farme  and  soe  all  the  land  to  the 
sea."    On  the  2d  of  i\Iay,   1649,  General  Court 

granted  the  petition  of  the  inliabitants,  and  tlie  town 
was  duly  incorporated  as  follows:  "Upon  the  petition  of 
the  Inliabitants  of  IMarblehead  for  them  to  be  a  town 
of  tliemselves,  vSalem  having  g-ranted  them  to  be  a 
town  of  theiuselves,  and  appointed  th.em  the  bounds 
of  their  town  which  the  Court  doth  grant." 

vShortly  after  the  separation  from  Salem,  a  meeting  of 
the  inhaljitants  was  held,  and  the  following  town  olhcers 
were  chosen,  or,  as  the  record  quaintly  expresses  it, 
"  these  men  were  chosen  for  the  towns  business  :" 

"  Seven  men  or  selectmen. — }.Ioses  ?vlavcrick,  Samuel 
Doliber,  Francis  Johnson,  Nicholas  ^lerritt,  Jolni  Pcacli, 
Senior,  John  Devercx,  John  ilartoll." 

"To  gather  ^Ir.  Walton's  Pa}'. — James  vSmith,  Joseph 
Doliber." 

This  was  probabh'  the  fir>l  meeting  of  the  inli:u:>it:ints 
alter  '.he  action  of  il-e  town  of  Salvui,  -  ngh  there  is 
n--:  r.  .e  M'd  of  the  date  on  which  it  was  held  exce])t  that 
of  tlie  Year. 
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The  earliest  clave  in  tlie  records  is  that  of  a  meetirifr 
held  December  22,  164S,  when  it  was  "agreed  by  tire 
Towne  that  all  such  as  are  strangers  fishing  or  employed 
abont  fish,  shall  pay  nnto  the  Towne  for  their  wood  and 
flake  stnfe  and  other  conveniences,  the  snm  of  ten  shil- 
lings a  year  for  every  man."  By  the  records  of  this 
year,  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  acted  as  an  independ- 
ent town  before  obtaining  the  act  of  incorporation,  and 
tliat  in  anticipatiori  of  the  event  they  were  bns)'  in 
settling  and  arranging  their  affairs,  as  beftted  an  order- 
ly and  laY\"-abiding  tov\'ns]iip.  The  swamp  rnnning  fiom 
John  Leggs'  to  Timothy  Allen's  was  laid  out  into  eight 
lots,  and  divided  amoiig  the  inliabitants.  A  rate  was 
made  for  the  meeting-lionse,  and  Jolin  Hart  was  author- 
ized to  collect  it,  and  to  ''take  wliat  corse  tlie  lav.'  will 
afford  against  anv  such  inhabitant  as  shall  refuse  to 
pay." 

In  order  that  there  n.iight  be  an  equal  way  of  "main- 
taining tlie  ordinance  b)'  Air.  V\'alton,"  it  was  agreed 
tliat  a  rate  sliould  be  cstal^lisiied  according  to  requite."- 
This  rate  was  to  in.clude  strangers  '*v7ho  liave  benefit  b\' 
the  plantation  I)y  fsliing,  and  make  use  of  wood  and 
timber,  and  enjoy  the  bL-nefit  of  the  ordinance."  '}Ar. 
Walton  vras  to  liave  i<:^r{y  pounds  fur  his  services  this 
year,  and  the  sum  of  eighteen  pence  was  ordered  to  be 
added  to  every  man's  rate,  for  his  wood. 

The  common  lands  were  divided  equally  among  the 
inlialrltants,  according  to  their  former  common  sliares, 
the  record  of  tlie  meeting  concluding  as  follows  : — 

"That  tliere  might  be  an  equal  proceedinge  had 
liaving  respect  to  families  according  to  their  former 
common  sliares,  fiKling  the  comons  1)ut  littell  as  v/e 
c.';ic-;ive  'v  \\'MvA\:  u<<  !m  «:v  than  ffl  y  liead  «>f  cat  tell,  or 
aC'-< »':;;' a  li^-r-'v-  '>v  !UK..\a.->  two  cows,  tw':> 
)-earling  cattell   fur  oul-  c^we,  four  goats  or  sheep  to 
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a  cowe,  a  steer  or  bullock  of  two  years  oiild  as  a  cowe, 
the  number  of  families  in  the  plantation  being  44,  thus 
limited: — 

James  Smith  and  Row- 
land, I  cowe, 

vSamuel  Dolibcr,  i  cowe, 

John  Gatchell,  i  cowe, 

Edmund  Nicholson,  1 3/^ 
cows,  • 

AA'iiHam  Barber,  i  cow, 

Da\-id  Thomas,  cow, 

John  Ivegt>;,  i  cow, 

Peter  Pittford,  cow, 

Phasmus  James,  1  co\v, 

Tho.  Bowinge,  cow, 

John  vStacie,  1  co\\', 

George  Chine,  i  cow, 

John  Xorlhey,  i  cow, 

Nicolas  Alcrrett,  2  cows, 

Tho.  Pitman,  2  cows, 

Timothy  Allen,  i  cow, 

Thomas  Lane,  i  covv, 

Arthur  vSanden,  i      cows,    John  Xorman,  i  covr, 

Isaac  Allerton,  2  cows,  Chi  vSalmon  for  Jon.  Goyt,  i 

I\Iohes/AIa\-erick,  3  cows,  cow." 

Ah'.  Walton,  2  cows, 

John  Lion,  2  cows. 

The  earlier  records  of  the  town  refer  principally  to 
the  common,  lands,  cow  leases,  land  sales,  etc.,  though 
occasionally  there  are  very  quaint  entries  to  be  found. 
In  Alarch,  1657,  ''It  is  ordered  that  all  swine  a'oout  the 
towne  shall  be  sufficiently  ringed  hy  the  first  of  Aprill 
next  U])on  the  penaltie  of  2s.  Gel.  for  every  defect 
Edward  Pittsford  is  to  se  this  order  to  be  obsarved.'' 

In  165.''^^  tlie  tovv'U.  had  evidentiv  iricreased  in  nunnbers, 
and  had  \  Ide^scd  w  itli  ]~>rr)S[)L'ril \-  to  a  greater  rK;L;]\-e 
liLin  e\'er   \k:v\\  its  iDi'lune   bifcire.     Mr.  W'alliiifs 

salar\'  v/as  iriCreased  to  /^^/O,  and  varied  :d"ter\vard  from 


Henry  Stacey,  y>  cow% 
Will.  Chichesster  and  Sam. 

Carrwitlien,  i  cow, 
David  Carrwitlien,  i  cov\', 
Tho.  Gray,  i  cow,* 
Richard  Norman,  i  cow, 
John  Peach,  junior,  i  cow, 
Richard  Curtice,  i  cow, 
John  Plart,  2  cows, 
Vv'illiam  Charles,  2  cows, 
John  Deverox,  2  cows, 
Abra.  Whiteare,  i  cow, 
John  Peach,  senior,  2  cov.'s, 
John  Bartoll,  i  cow, 
Joseph  l)ollil)er,  i  cow, 
Robt.  Knight,  jA  cow, 
Jolm  Bennet,  i  cow, 
Francis  Johnson  Walsing- 

ham,  y>  cow. 


'true 
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£60  to  ^'So  yearly.  This  money  was  usually  collected 
by  persons  chosen  annually  at  the  town  meetings  for 
„the  purpose,  and  tliose  who  had  not  the  ready  money  to 
pay  were  allowed  to  make  up  the  amount  of  their  pro- 
portion of  tlie  rate  in  provisions.  ^^Ir.  Walton  rendered 
an  account  yearly  of  tlie  amount  recei\-ed  from  each 
person,  and  these  reports  abound  in  such  names  as 
"  Ould  Harwood,  Quid  Sanden,  Quid  Bennet,'"'  and  others 
equally  as  curious.  r)ccasionall }'  in  these  reports  we 
find  such  itenrs  as  tliese  :  ^' By  half  a  cow  of  Air.  Brown, 
£2.  2s.  6d.,  by  ton  of  mackrell,  /"5  ;  by  Ricliard 
Rowland  in  pork,  £2  ;  by  vSmith  in  cheese,  13  shillings  ; 
by  Christo.  Codner  in  liquor,  15  shillings." 
■  At  this  time  the  only  public  conve\-ance  to  and  from 
Salem  was  a  ferr}--l)oal'  whicli  was  roAvcd  across  Srdem 
Harbor  as  often  as  th.ere  were  passengers  who  desired 
to  cross,  tl'ie  fare  being  regulated  ])y  a  town  meetijig 
as  "two  pence  for  tlie  inlialutanls  of  I^.Iarblehead.'' 
Thomas  Dixie  was  the  fcvr\-man,  and  lie  vras  required  to 
keep  a  boat  and  an  as-istaiU.  ■ 

The  following  \-ear  it  was  "  voted  to  have  the  meeting- 
house sealed/'  and  jdr.  ?viaverick,  jvlr.  Latlimore,  and 
Richard  Xorman  were  clu^sen  a  coriimittee  to  see  il 
done.  The  work  v.-as  clone  by  Joh.n  Xorman,  for  nine- 
teen pounds,  au.d  V\'iriiruu  Xick,  john  Legg,  Tlionuas 
Pittman,  Ivichard  Rovrland,  and  John  CkmnriCnt  agreed 
to  "see  that  tlie  seals  Vs'ere  paid  for.'' 

The  event:-,  whicli  were  dai:\'  tr:ius]:>iring  in  Kngland 
during  the  year  lOto  were  of  the  utmost  iriterest  to  the 
ii]liai}itaMts  of  ih^  Colony  c>f  MassacluiselLs,  and  of  tlie 
little  town  (.4'  Alarblehead  in  particular.^  Tlie  Common- 
wealth e.->l:ib!;shed  bv  Cr>  'mwell  and  his  zealous  adher- 
eu':'  h.,>i  :  ~       . \  C  .^ar'e-^  l',-;  Second  hrA 

be.  a  ^.  X.  \\.\  :e  \\a.;  au  i»y  tlie  miir<kr 

'  I'herc  \v..!\   .t         Ii!,.e  -nly  ^-ixtcen  i.:.ur.c^  in  ihc  entire  tviWHshiji. 
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of  liis  royal  father.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new 
king  was  to  bring  to  trial  and  speedy  punishnierxt  those 
who  were  most  active!)'  concerned  in  the  overthrow  and 
subsequent  murder  of  his  father.  Among  the  regicides 
tried  for  this  offense  was  one  Huo-h  Peters,  an  eminent 
preacher  and  a  man  of  great  inihierice  among  the  Puri- 
tans. a\Ir.  Peters  had  been,  one  of  the  most  active  of 
the  Puritans  who  settled  ^\IassachusettSj  and  had  resided 
in  Xew  England  for  fourteen  years,  holding  many  of- 
fices, and  being  generally  esteemed  for  his  zealous  efforts 
in  belialf  of  the  colonists.  In  1639  the  court  granted 
him  five  hiundred  acres  .of  lauid,  a  part  of  which  is  said 
to  ha\"e  been  in  rvlarblehead,  now  comprised  in  the  sec- 
tion known  as  Devereux.  Shortl\-  after  the  great  Puri- 
tan uprising  in  England  lie  went  to  that  country,  and 
became  an  active  partici]3an.t  hi  the  stirring-  e\'ents  of 
tliose  times.  Pie  became  tlie  chaplain  of  Cromwell's 
aruny,  ^vith  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  in  Iris  sermons  and 
priblic  addresses  advocated  the  most  extreme  measures 
for  tlie  o\-erlln'OAv  of  the  kin.g.^  In  i6-|S  lie  ad\'ocated 
the  dethroning  and  belicading  of  the  kirjg,  and  in  1660, 
after  th.e  restoration  of  Cliarles  II.,  he  was  tried  for  high 
treason.,  and  sentenced  to  be  dravv'U  upon,  a  hurdle.  He 
was  executed  at  Charing  Cross,  October  16,  1660. 

During  tliis  \'ear  the  inhabitants  voted  to  Jay  out  a 
higliway  between  ]\Iarblehead  and  vSaleu],  wliicli  is  the 
lir.^t  of  wliich  thiere  is  any  record.  Seven  men  were 
m:ide  clioice  of  for  the  placing  and  seating  of  the  in- 
h.ibiuuUs  of  tlie  towuic  both  men  and  woUiK-n  in  the 
Uiieeting  Ikjusc  ; and  it  was  agreed  that  the  townsmen 
liax'e  liberty  "  to  consider  what  v/a}"  is  to  l^e  taken  for 

K\  fa\ ' -ri'v  K'Xl  f:  '11,   w]nCh   lie   ft\-.  ;il  ..IV  ly  l^r,-3  ■]■.:•]   vr:>         f  i'ov.r:  "I.L'l 

,    I     v..  ,1  c!  '.:     ;    !:  •   l  ^   \.     'i    f  i  IvTS  wl"  ir'.-ll  ; 

'    \L\.-u'r  U['v)!!  li.c.n  I  lie  ill  h^iiiciUs  \\  ritU  ;i  ;    '1  ii;^  u..'iujr  hu\  c  all  hi:^  saiiils. 
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the  accommodation  and  entertainment  of  strangers,  if 
it  cannot  be  that  one  house  is  sulficient,  tlien  to  consider 
of  another,  that  strangers  may  be  the  better  accommo- 
dated." 

The  following  year  the  court  invested  three  commis- 
sioners with  "  magistritticall  power,  refering  to  Salem 
and  i\Iarl")lehead,  there  being  more  than  ordinary  need 
thereof,  that  iniquity  mriy  not  pass  unpunished." 

One  of  these  commissioners  was  Major  William 
Hathorne,  who  for  several  years  previous  had  been  mag- 
istrate of  Salem  and  several  other  towns,  and  who  now 
appears  to  liave  assumed  special  charge  of  rdarblehead. 
Before  this  august  personage  the  selectmen  suinmoued 
several  of  tlie  most  prominent  citizens,  for  refusing  to 
keep  their  cattle  in  accordance  wiili  a  vote  of  the  town. 

In  March,  1662,  a  contract  was  made  with  Robert 
Knight  and  John  vSlater,  carpenters,  to  build  a  gallery  at 
the  "soutlivvcst  of  the  meeting-house,  "suiucient  for  four 
seats,  Vv'ith  columns,  ar.d  a  board  at  the  bottom  to  keep 
the  dust  from  coming  dov.m  ;  and  to  be  arched  sufficient 
to  strengthen  tlie  house,  with  stairs  and  other  necessa- 
ries."- "  For  this  labor  the  selectmen  agreed  to  pay  them 
twenty-one  pounds  in  such  necessaries  as  they  should 
have  occasion  of,"  and  if,  when  the  work  was  ended, 
they  had  any  of  their  pay  to  take  up,  the  balance  was  to 
be  paid  in  fish  or  mackerel  at  the  current  price. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  October  21  the  commoners 
agreed  tliat  the  Cove  lying  between  John  Codners  and 
John  NortliifS  stage,  shall  be  for  a  common  landing- 
place  for  the  use  of  tlie  public  good  of  the  Tov/ne 
forever."  The  airrecmeiit  was  sio-ned  bv  ]\Ioses  IMaver- 
ick,  Joseph  Dcllilv.r,  Jolm  Peach,  senior,  Christojjh 
Lattimore,  John  W'al'.lion,  Joh.n  CodiiLr,  John  Bartolk 
and  five  (^tlu  i>,  wh-.'  wwv  I'Vobaidx-  adl  of  tlie  connnoners 
who  could  write,  cmd  .-igiied  in  tlio  name  of  the  rest. 
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The  records  of  this  period  abound  in  allusions  to  those 
who  were  appointed  to  keep  the  cows.  In  February, 
1663,  an  agreement  was  niade  with  John  Stacie  to 
"  keep  the  cattell  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  to  fetch  the 
cattell  of  the  lower  end  of  the  Towne  at  William  Charles 
by  the  suini  half  an  hour  hie  and  to  deliver  them  their 
at  night  half  an  hour  before  sunn  sett.''  If  any  were 
lost  he  was  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  find  them  the 
next  day,  and  for  his  services  he  vras  to  receive  corn  and 
provisions  to  the  \'alue  of  sixteen  pounds. 

The  scarcity  of  money  among  the  inhabilarits  cannot 
be  more  truly  illustrated  than  in  this  and  numerous 
other  votes  to  pay  the  town's  indebtedness  to  individuals 
in  provisions,  fish  and  other  articles.  In  their  intercourse 
with  the  outside  world  they  were  obliged  to  l^arter  to 
an  almost  unliriiited  extent.  Depending  entirely  upon 
tlie  frshing  trade  for  their  sustenance  the)-  liad  little  else 
to  offer  for  commodities  of  v^'hicli  tliey  were  in  need,  and 
tlius  fish  became  almost  their  only  medium  of  exchange. 

In  1666  tlie  court,  considering  tlie  expci.-cd  condition 
of  tlie  liarbor  of  IMarbleliead,  voted  that  if  the  inliabit- 
ants  would  erect  a  suitable  fort  or  breast vv"':)rk,  tlieir 
countr\-  rate  should  be  abated,  and  that  two  or  three 
guns  sh.ould  he  furnislied  as  soon  as  the  i(.»rtiUcatio!i  was 
iinisht^d.  That  the  fishennen  might  be  drilled  and  dis- 
ciplined in  military  movements  and  tactics  the  court  or- 
dered that  a  company  should  be  organized,  and  Major 
Hathorne  v^'as  appointed  commander,  witli  Samuel  Ward 
as  sergeant.  The  fort  was  finished  the  following  >'ear, 
the  cost  to  the  towri  being  about  thirty-two  ])ounds  Xew 
Hiiglaiul  mone\-. 

The  \'ear  1667  pro\'ed  disastrous  to  tlie  ^1  of  ?dar- 
bk-l'ead.     <")whw       \h,  i^^-l.  n:ere\-  ■  '  .  r:::-/:  -.—^ 

miable  to  W'ninre  ')Ut  in  their  l^^rit.-  to  .my  vl:>ianei.-,  and 
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in  several  instances  tliose  who  did  so  were  lost.  The 
court,  tliereforc,  Avith  considerate  sympathy,  voted  to 
abate  their  proportion  of  the  country  tax  for  one  year. 

In  October,  166S,  William  AVaUon,  the  faithful  and 
zealous  missionary,  died,  after  having  served  his  ]\Iaster 
and  tlie  poor  people  of  'Alarblehead  for  a  j^eriod  of  thirty 
years.  Coming  to  them  as  a  missiouar}'  to  preach  the 
gospel  lie  became,  ^vithout  ordination  as  a  clergyman,  a 
loving  pastor,  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  v;ise  and  prudent 
counselor.  His  advice  was  sought  on  all  matters  of 
public  or  private  importance,  and  when  obtained  was 
usually  followed  vithout  question.  Tliat  his  loss  v/as 
felt  as  a  ptiblic  bereavement  by  the  entire  community 
there  can  be  little  doubt. 

]\ir.  Yvalton  was  succeeded  in  his  noble  Vvork  bv  ?vfr. 
Samuel  Ch.eever,  a  young  man,  who  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore liad  graduated  at  Harwird  College  with  the  highest 
lionors.  T]]e  meeting-house  had  recently  been  repaired, 
and  the  voung  preaclier  was  received  wiili  marked  at- 
tention and  every  possible  evidence  of  respect.  The 
tovai  voted  to  pay  liim  the  sum  ^.'i:  forty  pour.ds  for  liis 
service  during  the  first  six  nuiuths,  and  after  tliat  eighty 
pounds  )'.earl\". 

Jn  .^Marcli,  1669,  ^^i^<-'5;h^'-"''  galler\-  was  built  at  the 
northeastern  er.d  of  the  meetin.g-liouse.  Robert  Knight, 
Francis  Colliiigs,  and  Jeremiah  Xeal  being  tlie  builders. 
Tlie  couitract  was  that  tlie  galler;\'  should  ]>e  built  v.dth 
"  five  seats,  stairs  and  other  necessaries  as  the  other  gal- 
lerey  was,''  and  tlie  carpLiiters  were  to  receive  for  their 
serxdees  the  sum  of  twenty-tlirce  pounds  New  Hngland 
monew  At  the  same  UKxting  Fran.eis  Lin.sford  was 
chosen  t<:>  ring  th.e  Ik.-* \  arid  warn  tlic  town,  and  l<.)  h:H)k 

T'bv-  i«.a.:  k. ;  \. ,  {he  Xt,  A:  \\  a-  ex'iik-nliv  laid  out 
during  thi.>  year,  as  lai  the  1  Sih  ui   Decein1)er  it  was 
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voted  that  on  "  the  next  convenient  day  as  many  of  the 
Commoners  and  proprietors  as  can  shiall  see  that  a  con- 
venient way  be  laid  out  for  drift  of  cattle  to  the  Necke 
on  tlie  other  side  of  the  great  harbor." 

To  the  early  settlers,  and  for  man\'  years,  the  harbor 
was  known  as  the  "Great  Bay,"  or  "Great  Harbor," 
while  the  co\-e  at  the  lower  end  of  tlie  town,  known  as 
"Little  Harbor,"  was  on  acconnt  of  its  convenience,  and 
because  it  was  so  much  nearer  the  settlement,  used  al- 
most exclusively  as  tJic  harbor. 

On  the  6tli  of  April,  1672,  the  town  "  ordered  b}'  gen- 
eral consent,  that  a  '  Lentoo  '  be  built  adjoirJng  to  the 
back  side  of  the  meeting-house  twenty  foot  in  breadtli 
and  fort\'  foot  in  lenoth,  witli  three  e-able  ends  in  the 
same,  with  timber  work,"  etc.  The  building  of  this  ad- 
dition to  their  house  of  worship  appears  to  lia\'e  been 
the  cause  of  great  controversy  and  disagreement  among 
the  inhabitants.  The  town  voted  to  instruct  the  select- 
men to  "seat  tliC  men  and  women  in  the  Lentoo,"  ljut 
after  vainlv  endea\  orino-  to  assip'U  scats  to  the  satisfac- 
tion  of  the  fault-finding  and  jealou.s  worshipers,  they 
declined  to  have  anytliing  more  to  do  with  the  matter, 
and  were  with  difficulty  persuaded  not  to  resign  their 
offices  as  selectmen.  Tlie  disagreement  now  assumirjg 
the  phase  of  a  dowtnight  quarrel,  a  town  meeting  was 
called  and  the  matter  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Mr.  ]\iaverick,  ^Ir.  John  Devereux, 
Jolm  Peach,  Senior,  and  Nicliolas  Merritt.  These  men 
were  fully  em})Owered  "to  seat  the  Lentoo  men  and 
women  in  ye  seats,  cut  an  allc}'  way  through  }'e  ould  part, 
dispose  of  any  persons  who  shall  want  seats,  or  lose  their 
seats  ]:;y  means  of  \-e  allc\',  in  \'e  most  convernent  places 
in  vv-  ('iii::  ^'^  liJ-w  ixirl,  and  rcetifx'  iww  c;i-(a'der>  with 
due  c.i:.;  l!;,.t  Micli  as  ha\e  l>ceu  fi»rmvii\'  >caled  ma\- 
Iveej'  tliL'ir  ]>]:ices  as  man\-  as  cun\'enien.tl\'  can.''    It  was 
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also  ordered,  for  "  ye  regulating  and  preventing  of  dis- 
orders in  seats,"  that  Richard  Norman  should  have  povv^er 
to  look  after  all  persons,  men  and  women,  tliat  they 
keep  tliese  seats  upon  penaltie  of  two  shillings  five 
pence  for  every  single  offense  upon  every  vSabbath  day." 
These  fines  were  to  be  "  destraincd  upon  legal  warning 
given  to.  the  parties  offending,"  an.d  one-third  of  the 
amount  was  to  be  gi\'en  to  ^Ir.  Norniarj,  and  the  remain- 
der to  be  appropriated  for  tlie  poor  of  the  tovvn. 

However  sadly  the  hihabitants  may  have  disagreed  in 
regard  to  the  seating  of  the  "  lentoo,"  as  they  termed 
the  addition,  it  is  evident  tliat  the  day  on  which  the 
frame  was  raised  was  one  of  general  rejoicing.  Those 
who  are  familiar  witli  Xew  England  customs  in  the 
olden  time  know  that  it  was  thought  next  to  impossible 
to  have  a  "house  raising"  without  extending  an  invita- 
tion to  the  entire  community  to  assist.  These  occasions 
were  generally  obser\-ed  as  hoh'days,  and  were  devoted  by 
the  A'oun.ger  ])eople  to  merr\--makin.g  and  the  most  jovous 
festivities.  The  wine  and  other  liquors  flowed  freeh', 
and,  while  maiiv  partook  of  the  beverages  temperately, 
an  opportunity  was  given  to  the  weak  and  thouglitless  to 
indulge  in  a  reckless  round  of  dissipation  and  drunken- 
ness. The  raising  of  the  leanto  was  no  exception  to  the 
general  custom.  In  the  report  of  the  expenses  incident 
to  the  occasion  we  find  the  following  item:  "Paid  for 
rum  and  charges  al)out  fish  with  wine  at  raising  the 
'Lentoci'  at  tlie  Meeting  House  ....         2s.  6d.'' 

The  custom  of  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  bever- 
age, whicli  prevailed  througliout  Xew  England  until  a 
conq)arati\-ely  recent  date,  was  one  of  the  besetting  sins 
of  the  ]K_(']^ie  of  Mrirl>lehead  from  its  earliest  settlement. 
Xul  a  vessel  weiii  from  it-.  Ir.iv!-.  -r.  v.dieth.er  for  a  long 
tnp  to  the  ''Inuiks"  or  i^r  a  k-w  dj\-s'  lisliing  in  tlie 
ba\-,  witliout  a  plentiful  sup]>l\'  of  liquor.     Xot  a  \-e.-.>el 


imn 


28 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADlTlOXvS 


arrived  with  a  fare  of  fish  without  ]:)rovidino-  a  good  store 
of  "something-  to  take"  for  washing-out  day.  Tliis 
custom  v;as  so  universal  that  even  at  th.e  town  meetings 
liquor  was  provided  as  a  matter  of  course.  As  a  conse- 
quence many  were  disorderly,  and  the  meetings  were 
frequently  disturbed. 

In  1674  the  town  liad  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
there  vs'cre  then  one  hundred  and  fourteen  householders, 
whose  names,  witli  their  commoraage,  are  recorded  in 
the  records.^  At  a  town  meeting  held  during  this  year 
it  was  voted  that  "all  these  fifteen  or  sixteen  houses 
built  in  -Marblt'head  before  ye  year  1660,  shall  be 
allowed  one  cuws  common  and  a  halfe." 

In  1675  tlie  war  between  tlie  ?dassach.usetts  colonists 
and  tlie  Indians,  known  as  King  Pliilip's  AVar,  broke 
out.  The  fort  was  accordinglv  put  in  order  and  tlie 
three  great  guns  v/liich.  liad  ];)eeii  granted  b}'  tlic  General 
Court  were  placed  in  a  pro])er  position  for  defense.  The 
daring  atrocities  committed  by  th-j.  Indians  dm'ing  this 

■The  names  are  as  follows:  john  Dcvcrix.  Tames  Smith.  Richati!  R^wlan.], 
Tolm  W:xl-lei-n,  lohn  Giiel.ell.  \Villian>  \V. Thonu?  Rose.  Davi  I  'n.v..a:j>, 
-!«■  hr\  Ix-'j::,  William  Nicl-:.  Erasmus  ]amc?.  'i  n.^mas  Ikmriic,  loim  Siaecv, 
Sv!:i.'.r.  loan  Gnliiar,  jolm  .\.  rlhtv,  Ni'cliulas  Marrialt.  'iliomas  i'irman,  Elias 
II-c.;ly.  iv;.ger  Oc  L-.  ti  O.'.iai'i,  Mr.  Gi-.ri.-t.  ]■];•: c  Eaii:nore,  1-rancis  E.huM.n,  Mr. 
^a::,;;eM;h,;evfr,  >i  "^-es  Maxciio:,  >  I  r.  W'.c.i  >n,  Henry  Siacey,  \\ixi.  Chiches- 
ter, Sara,  (.'aru  iii'.ev,  Thomas  Sniiil;,  Ko  i.'  l  Xijrm:oi,  1  )avi.l  ( 'art\v  ithev, 
1. I'c.ich,  Jr..  Wiuow  llartull.  j..sepii  loolia'.er.  Jiohert  km-ht.  \Vir.L.\v 
i'ennctt,  Mark  I'irinan.  S.imi!..-!  War-!.  Ami-r-  >c  (  o,:e,  Jvicia^r.l  Kn-.tt,  Samuel 
(  U!-,  iv.  Maithev.-  Clarke,  i'h.  .s.  Cov.  :ev,  Wm.  W;Ver>.  [•  !.n  Koa  Is,  Hemv 
Trevc-ti.  WiUirm  Heal,  S.  (Jriyy..  'i  l;o;nas  Hiaie,  i'.e:-.;.  ra.me--r,  KtiwM  Rea.l, 
Sam;.  M'lriyiii,  \\m.  I'.rou  oc,  C'aot.  Curwir.-^e,  Tl:a  •.•.•us  R«'.M.ei:.  W'n;.  Rar- 
ti...:  ■me.-..  \Vm.  ?:;t,  lohn  Ee-j,  p..  Rich*(i  R.a-i.  'I  J -lea.!.  Tuhn  E-riml  k- 
com'..  Ri.mM  Hcnetor.).  Henry  Russell.  Thos.  Sa'aN-n.  i  m  .<;i:>..n.  Thomas 
i  :;.'.■■•".  iC.chM  Keith.  Sa:n!.  Reed,  Thomas  'i^iin-.r-,  E'iw'd  1  toman,  'i'lios. 
lolo,  loiw'd  Earn..'!.  Nicholas  Eox.  Th.'S.  rou>lan.i.  Tla -s.  White,  Th-.s.  l.U-.i.h 
Rei^e-t  il..i;!:er.  John  Hay..!",  J_)hn  iVlrickc,  S...J.Tn  i  c>h-id;e.  1  r, .  Eli-.s 
iV'riie.ic,  E-iiji  Ma;ili!>  Eran.as  t.iodler.  h^hn  TrihSv,  ^ie'.o'-  I'ie^e,  I'"^cr' 
Ru-eh,  An-rcv  Ta.-icer.  R..'-o  Ravil-o,  Sa:;l.  --.ii.:',  jojyy  (■i,.,ioa-, 
(  .V  ;-  ■         -      Th  \\  m     I'.av    !■         i  h"" -G  ■  ■  ^     -  ' 

1--.        ;    '        ■  '  :  r.    \l.  v',  .    \:.  r  !       .        ■  .  .  , 

\.         .        ;  .  ■■:  ■■.  v.\  ■  . ,  ;  i  ^  ^  ^  ,  ,  ■  ... 


OF  MARBLEIIEAD.  29 

terrible  war  were  such  as  to  send  terror  to  the  stoutest 
heart.  The  war  began  by  an  attack  made  Vjy  the 
Indians  on  the  town  of  Swanze)',  where,  after  slaughter- 
ing- the  cattle  and  plundering  the  houses,  they  fired  on 
the  inliabitants,  killing  and  wounding  severak  The 
troops  of  the  colony  marched  immediately  to  vSwanzey, 
and  upon  their  appearance  the  Indians  fled,  n;.arking 
the  course  of  their  flight  by  burning  the  buildings,  and 
fixing  on  poles  by  the  wayside  the  hands,  scalps,  and 
heads  of  the  whites. 

"Most' of  the  settlements  were  surrourided  by  thick 
forests,  and  as  the  Indians  lived  intermixed  vsdlh  tlie 
whites,  the  former  were  acquainted,  of  course,  vv'ith  the 
dwellings  of  the  latter,  and  all  the  a\-enues  to  them  ; 
could  watch  their  motions,  and  fall  upon  them  in  their 
defenseless  and  unguarded  moments.  }^Iany  were  shot 
dead  as  they  opened  their  doors  in  the  morning ;  many 
wliile-at  work  in  tlieir  fields,  and  others  while  traveling 
to  visit  their  neighbors,  or  to  places  of  worship;  their 
lives  were  in  continual  jeopard}-;  and  no  one  could  tell 
but  that  in  the  next  moment  he  should  receive  his  death 
shot  from  his  barn,  the  thicket,  or  the  way-side.  De- 
fenseless villages  were  suddenly  attacked,  the  houses 
'  burned,  and  the  men,  women,  and  children  killed  or 
carried  into  captivity.''^ 

This  terrible  and  bloody  war  lasted  three  years  and 
ended  only  at  the  death  of  King  Philip.  The  whites 
had  so  diminished  before  its  close  that  they  began  seri- 
ously to  apprehend  total  extinction.  During  the  year 
1677,  while  the  war  was  at  its  height,  two  Indians  v\'ere 
brought  as  captives  to  ^Farblchead.  Their  fate  is  thus 
portrayed  b\'  ^Iv.  Increase  ?Jatlicr  in.  a  letter  dated  23  of 
Filth  :\Urnt]-!,  TO77.  ''S:i')nalh  night  was  s-nnight,  the 
women  at         ^ielx-atl,  as  the\'  cau^e  out  of  the  ^Meeting- 

^  JliiUoirs  L'liiteii  States. 
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house,  fell  upon  two  Indians  that  were  brought  in  as 
captives,  and  in  a  tumultuous  way,  very  barbarousl)' 
murdered  them.  Doubtless  if  the  Indians  hear  of  it  the 
•captives  among  them  will  be  served  accordingly." 

The  first  school  in  town,  of  which  there  is  any  record, 
was  opened  in  1675,  Tsir.  Edward  Humphries  being  the 
teacher  and  receiving  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  yearly  for 
his  services.  The  same  year  a  watch  liouse  was  built 
upon  "  the  hill  beliind  Thonras  Dodds  house." 

Ill  1676  Knsign  Norman  and  John  Brimblecome  were 
chosen  "  to  look  after  tlie  )'outli  and  boys  on  the  Lords 
day  that  they  behave  tliemselves  vrell  and  orderly." 

In  April,  1678,  it  was  ordered  "that  there  shall  be  a 
Training  day  warned  the  next  IMonday  come  seven 
night,  that  all  persons  fleeting  at  ye  beat  of  ye  drum  at 
ye  stochs,  ^lay  forthwitli  goe  up  and  repair  the  outside 
fence  for  tlie  keeping  out  of  strange  Cattle  for  tliis  year." 

In  I\Iarch,  1679,  ^^'^"^^  agreed  at  a  tov^-n  meeting  "  tliat 
Robert  Knight  sliall  be  clearly  requited  and  descliarged 
from  paying  his  Town  Males  during  his  life  for  his  work- 
manship do]ie  in  tlie  ?>Iecting-house  in  building  the 
^^allerey."  It  was  also  voted  at  the  same  meeting  "  that 
Robert  Knight  liatli  libertic  for  to  flow  the  ferry  swamps 
as  to  the  beneiit  of  his  ?\liH,  and  it  is  to  Conienue  during 
the  towiies  pleasure."  These  votes  illustrate  the  impulsive 
and  generous  dispositions  of  the  people  of  ^Marbiehead, 
traits  v;hich  have  characterized  their  descendants  to  a 
marked  degree  ever  since.  But  a  few  }'ears  before  the 
passage  of  these  votes  'Mr.  Knight,  in  building  the 
leanto,  liad  found  it  necessary  to  cut  away  a  post  under 
the  gallery.  For  this  he  was  severely  censured,  and 
ordered  to  replace  it,  under  a  heavy  ]:)enalt\-.  Naturally 
rcscniin;^;  ilie  in(lignit\-  lie  (k-lawd  iii:-  V'^rk  ane  v.  hoi, 
ai-d  the  tov.  n  \-«  .llhi  llia.i  if  it  were  not  c-''iu]-.:ete(l  \k  i*  oe 
a  certain  date  'Uo  sue  him,  and  to  prosecute  him  from 
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court  to  court  until  the  case  was  ended."  Like  many 
others  v/ho  have  since  suffered  from  the  temporary  unpo|> 
ularity  which  their  actions  have  occasioned,  ISlr.  Knight 
lived  to  see  the  excitement  of  his  fellow  citizens  abate, 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  popular  reaction 
in  his  favor,  of  which  tlie  votes  were  an  evidence. 

Sailors  and  fishermen  are  proverbial  for  their  sympa- 
thy and  disinterested  benevolence  in  behalf  of  the  dis- 
tressed. The  people  of  Marblehead  ha\-e  ever  been  a 
shining  example  of  this  class  of  men,  and  their  gener- 
osit}'  and  good-heartedness  are  shown  on  nearly  every 
page  of  their  history.  A  vote  passed  by  tlie  commoners 
in  16S2  gi\'es  an  evidence  of  their  kindness  which 
should  serve  as  an  example  worthy  of  emulation  by 
their  posterity.  Richard  Meed,  a  man  advanced  in 
years,  having  forfeited  his  lease  of  land  for  a  fish  fence, 
by  being  several  years  in  arrears  for  rent,  the  tov;n 
"  voted,  in  consideration  of  his  age  and  losses,  that  he 
might  pay  two  pounds,  aiul  tlie  rest  should  be  abated  ; 
and  iliat  he  should  enjoy  tlic  ])rivi]ege  of  using  the  land 
for  a  fisli  fence  for  tlie  )\-.<i  of  his  natural  life." 

^riie  year  16S4  was  made  memorable  by  the  public  or- 
dination of  !\ir.  CliCL'X-er,  and  the  organization  of  a 
cliurch  in  ]\Iarble]ie:id.  Mr.  Cbicever  liad  been  preach- 
ing for  sixteen  \-ears,  and  tlie  number  of  communicants 
had  now  increased  to  httx-iwur,  wlio  were  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  vSaleni  to  have  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and 
the  Lord's  vSupper  administered.  This  having  been 
found  inconx  eiiient,  a  vote  was  passed  b\'  the  congrega- 
tion, after  tlie  afteruoon  service  on  the  6th  of  July,  to 
request  Mr.  Cheever  to  he  ordained,  and  to  take  meas- 
ures for  tbie  c>rg:inizati(")n  of  a  church.  On  the  i6th  of 
Jul\-  a  snK'inii        \\-:\-.  i.vr  ili^'  hl.>.-.!iig  of  Qvd 

on  I  lie  und.c  !la--::ri;,.: .  tb.e  eX'.  re;-e.-  being  cciidnelei]  by 
the  Rew  Mr.  Hale  of   r>e\erl\'.    'J'he  ordination  toe)k 
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place  on  the  13th  of  August,  in  the  presence  of  "the 
Deputy  Governor,  five  of  the  Assistants,  twenty  Polders,"- 
and  a  large  concourse  of  people. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  period  of  which  we  are 
writing,  certain  Indians,  heirs  of  tlie  vSquaw  Sachem  of 
Saugus,  liad  presented  claims  of  ownership  of  the  lands 
comprised  in  tlie  township  of  r\Iarbiehead,  and  /ifter  sev- 
eral \-ears  of  contro^•ers^•  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  town 
meeting- and  take  appropriate  action  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  Accordingly  on  the  14th  of  July,  a  meeting- 
was  liekl,  and  ]Moses  I\[averick,  John  Devereux,  Captain 
vSamuel  Vv'ard,  Tliadeous  Riddan,  "William  Beal,  Thomas 
Pitman,  Richard  Read,  and  Nathaniel  Waltown,  with 
the  Selectmen,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  search  after  the  pretended  clainrs. 
]\iessrs.  Jolni  Devereux  and  vSamuel  Ward,  as  a  sub- 
committee, were  authorized  to  purchase  the  land  and 
take,  a  deed  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  town  in  case  the 
claim  should  be  found  valid.  The  committee  reported 
that  the  claim  was  valid,  and  that  tliey  had  ]nirchased  the 
land.  The  town  therefore  appointed  a  committee,  one 
of  whoin  was  Rev.  Samuel  Cheever,  to  "  proportion  each 
Mans  part  according  to  his  privilege  in  the  township." 
The  committee,  after  attending  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  reported  that  after  "  proportioning  the  amount  by 
Cow  leases,  the}-  found  it  to  amount  to  nine  pence 
per  Cow  in  ^foney." 

Passing  over  the  events  of  the  intervening  years  be- 
tween 1684  and  1692,  of  whicli  there  is  no  record  of  any 
importance,  we  come  to  the  period  when  the  great  witch- 
craft delusion  spread  with  such  terri],)le  and  deadly  effect 
among  the  people  of  Pl^sex  Coun.t\'.  The  people  of 
]\Iarl-kiiv  :i(b  crechihius  and  -iiih_  r<Lili(_vi!s,  as  ^vcrc  the  in- 
]:;ib:  <  >i    near]  V  all  ir.:;riliine  t'  '\yns,  ]i>; ened  willi 

awe  to  the  tales  of  distress  wliicli  were  brouglit  from 
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time  to  time  from  their  neighbors  in  Salem  ;  and,  chis- 
tered  about  their  firesides,  or  in  the  sliops  along-  the 
shore,  whispered  of  ghosts  and  goblins,  and  told  blood- 
curdling tales  of  the  sea. 

At  this  time  there  lived  in  ^larblehead  an  old  woman, 
the  wife  of  a  fisherman,  of  whose  supernatural  powers 
many  weird  and  dreadful  stories  had  been  told.  "  I\Iam- 
my  Red"  was  corisidered  a  witch,  and  liad  been  known 
to  afflict  those  wliom  she  disliked  in  various  ways.  To 
some  she  sent  sickness  and  distress  hv  wishinp-  that  a 

bloody  clea\'er  "  might  be  found  on  the  cradles  of  tlieir 
infant  children  ;  and  it  was  said  that  wlienever  the  wish 
\vas  uttered  tlie  "  cleaver was  distinctly  seen,  and  the 
children  sickened  and  died.  At  other  tiuiies,  it  was  said, 
she  caused  the  milk  to  cnrdle  in  the  milk  pail  as  soon  as 
it  had  left  tiie  cow  ;  and  numerous  instances  vrere  cited 
to  prove  that  slie  had  often  caused  the  butter  churned 
by  her  enennies  to  tnrn  to    blue  wool.'' 

In  spite  of  the  grievous  manner  in  which  tliey  believed 
themselves  afflicted,  tlie  kind-lieartcd  people  of  ]\Iarble- 
head  had  made  no  complaini  to  tk.e  authorities  of  the 
maher,  and  it  was  reserved  for  several  deluded  young 
women,  of  Salem,  who  had  alread}-  caused  much  suffer- 
ing in  that  communit)-  ]:)y  their  ready  accusations,  to 
cause  her  arrest  and  imprisonment.  Early  in  the  month 
of  ]May,  1692,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  John  Hathorne 
and  Jonathan  Corv.dn,  two  of  tht:  Assistants,  for  the  ar- 
rest of  Wilmot  Redd,  wife  of  Saiiinel  Redd,  of  IMarble- 
head,  who  was  eliarged  widi  ^Miaving  committed  sundry 
acts  of  witchcraft  on  the  bodies  of  ]\lary  Walcot  and 
Marcv  Lewis,  and  others  of  Salem  \'illao-e,  to  their  o-reat 
hurt/'  etc.  Tlic  examination  ti><,k  jikicc  un  tlie  31st  of 
?vhi\-  at  the  hv>ii-r  v-f  kieuli'iKinl  Xaih:inii_-i  ]n;^ers(^ll  of 
Sak-iu.  Afui  li.-icning  j.Kiticntly  to  the  evidence,  the 
grand  jury  brouglit  in  two  indictments  against  the  worn- 
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an.  In  one  she  was  charged  with  "  certain  detestable 
arts  called  witchcraft  and  sorceries,  wickedly,  maHcioiis- 
ly,  and  feloniously  used,  practiced,  and  exercised  at  and 
in  the  town  of  vSaleni  ....  in,  upon,  and  against  one 
Eliza  Booth  of  Salem,  single  woman,  by  which  said 
wicked  acts  ye  said  -Eliza  Booth  was  tortured,  afflicted, 
consumed,  pined,  wasted,  and  tormented."  The  other 
indictment  charged  her  Vv'itli  practicing  her  "detestable 
arts  "  upon  one  Eliza  Hubbard  of  Salem. 

Tlic  following  is  the  report  of  the  examinatiou  as  found 
in  the  manuscript  records  of  the  trials  for  witchcraft :  — 

"  The  examination  of  Willmot  Redd,  wife  of  vSamuel 
Redd,  of  I\Iar1)lehead,  fislierman,  31st  IMay,  1692. 

"When  tliis  examinant  was  brought  in  .Mercy  Lewis, 
]Mary  Walcot,  and  Abigail  Williams  fell  into  fits. 

"  ^lercy  Eewis  said  this  woman  hath  pinched  me  a 
great  I\Ianv  times. 

"  r\Iary  Walcot  said  this  woman  brought  the  book  to 
her. 

"Au.n  Putnam  jun'^,  saith  she  ne\-er  hurt  her,  but  slie 
liath  seen  her  once  upon  ]\Iercy  Lewis  and  once  upon 
:\Iary  Walcot  tlie  last  fast  day. 

Eliza  Hubbard  said  this  examinant  had  brought  the 
book  to  her  arid  told  lier  she  woukl  knock  lier  in  the 
head  if  she  woukl  not  wrile. 

Ami  Putnam  said  she  brought  the  book  to  her  just 
now. 

"  ICliz  Booth  fell  into  a  lit  au.d  ^lary  Walcot  and  Ann 
Putn.uu  said  it  was  this  woman  afflicted  her. 

"  Susan  Slieklan  was  ordered  to  go  to  tlie  examinant, 
but  vras  knoct  down  before  she  came  to  her,  and  being 
so  carr\'e(l  to  said  Redd  in  a  tit  was  made  well  after  said 

Redd  llav]  g]a>I)t  lu'V  ;"irm. 

Tliis  t.-.\.\)uli:.i.i!i  w  -IS  liU!  ])v  ihr  u]a;' i-irales  to  ]i>;.>k 
u])un  I'.iiz.  Hulilxird  and  upon  tlie  cxamin;uits  casting 
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her  eye  upon  said  Hubbard,  she,  the  said  Hubbard,  was 
knoct  do\vn. 

"  Abigail  Williams  and  John  Indian  being  carried  to 
the  exaininant  in  a  grevious  fit  were  made  well  by  her 
grasping  their  arms. 

"This  examinant  being  often  urged  wliat  she  thought 
these  persons  ailed,  would  say  :  '  I  can  not  tell.'  Then 
being  askt  if  slie  did  not  think  they  were  bewitched, 
she  answered  :  '  1  can  not  tell.'  And  being  urged  for 
her  opinion  in  the  case,  all  she  would  say  was:  'J/i- 
opinion  is  'tJiat  fJiry  arc  in  a  sad  condi/ion.-  " 

The  case  was  evidently  laid  over  for  trial  until  the 
14th  of  vSeptcm1)er  following,  when  a  grand  iiiquest  was 
held.  The  following  residents  of  r\[aiblehead  were  sum- 
moned as  witnesses,  nanieh"  :  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  Dodd,  the  wife  and  daugliter  of  Thomas  Ellis, 
John  Calley,  David  vSliaj^lev,  wife  and  daughter,  John 
Chinn,- IMartlia  locals,  Elias  Plenley,  Jr.,  and  vnfe,  Ben- 
jamin Gale,  John  Ihibboe  (  Bubier  ),  Charit}'  Pitman 
and .  Jacob  Wormv^'ood  ;  all  of  whom  appeared  excejjt 
John  Calle}'  and  Elias  Henley,  Jr.,  who  were  at  sea,  and 
Benjamin  Gale,  who  was  not  well. 

The  testimony  of  the  persons  belonging  in  vSalem  was 
'  substantially  tlic  same  as  that  given  by  them  at  the  ex- 
amination in  A  Lay,  exccj/i  that  ever\'  look  and  gesture  of 
the  poor  woman  on  that  occasion  was  novv  brought  up 
as  evidence  against  her,  and  each  of  the  witnesses  con- 
cluded by  saying  :  I  believe  in  my  heml  that  AVillmot 
Redd  is  a  witch. 

"The  testimony  of  Charity  Pitman  of  ]\Iarblehead  : — 

"  This  deponent  aged  twenty-nine  }'ears  affirms  :  That 
about  fi\'e  years  ago,  ?\Irs.  Svms  of  ye  towne,  having 
lost  S'-mc  linnen  whicli  she  suspected  Martlui  Lawrence 
the  girl  \^•:^)  tiien  Hved  wilii  WillnK.l  Re-Id  had  taken 
up,  desired  the  deponent  to  g*)e  Vvith   her  to  Willm<n 
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Redds  and  demanding-  the  same,  having-  many  words 
about  the  same,  Mrs.  Syms  told  her  that  if  she  would 
not  deliver  thein  she  would  go  to  Salem  to  ]\Iajor 
Hathorne  and  gitt  special  warrant  for  her  servant  girl. 
Upon  which  the  said  Redd  told  her  in  my  hearing-  that 
she  hoped  ,  she  mig-ht  never  ....  if  she  did  not  goe. 
And  some  sliort  time  after,  tlie  deponent  observed  that 
^Irs.  vSynis  v/as  taken  with  the  distemper  of  the  dr)- 
belly  ake,  and  so  continued  many  months  during  her 
stay  in  the  towne,  and  was  not  cured  whilst  she  tarried 
in  the  country. 

"  vSarah  Dodd  affirmed  upon  hei  oath  to  ye  grand  in- 
quest that  she  heard  Mrs.  Synrs  threaten  to  have  AVill- 
mot  Redd  before  a  magistrate  for  some  of  sd  Redds 
mesdemeanors  and  sd  Redd  wisht  Mrs.  vSyms  might  nev- 
er any  v.-ays  ease  Nature  before  she  did  it.  And  soon 
after  to  th.is  deponents  knowledge,  it  fell  out  \viU\  ]\Irs. 
Syms  according  to  said  Redds  wish. 

"  I\lr.  Ambrose  Gale  affirmed  that  Mrs.  S>-ms  v/as 
about  tliat  time  or  soon  after  so  afllicted  as  was  then 
reported." 

.The  testimony  of  the  other  witnesses  from  ^larble- 
liead  is  not  recorded.  The  poor  woman  was  condemned, 
however,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  vShe  was  executed 
at  Gallows  Hill,  vSalem,  on  the  2 2d  of  September. 

Let  us  not,  with  the  light  and  intelligence  of  this 
nineteenth  centur\',  judge  our  ancestors  too  liarshly  for 
their  fanaticism  and  ignorance.  The  belief  in  v^-itchcraft 
at  that  time  was  almost  universal  througliout  luirope, 
and  was  sliared  alike  by  the  learned  and  the  ignorant,  tlie 
nuigistratcs  and  the  clerg}-,  the  nabob  and  the  peasant. 

Ret  us  rumember  and  be  thankful  that  tlu-  inlcllig-ence 
and  re.ix  'U  of  our  ancotors  final  1\-  c«>ui:U(.  re'i  ii^.  the 
slnigi.;!^-,  liievvby  cru^iiing  out  tlie  •k-]i;.-i'  an-!  yi\fiiig 
a  blow  to  superstition  from  vrhich  it  ne\-er  reco\-ered. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

In  the  precedino-  cliapter  an  evidence  has  been  criyen 
of  the  superstition  of  the  jX'Ople  of  Essex  County  at  the 
time  of  tlie  ever  n]enioral.>le  witclicraft  dehision,  1)ut  it 
would  be  abnost  impossible  to  relate  half  the  supersti- 
tious traditions  firmly  believed  by  the  inhaijitants  of 
Marblehead  then,  and  f(.)r  more  than  a  century  after. 

Stories  of  phantom  sliips  seen  at  sea  before  the  loss  of 
a  vessel  ;  of  the  a])pearance  on  tlie  water  of  loved  ones 
who  had  died  at  home  ;  footsteps  and  voices  heard  mys- 
teriouslv  in  the  still  liours  of  the  nicrjit  cominp-  as 
warnings  from  ar.otlier  world.  vSigns  and  omens  which 
foretold  tlie  ap];'roacliini;-  dealli  of  some  member  oi  a 
famil}-,  or  prophecies  wliispered  b\  the  w'md  that  those 
avv'ay  on  the  niii,s^r]]t-y  dee])  would  firid  a  water}'  grave. 

These,  and  oilier  stories  of  pirates  met  on.  the  seas  and 
smugglers  wlu)  secreted  thieir  treasures  along  tlie  shore, 
formed'  the  bunk-n  of  con.versation  througli  the  long 
v/inter  e\'enin.<;;s.  Of  tliu  u.uin\-  traditions  of  this  natuix-, 
told  with  simple  faith  and  sincere  belief  b}-  our  ances- 
tors, few  ha\'e  come  down  l(j  their  descendants,  and  of 
these  the  stt:n-y  ui  the  Screeching  A\'oman  is  perhaps  the 
most  distinctl)'  rememb^-red. 

It  was  said  that,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teeutli  centur\\  a  v^pani-d,i  ship,  laden  with  ricli  mercjian- 
di>e,  wa>eainu!\d  by  ]'ir.;t; ;r.i<l  l>r<»ijgln  into  the  ji arbor 

the  ill-i'aled  :dii[>  h.id  i'e^-n  murfbred  .u  tlie  lime  oi  th^- 
cap'tnre,  exce})t   a   bL/mtilnl    Ihiidish   lady,  whom  the 
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ruffians  broug-ht  on  shore  near  ^vllat  is  now  called 
Oakum  Ba}',  and  lliere  barbarously  murdered  her.  The 
few  fishermen  wlio  inhabited  ijie  place  were  absent,  and 
tlie  women  and  children  who  remained  could  do  nothing- 
to  prevent  the  crime.  The  screams  of  the  victim  were 
loud  and  dreadful,  and  her  cries  of  Lord,  sa\-e  iiie  ! 
^lercy !  Oh  !  Lord  Jesus,  save  me  I "  wer6  distinctly 
heard.  ■  The  body  Vx'as  buried  wheie  the  crime  was 
perpetrated,  and  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  on 
the  anni\'crsary  of  that  dreadful  tragedy  tlie  screaujs  of 
tlie  poor  Vv'oman  were  repeated  in  a  voice  so  slirill  and 
supernatural  as  to  send  an  indescribable  tlirill  of  horror 
through  all  who  heard  them. 

■  There  were  other  beliefs  as  firml}-  held,  wliicli,  tliough 
equalh'  as  superstitious,  were  ]nucli  more  agreeable  and 
romantic.  The  young  women,  on  the  nights  wlien  a 
new  moon  was  to  appear,  would  congreg-ate  at  one  of 
tlie  houses  in  the  neighborhood,  and  putting  a  hu.ge  pot 
of  tallov;  over  the  lire  would  drop  hot>nails  "  into  tlie 
'boilino'  fat,  fnmh-  believing'  that  the  N'oumr  man  who 
slipuld  appear  while  tlie  nails  were  dropjjing  would  be 
the-  future  husband  of  the  fair  damsel  wlio  dropped 
tliem.  .  At  other  times  tlie  \'oung  women  would  go  to 
cm  upper  window,  and,  reaching  half  wa\-  out,  throw  a 
1)all  of  yarn  into  the  street,  believing  that  the  lucky 
>-ouith  who  picked  it  up  would  surely  come  forward  with 
an  offer  of  marriage. 

T/ntil  the  ordination  of  ^Ir.  Cheever  nearly  all  the 
marriages  in  town  had  been  solemnized  by  ^h.  ^laver- 
ick,  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  n.iagistrates,  and 
was  for  many  years  the  onh-  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
pl.ice.  Mr.  Alawricl;  was  a  selectman,  t'.)wu  clerk, 
i\t]nng  man,'  aud  a  m<,-mi)er  ef  e\er\-  im]'-riant  c^'Ui- 
miUee   chi)>Ln   \>\    the    luwn.  a   c* )nM(kra] )le 

]>ortii)ii  of  the  townshi}),  and  being  largeh'  iritcrested  in 
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tlie  fishino-  trade,  he  Avas  a  man  of  crreat  influence  in  the 
comniimity  and  his  advice,  when  given,  was  followed 
wdth  implicit  confidence  b)'  the  simple  fishermen  with 
whom  he  lived. 

The  customs  of  the  ])eople  at  this  time,  and  for  many 
years  after,  were,  some  of  them,  of  the  most  curious 
nature. 

A  marriage  was  the  scene  of  the  most  joyous  festivi- 
ties, and  the  occasion,  of  a  season  of  merr}'-making-  for 
an  entire  week  in  duration.  Everybody  in  the  commu- 
nity wlio  chose  attended  the  wedding,  and  wlien,  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  niglit,  the  guests  vrere  read}'  to  depart 
for  their  own  homes,  the  bride  and  groom  were  put  to 
bed  by  their  maids  and  groomsmen,  and  the  entire  com- 
pany marclied  around  tlieir  bed,  throwing  old  shoes  and 
stockings,  and  various  otlier  missiles,  at  them,  for  good 
luck,  and  b\-  way  of  a  parting  salute. 

As  the  town  increased  in  importance  and  prosperity, 
tlie  custom,  so  prevalent  throughout  New  England,  of 
presenting  the  pall-bearers  at  funerals  with  glo\  es  andi 
gold  finger-rings,  became  very  fashionable  among  the 
wc'aithier  families.  These  rings  were  often  of  a  very 
curious  and  unique  design,  and  there  arc  several  of  them 
held  as  heirlooms  by  some  of  the  older  inliabitants  to-day. 

For  some  years  previous  to  the  year  1698,  it  appears 
that  no  school  had  been  kept  in  I\Iarblehead  for  any 
length  of  time  exceeding  a  few  brief  months.  In  No- 
vember of  that  >-ear  a  school  was  opened  b\'  ^Ir.  Josiah 
Cotton,  who  came  to  ^Mai'bleliead  at  the  urgent  request 
of  several  uf  the  infinL-ritial  inhabitants.  ]\Ir.  Cotton 
was  a  \-oung  man,  not  quite  nineteen  years  of  age,  who 
had  but  a  slun't  time  l>efi_'rv  Ix-en  graduated  frerni  ITarward 
C«.'lkgv.  lb.-  Vv\i>  a  -  ran..  I V. II  cf  ilx-  Ivev.  J«-»hn  Cotton, 
and  a  nvpi'.eVv'  v-t  i  \w  ceiv '  •va'.edi  Or,  Cotton  .Mather. 
The  tovv-n  a:_;reed  to  t'ay  him  ffieen  }K)1iiu1s  a  \-ear  for 
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his  services,  and  he  received  "six  pence  and  a  groate  a 
week  "  from  each  of  the  scliolars  who  attended  the 
schooL  As  the  inhabitants  generally  sent  their  children 
to  the  school  it  soon  increased  to  sevent)'-five  scholars, 
and  the  income  of  the  teacher  was  increased  to  about  fifty 
pounds  per  aniuim  in  silver  money. 

Durinof  his  stRv  in  ^Marblehcad  ?^Ir.  Cotton  lived  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  famiK'  of  the  minis- 
ter, ]\lr.  Chee\'er,  tliough  for  a  short  time  he  boarded  in 
the  families  of  Captain  Edward  Brattle  and  Captain 
John  Browne.  While  hei'e  he  studied  theology,  and 
preached  his  first  sermon  November  23,  1701.  In  1704 
^Ir.  Cotton  took  his  final  leave  of  ^larbleliead,  and  some 
years  after  wrote  an  account  of  his  life  while  liere,  from 
vv-hich  we  are  permitted  to  extract  the  following:  — 

"  AVhen  T  came  to  this  place  I  was  raw  and  young,  not 
19  years  old,  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  vrondered  at, 
if  I  gave  wa\'  too  much  to  tliat  extravagance.  Intemper- 
ance, Negligence  in  Religion,  and  Disorderliness,  that  is 
too  rile  in  tliat  place.  I  desire  to  tliank  God  that  it  was 
no  more,  and  to  be  humbled  tliat  it  was  so  much,  and  to 
be  ■  tliankful  that  after  so  much  vanity  God  brought 
me  to  myself  and  did  not  suffer  me  to  be  uiterl\"  ruined. 
In  the  latiLU'  end  of  1703  I  liad  tbouglits  c.f  renu)ving 
from  ?\larl)lel'! cad,  supposing  the  place  (  being  then  un- 
der dcca\' )  n.ot  likeU'  to  afford  me  a  settlement,  and  ac- 
cordingly I  left  it  about  two  montlis.  In  that  time  I 
went  to  Sandwich  and  Dartmouth,  in  the  couu>t\'  of 
Bristol,  to  which  I  had  been  directed  by  the  l>oston 
ministers.  I  tarried  and  preached  at  Dartmouth  but 
one  vSal.)bath. 

"  After  mv  coming  from  tlience  I  liad  se\"eral  letters 
fr:.!u  :iiv  ii'-^dber  Cu-kiiig.  r'UcI  Sanmel  kerhak'i\\-,  ]\^'|., 
in i  »  ^:.^x-\>  >c]uk>\  at  Bt^'-t.-^.mvir.in,  on  the 
i'i>eaL.iir..i  Kix'er,  towar^/ls  wliicli  1  steered  m)-  course  ; 
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but  calling  at  Marbleheacl,  and  they  remaining  still  des- 
titute of  a  school  master,  I  agreed  with  them  again 
(upon  the  ad\^ancement  of  my  salary  from  the  Town, 
under  the  former  regulation  for  particular  scholars,  for 
they  would  not  make  it  a  free  school )  and  tarried  half  a 
year  longer  in  ye  school,  and  desire  to  acknowledge  it 
as  a  favor  that  my  service  therein  as  well  as  befoi'e  was 
acceptable  and  successful. 

"  The  people  there  being  generally  if  not  universally 
inclined  to  give  their  children  comnuiu  learning,  tho' 
scholars  rise  but  thin  amon.gst  thou.  There  was  but  one 
that  went  from  thence  whilst  I  kept  school  to  the 
college,  and  that  was  the  minister's  son  'My.  Amos 
Cheever,  now  minister  at  ^Manchester.  There  was 
another  designed,  viz  :  John  Ih'owne  sou  of  Capt. 
BroAvne,  but  death  put  an  end  to  the  design. 

"  I  have  heretofore  thought  of  writing  a  particular 
character  and  description  of  ^larblehead,  or  rather  his- 
tory of  my  obser\-atious  there,  but  upon  the  attempt, 
fmdiug  I  could  not  do  it  witliout  too  mucli  sat\-r  and 
reflection  ( perhaps  to  some  to  whom  1  was  obliged  ),  I 
laid  it  aside  and  shall  onl_\'  say  that  the  whole  township 
is  not  nnich  bigger  than  a  large  farm,  and  very  rocky, 
and  so  tlie\'  are  forc't  to  get  their  living  out  of  the  sea, 
not  having  room  to  confound  the  nsherman  with  the 
husbandman,  and  so  spoil  both  as  they  do  in  some 
places.  It  has  a  very  good  Harbotu'  which  thev  improve 
to  the  best  advantage  for   Fishing  l.>oth  vSummer  and 

Winter  And  fnially  it  is  one  of  the  best  country 

places  to  keep  sclu)ol  in,  provided  a  man  be  firmly  fix't 
in  principk-s  of  Virtue  and  religion,  which  I  heartily 
v.'isli  were  more  abundant  am(.)ng  tiieui  in  the  life  and 
pov.\'r  ('ill. 

''My  L;H.iU;-t  iuliniac\-  whil-.t  at  Marblehead,  was 
with  the  fan]il\-  of  Col.  Leg.^',  wlio>e  kady  was  a  gentle- 
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woman  of  great  gravity,  integrity  and  prnclence,  and 
with  the  families  of  Capt.  John  Browne,  and  Capt. 
Edward  Brattle,  who  married  Col.  Leggs  two  danghters. 
By  which  means  1  had  some  nncomfortable  jarrs  with 
Col.  X.  and  liis  Lady,  who  held  no  great  correspondence 
with  other,  families.  And  I  would  from  my  own  expe- 
riePiCe  advise  all  men  and  especially  young  men,  upon 
their  first  setting  OTit  in  life,  to  a\-oid  all  meddling  too 
far  and  to  carry  it  with  an  equal  hand  tov/ards  all." 

The  town  records  of  this  ])eriod  are  very  incom],)lete, 
and  furnish  little  information  concerning  the  customs 
or  habits  of  life  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  A]3ril,  1709,  tlie  commoners  leased  all  that  great 
head  of  land  on  the  nortlnvest  side  of  Charles  Island  in 

Little   M  arbor  to 
-v;-  ''  ^"'       >y;^       '  • Edward  Dimond, 
'  \  "  shoreuian,  for 

^^-i!^\:<  '  "^         .  -)^-      tlic  suui   of  thir- 

y^y/;     •  r:.-^^  -'-     -  teen  shillings  ^"eal"- 

.  .        [-J;  '    -  -■       l)'-     This  ])erson 

-  y         ;    , '-y  .,:         :^    -   .  ^  '  probably  the 

--■^-/^I'^':X?,^y'';^  famous   ''old  Di- 

' ^^^j— -  niond of  whom 

such  fabulous  sto- 

HorSE  OF  OLD  IHMCND.     lUKTHPl-ACE  Oi"  MOI.L  FITCJIEK. 

ries  were  told  and 

believed.  It  ^^■as  said  that  he  was  a  wizard,  and  pos- 
st^^sed  the  black-  art  "  which  enabled  liim  to  foretell 
coming  events,  to  avert  disasters  from  his  friends,  and 
bring  distress  upon  his  enemies.  Wlien  the  night 
was  dark  and  stormy,  and  the  wind  gave  evidence 
of  blowing  a  gale,  ''old  Dimond woidd  wend  his  way 
to  the  inn'\-in^-  hill,"  and  ihcix-  amoug  tlie  gra\-cs  and 
t( 'lU' -i; 'IK  "  !  t  ai  )i  ;ul/'  and  L^iw-  o!iU-is  li'V  tlK-  man- 
;;y  V.  i; 'v  i;l   «  k  hi-  \-v •>>•..•]>  at  Ir.    a   \'ok\:   loud  and 

dear,  (ii>tincll\-  lieard  abow-  the  roar  of   tlu-  temjK'St, 
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these  orders  would  be  given,  and  no  one  dared  question 
their  power  to  save  from  shipwreck.  The  advice  of 
"  old  Diniond  "  was  soug-lit  by  people  far  and  near,  who 
believed  in  Ins  great  powers,  but  woe  betide  the  evil- 
doer who  came  into  his  presence.    Once  when  a  guilty 


r.nNlSTEKS'  GRAVES,  OLD   RUKVlNG  HILL, 

fellow  who  liad  stolen  wood  from  a  poor  widov/  came  to 
him  for  advice,  the  wizard  charmed  liim,  an.d  caused 
him  to  vv-alk  all  night  with  a  heavy  log  of  wood  on  his" 
ba"ck.  At  another  time,  wlicn  a  sum  of  money  liad  been 
stolen  from  an  aged  couple,  "  old  Dimond  told  where 
it  could  be  foUvud,  and  ga\'e  tlie  name  of  the  thief.  Let 
not  the  reader  tliink  that  tliese  stories,  illustrating-  the 
superstition  of  our  ancestors,  are  exaggerated  in  tlie  least. 
They  are  told  b\-  aged  peo]de,  living  in  IMarbleliead  to- 
day, who  rememl)L-r  with  what  faith  and  earnestness 
they  were  told  In-  their  motliers  and  grandnu.Uhers, 

Of  the  same  class  are  the  stories  told  of  th.e  man  who 
v.-as  chased  one  night  Ijy  a  cor]\se  in  a  coffin,  and  shortly 
after  sickened  and  died  ;  of  the  poor  fellow  who  was 
chafed  ])y  hi>  Satanic  nuiK-tv  iii m^elf,  scaled  in  a  car- 
riage  uu>\  drav.-ii  \>\  f-ur  while  h.^  -r.-es  :  an.vl  of  the  \-«);rrj' 
lishernian  \\];<»  ari'i\\;d  ]i>'i:;^  in  fu.  ni-ht,  and  mteting 
the  \uung  v.-oman  [o  whtvji  Ix-  v/Lis  ])etruthcd,  gaw  lier  a 
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few  of  the  fish  he  had  caiio-ht,  onlv  to  see  her  fade  awav 
and  vanish  from  his  sight.  The  n.ext  morning-  the  heart- 
broken lover  learned  that  the  girl  he  loved  had  died 
during  his  absence,  and  became  convinced  tliat  he  had 
seen  an  apparition.  AVhat  the  ghost  did  with  the  fish 
has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained. 

Of  the  events  of  the  intervening  years  between  1709 
and  171.}.  little  can  be  ascertained.^  A  few  years  previ- 
ous an  Episcopal  church  had  been  gathered,  and  a  parish 
organized,  and  during  tlie  year  17 14  a  church  edifice 
Vv as  erected.    The  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  building 

were  subscri]_^cd  by 
,      of^/v -      /      thirty-tln'ce  gentle- 
i;^rx.  ■  '    ^  .  ■      '     ^'  -'^Y^y^      mQ.x\  who  pledged 

v-'r-'-'       themselves  in  va- 
'  .r  .  .  ■  rious  sums  to  the 

^:ys'.  •  -Vi     ;       :  i     .  amount  01  £^JS' 

\  '      The  list  wasliead- 

!  ,  .  /  \  ed  by  Gen.  Francis 

-  -   -  Nicholson,  who 

subscribed  s, 

ST.  Michael's  chukch. 

"   .  and  llie  remainder 

was  fiiade  up  by  various  captains  of  vessels  in  sums 
\-ar}'ing  from  £2  to  £12  each.  The  frauj.e  and  all  thxC 
materials  used  in  the  construction  of  the  building  were 
brought  from  England.  The  first  rector  was  th.e  Rev. 
William  Shaw,  who  arrived  and  took  charge  of  tlie 
parish  on  the  20tli  of  July,  1715. 

In  1 714,  the  Rc\-.  Mr.  Cheever  haviiig  become  very 
old  and  infirju,  his  church  voted  to  settle  a  younger 
minister  with  him  as  an  assistant.  Accordingly,  a  meet- 
ing was  lield,  aud  two  candid;,ites  were  ]")rcSi.MUi-d  i^jr  th.e 
cntjicc  of  ih(.'  chii-clu  i^ik'  of  wh.-ui  wa^  Mr.  Jvkn 
i^ariiard,  o:  :m-\  iik-  >.uw\  Mr.  Ivlwanl  lb_^]vokL-. 


•'Ihe  Town  Recni-'.Is  hcfAccii  1710  anil  J721  ha\c  Lccii  lust  or  stolen. 
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Mr.  Barnard  was  chosen  by  a  small  majority  and  at  a 
town  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose  the  choice  of 
the  church  was  ratified  b}'  the  town.  Tliis  action  on  tlie 
part  of  the  town  was  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  adher- 
ents of  j\Ir.  Holyoke,  and  occasioned  a  controversy 
which  resulted  in  a  division  of  the  church,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  the  disaffected  members.  The  town  voted  to 
grant  permission  for  the  organization  of  another  church, 
and  the  erection,  of  a  new  meetingdiouse,  and  a  charter 
was  obtained  from  tlie  General  Court.  The  members  of 
thxC  first  chiu'cli  sent  an  earnest  and  solemn  protest  to 
tlie  Governor  and  the  Le^-islature  ao-ainst  the  formation 
of  a  new  church,  declar- 
ino^  that  as  there  was 
already  one  "  Church 
and  one  IMeeting-house 
in  the  place  "  the  erec- 
tion of  a  third  place  of 
worship  would  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  town. 
They  also  charged  their 
brethren  wlio  desired 
to  form  the  new  clmrcli 
with  the  grave  offence 
of  going  about  the  town  — c^-^, 
and  "defaming  and  ■■  -.^.^ 

vilifying  the  character  ^'""'"^         ^'^""^  ^'^"^ 

of  Mi\  ]'>arnard."  On  the  9th  of  November,  1715,  Mr. 
Barnard  entered  u.pon  liis  duties  as  the  assistant  pastor 
of  the  First  Church,  and  on  the  2  5tli  of  the  following 
April,  1736,  the  new  fleeting-house  having  been  erected, 
the  vSecond  Cnngregalional  Clnircli  was  organized,  and 
r\Ir.  Jb.'lyohe  was  «>r..!;ii]K-d  as  ]->ast(>r.  The  ordination  of 
Mr.  ];:u  ii.i:(j  ii...>k  place  i-n  the  i8tli  otV  July  of  the  same 
\"ear. 
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The  condition  of  the  town  at  this  time  is  described  by 
Mr.  Barnard  in  his  autobiography  as  miserable  in  the 
extreme.  He  says  :  "  When  I  first  came  [in  1714]  there 
were  two  companies  of  poor,  smoke-dried,  rude,  ill- 
clotlied  men,  trained  to  no  niihtary  discipHne  but  that 
of  '  Whipping  the  vSnake,'  as  it  was  called.  There  was 
not  so  much  as  one  pro[)cr  carpenter,  nor  mason,  nor 
tailor,  nor  butclier  in  tlie  town,  nor  any  market  worth 
naming- ;  but  tliey  had  tlieir  houses  built  by  country 
workmen,  and  their  clothes  made  out  of  town,  and  sup- 
plied themselves  with  beef  and  pork  from  ])Oston,  whicli 
drained  the  town  of  its  money.  And  what  above  all  I 
would  remark,  there  WcLS  not  so  much  as  one  foreign 
trading  vessel  belonging  to  the  town,  nor  for  several 
years  "after  I  came  into  it;  though  no  tovvui  had  really 
greater  advantages  in  their  hands.  The  people  con- 
tented tliemselves  to  be  tlie  slaves  that  digged  in  the 
mines,  and  left  the  merchants  of  r>oston,  vSalem  and 
Europe  to  cany  away  the  gains  ;  by  wliich  means  the 
town,  v.'as  alwavs  dismally  poor  in  circumstances,  in- 
\'ol\'ed  in  debt  to  the  mcrcliants  more  than  the\"  were 
vrorth  ;  nor  could  I  find  twent^'  families  in  it  that,  upon 
"the  best  examination,  could  stand  upoUi  their  own  leg's, 
and  the\'  were  generally  as  rude,  sv/earing,  drunken  and 
fighting  a  crew  as  they  were  poor.'^ 

Throuigh  the  influence  of  Mr,  Barnard  the  people  were 
finally  induced  to  send  their  own  fish  to  market,  'Mr. 
Joseph  vSwett  Ix-ing  the  fu'st  man  to  en.gage  in  the  enter- 
prise. He  fitted  out  a  small  schooner  wliich  he  sen.t  to 
Barbadoes  with  a  cargo  of  fisli,  and,  being  successful,  was 
in  a  few  \'ears  enabled  to  build  vessels  and  send  his  fish 
to  lurfopeau  markets.  In  a  sliort  tinne  others,  enc(>U;r- 
aged  1  >y  his  >u.ccess.  <.n gaged  in  the  busiTie^s.  and  the 
to\\'n  '.wy 'Vrii  an  »Ta  ■  i ir^ ; K-3'it\'  siu;h  it  li.i'i  nev  er 
knuwn  beU.ire.    Cuud  workmen  of  ewiA'  d.e>ci'iption  now 
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abounded  in  the  place,  and  from  their  more  frequent  inter- 
course with  the  outside  world,  the  air  of  isolation  which 
had  so  long  characterized  the  inhabitants  began  to  wear 
off  to  a  certain  extent,  and  though  their  manners  were 
somewliat  rude,  they  became  noted  for  their  kindness 
and  hospitality-  to  strangers. 

Elsewhere  in  this  work  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
peculiar  dialect  of  the  people  of  ^larblehead.  vSo  broad 
and  quick  was  their  pronunciation,  and  so  strange  were 
the  idioms  characterizing  their  spcecli,  that  a  native  of 
the  town  was  known  wherever  he  went.  Nor  was  tliis 
peculiarity  confined  to  any  class  or  condition  of  men 
residing  in  the  town.  All  shared  it  alike,  of  whatever 
rank  or  condition  in  life.  The  words  were  clipj^ed  off 
very  shortly,  and  in  some  sections  a  sligiit  difference 
in  the  dialect  was  noticeable.  The  "Cu.nny  Lane" 
people  always  dropped  the  li  in  speaking,  and  their 
vernacular  was  much  like  that  of  a  cockney  English- 
man, in  addition  to  that  which.  bclraN'ed  them  "to  tlie 
manner  born.'' 

Hardly  a  famih-  in  the  olden  time  escaped  with  a 
correct' pronunciation  of  its  name.  The  name  of  Crown- 
inshield  became  "  Grounsel  ; Trefry  was  variously  pro- 
nounced, "Duvy,''  ''Tev/y,"  ^^Trewe,''  and  "  Trcfroy  ;  " 
Quiner  became  "Coonier;''  and  Trasher  was  abbreviated 
to  "  Trash. ''^  Sometimes,  however,  the  abbreviation  or 
corruption  was  much  nearer  the  original  famih'  name 
than  that  afterward  adopted,  as  in  tlie  case  of  Le  Fleuri 
which  was  clipped  to  "  Flurry and  finally  became 
Florence. 

So  accustomed  were  man\'  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
cognomen  b\'  which  the)'  wert-  known  th.at,  in  sonie  in- 
stauc<-^,  ih':y  vlid  not  recognize  their  own  names  when 
c:iiieil  ]»\-  ikeiii.  A  iii>t:inee  ol  liiis  kiiul  is  rehited  in 
the  "  Life  and  Letters  of  Judge  vStor)-,''  who  was  a  nati\'e 
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of  the  town.  "  Once  while  he  was  lr}'ing-  a  case  in  the 
Circuit  Court,  in  Boston,  the  clerk  called  out  the  name 
of  one  of  the  jury  as  ^Michael  Treffery  ( it  being  so  spelt ). 
No  ans\ver  was  given.  Again  he  was  called,  and  still 
there  was  silence.  '  It  is  very  strange,'  said  the  clerk, 
'I  saw  that  man  here  not  two  minutes  ago.'  'Where 
does  he  come  from  ? '  asked  the  judge.  '  Alarblehcad, 
may  it  please  your  Honor,'  said  the  clerk.  '  If  that's 
the  case,'  said  the  judge,  'let  me  see  tlie  list.'  The  clerk 
handed  it  up  to  him.  He  looked  at  the  n.ame  a  minute, 
and  handing  back  the  list,  said,  'Call  I\Iike  Trer;i'6''  j 
(throwing  the  accent  on  the  last  syllable).  '  }*Iike  i 
Trer^Ti\'  called  tlie  clerk.  '  Here,'  answered  a  gruff  | 
voice.  '  Why  did  you  not  answer  before?  '  said  the  clerk. 
'  Trel~f er\'  is  no  way  to  pronounce  m\-  name,'  said  the  \ 
juryman,  '  I\Iy  name  is  ^like  Tree^i'^^,  as  the  judge 
knows.'  '' 

Another  anecdote  to  the  same  purpose  is  related  in  the 
work  :  On  one  occasion  when  some  of  our  fishermen 
were  in  court  to  settle  a  mutin\-  which  had  taken  place 
on  tlie  Grand  Banks  (  of  Newfoundland  ),  one,  on  being 
Ccdjcd  upon  to  state  what  he  knevv',  said,  that  the  ski]:)per 
and  one  of  his  shipmates  had  wliat  he  called  a  '  jor  of 
ile.'  Tlii^  presiding  judge  in  vain  endeavored  to  get  a 
more  intelligible  answer,  and  finally  Judge  vStory  was 
called  upon,  as  usual,  to  act  as  interpreter  to  his  tovvuis- 
man,  which  he  did,  telling  the  court,  that  a  '  jor  of  ile,' 
in  tlie  Marblehead  dialect,  was  'a  jaw  awhile,'  which, 
being  interpreted,  meant  that  tlie  two  men  abtised  each 
other  grossly  for  some  time.'' 

Thougli  the  dialect  once  so  general  among  t1ie  people 
is  now  almc'St  extinct,  there  are  many  words  used  occa- 
sion;iil\'  Id  kn(_>\v  ihc  meaning  of  which  wcjuld  ]hi/z]l-  a 
sH\;uL;e:'.  nfLen,  wrou  ;ni\'  (if  tho  natives  fvel  slighll}' 
cold  or  ehilh"  thcs'  will  sa\'  that  the\'  are     (:7 /;;;;;/)'."  If 
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they  lose  their  way  in  the  dark  and  become  confused  or 
bewildered,  they  will  say  that  they  were  "  pixilated."  In 
speaking  of  the  ceiling  of  a  room  many  of  the  older  peo- 
ple still  call  it  the  "  planchment. When  a  lady,  on 
examining  a  piece  of  sewing,  finds  that  it  is  carelessly  or 
impj'operly  done,  it  is  not  unusual  to  hear  her  pronounce 
the  work  a  froach."  When  food  lias  been  in.iproperly 
prepared,  or  i.s  not  sufficiently  cooked,  it  is  spoken  of  as 
"  cautch." 

When  very  angr}-  for  any  reason,  it  is  a  common  oc- 
currence to  liear  some  one  exclaim  Squael  hm  up  ! 
"  Squael  something  at  liim  I  "  or  ''He  ought  to  be 
scpiaeled  up  I  "  which,  being  interpreted,  means  "Throw 
somethino-  at  him  I  "  "  Stone  him  !  "  or  "  He  ou^^ht  to  be 
stoned  !  " 

A  crumb  or  a  small  piece  of  anything  to  eat  is  called 
a  "  grummet,"  and  a  sulky  or  ill-natured  person  is  said 
to  be  "  grouty." 

There  were  other  words  and  ])hrases  common!}'  used 
by  our  ancestors,  ecjualh-  as  curior,.s  as  tliose  abo\'e  men- 
tioned. Tliese  will  sufiice,  liowever,  as  an.  evidence  of  a 
.  dialect  now  almost  extinct,  and  wliich  in  a  few  }'ears  is 
doomed  to  share  tlie  fate  of  all  obsolete  words,  and  to 
^   live  onl\'  in  tradition  or  on  tlie  pages  of  historv. 

The  difficulties  against  which  the  sailors  on  l)oard  the 
merchant  vessels  of  tlie  colony  were  obliged  to  contend 
vrere  for  many  years  great! \-  augmented  bv  ])irates,  wl^o 
infested  the  waters  on  the  coast  of  North  America.  In 
June,  1722,  Phili]^  Ashton,  Jr.,  a  \-oung  man  belonging 
in  ^larblehead,  was  taktm  from  the  harbor  of  Port 
Rosewa)-  b\'  the  crew  of  }{dward  Low,  a  noted  ])irate. 
Confined  on  l)oard  the  ]nrate  s]n]\  narrowh*  watched,  and 
c^^v.U-M.i\]v  in  fear  t]i;u  lifi-  would  ]yc  taken.- Ashton 
\^a-  •  >,  "  i:^;'.  i  1  to  -K-r;.'!!!!  til'.'  m-^st  nu'iiinl  s^:rvi(:L-s.  His 
svtUrrings  froni  liar* ;ind  tlie  cnudty  of  the  crew 
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Icno-tli  became  so  unendurable  that  he  resolved  to  make 
his  escape,  even  at  the  risk  of  his  life.  For  months  no 
opportunity  presented  itself  ;  but  in  March,  1723,  the 
ship  stopped  at  a  small  and  desolate  island  off  the  West 
Indies  to  obtain  fresh  water.  Here  Ashton  was  sent  on 
shore  to  assist  in  roIlin<>-  the  lioc-'sheads  to  the  waterino- 

o  o  o 

place.  Watching  his  opportunit)-,  he  at  lengtli  succeeded 
in  eluding-  the  vigilance  of  his  captors,  and  running  to 
the  woods  concealed  hinrself  in  the  thick  brusli  with 
which  the  islan.d  abounded.  Supposing  at  first  that  he 
had  gone  to  gatlier  cocoanuts,  the  pirates  made  no 
search  for  him,  but  finding  that  he  did  not  return  tliey 
made  a  diligent  search,  coming  several  times  so  near  liis 
place  of  concealment  that  he  could  distinctly  hear  their 
conversation.  At  length,  getting  out  of  patience,  they 
decided  to  leave  witliout  him,  and,  to  his  great  joy,  Ash- 
ton saw  the  ship  sail  av/ay  from  the  island. 

But  though  liberated  from  the  2:)iratcs  his  hardships 
were  not  at  an  end.  Alone  on  a  desert  island,  with  no 
shelter  from  the  weather,  and  vritli  very  scant}'  means  of 
subsistence,  his  sufferin.gs  at  length  became  ver}-  intense. 
Plis  feet  became  sore  and  blistered  from  exposure,  and  at 
length,  to  add  to  his  misfortunes,  he  was  nearly  pros- 
^  trated  by  sickness.  While  in  this  condition,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  compau)-  of  Spaniards  who  \isited  the 
island,  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

Finally,  in  Tslarch,  1725,  nearly  tliree  )'ears  after  he 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pirates,  h^  was  taken  from  the 
islaUid  by  Captain  r)o\'e  of  vSalem,  who  had  put  in  tliere 
for  water.  When  released  from  his  perilous  situation  the 
poor  fellow  liad  scarcely  a  rag  of  clothing  left,  and  the 
kind-hearted  sailors  who  rescued  him  were  obliged  to 
clolhc  liim  from  their  own  sc:uit';  wai'drol)cs. 

On  h\<  arrix'al'in  Mar])k;]K;:i(l  Asliinn  w;is  recciwd  as 
one  from  the  dead.     On  tlie  following  Sunday  the  Rev. 
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John  Barnard  preached  a  sermon  concerning  his  miracn- 
Ions  escape,  the  text  being,  Daniel  III  :  17,  "If  it  be  so 
onr  God  whom  we  serve  is  able  to  deliver  ns  from  the 
bnrning  fiery  fnrnace,  and  he  will  deliver  ns  ont  of  thine 
hand,  6  King." 

At  abont  the  same  time  that  Ashton  v\'as  captnred  by 
the  pirates,  his  cousin  Nicliolas  IMerritt,  met  with  a 
similar  misfortune.  After  being  v/ith  the  banditti  sev- 
eral months  ]\Ierritt  found  nieans  to  escape,  though  he 
did  not  retinii  to  ^Marblehead  for  more  tlian  a  }  ear  after. 

It  is  impossible  to  realize  the  dread  and  terror  inspired 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  these  experiences  of  their 
towmsmen.  For  }'ears  merchant  and  fishing  vessels  had 
been  plundered  from  time  to  time  and  their  crews 
maltreated  and  murdered.  The  coast  itself  had  given 
imwilling  shelter  to  many  of  the  most  noted  desperadoes 
and  nrany  a  suspicious  looking  craft  had  sailed  into  the 
harbor  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  theu  before  morning 
broke  as  mvsterioush-  dis:ippeared. 

In  1704,  John  Ouelch,  the  lieutenant  of  the  brigantine 
Charles  of  Boston,  with  a  piratical  crew  had  taken  refuge 
here',.  They  had  sailed  from  Boston  the  year  previous 
,  on  a  privateering  expedition  against  the  French,  but 
taking  advantaoe  of  tlie  illness  of  the  commander,  Daniel 
Plowman,  had  allowed  him  to  starve  to  death  in  his 
cabin.  Then,  throwiu.g  the  body  overboard,  they  seized 
the  vessel  and  sailed  on.  a  piratical  cruise  along  the  coast 
of  Brazil.  On  their  return  to  ]\Iarblehead  they  exhibited 
an  unusual  amount  of  treasure  which  aroused  suspicion 
of  the  nature  of  their  vova<?e.  Information  was  o-iven  to 
the  authorities,  when  the  jrirates  abandoned  their  vessel 
and  at  once  took  to  l]i_L.fiu.  F\'cr\-  effort  was  made  to 
intercept  tht-m,  l.uit  iov  a  liuie,  wiihout  avail.  Finally 
IMajur  vScwall  oi  Marl)K;hca(l  <3rgauized  a  companv  of  his 
townsmen,  v/ho  pursued  them  the  entire  length  of  the 
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shore  to  the  Isle  of  ShoaLs,  and  effected  their  capture. 
Quelch  and  nineteen  others  ^vere  taken  to  Boston  where 
they  were  tried  and  convicted.  Of  these,  hovrever, 
only  Onelch  and  four  others  were  executed,  different 
degrees  of  punislinient  being  inflicted  on  the  remaining 
niendjers  of  the  crew. 

At  about  the  same  time  that  Ashton  was  captured, 
tiie  scliooner  Good  Will  of  ^^larblehead,  ]>cnjamin  Chad-  . 
well,  master,  was  taken  near  Cape  Sable,  by  a  pirate 
sloop  of  two  great  guns  and  forty  men  under  command 
of  one  Phillips.  The  crew  of  the  Good  V\i]\  were  mal- 
treated in  a  most  shameful  manner.  Phillips  threatened 
to  burn,  sink  and  destroy  every  fishing  vessel  he  should 
meet,  and  it  is  evident  that  his  threat  was  made  good  ; 
for,  in  eight  weeks,  he  is  reported  to  have  captured 
twent)'-four  merchant  and  fishing  vessels,  murderirig  and 
maltrealinir  the  crews  of  some,  forcino-  those  of  others 
into  liis  service,  and  plundering  and  destroying  the 
vessels. 

.At  length  some  of  the  prisoners,  more  courageous  ' 
than  the  otliers,  rose  on  the  ship,  killed  Phillips  and  his 
officers  and  compelled  the  crew  to  surrender.    The  ship 
was  then  taken  to  Boston  where  the  pirates  suffered  tlie 
penalty  of  their  crimes. 
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CHAPTER  \\ 

In  1724,  the.  town  having  develoj^ecl  into  a  compara- 
tively prosperous  and  enterprising  community,  various 
measures  of  public  utility  and  improvement  were  adopted. 
The  old  meeting-liouse  was  enlarored  bv  an  addition 
twenty  feet  lorig  built 
at  the  southeast  end.  \ 
Permission  ^vas  grant- 
ed to  Nathan  P>ovN'en 
to  open  a  public 
school,  and  it  was 
voted  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  school- 
master, and  to  ado])t 
son;e  ''  proper  method 
of  paying  ]\Ir.  Cheev- 
er  his  salary.''  The 
town  seems  to  ha\'e  C 
experienced  great  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining 
school-teacliers,    and  " ' 

r       ^•^  .  old  "  mkktixg-ho'jsr,"  fkanklin  ST.  taken  down  182  ^ 

Imaliy,    at    a  town 

meeting  lield  IMarch  4,  1727,  it  was  voted  to  authorize 
the  selectmen  to  hire  a  schoohnaster  at  a  salar\-  of 
not  naore  than  ei,i;ht\-  jviunds  for  thu  first  year.     At  tlie 

same  nu;c:i;i:^  \l  lo  luiild  a  town  house,  and 

tile  sckclnirn  \\\  re  ci-oMii  a  C(anmittec  to  ''treat  with 
so:ne  w  jrkmjn  in  or>ler  iuv   the   ])uildine  said  house 
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and  make  return  to  ve  next  town  meetinir."  It  was 
also  voted  that  "  the  Town  House  shall  be  built  on 
ve  land  where  the  Gale  and  Cacroe^  now  stands  on." 
At  a  subsequent  meeting,  on  the  17th  of  the  following 
April,  the  town  voted,  in  accordanee  vrith  the  report  of 
the  selectmen,  to  build  /^the  Town  House  fifty  feet 
long,  thirty  feet  wide  and  twenty-three  feet  stud."  The 
selectmen  were  chosen  to  superintend  tlie  erection  of  flie 
building,  and  the  following  year,  172S,  the  work  was 
completed. 


Otn  TOWN   H'l-.-StJ.     BUILT  I727. 


In  (,)cto])er,  1727,  a  se\"ere  st(n'm  washed  awa\'  and 
greath'  damaged  River  Head  Beacli.  The  damage  was 
so  greiit  that  the  town,  could  not  afford  tlie  expense  of 
rcpairim;  it,  and  at  a  town  meeting  held  >]!nvtl\-  after  it 
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The  first  town  meeting  held  in  the  Town  Honse,  after 
its  completion,  was  probably  held  on  the  17th  of  iMareh, 
J728,  as  that  is  t]ie  date  of  the  first  meeting  called  to 
meet  there  of  which  there  is  any  record. 

During  the  month  of  J\Iay,  1730,  intelligence  was 
received  in  Marbleliead  that  the  small-pox  was  raging  in 
the  town  of  Boston.  As  rumors  of  the  fatal  effects  of 
this  dread  and  loathsome  disease  became  more  prevalent 
the  excitement  of  the  people  approached  almost  to  fren- 
zy. A  town  meeting  was  called  and  it  was  voted  to 
build  a  fence  across  the  road  near  the  entrance  to  the 
town.  This  fence  was  provided  with  a  gate  which  was 
kept  locked,  and  a  guard  of  four  men  were  stationed, 
with  instructions  to  restrain  all  strangers  from  Boston 
entering  the  tovv'n."  Tlie  guard  was  kept  on  day  and 
night  for  over  two  months,  being  relieved  every  twenty- 
four  hours.  Negroes,  Indians  and  mulatto  slaves  were 
forbidden  to  walk  the  streets  after  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
and  every  possible  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  th.e 
disease  from  making  its  appearance.  But  nil  in  vain. 
In  October  a  vounc?"  woman  named  Hamiah  Waters  was 
taken  sick,  and  the  disease,  to  the  consternation  of  the 
,  inhabitants,  proved  to  be  the  small-pox  in  its  most 
contagious  form.  The  pestilence,  having  obtained  a 
foothold,  spread  from  liouse  to  house  in  defiance  of  the 
almost  superhuman  efforts  of  tlie  panic-stricken  inhab- 
itants, and  ere  lon^r  nearlv  everv  famih*  was  afflicted  bv 
sickness  or  death.  ]\Iany  of  the  people  in  their  terror 
lied  from  the  town.  r)Usiness  of  all  kinds  w^as  sus- 
})L'ndcd,  and  quarantine  was  declared  against  ]\Iarblehead 
by  all  the  neighboring  towns.  Xurses  in  attendance 
u]M;n  the  sick  were  f()rbiddcii  to  a]^pcar  in  the  streets, 
iuii]  all  dogs  running  at  large''  v/urc  ordered  tc)  l)c 
l-^:l:cd.  Thu  disea>e  conli'nui'd  ils  fearful  rLi\'age^  till 
bite   in   Llie  summ.er  of  ^731,  and  gathered  its  victim.. 
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witli  an  unsparing  hand.  Rich  and  poor,  old  and 
young,  the  learned  and  the  unlettered  were  alike 
•afflicted  b}'  this  impartial  agent  of  death,  and  finally 
only  two  members  of  the  Board  of  vSelectmen  remained 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office.  A  meeting  was 
called  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  town,  and  others  v/ere  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancies.  The  town  was  not  declared  free  from  the  dis- 
ease till  nearh'  a  }'ear  after  its  appearance.  The  number 
of  deaths  caused  by  the  ]x-stilence  is  not  recorded,  but 
it  is  certain  that  few  tovv'ns  in  the  country  lia\'e  e\er 
been  visited  by  a  calamity  more  fatal  or  disastrous  in  its 
effect. 

The  people  had  not  recovered  from  tlie  blighting 
effects  of  the  terril)lc  visitation  to  vs'liicli  thev  had  been 
subjected  Vsdien  another  burden  was  laid  upon  them. 
As  soon  as  the  fishing  business  begari  to  resume  its 
accustomed  activity  a  law  was  passed  b\'  the  legislature 
requiring  a  tax  of  sixpence  per  month  from  every  fislier- 
man  in  the  province.  The  penalty  for  tlie  non-payment 
of  this  tax  Vv'as  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  sterling.  The 
passage  of  this  act  was  regarded  as  a  great  h.ardsliip  by 
the  fishermen  of  }vlarblthead,  wlio  complained  that  the)- 
conld  barely  ol^tain  a  li\"elihood,  auid  could  ill  afford  to 
pay  tlie'tax.  Finalh'  one  ]]enjamin  Boden.,  a  man  more 
daring  than  his  associates,  determined  to  resist  what  he 
termed  the  imposition,^'  and  flatl\"  refused  to  complv 
with  the  requirenients  of  the  law.  ^J'he  collector,  Will- 
iam Fairchild,  Ksc].,  after  vainly  denuanding  the  tax, 
brought  a  suit  against  the  delinqut-nt  for  the  amount. 
Tliis  action  on  the  part  of  the  cc»llector  caused  great 
excitement  tlirvriigjiout  iIk-  tr.wn,  mid  hnall\-  a  town 
nKeliiiL^-  wa^  called  to  con-ider  the  matter.  At  this 
meeting  tlie  tax  wa.s  dieuijimeed  as  unjiist  and  o])|,>re.s.s- 
i\-e,  and  the  town  voted  to  pa>-  the  }>enalt\'  an.d  the  costs 
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of  any  suit  or  suits  arising  from  a  resistance  to  the 
six-penny  act. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1737,  the  Rev.  Kdward  Plolyoke, 
pastor  of  the  vSecond  Concn'egational  Clunch,  was  unani- 
mously chosen  by  th.e  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard 
College  to  fill  the  office  made  vacant  b\'  the  death  of 
President  Wadsworth.  At  first  his  people  strenuously 
objected  to  his  acceptance  of  tlie  ofiice,  but  after  sever- 
al meetings  for  prayer  and  conference  had  been  held 
they  gave  their  consent  and  Mr.  Holyoke  departed  for 
Cambridge.    At  the  last  of  these  meetings  prayer  was 


offered  by  the  Rew  Jt»lni  Barnard,  who  praved  long  and 
earnestly  tliat  the  ])eople  might  be  reconciled  to  part 
with  tlieir  pastor.  Tlie  prayer  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  when  some  of  the  |>eo]^le  were  asked  why  they  con- 
sented to  part  with  so  valuable  a  man  and  so  excellent 
a  pastor,  the  quaint  reply  was:  ''Old  Barnard  prayed 
him  away.'' 

In  April,  1742,  the  Oicneral  Court  granted  the  sum  of 
five  liundrcd  an<]  fift\-  jiouiuls  for  tlie  jnu'posc  of  erecting 
a  t!-,riii!cat.(in  Tor  ilv.  deu-nce  (^f  ihc  harl)or  a'^ainsl  tlie 
hr^'ncli  ciii!Si-rs.  'i'liis  .letion,  th^:>i;gli  in  accordance 
with  a  petition  from   tlic  town  })resented   a  few  \ears 
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before,  was  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  contention,  and 
not  a  little  ill  feelinof,  amone  the  inhabitants.  Three 
gentlemen  were  chosen  treasurers  of  the  fund,  and  a 
committee  of  five  were  elected  to  call  upon  the  captain- 
general  and  receive  the  money,  with  instructions  to  pay 
it  over  to  the  treasurers.  The  most  careful  preparations 
were  made  for  the  security  of  the  money  when  it  should 
be  received.  An  iron-bound  chest  was  provided,  fastened 
with  two  locks,  and  the  town  voted  that  it  should  not  be 
opened  except  in  the  presence  of  all  three  of  the  treas- 
urers. A  few  days  after  the  passage  of  this  vote,  two  of 
the  treasurers  announced  their  refusal  to  serve,  and 
IMessrs.  Thomas  Gerry  and  Nathan  Bo^^■en  were  chosen 
to  fill  the  vacancies,  the  other  gentleman  being  Capt, 
Joseph  Swett.  The  committee  chosen  to  receive  the 
money  did  not  pay  it  over  to  the  treasurers  as  soon  as 
was  thought  proper,  and  fnially,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
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November,  the  treasurers  were  authorized  to  sue  them  in 
the  name  of  the  town.  This  vote  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  carried  into  effect,  however,  and  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Januarv,  1743,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
call  upon  the  committee  and  demand  a  re])ort  of  what 
had  been  done  wiih  the  monev.  It  is  prol,)able  that  the 
cummittc-o  held  the  mone\-  in  their  hands  upon  some 
R'^.ii  Uchnicaii;\',  lor  ai  ani»thcr  nK-clini^  the  [r>wu  treas- 
urer -iiiih' -ri/vJ  l'»  leceiw-  ir,  aud  im 'iii(.)iv  i>  said  oi 
tile  matter  in  the  records.     An()ther  grant  of  tjue  liui  - 
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dred  and  sixty-six  pounds  had  been  made  by  the  General 
Court  in  November,  and  the  fort  was  probably  completed 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1742.  This  fort,  wliich 
is  still  standing,  was  afterwards  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  many  years  has  been  known  as  Fort 
Sewall,  liaving-  been  named  in  honor  of  Chief  Justice 
Samuel  Sewall,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Marblehead. 

At  the  time  of  which  Ave  write  ^Marblehead  boasted  a 
public  house  or  tavern  known  as  the  "  P'ountain  Inn." 
To  this  house  the  captains  of  \-essels  and  the  gentry  of 
the  colony  resorted  when  they  visited  the  town,  and 
there  the  fishermen,  many  of  them,  spent  their  evenings 
and  their  money  when  they  returned  from  successful 
voyages.  It  v\'as  whispered  that  certain  pirates  and 
smuo-crlers  who  vs'cre  known  to  ha\'e  visited  the  tovrn 
had  found  a  friendly  shelter  beneatli  its  roof.  These 
stories  ma}-  or  ma\-  not  have  been  true,  ])ut  there  were 
those  living  wlio  remembered  when  a  gang  of  pirates 
had  been  appreliended  and  arrested  in  tlie  streets  of  ]\Iar- 
blehead.  They  remembered,  also,  with  what  a  lavisli 
hand  tliese  pirates  expended  their  moncv,  and  the  excite- 
mei*it  caused  in  tlie  town  wlien  several  of  tlie  inliabitants 
,  were  arrested  for  receiving  it.  The  Fountain  Inn,  how- 
ever,  was  to  l:)e  inade  famous  by  a  more  roinantic  tale 
tlian  any  yet  related  bv  the  gossiping  girls  and  women 
of  the  villa-^e.  (^)ne  day  in  th.e  autumn  of  1742,  a  coach 
and  four  drove  up  to  the  door  of  tlie  Inn,  and  a  young 
and  handsome  gen.tleirian  alighted  and  entered.  The 
guest  was  vSir  Harry  hh-ankland,  then  collector  of  the 
Port  of  I'oston,  who  had  come  to  ?\Iarl)le]iea(l  to  superin- 
tend the  buildiiig  of  tlie  fort,  which  was  then  in  process 
of  erection.  As  he  e-nler^'d  tlic  lioii<(?  he  w;is  struck  hv 
tile  -e: :  -ei'-  :-vM;!:v  '.A  :i  y-i:ii^;  j-]-!^  ;]  e.;  >,n\eit  l\-  .ib<,uU 
sixiv  •.!  ;  V  ;rs  i  >1  age.  w ' : • »  ■  Ii-.r  !-en.!v-'i  k  !:ees  was 
seriiltiiing  the  >lair^.     Xotieiiig  liiat  her  was  ])oe- 
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and  scanty,  and  that  lier  feet  were  destitnte  of  shoes  and 
stockings,  he  called  her  to  his  side  and  presenting  her 
with  money,  told  her  to  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes.  The 
artless  simplicity,  the  beauty,  and  the  exceedingly  mu- 
sical \'oice  of  the  vouufr  ii'irl  interested  Frankland,  and 
he  at  once  made  inquiries  concerning  her  histor}'.  Her 
name,  he  learned,  was  Agnes  Surriage,  and  that  she  was 
the  daughter  of  Edward  Surriage,  a  poor  but  honest 
fisherman. 

A  sltort  time  after,  wlien  Frankland  again  visited  the 
town,  he  was  surprised  to  fnid  tlie  little  maid  still  work- 
ing without  shoes  and  stockings,  and  to  Ids  inquiry  why 
slie  had  not  purchased  them  she  replied  :  "  I  have  in- 
deed, sir,  with  tlie  crown  you  gave  me  ;  but  I  keep 
them  to  wear  to  meeting."  ^  Sir  Harr\''s  heart  was 
touched.  Taking  the  blushing  girl  by  the  hand,  he 
said  :  "  Would  you  like  to  go  to  school  ?  Will  you  go 
with  m.e  if  I  will  take  you  from  tliis  life  of  toil  and 
drudgery?  1  will  educate  you,  and  you  shall  be  a  lady. 
Then,  seeking  her  parents,  he  obtained  their  permission 
to  remo\'e  her  to  Boston,  where  she  was  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  best  educational  advantages  which  tlie  place 
then  afforded.  For  several  years  slie  pursued  her  studies 
'  at  scliool,  and  acquired  a  knowledge  of  all  the  graces 
and  accomplishments  then  thought  necessary  for  a  well- 
bred  and  fashionable  lady.  The  bt-auty  of  Sir  Harry 
iM-anklaiuVs  vrard  was  for  some  time  the  theme  of  con- 
versation in  tlie  aristocratic  circles  of  Boston.  A  few 
years  and  their  relationship  was  discussed  in  a  far  diiTer- 
ent  manner.  Charges  of  inq^roper  intimac\"  were  frecK' 
made,  and  v/iih  Puritanic  firmness  the  polite  society  of 
the  tCAvu  refused  to  reccgnize  c^ne  whom  tliey  belie\'ed 
I'*  '  ■  ■  gv.'.b.y  '  i  transgressing  the  most  1^  -ly  laws  of  ( ;od 
.1,;^;   UK-r.:.     }  ...1  "AgiiLS  :     ller  beiietAet. had,  indeed, 
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succeeded  in  gaining  her  affections,  bnt  tlie  pride  of  race 
and  position  prevented  him  from  wedding-  one  \\d:om  he 
considered  of  ignoble  birth.  The  indignation  of  the 
people  against  "  an  alliance  unsanctioned  b\'  the  holy 
rite  of  matrimony  at  length  became  so  great  that  "  the 
young  collector  resolved  to  seek  a  residence  for  him- 
self, Agnes,  and  liis  retainers,  in  the  seclusion  of  the 
country." 

Accordingly,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
village  of  Hopkinton,  where,  on  a  hill  commanding  a 
full  view  of  the  surrounding  coun.try,  he  erected  a  conn- 
modious  manor  house.  The  groun.ds  v/ere  laid  out  in  a 
beautiful  and  artistic  manner.  Trees  and  shrubs,  and 
choice  plants  of  almost  e\'ery  description  were  set  out  to 
adorn  the  estate,  which  soon  became  one  of  the  finest 
country  seats  in  the  province. 

For  several  \-ears  Frankland  and  Agnes  Surriage 
resided'  at  Ho]ikinton,  surrounded  with  every  comfort 
which  wealth  could  conju.iand,  and  devoting  themselves 
wdiolh'  to  the  pleasures  of  a  life  of  ease.  The  labor  of 
the  plantation  was  perfornned  hy  slaves,  upon  whom  the 
entire  care  of  the  vast  estate  devolved,  wdiile  their 
master  v\'as  hunting,  ridin.g  or  fishing-  with  his  lady. 

During  the  xear  1754,  Frankland  \\'as  unexpectedly 
called  to  England  to  transact  business  of  importance, 
and  embarked  with  Agnes  vSurriage  for  London.  On 
his  arrival,  he  attem])ted  to  introduce  his  fair  ward  into 
the  circle  of  his  famil\-  ;  but,  in  spite  of  his  most  earnest 
solicitations  in  her  belialt,  she  was  treated  with  the 
utmost  disdain. 

Having  settled  the  business  u])on  which  he  had  been 
calk-d  to  London,  the  young  Ixirunet  spent  a  few  months 
in  nKd-;ing  a  to'T  of  lkir..>pv  ;  and  llien,  with  his  ward, 
pio^..xe'kd  Li-.bon,  the  capital  uf  Ptw-ttigal,  where  lie 
hired  a  iiuuse  and  entered  at  i.mce  into  the  gay  round  of 
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fashionable  life.  It  was  during  their  residence  at  Lis- 
bon that  the  great  earthquake  of  November,  1755,  oc- 
curred, which  brought  Frankland  to  a  realization  of  the 
wicked  and  dissolute  life  he  was  leading,  and  caused 
him  to  do  all  in  his  povv-er  to  right  the  wrongs  he  had 
done  poor  Agnes  Surriage.  The  day  was  All  Saints 
da\\  and  almost  the  entire  population  of  the  , great 
cit\'  had  assembled  in  the  cliurclies,  when  the  sliock  of 
tlie  earthquake  burst  upon  them,  brirying  tliousands  in 
the  ruiris  of  the  falling  temples.  Frankland  Vv'as  ridirig 
with  a  lady  to  attend  tlie  services  at  one  of  tlie  churches, 
when  the  vralls  of  a  building  tottered,  and  fell  over 
them,  enveloping  horses,  carnage  and  its  occupants  in 
tlie  ruins.  The  deatli  agony  of  the  ur.fortunate  lady 
was  so  great  tliat  she  l)it  entirely  througii  the  slee\-e  of 
the  scarlet  coat  of  lier  companion,  and  tore  a  piece  of 
flesh  from  his  arm.  The  horses  were  iir^tantK'  killed, 
and  only  Frankland  was  spared  ali\'e.  Buried  beneath 
the  ruins  he  made  a  solemn  \'ow  that,  if  it  pleased  God 
to  delix'er  liim  from  death,  he  would  cbcnceiorth  lead  a 
better  life.  }Jeanv.-hile,  where  was  Agr.es  Surriage? 
Left  alone  in  the  house  of  her  lover,  she  ran  into  the 
street  'upon  the  first  intimation  of  the  impending 
dnnger,  and  so,  roiraculously,  her  life  had  l^eeu  spared. 
Wandering  almost  frantic  with  grief  among  the. ruins,  the 
sounds  of  a  well-kriown  voice  arrested  her  attention, 
and  recognizing  it  as  F'rankland's,  she  worked  with 
almost  superhuman,  strength  to  secure  his  release.  In 
the  course  of  an  hour  her  efforts  were  successful,  and  the 
baronet  v.as  rescu.ed  from  the  horrors  of  a  li\-ing  tomb. 
Fie  was  carried  to  a  house  near  by,  his  wounds  were 
drosed,  an.d  then,  faithful  to  his  vcav,  a  priest  was  sent 
fe.r.  and  Agn.:<  S'irr^--v  !-i;cd\--d  rbe  r.  ..  /-r.:  h^v 
li'W-  -Hid  Ne!f-Mieri'  ,  d:  v«  .ii^'i,  a:r  :  b^  •mi^;l-  ihe  Lad}- 
Agues  Frankland. 
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•'No  more  her  faitliful  heart  shall  bear 

These  griefs  so  meekly  borne, — 
The  passing  sneer,  the  freezing  stare, 

The  icy  look  of  scorn." 

vSir  Harry  and  his  wife  set  out  for  England  shortly 
after  their  marriage,  and  then,  to  make  the  solemn  rite 
doubly  sure,  the}'  were  again  married  on  board  the  l>oat 
during  their  passage,  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England.  On  their  arri\  al  in  London  the  Lady  Agnes 
was  received  with  ever}-  mark  of  esteem  by  the  family 
of  her  husljand,  and  her  beauty  and  charming  manners 
readily  gained  her  access  to  the  most  cultivated  and 
aristocratic  circles  of  tlie  cit}".  After  a  brief  residence 
in  London  and  Lisbon,  vSir  Plarry  and  Lady  Frankland 
returned  to  Boston,  vvdiere  the}'  purchased  an  elegant 
mansion  in  the  most  aristocratic  portion  of  the  tov;n 
fora-wiijter  residence,  spending  their  summers  on  the 
beautiful  estate  at  Hopkinton.  ''Though  Lady  Frank- 
land  had  thus  risen  from  obscurity  to  this  commanding 
social  position,  she  did  not  allow  herself  to  forget  her 
humble  orio-in,  or  cease  to  cherish  a  sister's  kind  reofard 

for  tlie  other  members  of  her  familv.    vShe  recei\'ed  and 
« 

supported  vSarah  and  John  ]\rClester,  her  sister  i\Lary's 
children  ;  and  lier  brother,  Isaac  Surriage,  seaman,  al- 
ways found  a  hearty  welcome  to  her  hospitable  man- 
sion.''^ A  few  }"ears  before,  through  her  influence,  •  Sir 
Harry  had  purchased  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Elaine,  held  by  ■Mrs.  Surriage,  who  was  tlien  a  widow, 
for  which  he  paid  her  se\'eral  hundred  pounds,  thus 
enabling  her  to  live  comfortably  during  the  remainder 
of  her  da}  s. 

LVankland  was  appointed  Consul-General  of  Portugal 
in  1757,  and  in  t1iai  capacity  resided  at  Lisbon  for 
sc\-cral   \-ears.     In  1703  lie,  wiih  Lad}-  Frankland,  re- 
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turned  to  America,  and  resided  at  Hopkinton  until  his 
declining  health  caused  them  to  leave  the  country  and- 
take  up  a  residence  at  Bath,  England,  where  he  died  in 
1768,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  Lady  Agnes  returned  to  her  estate  at 
Hopkinton,  wlicre  she  continued  to  reside,  respected  and 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  till  the  summer  of  1775, 
when  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  caused  lier  to 
return  to  Enirland.  As  her  carriao^e  was  on  the  wa\'  to 
Boston  it  was  stopped  b)'  a  com  pan \'  of  Continental 
soldiers,  under  command  of  Abner  Croft,  a  zealous  pa- 
triot, and  Lady  Frankland  and  her  goods  were  held  in 
custody  luitil  released  by  order  of  tlie  Committee  of 
Safety.  Defended  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  her  carriage 
was  finally  permitted  to  enter  Boston,  and  while  there 
she  witnessed  from  the  windows  of  her  residence  the 
terrible  conflict  at  Bunker  Hill.  vShortly  after  she  sailed 
for  England,  and  after  residing  in  the  Frankland  family 
for  several  years  ''was  married  to  John  Drew,  Esq.,  a 
wealth}'  banker  of  Cliichestcr."  vShe  died  A[)ril  23, 
1783,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  }-ears.  The  estate  at 
Hopkinton  was  bequeatlied  at  her  deatli  to  her  sister, 
■?\lrs.  Swain,  and  finally  passed  into  the  hands  of  her 
.brotlier,  Isaac  vSurriage,  the  last  member  of  her  family 
who  owned  it. 

vSuch  is  the  story  of  Agues  vSurriage,  the  daughter  of 
a  poor  fisherman  of  ]\Iarblehead.  Our  readers  v\'ill  par- 
don the  digression  necessary  to  relate  it,  and,  with  their 
permission,  we  will  now  return  to  the  events  of  the  year 
1742. 

The  controversies  which  agitated  the  colony  during 
the  administration  of  Go\'ernor  Belcher,  regarding  a 
fixed  salary  f'.^r  the  go\'ernor,  and  the  r'.;.^lu  o-f  the 
pi'u\"ince  to  i<suc  bills  of  cr(.nlii,  secm  i'»  lia\"(.-  proe.nced 
no  exeitemeiiL  in  .M:irl)lehead.     Though  the  inha1)itants 
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were,  doubtless,  deeply  interested  in  the  resnlt  of  the 
controversy,  they  do  not  appear  to  have  espoused  the 
cause  of  either  party  very  ardently,  and  the  town  was 
free  from  the  tumults  which  tlien,  and  a  few^  years  later, 
threatened  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  colony. 

During  the  year  1743  the  religious  movement,  known 
as  tlie  "great  awakening,"  swept  like  a  whii^lwind 
through  every  town  in  the  province.  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards had,  through  his  preacliing,  aroused  the  minds  of 
tlie  people  on  religious  subjects,  and  when,  a  short  time 
after,  the  celebrated  W'hitefield  made  his  apj^earance  on 
the  scene,  he  was  vrelcoujed  witli  enthusiasm  e\'er\'- 
where.  Tln'ough  his  eloquence  and  psychological  power 
as  an  agitator,  liundreds  were  brought  into  the  churches, 
and  the  result  v^\as  a  controversy  wliich  long  agitated 
the  colony.  The  Calvinisls  welcomed  and  encouraged 
the  enthusiast  wlierever  lie  wenA,  and  the  Arminians 
were  correspond in.gl\'  as  strong  and  bitter  in  their  o]jpo- 
sition  to  his  teachings  and  practices.  In  1744  he  visited 
^larblehead,  and  licre,  as  elsewliere,  his  labors  resulted 
in  prodvicino;  the  most  violent  and  intense  excitement. 
The  Rev;  l\ir.  ^Malcom,  rector  of  St.  IMichaers  Church, 
^engaged  in  an  exciting  discussion  with  him  relative  to 
some  of  his  teachings,  and  the  cause  of  \MiiLefield  was 
warmly  espoused  by  the  pastors  of  the  Congregational 
cluu'clies. 

The  controversy  incident  to  the  advent  of  Whitefield 
liad  not  ceased  when   tlie  diihculties  wliich  had  lono- 

o 

been  threatening  v^'ith  France  developed  into  a  dec- 
laration of  war.  An  Ivaglish  garrison  on  the  1)order 
betvs-cen  the  French  and  luiglish  colonies  had  been 
attacked,  and  four  comivinics  of  >ixi\-  men  each  were 
i.u^-v-«l  in  ^la---:ich.u^rlis  an.-.l  sein  lo  Xi>v:.i  Sculi;i,  iov  the 
pV'  ■:eci!<  -w  i  •[  .\nnap';  >hs.  An  ex]>edil:nu  was  pkiViUed 
liT  tlie  con(p.ie^t   of   Ivouisljurg,   an  innportant  hh'ench 
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stronorhold,  and  the  plans  were  rejected  by  the  legisla- 
ture. Upon  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of  I>oston 
apd  Salem^  and  the  fishermen  of  Marbleliead,  the  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and  the  plans  were  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  a  single  vote.  The  expedition,  coirsisting 
of  three  thousand  men  and  several  frigates  and  gun- 
boats, was  at  length,  fitted  out,  and  the  command  was 
given  to  Sir  William  Pepperrell.  Though  there  is,  un- 
fortunately, no  record  of  the  part  taken  by  the  men  of 
]\iarblehead  in  this  expedition,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  man^•  of  the  sailors  who  manned  the  <7unboats 
were  fishermen  irom  this  port.  The  town  records  bear 
testimony  to  the  interest  manifested  by  the  inhabitants 
in  the  result  of  the  contest.  The  fort  was  put  in  readi- 
ness to  repel  an  attack  at  any  moment.  Pu'eastwurks 
were  erected  alonr^  the  coves  and  beaches  of  the  town. 

o 

j^arapets  to  "  cover  our  men  "  and  to  oppose  and 
annoy  the  enemy  should  they  attempt  to  land  "  were 
constructed  at  every  vulnerable  point.  For  days  the 
men  were  summoned  at  the  beat  of  the  drum  early  in 
the  morning  to  assist  in  erecting  these  fortifications, 
ahd  it  was  determined  to  give  tiie  enemy  a  deadl)- 
reception. 

But  for  once  the  heroic  fislicrmen  did  not  have  a 
chance  to  display  their  bravery.  Their  warlike  prepa- 
rations were  hardly  completed  before  the  news  was 
received  of  the  success  of  the  expedition,  and  tlie  surren- 
der of  Louisburg.  This  ended  tlie  war,  and  the  people 
of  }darblehead  returned  to  their  usual  and  mure  peaceful 
avocations. 

hi  ?^Ia>-,  1747,  a  scliool  for  poor  childrt-n  was  estab- 
lished th.rough  the  generosit\-  of  Mr.  RMb^erl  Ilooj^er,  Jr., 

who  ■!  \'- 1  \K'.v  tile  n.ece"  -.\v\-  ^  :•: '  ■  y  -  ^       ;  -.ilarv 

of  t;u;  L.'a^.her,  ii'  the  town  \\<>it^i  iit  .;:ul  :'i::i;i.-!i  a 
schoollunrse.     Tlie  prMi)(>sal   was  accepted  :.nd  the  >e- 
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lectmen  were  instructed  to  "  fit  up  the  sclioollioiise  and 
grant  a  lease  "  of  it  for  the  purpose. 

During  the  same  }'ear  several  of  the  inhabitants  peti- 
tioned for  a  town  nieetino  to  take  action  in  reo-ard  to 

o  o 

the  "  old  sclioolliouse,"  wliicli  was  represented  as  being 
"  much  out  of  repair,  and  at  present  unfit  for  public 
use."  The  petition,  which  is  signed  bv  Nathan  Ik'Aven, 
Samuel  ChTives,  Roljert  Harris,  Jc)hn  Stacey  and  otlier 
well-known  citi/.ens,  gives  the  following  additional  rea- 
son why  the  dilapidated  building  should  be  closed. 
"And  forasmuch  as  Jolni  Pickett  and  Ann  his  vrife  h.a\-e 
Illegally  entered  Into  said  H(juse,  and  by  means  of  tlieir 
being  frequent!}'  in  drink  and  making  large  hres  in  said 
House  where  there  is  no  proper  hearth,  the  sd  house 
(and  the  contiguous  neigldjourliood  )  are  in  continual 
danger  of  being  consunned.''  The  meeting  \vas  called 
according  to  the  request  of  the  ])elitioners,  and  it  was 
voted  "to  remo\-e  the  persons  and  goods'"  of  the  offend- 
ers and  to  nail  up  the  schoorhouse  in.  order  to  guard 
against  further  de]:>redations  of  a  similar  nature. 

Tlie  town  at  this  time  is  estimr.ted  to  have  contained 
.about  fou.r  hundred  and  fifty  houses.  'I'lie  fisherv  had 
increased  to  such  an  extent  tliat  over  eiglity  schooners 
sailed  from  the  harbor,  and  six  humdred  men  and  boys 
were  employed  in  the  industry.  Tliis  comprised,  proba- 
bly, n.earh'  the  entire  male  ])opjudation  of  the  town. 
When  a  boy  had  attain.cd  tlie  age  of  eleven  or  twelve 
years  he  was  sent  to  sea,  and  there  %\'ere  many  instances 
where  children  of  r.ot  more  than  nine  \ears  of  age-  were 
taken  to  ''the  banks/'  to  assist  in.  the  support  of  a  large 
family.  During  the  tnst  four  vears  of  a  bov's  life  at 
sea  he  was  termed  a  ''cut-tail/'  from  tlie  fact  that  he 
r^-ceiwd  p.  \  for  []:,■  ;%,h  ;u'li:;dl\-  c:iuL;!!t  b'\-  him- 

solf,  and  w'j.s  obligx-d  cr.t  a  >ma!i  pice'.-  fi  om  llie  tail 
<jf  e\"ery  fsh  he  caught  to  di-liiigui^l]  them  from  tiie 


i 


<  .»  (  5'' 


■15  hi  ■■  01  i/iJ 


68 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 


otliers  when  the  fare  was  weighed  and  sold.  A  fnl] 
crew  consisted  of  eight  persons,  fonr  of  whom  were 
"  sharesmen,"  the  others  being  boys  in  tlie  various  stages 
of  apprenticeship.  When,  after  an  experience  of  fonr 
years,  a  boy  was  considered  competent  to  catch  a  fnll 
share  of  fisli,  he  was  promoted  to  the  important  |:)0st  of 
lieader,"  and  was  admitted  to  the  rights  and  ♦privileges 
of  a  "  sliaresman."  As  he  l^ecame  qnalihed  lie  conld 
then  assnme  the  dnties  of  "  splitter or  "  saltcr  "  if  he 
chose  ;  bnt  it  was  necessary  for  liim  to  p^ss  throngh 
all  the  varions  grades  of  labor  in  order  to  obtain  a 
thorongii  knowledge  of  tlie  bnsincss  before  he  conld  be 
peniiitted  to  take  command  of  a  \-essel,  and  become  a 
"skipper." 

The  }"ear  1751  marks  an  important  era  in  tlie  amiaJs 
of  ]\Iarblehead.  Dnring  that  year,  the  fire  department 
was  organized.  As  the  tovrnship  was  composed  almost 
entirel)'  of  wooden  bnildings,  the  necessit}'  of  procnring 
a  hre  engine  was  considered  of  tlie  ntmc^st  importance, 
and  in  November,  1750,  a  \-ote  was  ])assed  authorizing 
the  selectmen  to  pnrch.ase  an  "engine,  of  llie  tliird  size, 
with,  the  necessary  pi}3es  and  a  dozen  of  leather  buckets.'' 
Tliis  \-0Le  does  not  ap])ear  to  ha\'e  been  carried  into 
eflect,  ]iowe\'er,  nor  was  there  an\-  necessity  for  so 
doing.  Robert  Hooper,  Rsq.,  a  wealthy  and  generous 
merchant,  anticipating  the  needs  of  the  coramunit\-  in 
which  he  resided,  ordered  an  engine  at  his  own  ex])ense, 
and  on  its  arri\-al,  during  the  nionih  of  March  in  the 
followiu!^  }ear,  presented  it  to  tlie  town.  The  siruple 
record  of  tlie  fact  as  entered  on  tlie  books  of  the  town 
speaks  volumes  for  the  unostentatious  manner  of  its 
]Viv>vntaii( tu,  au'l  tlie  gratitude  wit:i  wb.ic^ii  it  was  rc- 
cciw-'b  1 1),  175],  \-i«iud  ihc  lb.a::k>  <  >:  O.m:  i<  ►wn 

t<>    i\'>!iL-ri    i  b '-pel',  ]'"^v|..   li-r   hi-   dt ';:.ai' -ii   oi  a 
Ihigiu^;  l\u>  da\  made  to  t!ie  town.'' 
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At  the  same  meeting  tlie  iire  department  was  org'aii- 
ized  by  the  election  of  a  lioard  of  Fire  wards "  as 
follows:  "Voted:  That  Capt.  Nathan  Bowen,  Capt. 
George  Newmarsh,  Robert  Hooper,  Esq.,  Capt.  Richard 
Reed,  and  r\Ir.  Jeremiah  Lee,  l^e  Firewards  for  the  year 
ensning."  The  firewards  were  antliorized  to  appoint  a 
suitable  company  for  tlie  engine,  or  any  other  engine 
which  should  belong  to  the  town,  "  aiid  to  covenant  with 
these  appointed  to  work  and  govern  them  that  they  shall 
be  exempt  horn  military  dut\'  and  from  serving  as  fence- 
viewers,  hog-reeves  or  tything-men  so  long  as  the}-  shall 
serve  in  said  compj;iny." 

There  appears  to  be  no  record  of  the  names  of  those 
assigned  to  the  engine,  but  a  few  years  later  (  1755  )  the 
firewards  appointed  Robert  Harris,  captain  of  the  "  Great 
Fire  Fmgine  witli  the  following  company  :  Will  Bow- 
den,  John  Bowden,  Henry  Trevett,  John  Pearce,  Ricliard 
Wood,  AVilliam  Bassett,  John  Andrews,  Robert  Harris, 
John  Neal,  Joseph  Ihibier,  Benjamin  Darling,  3d,  Benja- 
min Doe,  ist. 

The  engine  presented  b\'  ^Ir.  Hooper  was  undoubted] v 
the  Friend,''  v.-hich  was  located  on  Frojit  street  near 
Goodwin's  court.  The  next  engine,  wliich  was  pur- 
cliased  for  tlie  town  in  Lon.dori,  was  probably  the  one 
named  the  "Endeavor.''  It  vras  located  for  many  years 
near  "  Xewtown  Bridge,"  on  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  School  streets. 

During  tlie  year  1752  the  small-pox  again  broke  out 
in  Boston,  and  the  usual  precautions  v.-ere  adopted  to 
prcxxMit  the  disease  from  making  its  appearance  in  ?ylar- 
blehead.  A  fence  and  guard,  were  placed  at  the  entrance 
o\  ilic  town.  SLran;;er->  wx-ri'  f(^r])i(Mcu  to  cuter,  and  it 
w;is  \-Mt,.d  t,)  -,.!id  i:<)  ]\  :\. \  c  I"  the  iUuLr-i] 
C'.'!:rL  t!]al  y;.ar.'"  In  >p;Lv'  ^-i  :\-  ; M  ceauli!  >u,  inciiul- 
iu;^  a  gcn^-val  in* 'culali*  »n       the  iniuiljiiauls,  the  dis^a>e 
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again  made  its  appearance  and  raged  for  several  months 
with  great  severity,  though  not  with  the  fatal  effect  of 
the  pestilence  of  1730. 

The  practice  of  many  of  the  fisliermen  who  spent 
their  tinje  in  the  winter  in  a  reckless  round  of  dissipa- 
tion, gambling  and  drunkenness  met  with  a  decided 
rebuke  at  the  annual  ]\k'irch  meeting  of  this  year. 
Gathering  at  the  street  corr,ers  or  in  crov.'ds  about  the 
wharves,  it  had  long  been  their  cu.stom  to  "pitch  pen- 
nies," a  mode  of  gambling  quite  prevalent  in  nearly 
every  seaport  in  the  colony  at  the  time.  It  was  charged 
that  b\-  this  practice  "  idleness  and  \-ice  were  encouraged 
to  the  great  reproach  and  damage  of  the  town/'  and  a 
b}'-kuv  was  adopted  tliat  for  every  offence  of  tliis  nature 
committed  by  any  persons  of  the  age  of  fourteen  \-ears 
and  u]:)wards,  a  fnie  of  ten  slnllings  should  be  imposed. 
In  cases  wliere  the  offenders  were  children  or  servants,  it 
A^■as  decided  that  their  parents  or  masters  sliould  be  held 
responsible. 

■  For  a  time  tlie  enforcement  of  this  wholesome  rc^gula- 
tion  put  a  decided  chiCc;:  upon  th.e  |)ractice,  but  the 
quick-witted  sailors  readily  found  means  to  e\-ade  the 
law  and  indrdgc  in  tlieir  fa\'orite  pastime,  and  tlK-  c\-il 
continued  for  man}-  x'cars,  in  defiance  of  e\'er\'  effort  of 
the  autliorities  to  prevent  it. 

The  bill  imposing  an  excise  duty  on  spirituous 
liquors,  wines,  lemons,  oranges,  eic,  which  became  a 
kwv  b\'  act  of  the  (reneral  Court  in  1754,  ^\'as  strenuous- 
ly opposed  hy  the  inhabitants  of  ^Iarl)lehead.  The 
Ujwu  had  now  become  one  of  the  ni<jst  impv»rtant  ports 
of  entry  in  tlie  province.  The  f(_)reign  trade  was  \-early 
a-<umn:g  proi-* trti-'Us  which  ga\'e  ihe  U]f»[  vuc^'uragiuL:- 
>:gi;s  t)f  a  p"'u.-.:  •eri  >us  iuin  !-e.  Tlv-  -a  f.ilth  *  »f  the  uier- 
elianls  w  a-^  )i;eiea>iiu>;  rapitllw  and  li:^'  pe*  p!^-  were  r^'a])- 
iu.g      rich,  reward  Imm  tlieir   indu>;r>-.     Tlie  whar\-es 
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teemed  with  shippincr,  and  the  merchant  vessels  of  Mar- 
blehead  were  to  be  found  in  ahnost  every  port  of  impor- 
tance in  Europe. 

Under  tliese  circumstances  the  granting  of  an  excise 
to  the  king  was  considered  as  especially  burdensome  to 
the  people  of  ^Marl^lehead,  and  several  town  meetings 
were  held  to  consider  the  matter,  and  to  protest*  against 
the  passage  of  the  act.    The  representative  in  tlie  Gen- 
eral Court  was  instructed     to  use  all  pro]K-r  means  to 
prevent  \'  it  from  becoming  a  law,  and  finnlh',  at  a  town 
meeting  h.eld  in  Januarx',  1755,  six  of  the  most  promi- 
nent mercluints  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to  petition 
His  Majesty  to  disallow  the  act.''    The  members  of  this 
coiiimittce  were  Robert  Ilooper,   Esq.,   Islr.  Ebenezer 
Stacey,  Col.  Jacob  EoAvIe,  Col.  Jeremiah  Lee,  and  Capt. 
Isaac   I^reeman,  who 
were  authorized  to  em-  Q 
])loy  "an  eminent   Lou-  h| 
don  lawver  to  act  as 
the  agent  of  tlie  town, 

and  petition  the  kin^'  ■.  — . 

in  its  behalf.  A'^-  -- 

In    1755    the  war        t    '     -  .  > 

known  as  the     Ercnch       '  > 
and  Indian  War  "  broke  --f=— ^.  ^ •  .j,         .  ^ 

out  between  the  Erencli    '  :  .        ■      i  .--^  ^~ 

and  English  over  tlie    "  '    '  j      !"--""  -  -"^     ---'  '  -x:.- 

territory  now  comprised  '      '  '     ^^r-"'*^""^  ^-^^^ ^ 

in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
As  soon   as  hcistilities  -y' 
were    actualE-  knov^ui 

POWDKK  HOl-SE. 

to    h:i\'c  r<i]]mciiced 

tile  town  b-.  11  lo  i.d'c  mva-^:;r<.-s  {,  ,x  its  defence.  "A 
Powder  Ib'w.^e  K<':  A  hi..,' a-.  I  lie  suiLibh  i'-'X  securing  ammu- 
nilion  "  was  erected  f)y  x'mU-  of  the  town,  Col.  Jacob 
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Fowle,  Col.  Jeremiah  Lee,  and  ]\Iajor  Richard  Reed 
being  members  of  the  building  committee.^  The  depre- 
dations of  the  French  on  the  sea  against  the  commerce 
and  fisheries  of  the  Englisli  colonies  during  the  follow- 
ing year  were  severely  felt  in  ]\Iarblehead.  Several  ves- 
sels with  their  crews  belonging  here  were  captured 
while  on  the  fishing  banks,  causing  great  distress  ainong 
their  families,  and  great  excitement  in  the  town.  The 
exposed  condition  of  the  harbor  caused  serious  appre- 
liensions  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy  when  the  people 
were  least  prepared  to  meet  it,  and  it  vras  fin.ally  \'oted 
to  present  a  petition  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  praying 
for  the  protection  of  the  province.  The  petition  prayed 
also  for  the  protection  of  the  fishing  interest,  and  stated 
that  "In  tinie  of  war  the  fisliery  is  prosecuted  with, 
much  greater  diihculty  and  risk  than  any  other  brancli 
of  business,  as  will  appear  by  the  late  capture  of  many 
of  our  vessels  by  the  French,  while  on  tlie  fishing  banks. 

"  That :  By  tlie  small  extent  of  our  town  (  tlie  whole 
extent  being  little  more  than  two  miles  square  and  that 
rocky  and  barren),  the  inhabitants  can  ha\-e  no  prospect 
of  exchanging  this  for  a  more  profitable  employment,  in 
time  to  come." 

The  petition  concluded  as  follov/s  :  "Tho'  ou.r  Har- 
bour is  well  situate  and  commodious  for  Navigation  and 
fisliery  yet  the  same  is  by  natm'c  open  and  easy  of 
access,  whereby  the  vessels  of  His  ?^Iajest\'\s  Subjects 
with  their  effects  and  estates  lying  in  said  Tov.n  and 
Harbour,  are  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  tlie  Meanest 
Inx'ader,  v,  hom  we  are  in  no  condition  to  ctp];)ose.  Wher- 
fore  we  the  sd  inhabitants  ^lost  Humbly  pra\-  that  your 
Ho:ir  will  i)c  jdeasfd  to  take  the  ])rtiue>es  under  your 
wi^e  C' >]i-!:k:';;i:>  u,  and  oct  thert:ou  as  u>  yjiiv  Ibiuor 
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The  disadvantages  to  which  the  coniinercial  and  fish-  i 
ing  interests  of  the  colonies  ^vere  subjected  cannot  be  | 
better  iUustrated  than  in  tlie  instances  of  seizures  by  tlie  j 
French  01  merchant  and  hsliing  vessels  belonging  in  \ 
:Marblehead.  I 

In  December,  1756,  the  schooner  vSwallov^  owned  by  ! 
Robert  Hooper,  Esq.,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Philip  ; 
Lewis,  sailed  from  IMarbleliead  to  the  West  Indies.    On  1; 
the  13th  of  the  month,  ha\-ing  l)ecn  out  but  a  few  days,  | 
the  schoon.er  was  captured  by  two  French  cruisers,  and  i 
carried  into  ^^lartinico.    The  crew  were  imprisoned,  and  i 
the  officers,  Captain  Lewis,  }ilr.  Ashie}'  Bowen  arid  ]\Ir.  j 
George  Crowninshield,  the  first  and  second  mates,  were  | 
confined  in  a  public  house  and  closely  guarded.    Watch-  j 
ing  their  opportunit\-,  tliey  nnally  succeeded  in  eluding 
the  vig-ilance  of  the  guard,  and  escaped  from  the  house. 
Seizing  a  small  scliooner  which  lay  in  the  harbor,  they 
sailed  awa\-  under  cover  of  night,  and  at  length  reached 
vSt.  Eustatia,  wliere  tliey  found  friends  and  were  kindly 
treated.    Among  others  who  were  there  was  ]\Ir.  James 
Freeman,  of  I\larblehead,  who  had  purcliased  a  sloop, 
"and  was  looking  for  some  competent  person  to  take 
,  command  and  go  to  ^lai'ljlehead  in  her  with  a  cargo  of 
molasses.    As  Ca],)tain  Lewis  did  not  wish  to  undertake 
the  voyage,  ?\[r.  I'owen  was  appointed,  and  the  vessel 
reached  ^^larbk-liead  in  safety.    The  unfortunate  cre\\' 
of  the  Swallov\\   wlio  were  imprison.ed  at  ]\Iartinico, 
were  detained  as  prisoners  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
'J^hey  were  tlien.  releas.cd,  and   were  obliged  to  vrork 
tlieir  way  b.omc  on  board  vessels  bound  for  the  various 
ports  in  the  cc)l')n\-. 

On  the  uAh  <  >i  .^.y^ril,  i6>S.  Mr.  Woodward  Abraham 
wa>  ;'pp"inlt.'d  '"(lvTuit>-  [x )-l-ii:;.^:-v  :;t  M ;ir],]chead  in  tlic 
l'r('\K,ev  ct    M:'.->:iCin,:sLiis  iAr  ihrcc  \-cars."  His 

conim;>,-i«  >n   \\  j.>   >igned    by    l^jnjaniin    hh-anklin  and 
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William  Hunters,  Esquires,  "  Post-masters  General  of  All 
His  ?\Iajesty\s  Provinces  and  Dominions  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  North  America."  This  is  the  first  authentic 
record  yet  found  of  the  appointment  of  a  postmaster  for 
IMarblchead,  though  references  are  found  to  a  post-office 
as  early  as  1715. 

Pearly  in  the  month  of  April,  1759,  messeno^2rs  were 
sent  to  Marblehead  to  obtain  recruits  for  the  naval 
ser\'ice.  Active  preparations  were  then  in  progress  for 
the  siege  of  Quebec,  and  the  town's  proportion  of  men 
needed  for  this  service  was  forty-five  able  seamen..  r\Ir. 
Ashley  I^owen  enlisted  as  a  midshipman,  and  in  a  short 
time  thirty-two  others  enlisted  as  common  sailors.  P^ach 
man  received  a  bount}',  and  a  certificate,  signed  b}'  the 
governor,  promising  tliat  the}-  should  not  be  detained  in 
the  service  longer  than  the  time  for  wliich  they  en- 
listed ;  that  the}-  should  be  free  from  impressment,  and 
be  landed  in  Boston  after  their  discharge.  On  the  12th 
of  April  they  sailed  from  ^farblehead  for  Halifax,  where 
tiiey  arri\-ed  on  tlie  16th,  and  tlie  next  da}'  were  as- 
signed to  tlieir  respective  ships.  Sixteen  vv-ere  placed 
on.,  board  the  ship  Pembroke,  a  frigate  of  sixty  guns, 
under  command  of  Captain  Wlieelock,  and  the  otliers 
were  assigned  to  the  ship  Squirrel.  These  ships,  in 
company  with  a  fleet  under  command  of  Rear  Adiriiral 
Durrell,  sailed  for  the  vSt.  Lawrence,  and  arrived  before 
Quebec  with  the  expedition  commanded  by  Cicneral 
Wolfe  during  the  latter  part  of  June. 

On  the  night  of  June  2Sth  a  raft  of  fire  barges  was 
sent  down  from  Quebec  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of 
destroying  the  fleet.  The  raft  was  grappled  hy  tl:e 
saifijrs  before  it  a]>iproached  r.ear  eri<>n_^"]i  to  tlo  anv 
d.uiiaye,  was  lowed  near  tlie  sIk^^c  and  anc]i<»i\d, 

I'H-  saih.r>  e<  'u! inualU'  repeating,  "  All's  v.vll  !" 

P^rom  a  rLUir.rk  in  ^'Knox's  Jcnu'nal  "  coiicc-rning  *Jk 
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affair,  we  are  led  to  belie\-e  tliat  some  of  the  men  de- 
tailed for  this  work  were  from  ]\[arblehead.  "  A  re- 
markable expression  from  some  of  these  intrepid  sonls 
to  their  comrades  on  this  occasion  I  mnst  not  omit, 
from  its  singnlar  nnconlhness,  '  Damn  me.  Jack,  didst 
thee  ever  take  hell  in  tow  before  ?'  " 

For  two  months  tlie  arriiy  of  General  Wolfe  was 
encamped  n])on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  3-lontmoren- 
ci,  wliere  strong  intrenchr.ien.ts  were  thrown  np,  from 
which  an  almost  incessant  hre  of  guns  an.d  mortars  was 
ponred  npon  tlie  city  and  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  The 
fleet  lay  at  ai^chor  within  fnll  siglit  of  tlie  fortress, 
thongh  ont  of  the  range  of  its  guns,  and  arrangements 
for  the  siege  were  rapidly  completed.  On  the  13th  of 
Septeml)er,  in  the  darkness  of  tlie  earh'  morning,  the 
boats  of  the  fleet  nuv/ixl  Ciowu  tiie  ri\  er,  and  when  the 
snn  rose  the  astonished  French  commander  beheld  the 
army  of  Wolfe  npon  the  Plains  of  Abraham.  Withont 
a  monnent's  hesitation  r\Iontcalm  began  preparations  for 
the  battle.  At  snn.sct  the  contest  was  o\"e!',  Oneljcc  ^^■as 
in  possession  of  the  Hnglish,  an.d  the  gallant  command- 
ers*of  bL>tl"!  armies  were  mortalh*  wonnded. 

This  victor)-  was  haik;Ci  with  rejoicings  thronghont 
the  colonies  and  in  h/iigland,  an/J  tlie  war  was  considered 
as  virtnally  ended.  It  was  a  sad  dav  for  France,  an.d 
was  bnt  the  beginnin.g  of  the  end.  AVitli  tlie  fall  of 
Onebec,  Canada  was  lost  to  her  forever,  and  with  it  the 
last  hope  of  fnirther  ipossessions  in  America. 

On  the  2ot]i  of  Seplendjcr  the  men  of  ?^Iarblehead 
were  discharged  frona  tlie  serxnce,  and  v/itli  others,  to 
the  nnm])er  of  nnc  hundred  and  sixt\-,  were  pnt  on 
beard  the  sh']^  TliMrnton.  and  tr;;nsoorie:l  to  Fost'in. 
Tlie  enln'e  C'  'mi>a.n  we:\  ■  •laced  mru-r  tlie  care  of 
Alid-li'pna;:i  .X.-iih  y  i'.  -w.-n.,  of  AkiriMeliead.  On  the 
;  a-^-a-e   h. /na.;\s-;n-d   nian\-   of   the   men  were  sick,  and 
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thirty-five  of  them  died.  I\Ir.  Bowen  was  exposed  to 
great  difficulty  and  danger,  as  nearly  the  entire  care  of 
the  sick  devolved  upon  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
superintend  personally  the  burial  of  the  dead.  The 
Thornton  sailed  from  Quebec  on  the  8th  of  October, 
and  arri\'ed  in  Boston  November  9. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  ]\Iarblehead  men 
engaged  in '  the  siege  of  Quebec,  as  copied  from  the 
manuscript  journal  of  ^h^.  Bowen  : — 

ox  BOARD  THE  PEMBROKE. 


Ashley  Bowen,  midshipman, 

William  Horn  (  ?  ),  (  Orne ), 

Edward  Akes, 

Jonathan  Welch,  deserted, 

Robert  Bartlett, 

Garret  Farrell, 

John  Bateman, 

Isaac  Warren,  died, 


Robert  Thompson,  died, 
Thomas  A\'oodfin, 
Miles  Dollan, 
Edward  Kindeley, 
Benjamin  Xichols, 
Arthur  Lloyd, 
Edward  Saverin, 
Zacharv  Paine, 


Frederick  Swaburgs. 


ox  BOARD  THE  SOUIRREL. 


John  IMelzard, 
Thoinas  Dove, 
William  ^latthews, 
John  vStateman, 
Jolni  Goldsmith,  died, 


Roper  Linsteed,  did  not  re- 
turn, 

William  Corkering,  did  not 

return, 
Charles  |acol)s. 


Thomas  Walpey  (  A\alpey  ),     A\'illiam  Uncals, 
Samuel  Look,  did  not  re-    Walter  Stevers,  did  not  re- 
turn, turn, 
Francis  )»Iisalt,  died,  Samviel  Einir,  dieci, 

ThoUxias  Peach,  died. 


On  the  2d  of  January,  1761,  the  schoon.er  Prince  of 
(  h-air:^v,  Xatluin  Bowen,  Uiaster,  sailed  from  ]\hirl )]eliead 


the  ] 


It  -r  Si  'IHe  ] 

^age,  r\-' '1  u/r.\-  r  Uu  .^he  wa>  uverlai;-. n  ana  cajUurea  \>\- 
tile  iM'euch  ]_)ri<'-  Gentile,  of  I)a\'onne.     .Air.  Bowen,  ir* 
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an  account  of  the  affair,  written  wliile  in  prison,  says  : 
"  I  was  robbed  of  chest  and  clothes,  and  was  in  otlier 
respects  ill-nsed.  On  Tuesday,  17th,  we  arrived  at  St. 
Andreas;  on  ]Monday,  23d,  sailed  from  thence  in  com- 
pany with  m)-  schooner  bound  for  Passage,  and  on  the 
next  day  arrived  there.  The  next  morning  we  v/ere  all 
sent  to  France,  and  on  the  next  day  were  twent}-  in 
number  confined  in  this  castle,  and  wlicn  we  shall  get 
clear  God  only  knows.''  The  prison  was  Ba}"onne  Castle, 
Ph'ance.  The  only  men  of  the  crew  whose  names  can 
be  ascertained  were,  vSamuel  Lovis,  William  Hannover, 
Joseph  Lye,  Thomas  Trefry,  Amos  Grandy  and  Hdward 
Hallowcli. 

In  June,  1762,  the  schooner  Rambler,  owned  by  My. 
Gamalial  Smetluirst,  Ashle}'  Bowen,  master,  sailed  from 
jMarblehead  for  Quel^ec.  "While  on  the  passage  the 
vessel  Wc'is  boarded  by  a  company  of  armed  '  Frenchmen. 
and  Indians,  who  attempted  to  seize  her.  An  English 
brig  fortunately  lio\'e  in  sight  before  they  accomplished 
their  purpose, ^  howe\-er,  and  thex-  hastily  left  for  the 
shore.  The  vessel  \xas  vaA  molested  again  during  tlie 
voyage,,  and  at  length  reached  her  destination  in  safety. 

It  is  a  matter  of  sincere  regret  that  no  more  of  a  local 
nature  can  be  leai'ued  concerning  this  war.  IFiit  that 
the  town  of  I\iarblehead  suffered  as  much  from  its  effects 
as  any  other  town  in  tlie  pro\-incc,  and  that  its  people 
behaved  with  a  heroism  and  braver\-  which  shed  lustre 
upon  their  annals,  is  sulTicient  for  us  to  know. 

Peace  was  declared  in  1763,  arid  though  England 
rejfuced  o\cv  the  increase  of  lier  possessions  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war,  the  colonists  had  been  trained  and 
discir-iiikd  in  the  v^ry  arts  ])y  whicli  tlie_\-  were  fniallv 

Ah  ::iv/;' :      •]-_'■' r.^^  O.-..  m'  th^-  war,  llie  ii:h;i^- 

itauts  ^.>f  tile  town  :it  home  had  not  ])een  idle.     At  tlie 
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annual  town  meeting;,  held  in  ]March,  1761,  it  was  voted, 
on  account  of  the  increasing  "  poor  idle,  vagrant  and 
disorderly  persons,"  to  erect  a  work-house  on  the  back 
side  of  the  piece  of  ground  called  "  the  negro  burying 
place."  The  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  appro- 
priated to  build  it,  and  the  selectmen  vvcre  instructed  to 
petition  the  legislature  for  permission  to  use  a  part  of 
the  new  building  as  a  house  of  correction,  Tlie  build- 
ing was  erected  on  what  is  now  known  as  Back  street, 
opposite  the  head  of  Pearl  street. 

The  following  year  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to 
name  all  tlie  streets  and  alley-ways  in  the  tovrn,  and  to 
cause  the  names  to  be  recorded  in  the  records  and  pub- 
lished at  the  Tov/n  House.  Previous  to  this,  the  streets 
had  been  known  by  the  nu:»st  curious  names,  some  of 
them  not  suitable  for  ears  polite.  In  many  instances 
some  promir.ent  landmark  gave  the  name  to  the  street 
on  which  it  stood,  or  which  led  to  it.  Xew  ^^.leeting- 
house  Lane,  A\'harf  Lane,  Pond  Lane,  P^rog  Lane,  Ferry 
Lane,  and  others  of  a  similar  nature  made  up  tlie  simple 
list,  and  answered  every  purpose  as  well  as  the  more 
pretentious  titles  by  which  many  of  these  very  streets 
are  knovrn  at  present.  Tliey  were  proper!}'  denominated 
Janes,  for  tliey  were  notliing  else.  The  la\-ing  out  of  a 
street  was  an  action  undreamed  of  in  the  simple  and  un- 
pretending community.  The  inhabitants  built  their 
houses  anywhere,  provided  onl)'  that  they  owned  the 
land,  and  there  was  no  arbitrary  custom  10  dictate  which 
end  should  be  the  front,  or  which  the  back.  The  lanes 
were  made  afterwards  for  convenience,  and  to  name  the 
narrow  jxiths  v.'ould  to  them  have  seemed  an  aljsurdity. 
As  tliL-  town  increased  in  p()})ulation  and  warious  im- 
(.'Wm^  ul^   W(/re    nui'L-,    {h<c  meelinL--:;..)-;--  was 

reiiii'W^i  i.i  ._\  T'li-iv  ccnw^iiiviil  h  [::,,■  i^'()iiK-r 

ol  wlkil  liw  Ilow  known  ^is  (  )vne  and  h'ranklin  streets. 
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During  tlie  year  1763  the  town  voted  to  open  a  mar- 
ket in  the  lower  part  of  the  Town  House,  and  eleven  very 
stringent  rules  were  adopted  for  its  government,  and  a 
clerk  was  to  be  cliosen  annual h*  to  see  that  they  were 
enforced.  These  rules  provided  that  no  putrid  or  im- 
pure meat  should  be  offered  for  sale  ;  and  that  the 
market  shoukl  be  opened  every  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
da\'  in  the  )'ear  till  one  o'clock  in  the  aftei'noon,  and  till 
sunset  on  vSaturda}-s.  All  persons  were  forbidden  to  buy 
provisions  in  the  market  wiih  the  intent  to  sell  the  same 
at  a  greater  price.  All  meat  left  in  the  market  after  the 
hour  for  closing,  through  the  negligence  of  the  seller, 
was  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  clerk  was  authorized  to 
■appropriate  it  to  his  own  use,  "without  any  account 
to  the  owner."  Xo  ''hucksters  "  were  to  be  allowed  to 
sell  provisions  of  any  kind  in  the  town  before  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  a  market-day. 

The  penalties  for  viokiting  these  rules  varied  in 
aiiiount  from  ten  to  twenty  shillings,  and  all  fines  were 
to  be  gi\-en  to  tlie  poor  of  tlie  town. 

The  marlcet  was  opened  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
August,  1763.  Ricliard  Reed  was  chosen  clerk,  and  a 
salary  of  ten  pounds  per  annun.i  was  \-oted  for  his 
services. 

The  well  at  tlie  nortlieast  end  of  the  Town  House,  in 
which  the  town  pump  has  been  |)kiced  for  so  many 
years,  yielding  such  a  |)lentiful  su])ply  of  pure  and  cool 
water  to  the  tliirsty,  was,  in  all  probabilit\-,  sunk  dur- 
ing tlie  moiUii  of  May,  1763.  At  a  meeting  held  on  the 
9th  of  tliat  month  it  was  voted,  among  other  measiu-es, 
''To  sink  a  well  at  tlie  North  east  en.d  of  the  Town 
Ib'Usc  f(..r  the  iniblic  service,  c>pc-ciallv  in  the  case  of 

ki  l-\;l.-niary,  :  7''>.[,  tlie  smaii-[H>\  .i-ain  1)V( >ke  out  in 
lM.>t..n.     ']'1k-  appearance  of  the  disease  in  that  cit\'  wa> 
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regarded  as  a  sure  warning  of  a  reign  of  the  pestilence 
in  IMarblehead.  Tlie  disease,  in  spite  of  every  precau- 
tion taken  to  prevent  it,  broke  out  during  the  following 
]\Iay.  A  tov\^n  meeting  was  immediately  held,  and  it 
was  voted  to  erect  a  small-pox  hospital  "  in  the  pasture 
North  westerly  from  the  Alms  house  about  eighty  poles 
distant."  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  was 
deemed  a  necessit}',  as  the  almsliouse  was  considered  too 
near  tlie  body  of  tlie  town  for  use  as  a  hospital.  The 
vote  was  promptly  carried  into  effect,  and  all  patients 
taken  witli  the  loathsome  disease  were  removed  to  the 
hospital  as  soon  as  it  was  in  readiness. 


f        'I  / 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  controversy  between 
Encrlaiid  and  the  American  colonies  during  the  ini])or- 
tant  epoch  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter,  and  which 
resulted  in  the  war  for  independence,  are  too  well  known 
by  all  readers  of  histor}-  to  require  review  here. 

"  The  contests  v/ith  the  crown  over  the  right  of  Par- 
liament to  tax  the  colonists  for  a  revenue  had  ceased  for 
a  time,  under  the  wise  administration  of  Pitt,  and  the 
loyalty  of  the  American  people  liad  been  full)'  demon- 
strated during  the  wars  whicli  liad  been  waged  for  the 
conquest  of  Canada.  On  the  accession  of  George  III 
to  the  throne,  the  controvers}'  was  renev^ed  with  re- 
doubled enerov  on  both  sides.  Tlie  kino-  and  his  minis- 
ters  were  determined  to  compel  America  to  yield  a 
retemie  at  the  disposition  of  the  crown  and  the  people 
of  the  colonies  were  equally  determined  to  resist  every 
attenipt  to  subject  them  to  taxation  by  a  Parliament  in 
which  they  were  not  represented.  For  nearly  thirty 
years  a  duty  had  beeii  imposed  by  act  of  Parliament  on 
all  molasses  imported  into  the  colonies.  This  law  had 
always  been  odious  to  the  colonists  ;  and  as  the  officers 
of  the  customs  began  to  be  more  vigorous  in  its  enforce- 
ment, the  opposition  l)ecamt::  nu)re  fierce  and  determined. 

Under  color  of  the  law  the  oflicers  had  been  accustomed 
to  enter  wareluvascs  or  dw(.-]lin^--h(nises  to  search  for 
c  'UlrabiuKl  y^'  )>xh>,  and  i.;r';«v.  ing  iu<  kx-  zealous  in  their 
eH<  >ris  bv  tlie  ci  'UiiUcu.uuv  » -i  t  i:c  govcrta^r  and  t:u- 
mmistr) ,  tlu-}'  a])|")lied  to  tlic  Suj-erior  Court  for  writs  ^^f 
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assistance.  The  opposition  to  this  application  at  length 
compelled  the  court  to  grant  a  hearing  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  Thomas  Hutchinson,  the  chief  justice,  presided, 
and  the  council  chamber  of  the  old  town  house  in  Boston 
was  crowded  with  excited  and  interested  spectators. 

The  case  for  the  crown  was  ably  argued  by  Gridley, 
the  king's  attorney,  who  learnedly  maintained  the  au- 
thority of  the  coiut  to  issue  the  writs.  The  cause  of  the 
people  was  espoused  by  Oxenbridge  Tliachcr  and  James 
Otis.  Thacher's  arguments  evinced  depth  of  thought, 
learning,  and  great  research,  and  as  one  point  after 
another  w^as  made  the  excitement  of  the  people  became 
intense.  But  it  was  reserved  for  the  eloquence  of  Otis 
to  fan  the  smoldering  embers  of  discontent  into  a  flame 
of  opposition  throughout  the  colony.  For  over  four 
hours  his  audience  listened  spellbound  to  his  eloquence, 
and  John  iVdams,  who  was  one  of  his  hearers,  declared 
that  "American  independence  was  then  and  there  born." 

The  events  which  followed  in  rapid  succession  soon 
after  this  famous  speech  were  not  such  as  to  quiet  the 
fears  of  tlie  colonists,  or  allay  the  storm  which  Vv-as 
brewing  throughout  America.  The  resignation  of  Pitt 
and  the  orc'-anization  of  a  new  ministrv  known  to  be 
hostile  to  America  were  considered  "ominous  signs"  of 
an  approaching  contest.  One  act  after  another  was 
passed  levying  duties  on  foreign  sugars  and  molasses 
landed  in  the  colonies,  and  finally,  in  spite  of  the  most 
strenuous  remonstrances  of  the  colonial  legislatures,  the 
obnoxious  Stamp  Act  was  passed.  This  act,  which  was 
to  become  a  law  on  and  after  November  i,  1765,  provid- 
ed that  all  documents  of  an  official  character  used  in  the 
American  colonies  should  be  writteu  or  ]-)rinted  on 
<laM:pC(l  I'aivr,  sr^ld  b\'  the  g-oN-ernjUL-iu.  (  hi  the  rcce])- 
iKiii  (•!  Uk'  iicw>  in"  Boston,  the  nuist  iiittjii>e  cxritriiujut 
])revaik'd.    Andrew  ()li\-er,  a  Ijrothcr-in-law  uf  Ilutcliin- 
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son,  the  lieutenant-governor,  was  appointed  stamp 
distributer  for  ^Massachusetts.  As  soon  as  this  was  as- 
certained the  ^'  Sons  of  Liberty "  resolved  to  make  a 
demonstration  to  show  their  hostility  to  the  obnoxious 
officer.  Early  one  morning  an  effigy  of  Oliver  was  found 
suspended  from  the  limb  of  a  majestic  elm,  and  the  peo- 
ple gathered  in  crowds  to  gaze  at  it  and  show  their 
approval.  ■ 

In  vain  did  Hutchinson,  as  chief  justice,  order  its 
removal.  The  people  were  determined  that  it  should  re- 
main, and  the  officers  were  powerless  to  enforce  the  order. 

In  the  evening  the  effigy  was  taken  down,  a  procession 
was  formed,  and  the  excited  multitude  marched  to  Oli- 
ver's house,  where  the  figure  was  burned  in  front  of  his 
own  doors.  On  their  way  the  crowd  demolished  a  build- 
ing v\diich  had  been  erected  for  a  stamp  office. 

The  next  day,  Oliver,  fearing  that  unless  he  did  so  his 
life  would  be  taken,  resigned  his  office. 

vShortly  after  these  demonstrations  the  crowd  marched 
to-  the  office  of  William  Story,  the  deputy  registrar,  and 
burned  the  records  of  tlie  \'jce  Admiralty  Court.  They 
then  ransacked  the  house  of  the  comptroller  of  customs  ; 
,  and  then,  proceeding  to  the  house  of  Lieutenant-govern- 
or Hutchinson,  tliey  ''broke  down  the  doors,  destroved 
his  furniture,  threw  his  books  and  manuscripts  into 
the  street,  and  at  daybreak  left  his  house  a  ruin." 

Thougli  the  people  of  IMarblehead  sympathized  fully 
with  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  vStamp  Act  which 
these  riotous  demonstrations  in  Boston  were  intended  to 
show,  they  v/ere  at  that  time  unprepared  to  sanction 
such  a  violent  method  of  proceeding.  The  people  were 
loyal  to  the  king,  and  though  the\-  bitterly  denounced 
the  ;ict  the\-  laid  tlie  entire  blame  l(jr  its  jxissage  n}vn\ 
tile  .-■]]( 'ni(ler.>  of  tlie  mini>tr\-  and  the  karliament  ul 
( Treat  J'.ritain. 
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On  the  iSth  of  September,  1765,  the  inhabitants  of 
Marbleliead  convened  in  town  meetino-  to  ^ive  instruc- 
tions  to  their  representatives  concerning  the  Stamp  Act. 
CoL  Jeremiah  Lee  was  moderator  of  the  meeting,  and 
Nathan  Bowen,  Joshua  Orne  and  Jolm  Chipman  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  draw  up  instructions  and  report 
•at  an  adjourned  meeting.  At  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  on  Tuesday,  September  24,  the  meeting  was 
again  called  to  order,  and  the  following  instructions 
were  uuanimousl}'  adopted  : — 

"To  Jacob  Fowde  and  William  Bourne,  Esqrs.,  the 
representatives  of  the  Town,  of  ]\Iarblehead  : — 

"Gentlemen, — Vve,  the  freeholders  and  other  inliabit- 
ants  of  the  Town  of  ]\Iarblehead,  in  town  meeting 
assembled,  this  24  day  of  September  Ainio  Domini 
1765,  professing  the  greatest  Loyalty  to  our  most  gra- 
cious vSovereign,  and  our  sincere  regard  and  profound 
reverence  for  the  British  Parliament  as  tlie  most  power- 
ful and  respectable  Body  of  men  on  Earth,  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  being  deeply  sensible  of  the  Difficaliies  and 
Distress  to  which  tliat  august  Bod\-'s  late  exertion  of 
thdr  pov/er,  in  and  by  the  Stamp  Act,  must  necessarih- 
^  expose  us,  think  it  proper,  in  the  present  critical  con- 
juncture of  affairs  to  give  you  the  following  Instructions, 
viz.  : 

"  Tliat  you  promote  and  readily  join  in,  such  dutiful 
rtrmonstrances  and  humble  petitions  to  the  King  and 
Parliament,  and  other  decent  measures  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  obtain  a  repcaPof  the  Stamj;  Act,  or  allevia- 
tion of  the  lieavy  burdens  there1)y  imposed  on  the 
American  British  Colonies.  And  forasnnich  as  great 
Tumults  iciidiug  to  the  vSubver.si(_)n  (;f  ( )\\-nnueut,  and 
i.[rri:\  ]\  v]);-.  ■'xch  nf  tl\e  Jnliabitauts  oi  ih:.->  Pn  A'iiice 
haw  i.iu  ly  1  ip;  ^vu^d,  and  >r\-crai  Mutr.igrs  cnniiu ilicd 
by  some  e\"il   minck'd   ])crsuns  in    the  Capital  Town 
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thereof,  yoii  are  therefore  directed  to  bear  your  Testi- 
mony against,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to  suppress  and 
prevent  all  riotous  assemblies  and  unlawful  acts  of  vio- 
lence upon  the  persons  or  substance  of  any  of  His 
Majesty's  Subjects.  And  that  you  do  not  give  your 
assent  to  any  act  of  assembly  that  shall  imply  the 
willingness  of  }  Our  constituents  to  submit  to  any  inter- 
nal Taxes  that  are  imposed  otherwise  than  by  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  this  Province,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  tliis  Government," 

The  first  of  November,  the  day  on  whicli  the  Stamp 
Act  was  to  go  into  effect,  was  observed  througliout  the 
country  by  tlje  tolling  of  bells,  the  firing  of  minute 
guns,  and  similar  demonstrations.  Tlie  vessels  in  the 
harbor  displayed  their  colors  at  lialf-mast,  and  the  cry  of 
the  people  everywhere  was     Liberty  and  no  Stamps  !  " 

The  remon.slranccs  of  the  colonial  legislatures,  togeth- 
er with  the  determination  of  the  merchants  not  to 
import  au)-  English  goods,  at  length  had  the  desired 
effect  and  tlie  following  year  the  law  was  repealed.' 
Tlie  news  of  the  repeal  of  tlie  obnoxious  iict  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Americans  with  every  demonstration  of 
jo)\  But  their,  deliglu  over  this  partial  recognition  of 
their  rights  was  quickly  turned  to  indignation  upon  the 
passage  of  an  act  by  Parliament  imposii]g  duties  on 
glass,  paper,  tea  and  other  articles  imported  into  the 
colonies,  A  few  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act  anoth- 
er law  was  ])assed  enabling  the  kin.g  to  jnit  the  customs 
and  other  duties  in  America,  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws  relatiu!^  to  trade  there,  nnder  tlie  manaeement  of 
connnissioncrs  to  be  ap]K)inted  lor  that  purpose,  and  to 
reside  ni  the  C'.ilonies,  "  Tlii^,  tlie  ■[)reamble  declares, 
WMiild  u-nd  ['■■>  L-i;c:  ^'ir:;;  -ineiU  >  4  eumm^-rcc,  aiHt  to 
better  Securing  tlie  rau>  ami  duties,  and  tlie  more  s]»eedy 
ar^d  ei"i\:etual  coUeetidn  tlu  reul." 
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The  excitement  produced  in  ^Massachusetts  by  these 
acts  of  Parhanient  \vas  little  less  than  that  j^roduced  by 
the  vStamp  Act.  The  uneasiness  of  the  people  was  still 
further  increased  by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  British 
troops  in  Boston,  said  to  have  been  driven  in  by  stress 
of  weather.  The  legislature  was  not  in  session  at  the 
time,  and  tlie  governor  and  council,  on  the  *plea  of 
necessity,- provided  for  their  comfort  by  appropriations 
from  the  public  treasury.  When  the  legislature  assem- 
bled, thi.s;  action  of  the  governor  was  severely  rebuked 
as  an  assumption  of  authority  and  a  usurpation  of  power. 

During  tliis  session  the  house  addressed  a  circular 
letter  .  to  the  other  colonies,  stating  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  rt-cent  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
requesting  their  cooperation  in  petitioning  the  king  for 
a  redress  of  grievances.  This  letter  was  strongh'  op- 
posed by  the  British  cabinet,  and  the  secretary  of  state, 
Lord  Hillsborough,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts  directing  him,  "  to  require  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  his  Majesty's  name  to  rescind  tlie 
resolution  v/hich  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter  of  the 
speaker,  and  to  declare  their  disapprobation  of,  and 
'  dissent  to,  that  rash  and  hasty  proceeding."  The  liouse, 
upon  the  reception  of  this  communication,  refused  to 
rescind  the  action  of  their  predecessors  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-tvvT-)  to  seventeen.  This  being  communicated  to 
the  governor,  he  immediately  dissolved  the  legislature, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  previously  received  in 
case  the  house  refused  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
the  cabinet. 

This  prompt  and  patriotic  action  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Rrrircsentatives  r.iet  with  uni\-frsal  appro])a- 
ti(^n  througliC'Ut  tlie  province,  /vt  a  h)wn  nu-rliug  Ik  Id 
b\'  the  citizens  of  r^Iarbk-hcad  in  Ju-n",  xjf  '^,  il  ^\  as 
unanimouslv  voted    to  return  the  thanks  of  the  Irdiabit- 
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ants  of  the  Town  of  IMarbleheacl  to  the  Ninety-two 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  their 
steady  resohition  in  maintaining  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Province." 

For  a  time  the  attention  of  the  people  of  IMarblehead 
was  diverted  from  public  affairs  by  the  disasters  to  their 
fishing  fleet,  at  sea.  During  the  year  176S  nine  vessels, 
with  their  crews,  were  lost,  and  the  following  vQav 
fourteen  others  met  a  similar  fate,  making  a  total  of 
twenty-three  vc:ssels  and  one  hundred  and  twcnt}--two 
men  and  boys,  Besides  these,  a  large  nundjer  were 
drov;ned  by  being  washed  overboard  from  vessels  which 
returned.  A  large  number  of  widows  and  orphans  were 
thus  left  to  the  care  of  the  town,  and  the  grief  and  suf- 
fering caused  by  tliese  teirible  calamities  were  very  great. 

There  were,  at  this  time,  about  sixty  merchants 
engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  besides  a  very  large  number 
of  "  shoremen  "  who  prosecuted  the  fisheries.  Some  of 
the  houses  built  b}'  tliese  merchants  were  among  the 
finest  in  the  province,  and  one,  the  palatial  residence  of 
Col.  Jeremiah  Lee,  is  said  to  ha\'e  cost  over  ten  thou- 
sAnd  pounds.  Nearly  every  famih-  of  sufficient  wealth 
owned  several  negro  sla\'es,  and  Colonel  Lee  is  said  to 
have  owned  a  large  rnimlK-r,  v/hom  he  employed  in  the 
work  of  loading  and  unloading  his  ships  as  fast  as  the\- 
arrived  from  foreign  ports.  Slavery,  so  far  from  being 
considered  an  e^'il,  Y;as  regarded  as  the  only  normal 
condition  of  the  negro,  and  the  institution  was  fostered 
and  encouraged  throughout  the  province.  About  five 
thousand  slaves  Avere  owned  in  Massachusetts  at  this 
time.  The  church  records  of  r^Iarblehead  bear  evidence 
that  even  tlie  clergymen  of  tlie  town  owned  negro  serv- 
ants, not  a  few  t...f  v.- hum  v  vi  u  baptized  and  recei\-ed 
into  the  church.  Slaw  mairi.-v--  are  recorded,  also, 
on  the  records  of  all  tlnee  of  tlic  earlier  clun'ches. 
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A  very  interesting  tradition  is  related  concerning  the 
Rev.  Peter  Bonrs,  one  of  the  earlier  rectors  of  St. 
chael's  Church.  It  seems  that,  among  other  servants, 
the  reverend  gentleman  owned  a  very  ill-tempered  and 
vicious  woman.  One  night,  in  a  fit  of  ugliness,  she 
attempted  to  take  the  life  of  her  master,  and  the  next  day, 
havino-  some  reof^rd  for  the  safety  of  his  life,  he  sold  her. 
With  the  inoney  thus  obtained,  I\lr.  Bonrs  procured  a 
life-size  portrait  of  himself,  painted  by  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  artists  in  the  country. 


I.EE  MANSION,  CLTlT  I;^.?. 


The  excitement  incident  to  the  passage  of  the  vStamp 
Act  did  not  cause  the  citizens  of  ]\bu-blclicad  to  forget 
other  nuitters  of  local  importance.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  Marc]],  1767,  a  board  of  trustees  was  chosen  to 
direct  and  manage  the  affairs  ef  llic  scIkh.Is.  There 
were  sc\'cr;il  p-'iMic  sclu-'ls  in  i!:e  b;;;  tlie\-  were 

in  :i  aepii):\ibb-  c<  'ndili-  >n,  ami  the  webi-l*  -di »  f.imilies 
preferre-,1  t(,^  seUfl  their  children  to  j-rixiiie  te:icii'v'r>.  'file 
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town  appropriated  the  sum  of  ;^350  for  the  use  of  the 
schools,  and  the  trustees  were  instructed  to  report 
annually  as  to  their  condition.  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing it  was  voted  to  establish  three  new  schools  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching-  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 
•Messrs.  Jayne,  Phippen  and  Ashton  were  selected  as 
teachers  and  the  trustees  reported  that  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  scholars  attended  each  of  these  schools. 
A  few  years  later  the  town  voted  to  erect  two  new 
schoolhouses  on  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  schools.  Children  were  expected  to  be  qualified  to 
read  before  entering  these  schools,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  children  of  the  poor,  whose  parents  in  many  in- 
stances could  not  read  themselves,  were  denied  admis- 
sion. The  t0Y;n  elected  a  committee  to  investigate  the 
matter,  and  it  was  found  that  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  boys  were  untaught.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it  was 
voted  that  the  children  of  the  poor  should  be  taught  the 
necessary  branches  to  qualify  them  for  entrance  into 
the  schools  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  This  was  the 
foundation  of  the  primai-y  schools,  and  the  beginning  of 
the. present  system  of  public  instruction  in  IMarblehead. 

Governor  Bernard  having  dissolved  the  legislature  of 
]\Iassachusctts,  and  refusing  to  call  it  together  again,  a 
convention  was  lield  in  ]k)Ston  in  vSeptember,  1768,  "to 
deliberate  on  constitutional  measures  to  obtain  redress 
of  their  grievances.'*  On  the  day  after  the  convention 
adjourned  a  ])odv  of  British  troops  landed  in  Boston 
and  marched  to  the  common.  The  selectmen  were  re- 
quested to  furnish  quarters  for  the  soldiers,  and  as  thev 
refused  to  do  so,  the  State  House  was  opened  for  their 
reception.  TIk-  prt-^cnce  of  I'ritish  s()ulier>  in  the  capi- 
tal b-v.!!,  .ilif  ;"i\-'iiK'iU  iu!pre»ii;cnl  (if  American 
Seamen  ]>y  ^hips  uf  tlie  ])riii>!i  iia\-y,  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  ilie  in]ia1)itarits  througliiait  the  pro\-ince. 
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These  attempts  to  bring  the  people  into  subjection  to 
the  will  of  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  were  firmly 
resisted  by  the  colonists,  with  a  determination  never  to 
yield. 

During  the  spring  of  1769  a  brig  belonging  in  Mar- 
blehead  was  boarded  off  Cape  Ann  by  a  lieutenant  and 
a  party  of  seamen  from  tlie  British  s]oop-of-v;ar  Rose, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  impress  some  of  the  crew 
into  the  I'ritish  service.  The  brig  was  the  Pitt  Packett, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Thonnas  Powers,  returning  from 
Cadiz  to  ]Marblehead.  The  crew  at  once  determined 
to  resist  the  transfer  of  an\'  of  their  number  to  the 
British  sloop,  and  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  followed. 
A  party  of  marines  was  sent  to  tlie  assistance  of  the 
lieutenant,  and  for  over  three  hours  the  heroic  sons  of 
IMarblehead  defended  themselves  against  every  attempt 
to  compel  them  to  surrender.  During  the  struggle  two 
of  tlie  Americans  were  severely  wounded,  and  the  Brit- 
ish lieutenant  was  killed  by  a  blov,'  from  a  harpoon 
thrown  by  one  ]\Iichael  Corbitt.  At  length,  being  o\'er- 
powered  by  force  01  numbers,  the  bra\-e  men  surren- 
dered, and  Corbitt  was  taken  to  Boston  to  be  tried  for 
murder.  He  was  imprisoned,  but  a  jur\-  of  inquest 
finally    vindicated  his  conduct,"  and  he  was  released. 

This  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  first  act  of  forcible 
resistance  to  British  tyranny  in  defence  of  American 
liberty.  It  occurred  several  months  before  the  people  of 
Boston  were  fired  upon  by  the  British  trou])s,  and  six 
\-ears  before  the  battle  at  Lexino-ton. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1769,  the  inhabitants  of  Marble- 
head  again  assembled  in  town  meeting,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  re]^resentatives  to  the  GeuLral  C(>urt,  and 
pas>iiig  siiita!)le  inslruclinns.  Josbua  (  'nK-  and  John 
(ralli^.  .n  wiTv  vlccl'jd  i-c])rcsentati\'e>,  and  llu'ir  instruc- 
tions were  as  follows  : — 
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"  I.  That  to  the  utmost  of  your  power  you  endeavor 
to  have  reuioved  everything  that  has  the  least  teiidenc}' 
to  awe  or  control  the  freedom  of  debate  in  your  assembly. 

"  2.  That  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability  you  promote 
every  measure  which  may  heal  the  unhappy  breach 
with  our  mother  country,  and  er.deavor  to  have  things 
once  more  placed  upon  their  ancient  footing;  to  which 
end  use  )-our  best  endeavors  to  refute  the  misrepresenta- 
tions Vvdiich  liave  been  made  of  the  province  to  the 
government  at  home,  whereby  the  people  have  been 
treated  as  if  in  operi  rebellion,  and  endeavor  by  all  legal 
methods  to  have  the  authors  of  such  misrepresentations 
( if  they  can  be  discovered  )  brought  to  suffer  deserved 
punishment. 

3.  That  you  by  no  means  comph'  with  any  requi- 
sition demanding  a  reimbursement  for  any  part  of  the 
charges  sustained  by  the  bringing  of  troops  into  this 
province  ;  as  we  cannot  conceive  to  what  purpose  they 
were  introduced  ;  as  the  course  of  justice  has  never  been 
impeded,  nor  the  civil  niagistrate  been  deprived  of  the 
full  and  free  exercise  of  Ins  authority. 

"4.  Avoid  every  mcasin-e  which  may  tend  to  weaken 
tiie  union  which  at  present  subsists  between  the  several 
British  colonies  in  America,  and  promote  those  which 
may  tend  to  strengtlien  and  insure  it. 

"  5.  That  }-ou  endeavor  to  have  a  provincial  agent 
appointed,  a  man  of  integrity  and  honor,  well  acquainted 
with  the  interests  of  tlie  Ih'itish  American  colonies,  and 
let  care  be  taken  that  he  have  ample  provision  to 
suj^port  his  dignity,  and  to  })ut  him  above  the  want  of 
court  favors. 

"  6.  That  you  promot*.-  all  you  can  every  rational 
sclii-UK-  I'  <r  cinpl  lymg  tlie  |H><'>r  in  c\erv  part  of  the 
piox  iiK'.'  Ill  ;..cli;rv'S  (^r  any  other  way  which  may 

be  of  pulilic  uliiilv. 
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"  7.  That  after  the  appointment  of  the  salary  for  tlie 
support  of  his  ^Majesty's  government,  yon  endeavor  to 
obtain  a  vote  that  the  said  salary  be  paid  monthly  or 
qnarterly,  as  shall  seem  best  to  the  wisdom  of  yonr 
Honse. 

"  8.  That  as  yon  are  acqnainted  with  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  trade  of  tliis  town  by  mean.'?  of  tlie 
great  losses  it  has  snstained  in  the  conrse  of  the  year, 
both  in  men  and  interest,  which  will  in  consequence 
ano-nient,  the  burdens  it  before  labored  under,  von  use 
your  best  endeavor  to  obtain  some  abatement  of  our 
part  of  the  province  tax. 

"  9.  Til  at  you  oppose  any  attempts  to  lay  an  excise 
on  spirituous  liquors,  as  the  general  trade  of  the  prov- 
ince will  be  thereby  great]}'  burdened  and  hindered,  but 
if  that  cannot  be  prevented,  endeavor  to  have  what  is 
consumed  in  the  fishery  exempted  tlierefrom,  as  that 
most  valuable  branch  of  trade  already  labors  under  most 
intolerable  burdens;  an  excise  would  iriore  materially 
affect  the  poor  of  this,  than  of  almost  any  other  town 
in  tlie  pro\  ince. 

"'lo:  That  you  make  strict  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
>  of  the  officers  of  the  crown  whether  the  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice  has  not  been  greatly  obstructed, 
and  the  authority  of  the  prince  and  the  rights  of  the 
subject  been,  in  many  cases,  trampled  u'pon  with  im- 
punity by  high-handed  officers  through  tlieir  venality 
and  corruption. 

II.  That  yoti  do  not  allow  by  any  vote  or  resolu- 
tion whate\-er,  a  right  in  any  power  on  earth  to  levy 
taxes  on  the  people  of  the  pro\-ince,  fur  the  sake  of 
raising  a  rt'\-uuue,  sa\'irig  in  the  (ic:]c];il  A.^scm i.)l\'  of 
tile  pr<  >\-incc. 

^'12.  I'in.illy,  embrace  every  >  :  - ^  :  u iiy  of  mani- 
festinij'  oiu'  alleL^iance  to  our  riL-liliUi  -  'wreiL-ii.  Kiup- 
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George  ;  acknowledge  the  supreme  legislative  authorit)' 
of  the  British  Parliament  over  the  whole  empire  except- 
ing the  power  of  levying  taxes  on  the  province  for  the 
purpose  of  a  revenue,  and  endeavor  to  vripe  off  that 
reproach  for  disloyalty  and  disobedience  which  has  been 
so  liberally  cast  upon  us  by  malicious  and  malevolent 
persons,  at  the  same  time  vindicating  the  just  rights 
and  privileges  of  your  country  from  the  insults  and 
designs  of  wicked  and  arbitrary  men/' 

In  August  assurances  were  received  from  the  British 
ministry  that  it  was  their  intention  at  the  next  session 
of  Parliament  to  reniove  tlie  duties  u]3on  glass,  paper 
and  colors,  "  upon  consideration  of  such  duties  being- 
contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce."  These 
concessions,  instead  of  pacifying  the  people,  had  a  far 
different  eff'ect.  The  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  was 
demanded  as  an  evidence  tliat  the  go\'ernment  had  aban- 
doned the  right  to  tax.  the  colonies.  A  meeting  had 
been  h.eld  by  the  mercliants  of  Boston  a  short  time 
before,  and  an  agreement  had  been  signed  not  to  import 
an}"  British  goo-ds  until  tlie  duties  were  repealed.  As 
soon*  as  the  proposed  action  of  Parliament  was  made 
known  another  meeting  was  lield,  and  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  procrn-e  written  pledges  from  the  inhabitants 
not  to  purchase  goods  of  any  person  who  should  import 
them  contrar}'  to  the  non-importation  agreenrent. 

The  niercjiants  of  ]\Iarblchead  were  not  long  in  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  their  bretliren  in  Boston,  and  in 
October  all  but  four  signed  a  Xon-importation  "  agree- 
ment. Those  \\  lio  refused  to  join  in  this  agreement 
were  bitterly  denounced  as  "  blindh"  ]M-eferring  the 
chains  of  skt\Tr\-  {(^  tuir  mo^t  valuable  inherit;ince, 
//A/>  /..-'w/v."  iMiring  the  exeilement  ocea^iened  b\ 
tins  e<  >;u:-.  \  I a  ehest  Cil  leu  wa>  lirwuidit  into  tuwn, 
\m{  so  inOigu:int  were  the  people  that  the  purchaser 
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reluctantly  consented  to  reship  it  the  next  day.  The 
patriotic  citizens  assembled  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, and,  forming  a  procession,  paraded  about  town  with 
the  obnoxious  merchandise,  and  it  was  then  carried  to 
Boston. 

The  events  of  the  winter  of  1770  produced  the  most 
intense  excitement  among  the  people  of  Marblehead. 
The  presence  of  the  troops  in  Boston,  making  the  capi- 
tal a  garrisoned  town,  was  regarded  as  an  insult  to  the 
province,  and  when,  on  the  5l1i  of  Marcl],  the  soldiers 
hred  on  the  people,  killing  three  and  mortally  Y^'ounding 
others,  an  uprising  of  the  masses  seemed  inevitable. 

On  the  7th  of  ]\Iay  a  town  meeting  was  held  to  con- 
sider the  agreement  for  the  non-importation  of  British 
goods.  John  Gallison,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator,  and 
it  was  voted  that  an  agreement  should  be  circulated 
among  the  inhabitants  against  the  use  of  India  tea.  A 
committee  was  chosen  to  circulate  the  agreement,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  names  of  all  persons  who 
should  refuse  to  sign  it.  After  electing  a  committee  to 
draw  up  resolutions  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  again 
in  three  days. 

On  the  loth  of  ^sfay  the  meeting  again  assembled,  and 
the  folloNving  votes  recommended  by  tlie  committee 
were  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

"  Voted,  That  this  town  has  ever  looked  upon  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament  imposing  Taxes  upon  Ameri- 
cans whose  local  circumstances  can  never  admit  a  Rep- 
resentation in  any  Parliament  excepting  their  own,  to 
be  highh'  unconstitutional  in  their  Nature  and  Danger- 
ous in  tlieir  Tendency. 

That  with  great  v^atisfactior;  and  a  Zealous 
W'Ueration,  we  have  beh^hl  iIk'  Ilonoraliic  I]<»usc  of 
Ive])r<.S'.'ntaL:vc<  f< tliis  Pr(>vinco.  in'  its  1  Viiti.nis  to 
liis  .Majesty,  l\L-n]ijn->t! ances  to  Parlianieni,  and  P^x|")rL-ss 


1  u 


OF  MARBLHIIl'.AD.  95 

Resolutions,  exerting  every  constitutional  Power  with 
which  it  was  invested  for  a  Repeal  of  such  acts,  and  a 
prevention  of  their  fatal  effects. 

"  J^oiea\  That  with  equal  approbation  we  have  be- 
held the  merchants  of  this  place,  except  a  few,  unitinc^ 
with  those  of  our  spirited  nietro])olis,  and  the  other 
maritime  towns  in  this  Province,  in  an  afn'eeiwent  of 
non-importation,  well  calculated  to  add  weight  to  the 
proceedings  of  that  assembly,  whicli  has  gloriously  dis- 
tinguished itself  as  the  watchful  guardian  of  Invahiable 
Rights  and  Liberties. 

"  Vo/cd.  That  if  these  measures  have  not  the  de- 
sired effect  in  procuring  a  total  repeal  of  the  act  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  Tea,  etc.,  we  esteem  it  our  duty  and 
interest  as  P^riends  to  our  Country  and  as  Freenien,  to 
assist  the  merchants  here  in  adherence  to  their  agree- 
ment, and  to  prevent  by  every  legal  means  the  impor- 
tation" of  PZnglish  goods  i]ito  this  place  (not  excepted  by 
this  agreement)  until  a  grand  importation  shall  be 
admitted. 

Tlierefore,  W^tcd.  That  after  this  time  every  person 
in  this  Town  importing  British  goods  contrary  to  the 
agreemer.t  above  said,  be  waited  upon  by  a  comnjittee 
to  be  chosen  for  that  purpose  and  desired  to  reship  said 
goods,  and  that  said  committee  be  hereby  directed  to 
apply  to  ye  Town  for  money  sufficient  to  pay  ye  freight 
of  said  goods  back  to  Great  Britain,  if,  from  their  being 
shipped  in  consequence  of  }-e  late  partial  repeal,  or  from 
any  otiier  consideration,  it  appears  to  them  reasonable 
that  ye  person  aforesaid  should  be  excused  from  that 
damage. 

"  ]'otcd.  That  every  person  in  this  town,  who  ir.i- 
porting  Ihiti-h  .got)d>  a.f< Tcs-iid,  shall  refuse  to  reship 
tlicm  LIS  af< -repaid,  likev.  i>c  e\\  r\-  ].)ei>-un  who  sliall  con- 
tiinie  t')  send  orders  for  non-excepled  British  goods  as 
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aforesaid,  •  after  this  time,  until  a  general  importation 
takes  place,  be  published  in  the  Essex  Gazette,  and 
looked  upon  as  an  enemy  to  liis  countr}',  and  we  will 
not  either  ourselves  or  by  any  person  for  or  under  us, 
directly  or  indirectl}',  purchase  of  such  person  or  persons 
any  goods  ^^'hatsoever,  and  so  far  as  we  can  effect  it, 
will  withdraw  our  connection  from  any  person  who  shall 
promote  their  trade. 

"  Voted,  That  if  any  person  not  an  inhabitant  of  tliis 
town  shall  purchase  of,  or  have  connection  in  trade  with 
any  such  importer,  ye  committee  aforesaid  finding  ye 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  such  person,  is  hereby  de- 
sired and  authorized  to  v/rite  in  ye  name  of  the  town,  to 
ye  committee  of  merchants,  or  Selectmen  of  such  other 
town,  acquainting  them  with  ye  proceedings  of  such 
piu'chaser,  in  opposition  to  the  measures  of  this  town, 
and  desiring  ye  inhabitants  to  discountenance  such  a 
proceeding,  and  cause  the  goods  to  be  returned  to  the 
seller. 

_  Voled,  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  (  altho 
unauthorized  by  the  v.-arrant  for.  ye  present  meeting  ) 
cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  their  highest 
indignation  and  resentment,  that  a  lawless,  ignorant 
>and  bloody  soldiery  should  attempt  of  its  own  authori- 
ty to  file  upon  and  destrov  so  many  of  our  brethren  of 
ye  town  of  Ijoston,  and  icc  Jicrchv  declare  a  readiness 
Teith  our  Lires  a)id  Jjitei'est,  at  all  times  to  support  ye 
civil  authority  of  this  Province  in  bringing  to  justice  all 
such  high-handed  offenders  against  ye  wholesome  laws 
of  this  Lan.d." 

The  committee  chosen  to  circulate  the  agreement  for 
the  discouragement  of  the  use  of  foreign  teas  re]H)rte(l 
th:U   se\en   hundred  and  twel\-c  'vf  f,uni]ie>  had 

U.   .u-ul   uiilv  sc\-cutee!i    luu:    rvfti^ed,   a  list  i»f 
wh«)sc  names  was  reported  for  tlie  actic>n  of  the  tuwn. 


Mi;s.  Ri  TH  liooi'KK,  ^V)l  i:  of  Hon.  Ror-ruT  H(H)1^kk 

rioin  a  p.imtiii:^  l>y  Copley,  in  tlic  Lenox  Lilirnry.  New  N'ork. 
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Of  the  seventeen  wlio  refused  their  signatures  seven 
appear  afterward  to  have  re])ented,  as  their  names  are 
erased  from  the  report.  The  names  of  the  remaining- 
ten  were  as  follows  :  "  William  Gooden,  Sr.,  William 
Peacli,  William  Hammond,  Thomas  Dolli\'er's  widow, 
vSamuel  Gooden's  wife,  Amos  Hubbard's  v\nfe,  Benjamin 
Walpee,  Abraham  ^Mullett's  widow,  vSamuel  Rogers,  tail- 
ed", ^h.  Jim  ]\Iason.''  The  punishment  of  these  ])ersons 
for  their  refractory  disposition  was  both  novel  and 
amusing.  The  town  voted  that  they  should  be  recorded 
in  the  clerk's  office  and  published  in  the  Essex  Gazette 
as  "  unfriendly  to  the  community,''  and  tlie  selectmen 
were  desired  not  to  "  approbate  any  of  them  to  the 
Sessions  for  license  to  sell  spirituous  liquors." 

The  year  1771  is  cliiefly  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
the  town,  on  account  of  the  suffering  caused  by  the 
disasters  at  sea.^  A  large  nu.mber  of  widows  and  father- 
less children  had  been  left  in  a  helpless  situation,  and 
tlie  town,  unable  to  ]3ro\"ide  for  so  large  a  nuudier,  a]v 
plied 'to  the  })ro\-ir.cial  government  for  o.ssistance.  Bv 
means- of  a  Ih'icf,"  issiuxl  tlie  au.thorit\'  of  the  legis- 
lature, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds 
^\'as  collected  for  their  rc-lief. 

Earl)-  in  tlic  \  ear  Tlionuts  Hutclnnson,  who  liad  made 
himself  excccdiu.gh-  ur/poi>ular  tlirou.ghout  the  pro\'ince. 
In-  his  diiplicit)'  and  willing  subserviency  to  the  ministrv 
of  Great  Britain,  was  appointed  governor  of  ]\Iassa- 
chusL-tts.  Th.e  measures  proposed  by  Parliament  to 
render  the  go\-ernor,  judges  ar^d  other  officials  of  the 
crewn  iiKlejiendent  uf  the  General  Court  served  only  to 
!ucre;ise  the  indi'^-n.ation  of  the  ipec^ple  of  the  province. 
The  -':oril\-  after  acce]»Led.  a  sahirv  from  the 

'■■lU;  a::e  ■ :  r^ : : ;  -ee  ■  ^  :   ;  y  •  f  -I  a:  e  :]'^e'l  'Uluit 

'   l'})^^a^.ls  uf  one  ih. );■■^      !  ij.>\  >  vs  c-v  ci;,;  .DVi  a  iu  tlie  hihcric?. 
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the  king  bad  made  provision  for  the  support  of  his  law 
servants  in  Massachusetts  Bay." 

On  the  28th  of  October  a  town  meeting  was  held  in 
Boston,  to  consider  what  action  should  be  taken  in  re- 
gard to  these  matters.  At  this  meeting,  which  was  the 
most  important  ever  held  in  the  province,  John  Han- 
cock presided,  and,  as  has  been  very  aptly  said,  the 
"foundation  was  laid  for  the  American  Union."  It  was 
there,  after  an  address  to  the  governor  had  been  pre- 
pared, that  Samuel  Adams  made  his  famous  motion  that 

a  committee  of  correspondence  be  appointed,  to  con- 
sist of  twenty-one  persons,  to  state  the  rights  of  the 
colonists,  and  of  this  province  in  particukir,  as  men 
and  Christians,  and  as  subjects  ;  and  to  communicate 
and  publish  the  same  to  the  several  towns  and  to  the 
world,  as  the  sense  of  this  town,  with  the  infringements 
and  violations  thereof  that  have  been,  or  from  time  to 
time  may  be,  made."  This  motion  v.-as  adopted,  and  tlie 
committee  was  appointed  with  James  Otis  as  its  chair- 
man. A  stateujcnt  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  was 
prepared  by  Samuel  Adams,  in  which  their  viokitions 
and  -infringements  "  were  stated  in  the  strongest  and 
most  forcible  language. 

The  letter  to  the  towns  was  prepared  shortly  after. 
After  soliciting  a  "  free  communication  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  towns  "  of  "  our  common  danger,"  it  concluded  : 

Let  us  consider,  brethren,  we  are  struggling  for  our 
best  birtlirights  and  inheritance,  winch  being  infringed, 
render  all  our  blessings  precarious  in  tlieir  enjoyments, 
and,  consequently,  trifling  in  their  value.  Let  us  dis- 
appoint the  men  who  are  raising  tliemselves  on  the  ruin 
of  this  country.  Let  us  convince  every  invader  of  our 
frn;>k;):u  t.!i::i        will  be  as  free  as  the  constitution  oui' 

TliL'se  ducuments  were  recei\cd  in  ^larblcliead  during 
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the  following  month,  and  the  response  of  the  inhabitants 
was  prompt,  hearty  and  characteristic.  A  petition  was 
sent  to  the  selectmen  requesting  them  to  call  a  town 
meeting  on  the  ist  of  December,  which  was  conched  in 
such  patriotic  and  vigorous  language  that  it  was  inserted 
entire  in  the  warrant.  "  It  has  proved  the  wusdom  of 
the  best  parliaments  that  ever  Britain  experienced"  — 
such  was  its  langu.age — "  in  listening  to  the  complaints 
of  the  people  against  any  of  their  acts,  and  to  suspend 
enforcing  them  contrary  to  the  repeated  remonstrances 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Empire  ;  it  being  thor- 
oughly known  to  these  wise  men,  that  tlie  greatest  ad- 
vantage arising  from  mixt  government  consisted  in 
this,  the  republic  part  of  it.  That  which  issues  frono  the 
people  is  best  able  to  direct  the  end  of  law,  and  the 
people  by  their  experience  of  its  operation  to  judge 
whether  it  is  mild  and  salutary  or  oppressive  and  dis- 
tressing." 

"  P)Ut  such  wisdom  does  not  distinguish  the  present 
era.  TIic  complaints  of  so  considerable  a  part  of  the 
Empire  as  is  made  up  of  North  Anierica  are  unattended 
to*;  their  petitions,  remonstrances,  and  resolves  neglected 
,  and  despised  ;  acts  of  Parliament  contrary  to  the  appar- 
ent rights  of  mankind,  and  British  subjects,  carried  in 
excculion  aiid  cravinicd  doieii  tJicir  fliroats  ;  acts  assum- 
ing a  ])owe]'  unknown  l>efore  to  Englishmen  ;  a  power  to 
grant  tlieir  moneys  without  their  consent ;  a  power  which 
( if  supported  )  lea\'es  to  Americans  not  the  least  appear- 
ance of  property,  and  at  best  makes  them  only  tenants 
of  their  real  and  personal  estates." 

On  the  day  appointed  tlie  inhabitants  assembled  at 
tiiv  Tov/n  tbiiisc,  and  'i'li-vmas  (l(-rrv  was  chosen,  moder- 
1  ;iV  !v-'l^;;  i^'-"!;  tile  tov/ii  oi  Boston  and 

tl'.e  pv'.:u|.i;iet  Stale  (»i  Rights  were  read  ])v  the  town- 
eierk,  aiul  it  was  then  v(jted  to  choose  a  committee  ''to 
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take  the  whole  warrant  into  consideration."  Col.  Azor  ^ 
Orne,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Thomas  Gerry,  Jr.,  Joslnia  Orne, 
and  Capt.  John  Nntt  were  the  members  of  this  connnit- 
tee.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the 
following  Tuesday,  when  the  committee  reported  several 
resolutions,  which  were  read  separatel)'  and  unanimouslv 
adopted.    These  resolutions  denounced  in  the  strongest 

terms  the  "  recent  act  of  Parlia- 
ment   and  the  Britisli  ^Ministry 
.•■•'/,   r      \'         in  sending  troops  and  ships  to 
.  ''iv"  t":  \       parade  about  the  coast  and  in 

V  '     j^v—      '     the  streets  of  tlie  towns  of  the 
Province;"    characterized  the 
granting  of  stipends  to  the  pro- 
/  ■  >.     vincial  judges  as  an  attenipt  to 

bribe   the   present  respectable 
V  ,   ^  \^        gentlemen    to  become    tools  to 
their  despotic  administration," 
COL.  AzoR  OKNE.  aud  to  "tum  the  seats  of  justice  . 

into  a  deplorable  and  unmerciful  inquisition."  The  dis- 
solution of  tlie  provincial  legislature  was  condemned  in 
,  language  equalh'  as  forcible,  and  tlie  resolutujns  con- 
cluded by  declaring  ''That  this  town  is  liighh-  incensed 
at  tliC  unconstitutional,  unrighteous,  presum])tuous  and 
notoriou.s  proceedings,  detesting  the  n.ame  of  a  liillsbor- 
cugh,  Bernard,  and  every  ^linister  who  promoted  them. 
And  that  it  not  only  bears  testimoiry  against,  but  will 
oppose  tliese,  and  all  such  measures  until  some  v.-a}-  for 
a  full  redress  sludl  be  ado|>ted  and  pro\e  eflectual."  It 
was  voted  to  elect  a  committee  of  grievances  now,  and 
from  ve:!r  lo  vear  a-  lr>ng  as  ma\'  he  necessary,  to  corre- 
Mjud  :\h  ]:h--.,  commUtees  in  } '>■■  -r.  .in*!  < »i];er  towns 
in  the  ]n"o\'inee.  T]ie  coniiuiiUo  <;'Mi-;>led  ol  Az^jr 
( )rne,   h'J/!)riclge  Gerry,   Jo>hun.    Orue,   Thomas  Gerry, 
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Thomas  Gerry,  Jr.,  Capt.  John  Xutt,  Capt.  John  Glover, 
and  Deacon  William  Dolliber.  The  circular  letter  of 
the  town  of  Boston  was  referred  to  this  connnittee  with 
instructions  to  prepare  a  reply,  and  the  meeting-  then 
adjourned  to  meet  on  the  1 5th  of  December. 

The  meeting-  was  held  according  to  adjournment,  and 
Azor  Orne,  cli airman  of  the  committee,  pr*esented  a 
letter  which  had  been  prepared  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  town.  This  letter  was  prefaced  by  a  report 
in  wdiich,  among  other  patriotic  measures,  it  was  recom- 
mended that  one  of  the  pamphlets  of  the  tovv'u  of  Boston 
"  C03itaining  the  'vState  of  Rights'  be  lodged  in  the  office 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  read  annually  until  our  griev- 
ances are  redressed,  at  the  opening  of  every  IMarch 
Meeting,  to  inform  posterity  (  sliould  tlieir  rights  and 
liberties  be  preserved  )  how  much  they  are  indebted  to 
many  eminent  patriots  of  tlie  present  day,  that  the 
names  of  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Aloderator  of 
the  meeting  Avhich  originated  the  '  State  of  Rights/  tl;e 
Hon.  James  Otis,  Ksq.,  ^Ir.  Adanrs,  Doctor  \^'arren,  and 
other  members  of  tlie  committee  which  reported  tlienn, 
b^  recorded  in  the  books  of  this  town  as  great  supporters 
of  the  rio'hts  an.d  liberties  of  the  Province,  and  (>-entle- 
men  who  do  much  lionor  and  service  to  their  countr\'." 

Every  patriotic  sentiment  contained  in  the  "circular 
letter''  of  the  town  of  Boston,  was  indorsed  in  the  reply 
of  the  committee  of  grievance  in  ]\Iarblehead.  It  was 
worthv  the  patriots  who  composed  it,  and  tlie  town 
\\  hich  adopted  its  language  as  its  own.  "  We  beg 
kave,"  it  concludes,  to  bid  adi^-u  for  the  present  b\- 
assuring  \'ou  that  a  determined  resolution  to  support 
the  ri;;"hu  ci.'UurniL'd  t<>  us  ])\"  tlir  (ircat  King  of  the 
I  wwijv^-^:,  i.'nL^\ig<.'S  llu;  nnn(l>  ci  liii-v  p(.'(i])k-,  and  wc  ny- 
y:vhvnd  ihai  all  \\ho  aiuinyl  U>  infrin-c  ih^m  arc,  in 
rilicdicniCc  to  wicked  (lict.iUs,  \-:')];iting  tlie  sacred  st;il- 
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ules  of  Heaven.  And  for  the  honor  of  our  Supreme 
Benefactor,  for  our  own  welfare,  and  the  welfare  of 
posterit}^,  we  desire  to  use  these  blessing-s  of  Liberty 
with  thankfulness  and  prudence,  and  to  defend  theju 
with  intrepidity  and  steadiness." 

There  were  those  among  the  merchants  of  Marblehead 
who,  though  firm  friends  to  their  countr}',  and  sympa- 
tliizing  fully  with  every  proper  method  taken  to  o1)tain 
a  redress  of  grievaiices,  vrere  unprepared  to  indorse  the 
language  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  these  meetings. 
To  their  conservative  minds  the  action  of  the  tovrn 
appeared  ''reash  and  inconsiderate,"  and  they  according- 
ly protested  against  it.  The  protest  was  signed  b}- 
twenty-nine  well  known  merchants,  and  jiuldished  in 
the  cohimns  of  the  Essex  Gazette.  It  was  claimed  that 
but  a  small  faction  of  the  inhabitants  voted  in  favor 
of  tlie  resolutions,  an.d  that  they  therefore  "  did  not 
fairly  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  }^larble- 
head."  To  tliis,  a  reply  was  made  in  the  ricxt  issue  of 
the  paper,  in  which  it  was  claimed  that  tlie  resolves 
"were  fully  and  fairly  discussed  for  more  tlian  an  liour, 
and  that  when  the  vote  was  taken  there  vras  but  one 
person  found  in  opposition."  The  writer  also  stated 
that  the  protest  was  faithfully  circnlated  four  ckays  be- 
fore tlie  tv.'cnty-nine  signatures  were  o])tained. 

During  the  }'ear  1773  ^^^^  attention  of  tlie  inhabitants 
was  for  a  time  occupied  in  considering  their  danger 
from  another  source  than  the  opprcssi\-e  acts  of  the 
Ihitisli  I^irliament.  In  June  the  wife  of  ?\Ir.  William 
IMattliews  v;as  taken  sick.,  and  was  treated  ior  "  poison." 
Her  liusband  having  recently  arri\-ed  liume  from  a  fish- 
ii!-  VI )>  age  t<  •  tile  ('jrand  Kanks  it  v;as  sii]*}  « ':->e(l  that  she 
h;i!!  been  ] -t  .i ;iu.vl  by  washing  liis  e'.' ^r.g  with  some 
soap  whieli  lie  had  jireeured  uii  !h).i1..  ...  ikx  iicri  h^hing 
Vessel.     In   a  .-.liort  time  other  members  ui  her  familv 
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were  afflicted,  and  in  less  than  a  month  nearly  all  who 
had  taken  care  of  them  were  prostrate  with  the  "poi- 
son." The  kind-hearted  neighbors  of  these  unfortunates 
took  their  turn  in  watching-  with,  and  caring  for,  them 
when,  to  their  consternation  and  alarm,  the  disease  which 
had  thus  far  baffled  all  their  skill  was  pronounced  to  be 
the  small-pox  in  its  most  malignant  form.  A  vtry 
small  number,  comparatively,  of  the  inliabitants  had 
ever  had  the  disease,  and  their  excitement  was  increased 
when  it  was  known  tliat  an  old.  lad}-  who  had  died  wit}i 
it  had  been  visited  by  more  than  one  liundred  and  fifty 
persons.  The  tov.ui — as  an  old  gentleman  expressed  it 
in  his  journal — v/as  now  in  an  ''uproar."  The  select- 
men ordered  all  houses  where  the  disease  had  appeared 
to  be  closed  and  guarded,  and  "  all  the  dogs  in  tovs'n  to 
be  killed  immediately."  ]\Iany  of  those  who  were  sick 
were  removed  to  a  house  at  the  Ferry,"  and  in 
less  than  two  montlis  twcnt\'-three  persons  died  there. 
Eight  others,  who  died  during  two  weeks  of  July  and 
August,  were  buried  at  the  Xeck  in  the  plain  just  above 
what  was  then  known  as  "  l^lack  Jack's  Cove." 

In  August  a  town  meeting  was  held,  and  Azor  Orne, 
Jonathan  Glover,  John  Glover  and  Hlbridge  Gerry  peti- 
>  tioned  the  town  to  build  a  hospital  on  Cat  Lsland  for 
the  treatment  of  small-pox  patients  by  inoculation,  "or 
allow  certain  individuals  to  build  it  at  their  own  ex- 
])ense."  The  town  voted  not  to  build  the  hospital,  but 
gave  the  desired  peimission  to  tlie  petitioners  to  un- 
dertake  it  as  a  private  enterprise,  provided  "  that  the 
consent  of  the  town  of  vSalem  could  be  obtained,"  and 
that  the  liospital  should  be  so  regulated  that  the  inliab- 
itanls  of  Alarlt!elK':ul  would    l)e  in  no  danger  of  infec- 

'I'Ik  c^'U-^viiw  "'^!  llu-  <fK-(,  :uu  i:  v'f  Salem  was  readih' 
ol'itaiucd,   anil   carl)-   in   vScpLcml)er   prcixirations  were 
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made  for  the  erection  of  tlie  buildino-.  The  work  had 
barely  commenced,  however,  before  the  people  of  Mar- 
blehead  beo-an  to  manifest  g^real  nneasiness,  throiioh 
fear  that  b}'  means  of  the  hospital  the  dread  disease 
might  take  the  form  of  a  j^estilence  among  them.  The 
opposition  at  length  became  so  great  that  a  town  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  19th  of  September,  and*  the  vote 
whereby  permission  was  granted  for  the  erection  of  tlie 
bnilding  was  rescinded.  The  report  had  been  freely 
circnlated  that  the  proprietors  desired  to  establish  the 
hospital  for  their  own  personal  gain,  and  to  make 
money  by  means  of  the  dangerons  experiment."  To 
allay  the  indignation  created  by  these  rnniors,  and  to 
show  their  own  disinterestedness,  the  proprietors  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  materials  for  the  bnilding  to  the  town, 
at  tlieir  actnal  cost.  The  citizens,  unreasonable  now  in 
their  opposition,  not  only  refused  to  piu'cliase  the  mate- 
rials, but  demanded  that  the  work  be  abandoned. 

Indignant  at  the  injustice  of  thns  action,  tlie  proprie- 
tors continued  their  work  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  and 
in  a  short  time  the  liospital,  a  large  two-slory  building, 
was  compktted.  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  an  eminent  ph\-sician 
of  Portsiu.outh,  N.  H.,  who  had  attained  a  distinguislied 
reputation  for  his  success  in  treating  tb.e  small-pox,  was 
appointed  superintendent,  and,  on  the  iGth  of  October, 
entered  upon  his  duties  and  began  the  work  of  inocukition. 

A  large  numljcr  of  patients,  numbering  several  hun- 
dreds, were  successfulK'  treated  ;  but,  uni^jrtunately,  a 
few,  who  had  taken  the  disease  more  severely  than  the 
others,  died  wliile  at  the  hospital. 

The  opposition  to  the  enterprise,  which  from  tlie 
bcgi.nriing  h.ad  l)ecn  ver\-  great,  uow  to-^k  tlie  fcrm  (^f 
the  mr.^i  kilt  v.-  and  angry  li-.-iiklly.  The  1^  .a.niei;  ii.id 
landed  pa^ienis  al  ['hiees  ni.arer  lla;  l>«wii  llnin  :ia'>e 
appointed   ])\-   llie  selectmen,   and  for  tliis  tlic  excited 


X 


'} 


OF    MARBLEHHAD.  IO5 

citizens  demolished  tlieir  boats.  Four  men,  who  were 
detected  in  the  act  of  stealing  clothing  from  the  hospi- 
tal, were  tarred  and  feathered,  and,  after  being  placed  in 
a  cart  and  exhibited  through  all  the  principal  streets  of 
the  town,  were  carried  to  Salem,  accompanied  b}'  a' 
procession  of  men  and  boys,  marching  to  the  nuisic  of 
five  drums  and  a  fife. 

The  fears  of  the  iiihabitants  were  still  further  in- 
creased when,  a  short  time  after  this  ahair,  it  was 
announced  that  "  twenty-two  cases  of  small-pox  ^'  had 
broken  out  in  tlie  town.  The  storm  of  indignation 
which  for  months  had  been  brewing,  and  manifesting 
itself  at  intervals,  now  burst  upon  the  proprietors  of  the 
hospital  in  all  its  fur}'.  Threats  of  lynching  them  were 
openly  made,  and  the  angry  populace  demanded  that 
the  doors  of  the  detested  "  Castle  Pox — as  the  hospital 
was  ironically  called — sliould  be  closed  forever.  The 
proprietors  momentarily  expected  to  be  mobbed,  and  it 
is  said  that  one  of  them,  Col.  Jonatlian  Glover,  placed 
two  small  artiller}-  pieces  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  his 
house,  fronting  the  streei,  inten.ding  to  give  tlie  crowd  a 
wfirm  iecc])tion  from  the  windows,  should  they  attempt 
to  molest  him. 

At  length,  unal)le  longer  to  resist  the  importunate 
petitions  of  their  fellow  citizens,  the  proprietors  closed 
the  hospital,  and  promised  that  no  more  patients  should 
be  received.  For  a  time  the  excitement  was  somewhat 
allayed,  l)Ut  the  injudicious  remarks  of  one  of  the  ])ro- 
prictors  exciu-d  the  siuNpicion  of  the  citizens  that  the 
promise  would  n».'t  Ije  kept,''  and  tlie  opposition  broke 
out  afresh.  f)n  tlie  niglit  of  Januar\'  26,  1774,  a  party 
of  lU'vU,  cl".-ely  •:li--.gu:>-,-d,  \-i>itL-l  ilie  island,  and  Ik'Iovc 
lliL-y  u:l  :l  iIa-  .ii/;  a  S.ai;       it -i  ni  i  ;g  \wrc  ia 

Oanic^.    'i  ■  -  ■■■-■.gs  audi  ail  ih^ar  contenls  were  cuin- 

|)kK-i\"  (k-si:'<  >\\-d. 
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Naturally  indignant  at  this  outrage,  the  proprietors 
determined  to  secure  the  speedy  punishment  of  the 
incendiaries.  John  Watts  and  John  Gulliard  were  ar- 
rested as  being  implicated  in  the  affair,  and  were  con- 
fined in  Salem  jail.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  arrest 
became  generalh'  known  in  iMarblehead,  the  cause  of 
the  prisoners  was  earnestly  espoused  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  ineasures  were  adopted  to  rescue  them  from  the 
hands  of  the  authorities.  A  large  number  of  ujen  at 
once  marched  to  Salem,  and  in  a  short  time  the  jail  was 
completely  surrounded.  At  a  given  signal  the  doors 
were  broken  open,  the  jailer  and  his  assistants  were  over- 
powered, and  the  prisoners  were  rescued  and  conducted 
in  "triumph  to  their  homes.  A  few  days  after,  the 
sheriff  organized  a  force  of  five  hundred  citizens,  intend- 
ing to  march  to  ]\Iarblehead  and  recapture  his  prisoners. 
A  mob  equally  as  large  at  once  organized  in  Marblehead 
to  resist  them.  Fearing  the  disastrous  consequences  to 
life  and  properly  wlrich  a  conflict  would  enrlanger,  the 
proprietors  decided  to  abandon  the  prosecution,,  and  the 
slieriff  abandoned  his  purpose. 

vSome  time  after  this  affair  a  man  named  Clark,  one  of 
the  persons  wlio-  had  previously  been  tarred  and  feath- 
ered, v;ent  to  Cat  Island  and  brought  a  quantity  of 
clothing  into  tlie  town.  He  was  at  once  ordered  to  take 
the  bundle  to  the  Ferry  for  examination.  On  his  return 
to  the  towri  he  was  surrounded  by  an.  angry  crowd,  who 
threatened  to  inflict  summary  punishmeiU  upon  him. 
The  selectmen  appeared  upon  the  scene,  however,  and 
he  was  rek-a.-ed.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  that  night  his 
house  was  visited  by  a  delegation  of  twcnt\-  citizens, 
and  he  was  t:ikei!  from  his  bed,  conducicd  {■)  ihc  piiljlic 
•.vlri^y^ii;,':  ]"^^-t  i;i  ivivwi  llic  T-wn  M  --v.  :uv\  wa- 
there  unnK-rciiully  b(jatcn.  One  tl:'.  :  |  ilral«  a's  of 
the  outrage  was  sub>c(;ucrAl\-  arrcsitd,   biii  tin-  others 
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were  not  detected.  The  town  having-  been  disinfected 
of  the  disease,  and  the  hospital,  the  great  canse  of  all 
the  contention,  having  been  removed,  peace  was  once 
more  restored  to  the  comnumit}-. 

While  these  tnmnltnons  proceedings  were  transpiring 
at  Marbleliead  the  people  of  the  province  were  eqnally 
as  excited  over  matters  of  a  different  nature.  The  Brit- 
ish government,  finding  it  im]3racticable  to  carry  the 
duty  on  tea  into  execution  hy  constraint,  determined  to 
effect  it,  if  possible,  by  policy.  To  this  end  a  compro- 
mise was  adopted,  by  which  the  East  India  Company, 
who  had  been  the  lieaviest  losers  by  tlie  diminution  of 
exports  from  Great  Britain,  were  authorized  by  law  to 
"  export  their  tea,  free  of  duties,  to  all  places  whatso- 
ever." Though  by  this  regulation  tea  became  clieaper 
to  Americans  than  before  the  duties  Vv'ere  imposed,  the 
colonists  were  not  to  be  deceived  by  tlie  new  ministerial 
plan.  As  soon  as  the  news  was  received  that  the  East 
India  Companv  had  freighted  several  ships  with  tea 
con'signed  to  their  agents  in  the  colonies,  a  town  meeting 
Vv'as  held  in  Boston  to  devise  measures  to  prevent  its 
landing '  and  sale  within  the  province."  A  committee 
VN'as  chosen  to  wait  upon  the  agents  of  the  company,  and 
request  a  promise  from  them  that  the  tea  should  neither 
be  unladen  nor  sold.  The  agents  refused  to  give  the 
promise  as  desired,  and  the  citizens  passed  resolutions 
declaring  them  ''enemies  to  their  country,"  and  that 
the)'  "  sliould  be  dealt  with  accordingly." 

A  few  days  after,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ships  with  the 
tea,  the  Boston  Committee  of  Grievance  issued  a  circular 
inviting  all  tlie  neighlx>ring  towns  to  hold  meetings,  "to 
n.ialic  a  un.itc<,!  :in(i  siu"Cc>>ful  roistance  to  this  last,  worst 
and  iPi:--!  C',.-' 1        \ ;iu\:-urc  of  administration." 

In  :  ^  qu .;!,-;,•      ihi>  iJiu  citizens  oi  Marl^k- 

head  as,^L'mi)]Ld  at  ih^-  Town  House  on  Ti:v>ua\-,  DecemlK-r 
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7,  1773.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  William  Whitwell,  pastor  of  the  First  Church. 
Peacon  Stephen  Phillips  was  chosen  moderator,  and  a 
series  of  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.  These 
resolutions  began  by  affirming  "That  Americans  have  a 
right  to  be  as  free  as  any  inhabitants  of  the  eartJi,  and 
to  enjoy  at  all  times  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  their 
property."  The  late  measure  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pan\',  in  sending  to  tjie  colonies  their  tea,  loaded  witli  a 
duty  for  raising  revenue,"  was  denounced  as,  "  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  so  many  attempts  to  tax  Americans, 
and  said  company,  as  well  as  the  freighters,  for  these 
daring  attempts  upon  tlie  liberties  of  America,  have 
justh"  won  the  contempt,  and  sex'erest  marks  of  resent- 
ment from  every  American.''  The  "  brave  citizens  of 
Boston  "  were  commended  for  their  noble  firmness  in 
support  of  American  Liberty,"  and  tlie  people  of  ^lar- 
blehead  were  declared  ready  witli  tlieir  "  lives  and 
interests  to  assist  them  in  opposing  these  and  all  other 
measures  tending  to  enslave  our  cuuritry.''  The  deter- 
mination was  announced  to  op]U)>c  tlie  landing  of  all 
tea,  "whether  shipped  bv  tlie  l{ast  India  Company  or 
imported  b}'  persons  here.''  And.  after  denouncing  the 
consignees  ioY  refusing  to  reslii})  the  tea  lateh'  brought 
to  Boston,  tlie  resolutions  concluded  as  follows:  — 

"  Rrsoli'cd^  That  it  is  the  desire  of  the  town  to  be 
free  from  the  company  of  such  unworthy  miscreants, 
and  it  is  our  determination  tr>  treat  them,  wherever 
found,  with  the  contempt  they  deser\-e,  :md  to  carry  into 
execution  our  resolutions  against  all  wlio  ma\'  be  con.- 
cerued  in  landing  tea  from  (ireat  BriUiin,  rendered  hate^ 
ful  !■)  US  b\-  its  duit\'." 

'1' he  ^'W/iUs  ' .;  tiK  wiiiier  '  ■;   i;;-;  v/eve  fnli 

ol   exciting  ii:teix>l  to  liie  I'i'.;.;  -  :'   Maibk  h.e.i<l. 

(  )n   the    i6th   of   December   tiie  ;V.i;;m;>     Te;.i  I'artx'" 
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occurred  in  Boston  Harbor,  when  the  sturdy  patriots  of 
that  town  emptied  three  hundred  and  forty-two  chests 
of  tea  into  the  sea,  rather  than  allow  them  to  be  landed 
contrary  to  the  terms  of  the  non-importation  agreement. 
In  March,  Governor  Hutcliinson  resigned  and  Thomas 
Gage  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  One  bill  after  another 
was  passed  by  Parliament  and  readily  sanctioned  by  the 
king,  having  for  tlieir  object  the  subjection  of  the  people 
of  Massachirsetts.  The  quartering  of  troops  in  lioston 
was  legalized  ;  town  meetings  were  abolished,  except  for 
the  choice  of  officers,  or  by  special  permission  of  the 
governor.  Finally,  the  infamous  Port  Bill  was  passed, 
which  closed  the  port  of  Boston  to  commerce  and  re- 
moved the  seat  of  government  to  vSalem. 

On  tlie  23d  of  May,  1774,  a  tovv'u  meeting  was  held 
for  tlie  purpose,  according  to  tlie  warrant,  "  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  alarming  situation  to  w]]ich  we  are  all 
reduced  (  it  being  no  less  than  this,  icJiclJicr  icc  sJiall 
JicrrafltT  he  frcoiicn  or  slazrs)  to  choose  a  Committee 
of  '  Correspondence  ;  "  and  to  "  adopt  any  other  measures 
tliat  may  aj^pear  to  be  constitutional,  ^md  calculated  to 
procure  relief  from  the  difiieulties  which  are  hastening 
in  all  the  colonies  of  America  h\  acts  of  Parliament 
taxing  and  uiijiislly  depri\-ing  them  of  their  interest.'' 

The  meeting  was  organized  bv  the  choice  of  Deacon 
vStephen  Phillips  as  moderator,  and,  after  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  William  Whitvv'ell,  adjourned  to  meet  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  aftern.oon.  At  the  hour  appointed  the 
citizens  again  assembled,  and,  having  passed  a  vote  of 
tluiiiks  to  Rev.  ~Mx.  Whitwell  for  his  services  in  the 
morniiig,  elected  the  following  Committee  of  Corre- 
sp.-ndvuo-:  iM.luia  Oruc',  IX-a.  William  Dolliber,  Dua. 
S:i.-|MK;ii  I'l:;;':;.-.  Ivlwnvd  l'\a\place,  Capt.  Jt;;hi]  Xuil 
and  ]•.: >^  i-.'  LL  i',     The.'  nKv  ;iii^  then  adjourned  l<.' 

meet  :\gain  .Ma\'  31. 
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Under  the  last  clause  of  the  warrant  for  these  nieet- 
ing-s,  the  town  could  legally  take  action  upon  ahnost  any 
political  measure  ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  calHng  new  nieetings  to  consider  the  various  issues  as 
they  arose,  they  were  held  by  adjournment  from  time  to 
time  under  this  warrant.  P^ort^'-six  meetings,  tlie  largest 
number  ever  lield  in  oMarblehead  under  one  warrant, 
were  held  pursuant  to  adjournment,  tlie  last  taking  place 
on  the  3d  of  April,  1775,  ten  months  and  ten  days  from 
the  time  the  first  meeting  was  convened. 

On  the  31st  of  ^lay,  1774,  the  very  day  that  the 
adjourned  meeting  was  to  be  held,  an  exceedingly  com- 
plimentary address  to  the  late  Governor  Hutchinson  ap- 
peared in  the  columns  of  the  Essex  Gazette,  Tliis  address 
was  signed  by  thirty-three  citizens  of  ]\hu'ble]iead,  and 
declared,  among  other  things,  "that  the  public  good  was 
the  mark  at  which  the  ex-Governor  had  ever  aimed  in 
his  administration,  and  that  this  judgment  was  sustained 
by  tlie  opinions  of  all  dispassionate,  thanking  men." 
The  publication  of  the  address  caused  great  indignation, 
and  as  soon  as  the  citizens  assembled  in  town  meeting  it 
wa,«>  referred  to  a  committee  who  were  instructed  to  take 
it  into  consideration  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the 
citizens  again  assembled,  and  the  committee  presented  a 
long  report  concerning  the  address,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  Tlie  report  denounced  tlie  signers  as 
enemies  of  the  province,  and  declared  tliat  the  address 
was  '-Mnsulting  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  and 
effontive  to  the  town  ;  "  "that  it  was  designed  to  destroy 
tlie  harmony  of  the  town  in  its  pul)lic~aflairs  ;  "  "  that  it 
was  false  as  it  was  malicious,  and  tliat  its  signers  sliould 
only  Ix'  iv)rL;i\'en  a  public  recaii.t;Ui<  mi  oi  the  S'juti- 
menls  cnilaiiK'/i  in  ihe  addu;.>s."  One  of  tlic  .signers 
publicly  recanted  at  the  meeting,  and  the  tov  n  there- 
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upon  voted  "  that  any  of  the  subscribers  who  shall 
signify  before  the  further  adjournment  of  this  meetings 
that  tliey  are  desirous  of  detracting  themselves  from  all 
enemies  in  ye  address  so  effrontive  and  justly  obnoxious 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  shall  be  viewed  in  the 
same  light  as  if  they  had  not  signed  the  address." 

Other  "  recantations  "  soon  followed,  and  in  a  short 
time  all  but  ten  of  the  subscribers  had  publicly  acknowl- 
edged their  error,  and  expressed  their  sorrow  for  signing 
the  address.  Two  of  the  signers,  John  Fowle  and  John 
Prentiss,  through  the  columns  of  the  Essex  Gazette, 
expressed  the  wish  "that  the  address  had  been  to  the 
devil  before  they  had  either  seen  it  or  signed  it." 

At  the  annual  election  in  I\Iay,  John  Gallison,  Esq., 
had  been  elected  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  a  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  6th  of  June  to  adopt 
instructions  whicli  had  been  prepared  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Grievance.  "  Some  bills  "  then  "  pending  in  the 
British  Parliament  were  ordered  to  be  read  at  this  meet- 
ing," and  the  following  instructions  were  then  adopted 

"To  John  Gai.usox,  P'so.,  our  Rhprkshxtative. 

Si'}^ :  The  wisdom,  the  Integrity  and  Firmness  of  the 
Honorable  Plouse  of  Commons  of  this  Province,  whereof 
you  are  a  memlx^r,  are  so  conspicuous,  and  the  names  of 
the  gentlemen  wlio  compose  it  so  well  respected  by  this 
town,  that  your  constituents  feel  not  the  least  doubt  of 
its  undaunted  resolution,  even  in  this  day  of  its  greatest 
difficulty.  The  worthy  patriot  docs  not  fully  show  him- 
self when  tlie  vState  is  secure  and  tranquil,  but  shines 
illustrioush-  in  the  midst  of  attacks  and  dano-ers  ;  and 
tlie  h<  ,r;i]);r-  members  of  this  house,  fully  convinced 
v'T  ll:^:  uvri- Illness  ol  llieir  cau.se  in  \-e  present  inter- 
olin,:"  (li>pi;ir>,  :iro  assured  lliai  lliey  breathe  the  senti- 
ments <;i  the  cc)Hecti\'e  body  of  the  province.     JTc  (t'^'c 
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avcr^  7vill  assert  and  viahitaiii  the  invaded  rights  of  a 
free  people,  however  surrounded  by  a  hostile  band,- 
pointiug  at  their  breasts  glittering  bayonets  aud  threat- 
ening sudden  destruction.  Nevertheless,  sir,  we  feel  it 
proper  to  suggest  to  you  our  sentiments  at  the  present 
alarming  crisis.  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  the  British  Administration,  we  will  aiot  only 
admit  to  be  a  powerful,  but  likewise  an  understand iug 
and  august  bod}'  of  men  ;  but  should  their  power  be 
infinitely  greater  than  it  is,  this  town  conceives  tliat 
measures  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  eternal  rules 
of  Reason  and Jnstiee  v/ill  ne\'er  become  just  and  right 
because  executed  by  tliat  power.  Surely  power  is  one 
thing,  riglit  another.  The  late  act  of  Parliament  called 
\\\^  Port  Bill ^  with  two  others  whicli  hath  undoubtedly 
passed  siuce,  hatli  struck  this  town  with  the  greatest 
astonishment. 

"  The  Parliament  is  a  legislature  in  which  no  one 
member  represents  America  in  general,  or  any  person  in 
it,  and  yet  it  is  making  laws  that  not  only  affect  the 
properties,  but  likewise  tlie  lives  and  liberties  of  His 
Majesty's  American  Subjects.  This  distressing  griev- 
ancc^  is  mao-u/ified  in  tliis  orovince,  and  will  undoubtedlv 
be  so  in  all  tlie  pro\-inces,  by  the  mode  of  governmcjit 
in  which  the  laws  are  to  be  executed,  in  whicli  neither 
the  representative  or  the  collective  body  of  the  province 
is  to  liave  any  choice  or  control  whatever,  our  judges 
and  justices,  slieriffs  or  jiu'ors,  either  mediately  or  im- 
mediately, on  whose  judgments  so  nnich  depends,  tJieir 
att.  Americans  thus  situated  and  with  no  interests  but 
what  can  be  granted  by  the  Connnons  of  Great  Ikitain, 
are  in  a  state  ])ut  little  above  that  of  abject  slaves  on 
farms  or  })lautnlious.  Surd)'  uo  m;iii  <a\  c.uth  can 
thiuk  tliese  m.-;;<iirL-s  right,  aud  lk;i\en  il>L-ll,  tluit 
(irand  Court  to  v/hose  decree  all  earth  1\'  ones  uiust  be 


OF  MARBLEHEAD.  II3 

subservient,  will,  we  confidently  hope^  forbid  the  execu- 
tion of  tlieni.  Do  the  minions  of  power  tell  us  that  not 
to  siibmit  to  these  measures  is  death  ?  We  coolly  an- 
swer that  to  submit  is  infinitely  worse  than  death  !  We 
therefore  desire  )-ou  as  the  Representative  of  this  Town, 
to  use  every  prudent  method  for  avoiding  the  ^liseries 
threatening  the  province,  by  the  foregoing  ^Measures. 

^'  First.  We  would  have  you  employ  yoiu'  best  abili- 
ties in  assisting  the  metropolis  of  this  province  under 
tlie  operation  of  the  detestable  Por/  Bill.  Our  hearts 
bleed  for  the  distressed  but  truh'  respectable  l^oston- 
ians.  The  sacrifice  now^  niaking  of  their  liberties  is  a 
sacrifice  of  the  liberties  of  tliis  province  and  of  all 
America.  Therefore  let  it  be  borne,  if  not  by  the  prov- 
inces in  general,  by  this  in  particular  ;  and  should  one 
plan. for  this  purpose  be  defeated,  we  strongly  recom- 
mend you  to  use  your  influence  for  adopting  another  and 
another  until  it  sliall  be  accomplislied.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  town  tliat  n.othing  could  more  deface  the 
]iistor\-  Oi  America  than  its  permitting  the  magnanimous 
Hostoniriiis  to  suffer  more  than  an  equal  proportion  of 
this  unrighteous  sacrifice  now  making  of  their  interest. 
In  su]>portiiig  this,  we  prop  tlie  liberties  of  America. 

"  Second.  \Ve  strongly  recommend  to  your  views  a 
congress  of  Connnittees  from  tlie  several  Houses  of 
Assemblies  on  the  Continent.  Vi\  this  means  the  joint 
vrisdom  of  the  whole  is  promised,  as  well  as  that  union 
b)-  Avhich  alone  each  province  can  expect  to  preserve  its 
freedom.  Every  one  must  now  see  the  truth  of  that 
excellent  maxim  of  the  celebrated  farmer,  '  United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall.' 

Third.  V\\;  desire  yow  aim  at  harmonizing  in  your 
C'iUueilN,  and  should  liie  h(  m1' )i-;ii  )le  house  be  infested 
\\ilh  ai;\-  member  \vh>>se  Lienercd  C(jnduct  shall  ap];ear 
to  l)e  inflriencee.  not  by  tlie  ]>ul)lic  good  but  pri\-ate 
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views  of  sounding  honor  or  sordid  profits,  you  cannot 
render  to  this  town  more  acceptable  service  than  by  con- 
temning such  a  man  ;  but  we  sincerely  hope  that  such  a 
man  may  not  be  found  in  the  senate. 

"  Fourtli.  We  desire  that  you  agitate  in  the  house 
the  assumed  right  of  Parliament  to  alter  or  disannul  the 
charter  of  this  Province.  It  is  humbly  conceived  by 
this  town,  that  while  the  province  shall  not  consent 
to  any  alteration  of  its  Charter,  Councellors,  Justices, 
Sheriffs,  or  Jurors,  not  chosen  according  to  it,  have  no 
more  authority  over  the  province  than  a  Nuncio  or 
ambassador  from  the  Pope  of  Rome. 

"  Fifth.  That  should  the  bills  of  Parliament  relating 
to  the  province,  ( of  which  we  have  copies )  have  passed 
into  acts,  you  likewise  endeavor  to  obtain  the  sense  of 
the  honorable  house  upon  them  in  their  most  material 
consequences.  It  appears  to  this  town  that  abstracted 
from  every  other  consideration  the  bills  in  themselves 
are  as  cruel  as  tyranny  itself  can  devise. 

"  vSixthi.  We  strono:lv  recommend  it  to  vou,  that  if 
any  important  matter  relating  to  this  dispute  shall  be 
agitated  in  the  house  which  our  instructions  do  not  relate 
to,  that  you  make  the  earliest  communication  of  them 
to  your  constituents  and  receive  their  advice  thereon. 

"  vSeventh.  And,  upon  the  whole,  tliat  the  sense  of 
tlie  honorable  house  be  obtained  upon  tlie  absolute  au- 
thority of  legislature  and  government  claimed  Ijy  Great 
Britain  over  the  colonies  and  its  immediate  conse- 
quences to  ye  latter. 

Nothing  is  more  clearly  conceived  by  this  town  than 
that  a  submission  to  tliis  authority  by  the  Colonies  will 
i!icvila])]_\-  be  attended  with  sucli  a  dwindling  state  as 
\\\\\  i'u:i;;\-  Ivtviinalc  in  tlicir  Rainy 

At  another  iiuciing,  Ik-IcI  sh<;rtl\-  {il'lcr,  tlic  ConnnilU'c 
of  CorrLS})r'n(k-ncc  was  enlarged  by  the  additi(jn  of  six 
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members.  In  July  subscriptions  were  solicited  b}-  order 
of  the  town,  in  aid  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  who  were  suf- 
fering- from  the  operation  of  the  Port  Bill,  and,  among 
other  contributions,  eleven  cart-loads  of  Jamaica  fish  and 
a  ca.sk  of  oil  were  donated.  The  Town  House  and  pow- 
der house  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  merchants 
for  the  storage  of  goods,  and  the  citizens  gener^tlly  ten- 
dered the  use  of  their  wharves,  storehouses  and  other 
unoccupied  buildings  for  this  purpose. 

As  soon  as  the  determination  to  hold  a  "  Continental 
Congress  "  was  made  knovN-n,  the  town  voted  to  send  one 
representative,  and  appropriated  tlie  sum  of  nine  pounds 
and  eight  shillings  for  the  use  of  the  Congress.  Jere- 
miah Lee,  Azor  Orne  and  Klbridge  Gerry  were  in  turn 
elected  to  represent  the  town,  but  all  three  decliued  the 
honor,  "  as  the  condition  of   their  private  affaii's  was 
such  as  to  prevent  their  acceptance."    At  a  subsequent 
meeting,  the  town  voted  that  "  inas- 
:  '  ^  '  %         much  as  all  three  of  the  gentlemen 
.    :         ■  '       chosen  had  been  unable  to  accept 
':     •   _  tlie  choice,"  in  case  any  one  of  them 

.  '  T'^v  ■       should  find  it  convenient  to  set  out 

';    for  Philadelphia,  " he  was  authorized 
?        to  draw  upon  the  Town  Treasurer 
"  •       V    ■  7   for  the  amount  of  his  expenses." 
■/-  ,        lilbridge  Gerry,  the  youngest  person 

C  '  /        of  the  three  who  had  been  chosen, 

-^  -^       A  -  tlien  onlv  tliirtv  vears  of  ao-e, 'was 

finalh' induced  to  accept  the  position, 
r..BK,coE  c.KKv.        .,^^^|  (| ^ .  ^j^^^^  d i st i u gui shcd 

o  o 

j)ublic  career  Vs'hicli  did  not  close  until  he  had  attained 
tlic  oihoc  <'[  \'ice-])rc>i<leiit  of  the  United  States.  Dur- 
in;;  v\\'-  moiuh  •(,{  iiK'  t<)\\-n  V(.)[ed  to  reciuest  the 

]i!irii>u-rs      to  a|)}/viini  a  da\-   oi   fasting-  and 
prayer,  on  ace(junt  of  the  griev^jus  situation  of  puljHc 
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affairs  throughout  America.''  At  the  same  meeting  the 
constables  were  instructed  to  notify  the  inhabitants 
personally  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  26th 
of  July,  as  the  'Misuse  of  tea"  was  "to  come  under 
consideration." 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  meeting  v;as  held,  and  the 
town  voted  that  the  use  of  tea  at  a  time  when  our 
inveterate  enemies  are  causing  it  to  be  enforced  on  the 
American  Colonies  in  the  n.iust  violent  methods,  even 
bv  armed  bands,  is  no  less  an  injur}'  offered  to  the 
Colonies  by  all  who  vend  or  purchase  it,  than  affording 
assistauce  to  those  enemies  to  raise  revenues  to  pay  the 
dragoons  vdio  are  to  enslave  us."  It  was  also  voted, 
that  this  town  highh'  disapproves  the  vending  or  use 
of  any  India  Tea,  ....  and  views  all  persons  who 
shall  offer  it  for  sale  as  enemies  to  America  and  this 
town  in  particular."  A  tea  committee  of  eleven  persons 
was  chosen  to  warn  tlie  inhabitants  not  to  use  or  sell 
India  teas,  and  it  was  \'oted  that  all  who  refused  to 
discontinue  the  sale  and  use  of  the  article  after  being 
warned  by  the  committee  should  have  their  names 
"  posted  at  the  Town  House  and  at  the  several  Churclies 
that  tlie  town  may  know  their  enemies.'' 

In  defiance  of  the  acts  of  ParliaiiK-nt  for  the  sup- 
pression of  town  meetings,  the  people  of  ^larblehead 
continued  to  assemble,  and  to  express  their  sentiments 
concerning  the  great  questions  then  agitatirig  the  coun- 
try. Nor  were  the}'  awed  b}'  the  presence  of  a  company 
of  British  Regulars,"  which  had  been  stationed  on  the 
Neck  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  submission  to  this 
act,  at  the  order  of  the  governor. 

On  the  eleventh  of  August  a  nu-ciing  was  lield,  and  a 
c<')nun ilt(.v  of  four  pcrs(>iis  was  clM^-en  ''to  take  into 
cc)n>idcraiion  the  late  acts  of  k.'n-lia!nc  ut  rc<])ecting  the 
Constitution  of  the  Province.''    At  a  .subsequent  meet- 
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ing,  held  four  days  later,  the  committee  brought  in  a 
report  recommending  the  holding  of  county  meetings, 
by  delegates  from  each  town,  "  to  deliberate  upon  mat- 
ters for  the  safety  and  defense  of  the  Province,  and  to 
confer  upon  whatever  may  be  for  th^e  public  good.^' 
The  report  was  promptly  adopted,  and  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  was  instructed  to  address  a  "circular 
letter  "  to  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  appointing  a 
place  for  the  meeting,  and  requesting  them  to  send 
delegates.  The  town  voted  to  send  five  delesfates,  and 
the  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  :  Jeremiah 
Lee,  Azor  Orne,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Joshua  Orne  and  Dea- 
con William  Dolliber. 

iMeanwhile,  throughout  tlie  province,  great  attention 
was  being  paid  to  militar}-  discij)line,  and  the  patriots 
everywhere  were  anxious  to  be  properly  armed  and 
accoutered.  The  militia  officers  were  requested,  by  vote 
of  the  town,  to  "have  the  lavr  of  the  Province  relative 
to  tlie  militia  adhered  to  vritli  respect  to  proper  equip- 
ment, and  to  discipline  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  have 
regard  for  tlie  welfare  of  their  countr}'  at  least  four  times 
a  week,  and  two  hours  eacli  time."  The  selectmen  v'ere 
"  desired  to  deposit  the  town's  stock  of  powder  at  such 
]-)laces  as  they  may  think  most  secure  for  the  benefit  of 
the  town."  Tliese  and  similar  votes  prove  conclusively 
that  the  people,  tliougli  hoping  tliat  a  policy  of  concilia- 
tion might  }'et  be  adopted  by  the  British  ministry,  were 
steadily  preparing  to  rusli  to  arms  at  a  moment's  notice, 
in  defense  of  their  riglits  and  liberties.  The  signs  of 
tlie  a])proaching  struggle  were  read  aright,  and  Ameri- 
cans ever}-where  were  determined  to  meet  it  with 
uii\-i^l(iini;-  ftM'litU'k:  and  in-'dVLiv. 

Tiiv  ]>rv:>c!K\'  el  Liic  Iir;i:>]i  ^^Idiers  on  the  Xeck  was 
a  >uii:\'e  of  cunsLinl  iniunriu  U>  tlie  inli:!.i)iianLS,  aiui 
se\'eral   linics  a  ci'iii^K.n  iK'tw^-cn  tliem  seemed  immi- 
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nent.  The  excitement  and  indignation  which  their 
insolence  occasioned  were  fomented  ahnost  to  fnry,  when 
Captain  IMerritt,  a  worthy  citizen,  was  wonnded  by  one 
of  the  guards.  The  citizens  hastily  assembled,  intend- 
ing to  march  to  the  Neck  and  "exterminate  the  entire 
body  of  soldiers,"  but  wiser  counsels  prevailed,  and  the 
officers  in  command,  in  order  to  pacify  the  angry  popu- 
lace, promised  that  the  offender  should  be  punished 
with  five  hundred  laslies. 

On  the.  5th  of  September  the  first  Continental  Con- 
gress met  at  Philadelphia.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  this 
assembly  was  to  pass  resolutions  and  sign  an  agreement, 
by  the  terms  of  wliich  the  colonies  were  bound  not  to 
import  directly  or  indirectly  any  goods  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  after  the  ist  of  December,  1774  ;  and 
in  case  the  acts  complained  of  should  not  be  repealed  b}' 
the  loth  of  September,  1775,  they  agreed  not  to  export 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  an}' 
commodities  or  merchandise  Y/hate\'er. 

In  the  meantime,  Go\"ernor  Gage  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, dissolving  the  I\Iassachusetts  legislature,  wliich  had 
been  called  to  meet  at  Salem  on  the  5th  of  October. 
Notwithstanding  this  order,  tlie  legislature  convened  on 
the  day  appoir^ted,  arid  immediately  resolved  itself  into 
a  Provincial  Congress.  As  soon  as  this  intention  was 
made  known,  a  town  meeting  was  held,  and  Jeremiah 
Lee,  Azor  Orne  and  Elbridge  Gerry  were  chosen  as 
delegates  from  Marblehead.  At  the  same  meeting,  a 
committee  of  "  Observation  and  Prevention  "  was  chosen, 
with  instructions  to  cooperate  with  other  towns  in  the 
Province  for  preventing  any  of  the  inha])itants  from 
supplying  the  troo];s  with  labor,  liiin]K.r,  >]iars,  pickets, 
straw>,  ])ricl:>  or  an\"  other  maii-ii-ii  ^^■h:i:e^cr,  cxceitt 
sucli  as  humanit)'  requJh\-^.'' 

The  militia  of  ?vlarbleliead  cuirsisted  at  this  time  of  a 
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regiment  of  seven  companies  of  well  disciplined,  active 
men.  This  regiment  v/as  under  the  command  of  offi- 
cers, all  of  whom  had  been  commissioned  by  Go\'ernor 
Gage  or  former  governors,  and  the  town  voted  that  it 
was  "  not  expedient  for  the  people  "  to  be  led  or  influ- 
enced by  any- militia  officers  "who  conceive  themselves 
obliged  to  hold  and  execute  "  these  commissions.  On 
the  5tlj  of  December  the  regiment  was  ordered,  by  vote 
of  the  town,  to  assemble  and  "  choose  ofhcers  for  each 
company,"  and  every  inhabitant  was  ordered  to  be  "  pos- 
sessed of  a  firearm  and  bayonet  in  good  order,  and 
equipt  with  thirty  rounds  of  cartridges  and  ball,  a  pouch 
and  knapsack."  In  order  the  better  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  re-organization  a  "  committee,  consisting  of 
three  persons  for  each  of  the  se\'en  companies,  was 
chosen,  v/ith  instructions  to  give  personal  notice  to  all 
on  the  alarm  list,  at  least  four  days  before  the  time 
appointed."  In  the  performance  of  their  duty  the  com- 
mittee met  v/ith  great  opposition  from  some  of  tlie 
officers  and  their  friends,  and  the  names  of  the  offenders 
were  reported  to  the  town.  vSeveral  were  stiverely  cen- 
sured, and  a  connnittee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  all 
the  officers,  and  inform  therii  that,  in  the  opinion  of  'the 
tovrn,  they  could  "  not  hold  or  execute  their  commissions 
without  hostile  designs  against  the  liberties  of  America." 
The  committee  were  also  directed  to  inform  them  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  tov.ni  that  they  should  forthwith 
resign  their  commissions,  and  publish  their  resignations 
in  the  Kssex  Gazette.  Upon  being  notified  of  this 
action  of  the  town,  a  majority  of  the  officers  complied 
with  the  request  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  resigned 
tlicir  connnissions.  There  were  those,  liowever,  who 
lor'kcd  urxi!!  tile  adoiption  of  IIk-sc  measurers  as  an 
a<sumi-.ii'.>!:  (>{  aul!ioril\-,  and  an  e\  itlencc  of  an  arbitral  }- 
and  coerci\"e  s[)irit,  and   thcN'  firniK'  refused  to  resign 
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their  commissions,  or  to  accede  to  the  wislies  of  the 
town.  The  excitement  of  the  people  at  length  became 
so  great  that  the  Town  House  was  too  small  to  hold  the 
crowds  that  assembled  at  the  town  meetings,  and 
the  citizens  were  several  times  obliged  to  adjourn  to  the 
"New  I^Ieeting  House."  At  one  of  these  meetings, 
the  town  voted  to  sustain  all  those  inhabitants  who 
should  disregard  the  orders  and  commands  of  the  officers 
w^ho  had  not  resigned  their  commissions,  and  the  consta- 
bles were  instructed  to  warn  the  officers  not  to  attempt 
to  muster  the  militia,  as  such  action  would  disturb  the 
peace  and  order  of  the  town. 

By  this  vote,  the  offices  of  those  who  had  not  already 
resio-ned  were  virtuallv  declared  vacant,  and  the  repi- 
ment  was  thus  without  officers.  But  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  citizens  to  allow  the  regiment  to  dis- 
band, and  the  various  companies  were  ordered  to  assemble 
and  choose  officers  to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  officers 
elected  were  presented  with  commissions  issued  by  the 
authoritv  of  the  town,  and  the  ori^anization  of  the  reoi- 
ment  was  thereby  preserved. 

In  the  meantime,  the  loyalists,  of  wliom  there  were  a 
fev/  among  the  wealthier  citizens,  were  not  inactive.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  the\'  coald  viev^^  these  revo- 
lutionary proceedings  without  deep  concern,  and  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  dissuade  their  fellow  citizens  from 
the  course  they  had  taken.  They  protested  that  the 
entire  policy  of  the  colonies  was  suicidal,  and  that 
the  town  had  been  guilty  of  treason  by  its  recent  action. 

In  Xovember  a  meeting  hi  ad  been  held,  and  a  "  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection "  had  been  chosen  to  carry  into 
effect  the  resolve  of  tlie  Continental  Cfnii^rc-^s  respecting 
tlie  ]iOn-iin!>')rt;"ui()n  of  Briii^li  Tlii--  committee 

was  coai}'  >>t. C\  I'f  fifteen  p.itnoiic  citizens,  v.  h  ^>c  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  their  ct.'iintrx-  was  a  sufficient  -uarantv  that 


■?.)  f; 


....  'r,-,L,;^,p^ 


("ill.    1  1-  KIM  1  AH    I  !  1 


OF  MARBLEHEAD. 


121 


the  duly  would  be  faitlifuUy  jjerformed,  namely  :  Samuel 
Hooper,  Capt.  John  Glover,  Capt.  Israel  Foster,  Capt. 
John  Prince,  Captain  Thomas  Pedrick,  Capt.  John 
Russell,  Capt,  James  ^lugford,  Capt.  William  Courtis, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Broughton,  Capt.  William  Blackler, 
Thomas  Grant,  3d,  P^dward  Wild,  Samuel  Russell 
Trevett,  Capt.  John  Crush  and  :\Ir.  Joel  Smith.  The 
loyalists  were  especially  bitter  in,  their  opposition  to  the 
doings  of  this  committee.  The  behavior  of  some  of  them 
at  length  became  so  offensive,  that  the  town  voted,  that 
they  were  "  deserving  of  a  severe  rebuke  for  their  niis- 
conduct.^'  Several  of  those  who  had  made  themselves 
obnoxious  by  their  undisguised  "  tory  "  sentiments,  were 
signers  of  the  address  to  the  late  Governor  Hutchinson. 
As  they  had  never  recanted,  nor  in  any  way  given  the 
least  evidence  of  regret  for  their  action,  the  indignation 
of  the  citizens  was  nov%'  rekindled  against  them.  A 
town  meeting  was  held  at  the  "  New  ^Meeting  Plouse," 
on  the  2 Sill  of  December,  to  consider  tlieir  conduct,  and 
a  connnittee,  of  which  Col.  Jeremiah  Lee  was  chairman, 
was  choseri  to  prepare  appropriate  resolutions.  These 
resolutions,  which  were  promptly  adopted  by  the  town, 
denounced  the  late  governor  as  an  "unparalleled 
hypocrite,"  arid  the  address  as  "an  indecent,  absurd  and 
ridiculous  inslruUiient."  The  addressers  were  stigmatized 
as  "enemies  to  their  country,''  and  their  conduct  as 
"ungenerous,  unjustiliable  and  opprobrious  ;  "  and  it  was 
therefore  voted  to  "break  otT  all  connection  in  commerce, 
and  in  every  other  way  witli  the  persons  mentioned, 
until  tliey  manifest  tokens  of  good  disposition  to  join 
their  country  in  its  ju.st  cause."  In  addition  to  this 
severe  censure  of  the  town,  it  was  voted  that  the  names 
of  tlk-  offenders  <houid  }niblished  in  the  ]{sscx 
Gazette,  "ilr.it  a  [iVMp-r  ve-t;ntnit.'ii t  from  tlie  Pru\'ince 
ma}'  likewise  fall  up^^n  llieni/' 
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But  the  zealous  loyalists  vrere  not  to  be  silenced. 
With  a  sincere  belief  that  these  rebellious  acts  of  the 
colonists  must  sooner  or  later  bring  disaster  and  ruin 
upon  the  country,  and  death  or  imprisonment  to  the 
leaders,  they  entreated  their  friends  and  neighbors  to 
recede  from  their  position  before  it  was  too  late.  But  in 
vain.  The  invariable  answer  of  the  sturdy  patriots  was, 
"  Death  rather  than  submission  ;  and  their  entreaties 
only  rendered  them  the  more  unpopular.  Finally,  by 
their  persistent  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  they  again  provoked  the  anger  and 
resentment  of  the  town,  and  at  a  meeting  held  in  Janu- 
^^y?  I775i  it  was  voted  that  they  "ought  not  to  be 
indulged  in  their  wickedness;"  and  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  "  attend  to  the  conduct  of  these  ministerial 
Tools  and  Jacobites,"  with  instructions  to  report  their 
names  from  time  to  time,  that  effectual  measures  might 
be  taken,  "  either  for  silencing  them,  or  expelling  them 
from  the  community," 

Shortly  after  this  meeting  had  been  held,  the  public  ' 
mind  was  again  exercised  by  the  report  that  tliree  vessels 
vrere  daily  expected  to  arrive  from  Falmouth,  England, 
and  that  the  owner  of  one  of  them  had  expressed  a 
determination  to  land  liis  cargo  and  offer  it  for  sale. 
The  people  vrere  equally  determined  that,  if  he  did  so, 
the  goods  should  be  immediately  reshi])ped,  and  the 
"  Committee  of  Inspection  "  was  instructed  to  take  pos- 
session of  them  and  carry  the  vote  into  effect,  even  at 
"the  risk  of  life  itself." 

In  the  meantime  the  citizens  had  not  been  unmindful 
of  tlieir  other  duties,  nor  of  the  necessity  of  making 
active  preparations  for  the  struggle,  wliich  every  patriot 
icil  nui>l  now  Ijc  imminent. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

One  of  tlie  most  important  nieasiires  adopted  by  the 
Provincial  Congress,  dnring  the  last  days  of  its  session, 
was  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  an  army  ;  and  tlie 
several  towns  were  advised  to  enlist  companies  of  minute 
men,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  properly  disciplined  and 
equipped.  In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  a 
town  meeting  was  held  at  I\Iarbleliead  on  the  .2d  of 
January,  1775,  "  to  make  provisions  to  pay  the  persons 
who  may  enlist  as  miiuite  mer^,  and  take  other  suitable 
steps  for  perfecting  the  militia  in  the  arts  of  war." 
The  "subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which 
Gerry,  Orne  and  Lee  were  members,  and  the}'  reported 
that  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  would  soon 
be  called  upon  "  to  assist  in  defending  the  Charter  and 
Constitution  of  the  Province,  as  well  as  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  America,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
>  be  properly  disciplined  and  instructed ;  and  as  those 
who  were  first  to  take  the  field  would  be  required  to 
devote  a  large  proportion  of  tlieir  time  to  this  exercise, 
it  was  but  just  and  reasonable  that  they  should  be 
remunerated  for  their  extra  services.'^  The  sum  of 
eight  hundred  pounds  was  accordingly  granted  for  the 
purpose,  and  Capt,  James  ]\Iugford  was  appointed  pay- 
master for  the  detached  :\Iilitia  or  ^^linute  Men," 
with  instru.ctions  to  pay  the  money  to  those  only  who 
presented  an  ;>rclcr  ind(>rscd  by  a  cunmiiitec  of  tlie  town. 
I'iiis  comniiti-c  cnir-islcd  of  I'hcMiias  Gerr\',  Richnrd 
Harris  and  Joshua  Grne,  who  were  instrucled  to  alk>w  a 
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compensation  of  two  shillings  a  day  to  each  private  ;  to 
sergeants,  clerks,  druniniers  and  fifers,  three  shillings 
each  ;  second  lieutenants  four  shillings  ;  first  lieutenants 
four  shillings  six-pence,  and  captains  six  shillings.  A 
service  of  four  hours  a  day  was  required,  but  compensa- 
tion was  allowed  for  but  three  days  in  each  week. 

During  tlie  month  of  January  the  British  soldiers 
were  withdrawn  from  the  town,  and  on  the  9th  of 
February  his  Majesty's  ship  Lively,  mounting  twenty 
guns,  arrived  in  the  harbor,  and  anchored  off  the 
fort.  All  vessels  arri\-ino-  in  the  harbor  were  dilio-entlv 
searched  by  the  officers  of  this  ship,  and  arms,  anununi- 
tion  and  military  stores  of  every  description,  found  on 
board  them  were  confiscated  by  order  of  the  governor. 
A  vessel  containing  a  chest  of  arms  was  compelled  to 
anchor  near  the  Livel}-  ;  but  a  few  nights  after  her 
arrival  the  prize  was  boarded  b)'  a  part}'  of  intrepid 
young  men  under  the  lead  of  vSamuel  R.  Trevett,  and 
the  arms  were  remo\'ed  and  concealed  011  shore.  Though 
a  diligent  search  Avas  made  b}'  tlie  British  oflicers,  the 
muskets  could  not  be  found,  and,  as  was  supposed,  were 
af»lerwards  used  in  completing  the  armament  of  the 
^larblehead  regiment. 

On  the  aftej'uoon  of  Sunday,  P'ebruary  26,  wliile  tlie 
people  were  at  church,  a  transport  sailed  into  the  har- 
bor. Soon  after,  a  regiment  of  lU'itish  soldiers,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Leslie,  landed  on  Roman's  Beach. 
After  loading  their  guns,  they  marched  tlirougli  the 
town.  An  alarm  druni  was  beaten  at  the  door  of  each 
of  the  churches,  and,  as  tlie  people  came  into  the 
streets,  the  ]\Iarblehead  regiment  was  mustered,  and 
active  preparations  were  made  for  the  defense  of  tlie 
tC'wn.  Su-i'ectiiiL^-  llic  <.'bjcct  <>i  the  exp^'diliou  to  i)e 
tlic  sei/.ure  of  sewral  pieco  of  ariilh-ry  .-cere led.  at 
vSalcm,   Major  John  Pedrick  ha.stened  on  lu^rseback  to 
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that  town,  and  gave  tlie  alarm  at  the  door  of  the  North 
Church.  He  was  soon  joined  by  a  party  of  young  men 
from  ^larblehead,  and  together  they  proceeded  to  the 
North  Bridge,  over  which  the  reguLars  were  obliged 
to  pass.  On  their  arrival,  the  troops  found  the  draw^ 
raised,  and  a  large  body  of  citizens  determined  to  resist 
their  passage.  Colonel  Leslie  demanded  that  "  the  draw 
be  lowered  in'tlie  King's  name,"  but  was  told  that  it 
was  "not  the  King's  highway,  but  a  private  road.'' 
Several  of  the  soldiers  then  attempted  to  cro.ss  in  boats  ; 
but  they  were  told  tliat,  should  they  do  so,  the  boats 
w^ould  be  immediately  sunk. 

While  Colonel  Leslie  and  his  officers  were  debating 
with  the  citizens,  Robert  "Wormsted,  one  of  the  young- 
men  from  Marblehcad, — who  afterwards  distinguished 
himself  by  his  daring  and  braver}-, — engaged  in  an 
encounter  with  some  of  tlie  soldiers.  He  was  a  skillful 
fencer,  and,  with  his  cane  for  a  weapon,  succeeded  in 
disarming  six  of  the  regulars.  Finally,  upon  their 
agreement  to  march  a  sli or t  distance  and  then  return, 
the  dra\v  was  lowered,  and  the  soldiers  vrere  allov;ed  to 
•proceed.  Finding  liimself  frustrated  in  his  design,  the 
disappointed  Colonel  returned  witli  his  regiment  to 
'  MarblelK'ad,  and  reembarked  ori  board  the  transport. 
Their  discomliture  was  rendered  the  more  complete,  as 
they  were  obliged  to  pass  the  ^Marblehead  regiment,  and 
realized  that,  had  tlieir  mission  proved  successful,  it 
wDuld  h:u-e  resulted  only  in  bloodshed  and  utter  defeat 
on  tlieir  relurn.^ 

Tlie  r.riti^ji  Parliament  having  prohibited  the  colo- 
nists from  carr}-ing  on  anv  fisheries  on  the  Banks  of 
Xvv\-f<_iiindlarul.  it  vra^  dLcuicd  in] prudent  for  the  fishing 
fcvt  i'>  Venture  A>   iu.Mrly   if  not   quite  'all  the 


'Ct:J  'Hi; 


126 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 


vessels  belonging  in  town  were  ready  for  sea,  a  commit- 
tee was  chosen  to  wait  upon  the  owners  and  "  skippers," 
and  request  them  not  to  proceed  on  th^eir  voyages  until 
after  the  time  of  prohibition  had  expired.  A  circular 
letter  was  also  addressed  to  the  fishermen  of  other 
towns,  requesting  them  to  ado]:)t  a  similar  course,  as  the 
safety  of  their  lives  and  the  welfare  of  their  families 
depended  upon  their  prudence  and  forbearance. 

The  events  whicli  followed  in  rapid  succession,  dur- 
ing the  inonths  of  .Marcli  and  April,  were  sucli  as  to 
cause  the  utmost  excitement  in  ]Marblehead.  On  the 
19th  of  April  the  battle  of  Lexington  was  fought,  and 
the  news  of  the  disastrous  rout  of  the  British  was 
recei-\-cd  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  The  war  for 
freedom  had  commenced,  and  the  patriots  everywhere 
declared  themselves  ready  for  the  struggle. 

The  day  before  the  battle,  the  Province  Committee 
of  vSafety  and  Supplies,  of  which  Jeremiali  Lee,  Elbridge 
Gerry  and  Azor  Orne  were  members,  held  a  meeting  at 
^^'e'therby's  Black  Horse  Tavern,  on  the  road  between 
Cambridge  and  Lexington.  After  the  session  was  con- 
chukd,'  several  members  of  the  committee,  including 
John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams,  went  over  to  Lex- 
ington to  pass  the  night,  while  the  gentlemen  from 
^larblehead  remained  at  the  tavern.  Towards  nightfall, 
small  parties  of  British  officers  and  soldiers  were  ob- 
served to  pass  the  tavern,  and  Gerr\-  at  once  dispatched 
a  messenger  to  Hancock  and  Adams,  apprising  them  of 
the  fact.  Without  the  slightest  thought  of  personal 
danger  to  tliemselves,  Gerry  and  his  associates  retired  to 
rest,  and  remained  quietly  in  their  beds  until  the  British 
ad\-ance  were  within  view  of  tlic  lu'iis^.  Ii  was  a  fine 
UKiMiiii-iiL  ni;.;-ht.  and  tlu;\-  (iuiL'l]\-  i!Kiri-:<-(i  t!!r  L'iiitering- 
t.'l  il>  b^ams  (.»n  the  polished  arm-.  Uk-  >oldieis,  as 
t]ie\-  mo\'ed  with  the  silence  and  rei*  i;hirit\-  of  accom- 
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plished  discipline.  The  front  passed  on.  When  the 
centre  was  opposite  the  liotise,  an  officer  and  file  of  men 
were  detached  by  signal,  and  marched  towards  it.  It 
was  not  until  this  moment  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  entertained  any  apprehension  of  danger. 
While  the  officer  was  posting  the  files,  the  gentlemen 
found  means,  by  their  better  knowledge  of  the  premises, 
to  escape,  half  dressed  as  they  were,  into  an  adjoining 
cornfield,  where  they  remained  for  more  than  an  hour, 
until  the  troops  were  withdrawn.  Every  apartment  of 
the  house  was  sea  relied  for  the  "  IMeuibers  of  the  Rebel 
Congress  :  even  the  beds  in  which  tliev  had  lain  were 
examined  ;  but  tlieir  clothing  and  other  propert)',  in- 
cluding a  valuable  vv'atch  of  r\Ir.  Gerry's,  which  was 
under  his  pillow,  were  not  disturbed."^ 

The  night  being  very  cold,  the  gentlemen  suffered 
very  keenl}'  from  their  exposure,  and  Colonel  Lee  was 
soon  after  attacked  by  a  severe  fever,  from  which  lie 
never  recovered.  He  died  on  tlie  tentli  of  I\ray  follow- 
ing, at  Xe\vbur)-porl,  but  his  body  was  brouglit  to 
^larblehead  for  interment. 

•The  death  of  this  eminent  patriot,  at  a  time  wheii  his 
inestimable  services  were  of  more  \"alue  than  ever-  to 
the  town,  and  pro\ince,  was  universall}-  lamented.  In 
the  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor  which  he  had 
held,  as  an  enterprising  and  successful  uiercliant,  and  as 
''an  ardent,  acti\'e  and  able  advocate  for  the  Liberties 
and  Independence  of  his  Country,"  he  in.spired  the  con- 
tidence  and  esteem  of  all  vho  knew  liim.  In  his  private 
intercourse  with  his  fellowmen,  he  was  admired  for  the 
ur])anit\-  of  liis  manners,  and  btrloved  for  his  generous 
^b.- ;  M  :iiid  ])euc\"!  >]oiKX'  to  the  poor. 

.\ fue  >aULyuin.r.  \'  .-ccuvs  ai  I  A-xiiigt«'n  and  C.\.>ne-  >rd, 
til  ere  v.- as  ]]•)  '...T.gcr        tjr.e-llon  a.->  iu  the  deierminaiiou. 

^  Austin's  /.i/'t  <'/■'  Ccn-y, 
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of  Great  Britain  to  enforce  "unconditional  submission." 
The  Provincial  Congress,  which  had  adjourned  to  meet 
on  the  lotli  of  I\Iay,  was  convened  on  the  22d  of  April, 
and  it  was  voted  to  raise  an  army  of  thirteen  thousand 
men  for  the  service  of  the  Province.  On  Sunday,  the 
23d  of  April,  l\h\  Gerry,  one  of  the  delegates  from  JNIar- 
blehcad,  reported  that  the  British  man-of-war  LiveK'  was 
lying  off  tlie  harbor  of  the  town,  and  that  the  means  of 
defense  were  inadequate  to  repel  an  attack.  P^'our  days 
later,  the  Committee  of  Safety — • 

"  Ordered^  That  Col.  John  Glover  take  such  effectual 
methods  for  the  prevention  of  such  intelligence  being- 
carried  on  board  the  Lively  ship  of  war,  Captain  Bishop, 
commander,  now  lyiug  in  the  liarbor  of  Marblehead,  or 
an}'  other,  as  may  have  a  tendency  to  injure  tlie  most 
importarit  cause  we  are  engriged  in  ;  and  that  he  take 
such  effectual  methods  for  carrying  this  order  into  exe- 
cution as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  effect  this 
purpose.'' 

During  the  month  of  ^iay,  the  disturbed  condition  of 
public  affairs  caused  great  commotion  throughout  the 
town.  Press-gangs  prowled  about  the  streets,  seeking  to 
impress  seamen  for  the  royal  navy.  An  attack  from  the 
>  gunboat  in  the  harbor,  whose  officers  and  men  were 
irritated  almost  bevond  endurance  b\'  the  successful 
resistance  of  the  citizens  to  their  arbitrary  measures,  was 
considered  as  not  unlikely  to  occur.  This,  together 
witli  the  un])rotected  position  of  tlie  harbor,  led  man}- 
of  the  inhabitants  to  remove  their  families  to  places  not 
so  dangerously  exposed.  On  the  21st,  the  artillery 
com])any,  commanded  by  Capt,  Samuel  R.  Trevett, 
marclied  to  the  (')ld  Meeting  House/'  wliert-  a  sermon 
was  (Iv. iiwvctl  ])\-  rliL'  Pcv.  ?\Ir.  \\'hit\\\-!].  'I'Ik-  next 
recruiting  o\\\cc':<  mavchcd  al)unl  thv  tt.'\\  n  witli  drums 
an{l  files,  enlisting  recruits  for  the  Continental  army. 
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On  the  30tb,  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed  by  a  report 
that  British  soldiers  were  landing  at  the  Ferry.  The 
regiment,  led  by  the  intrepid  Glover,  turned  out "  and 
promptly  marched  to  the  scene  of  action  ;  but  the  re- 
port proved  to  be  false. 

The  next  day  the  frigate  Lively  sailed  for  Boston,  and 
her  place  was  taken  by  the  sloop  of  v/ar  Meflin.  A 
fev\'  days  after  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  a  merchant  vessel 
from  the  AVest  Indies,  belonging  to  Colonel  Glover, 
arrived  in  the  harbor.  The  commander  of  tlie  I\Jcrlin 
sent  an  officer  on  board  to  order  the  captain  to  anchor 
his  vessel  near  the  ship ;  but  tlie  vigilant  owner  had 
boarded  lier  before  him,  and  disregarding  the  imperative 
connnands  of  the  officer  and  the  threatening  guns  of  the 
ship,  had  his  vessel  brought  "  directly  in  to  Gerry's 
Wliarf."  Crowds  of  people  were  gathered  along  the 
Vs-]iar\-es  and  headlands,  expecting  that  the  schooner 
\\-ould  be  fired  into  by  the  ^lerlin ;  but  the  angry 
commander,  knowing  that  the  citizens  were  determined 
to 'dcfeiid  the  owner  at  all  hazards,  wisely  refrained  from 
an  act  vs-hich  must  have  resulted  disastrously  to  himself 
aiul  liis'men. 

In  tlie  meantime,  the  term  for  which  the  delegates  to 
the  Provincinl  Congress  had  been  elected  having  expired, 
a  tovm  meeting  was  hekl,  and  Azor  Orne,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Jonatlian  Glover  and  Joshua  Orne,  were  chosen 
to  attend  the  Congress  soon  to  assemble  at  Watertown. 
Two  da\'s  later,  another  meeting  was  held,  and  the 
citizens,  anxious  to  provide  for  the  comfort  of  those  who 
Were  soon  to  go  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
cr)uutry,  authorized  the  selectmen  to  pro\-ide  blankets 
:md  such  other  articles  a>  v/ere  needed  b\'  tliose  who  liad 
m  ::k'  kro\-inci:il  >er\ice. 

'  M  ilh  of  June,  Colonel  Gk)\-er  recei\"ed  oiH.krs 

Ivom  th^'  Pro\-incial  ComiViitt'.e  oi  Saft:t\',  "to  continue 
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the  Regiment  under  his  command  at  ^Marblehead,  until 
further  orders  ;  and  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning  to  any  post  where  he  may  be 
directed." 

At  the  same  time,  a  report  was  made  to  the  Congress 
by  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  that  "  Colonel 
Glover  had  levied  ten  companies,  making  in  the  whole 
four  hundred  and  five  men,  inclusive  of  officers  ;  and 
about  three  quarters  of  said  number  are  armed  with 
effective  fire-locks,  who  are  willing  and  choose  to  serve 
in  the  army  undrr  him,  all  now  at  Marbleliead."  The 
committee  further  rejX)rted  tliat,  in  their  "  opinion,  the 
safety  of  the  countr}-,  and  the  promoting  the  public 
service,  make  it  highly  necessary  and  expedient  that 
Colonels  John  Glover,  David  Brewer,  AVoodbridge  Little 
and  Jonathan  Brewer,  be  without  any  delay  commis- 
sioned as  Chief  Colonels  in  the  arni}-,  and  that  their 
field-officers,  captains  and  subalterns  be  also  commis- 
sioned as  soon  as  the  list  of  them  can  ])c  settled." 

Accordingly,  on  the  i6th  of  June,  Colonel  Glover 
appeared  before  Congress  and  was  sworn  and  commis- 
sioned as  commander  of  the  Twen.ty-first  Regiment. 

Having  been  stationed  at  I\Larblehcad  "  un.til  further 
orders,"  the  brave  seamen  of  the  marine  rt^giment  v/ere 
deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  themselves  at 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  which  took  place  on  the  17th 
of  June.  But  there  were  other  sons  of  ?^Iarblchead  who 
participated  in  that  memorable  engagement  and  fought 
like  heroes  in  defense  of  their  country.  TIk-  company 
of  artillery  under  command  c>f  Ca})t.  v^amuul  R.  Trevett, 
farming  a  ]>art  of  C(doiKd  Gridle_\''s  iTL^nuci't,  arrived  on 
llic  U^A^  to  ui]--age  ii'  varl  i,i  the 

Ce.;  I;. ill  Trcwtt  a  ■•  •;  -'uid  c;uii:cn 
in  tliL-  aciion.  Init  made  u}^  f»jr  hi>  capturing  two 

of  a  larger  >ize  from  the  I'rilisli,  i-lie  <e!d\-  cannon  cap- 
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tured  by  the  Amcricrais.  Two  men  of  the  jMarblehead 
company  were  killed,  and  three  were  wonnded.  The 
killed  were  William  Jackson  and  Daniel  Carmichael. 
Of  the  wounded,  one  was  the  intrepid  Robert  Worm- 
stead,  who  was  struck  in  the  shoulder  by  the  fragments 
of  a  bursting  sliell.  He  narrowly  escaped  liaving  his 
head  blown  from  his  shoulders,  the  fate  which  befell 
a  companion  whom  he  was  assisting  from  the  battle- 
field. The  other  wounded  men  were  John  Vallison  and 
Aloses  Gerry. 

On  the  2ist  of  June,  Colonel  Glover  received  orders 
to  proceed  with  his  regiment  and  report  to  General 
Ward  at  Cambridge.  A  general  muster  was  held,  and 
the  regiment,  fully  arnied  and  equipped,  made  an  impos- 
ing appearance  as  it  marclied  tli rough  the  town.  Every 
ofiicer,  soldier  and  mu.sician,  in  the  entire  regiment  of 
ten  companies,  were  citizens  of  ?\Iarl)lehead,  except  one 
captain  and  seven  privates.  The  officers,  chosen  some 
montlis  before,  were  as  follows  :  — 

Colonel,  John  Glo\-er. 

Licuicnaiit-cohj/U'I^  ]o\n\  Gerry. 

Majo]\  G  abri  el  J  oh  on  n  e  t . 

A  dj  II  fa  lit,  William  Gibbs.  \ 
Sui^i^oon,  Xatlianiel  IJond. 
Suroro//\s  J/o/c,  Xatlianiel  Harrington. 
OnorfcDnasi'rr^  Jose})h  vStacey. 
Tlie  uniforin  of  the  rcgimeni;  consisted  of  a  blue 
round  jacket  and   troii^ers,  trimmed  with  leather  but- 
tor.s  ;  and  Colonel  Glover  was  said  to  be  the  most  finely 
drt.>scd  officer  of  the  arm\-  at  Cambridge. 

D;.iriug  tlic   montlis  of  August  and  vScptember  the 
f't  M;ir])]ehcad  ^)^:^ic(l  il!en;scl\-cs  in  fprtif\'ing 
i.-^;-  ]^r.;|  K'^-:;;!^;!  >  f,.;-  t'u/  :\  {•,{   ihe  town. 
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The  fort  was  repaired,  and  one  hundred  men  were 
emplo3'ed  for  seven  da^-s,  "  Sundays  not  excepted,"  to 
complete  the  breastworks.  Tlie  cost  to  the  town  for 
carriag-es,  phanks  and  other  materials,  was  thirty-two 
pounds,  "  exclusive  of  donations "  from  the  citizens, 
which  were  very  liberal. 

The  sloop  of  war  i\Ierlin  remained  in  the  harbor 
during  the  entire  summer,  stopping  fishing-boats  as  the}' 
passed,  and  searching  the  merchant  vessels  as  they 
arrived  in  the  harbor.  One  schooner,  however,  which 
arrived  from  New  Providence,  was  seized  during-  the 
night  and  taken  around  into  Salem  Harbor,  where  she 
was  anchored  in  safety  near  the  "  Ferry  vShore." 

No  arrangements  had  as  yet  been  made  for  fitting  out 
a  naval  armament.  British  slii])s  and  transports  laden 
with  provisions  and  munitions  of  war  were  going  in  to 
Boston  and  out  apaiii  without  molestatioiL  While  the 
enemy  were  thus  bountifully  supplied  with  these  neces- 
.saries  General  Washington  was  greatly  embarrassed  by 
the  scarcity  of  ammunition.  At  this  time  a  most  oppor- 
tune, suggestion  was  made  to  tlie  commander-in-chief 
hy  Capt.  Jolin  ^fanly  of  ]\Iarbleliead.  It  was  that  armed 
^  vessels  be  em})loyed  to  cruise  against  the  eneni)'.  He 
also  asked  permission  to  put  a  few  small  guns  on  board 
a  vessel  and  start  on  a  cruise.  After  transmitting  IMaii- 
ly\s  letter  to  Congress,  and  without  waiting  for  a  reply, 
(jcneral  Washington,  in  August,  authorized  Colonel  John 
Glover  to  hire  vessels  to  l)e  fitted  out  as  cruisers.  This 
commission  was  most  zealously  executed. 

The  first  of  these  vessels  was  the  schooner  Hannah, 
wliicli  was  hired  fur  t\\-o  months.  Nicholson  l^roughton, 
a  ca]>tain  in  llu-  M:irl »:vh.r:id  Ixc-inR-nl,  was  CDinmissioned 

c<>mm;miir: ,  ■:r.<l  -lir-.-e' ;;.]  to  i\v\:\  hvv  with  a  dctaci;- 
mcnt  (jf  tile  aril!}-.  1  li>  !n>inicli();is,  -igued  b\'  Wa>i:- 
iugton,  were  dated  Se|Vi.ember  2,  1775. 
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On  the  inorning  of  Tuesday,  September  5lh,  Captain 
Broughton  sailed  from  Beverly.  While  cruising  near 
Cape.  Ann  that  afternoon,  he  was  chased  by  two  British 
ships  of  war  and  narrowly  escaped  capture.  The  next 
morning,  being  chased  by  another  ship,  he  was  obliged  to 
run  into  Cape  Ann  Harbor.  At  about  sunset  he  again 
sailed  into  the  ba)-,  being  rewarded  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing by  coming  up  with  a  large  ship  which  he  captured. 
vShe  proved  to  be  the  British,  ship  lenity,  laden  with 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war. 

After  delivering  his  prize  into  the  custody  of  the 
Committee  of  vSafety  of  the  town  of  Gloucester,  Captain 
Broughton  reported  the  fact  to  General  Washington,  who 
referred  the  disposition  of  the  cargo  to  the  General  Court 
of  the  colony,  and  recommended  the  brave  captors  for 
a  suitable  compensation. 

Colonel  Glover  continued  the  work  of  fittino-  out  vessels 
and  by  the  3d  of  October  had  in  readiness  the  Lynch, 
Captain  Broughton  ;  the  Franklin,  Captain  Selman  ;  the 
Lee,  Captain  IManly,  and  the  Warren,  Captain  Adams. 

These  vessel.N  were  all  liired  and  fitted  out  on  account 
of  tlie  "  Ignited  Colonies  of  America  by  exiwss  direc- 
tion of  General  Wasliington.  They  were  referred  to  by 
'  Colonel  Glover  in  his  account  book  as  "yc  navy,''  and  the' 
advance  wages  were  paid  ])y  liim.  For  these  as  well  as 
all  other  necessary  expenses  he  was  reimbursed  by  the 
paymaster  of  the  army  under  a  warrant  issued  by  General 
AVashington.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  American 
Xav\'.  The  little  vessels  were  all  officered  and  manned 
by  Marblehead  sailors  excc-])t  the  Warren,  which  was 
conjmanded  by  Captain  Adams  of  the  Xew  Hampshire 

>nL:i;c>lii^u  lliat  aviiicd  cnii>L;rs  he  filed  out, 
at  iir>;  c.iii-v-d  -nrr-i  iM-  in  C'.>:u: :\.-->  :  but,  when  informaiien 
w:is  rveeivvdi  that  two  l^rig-  hvlcu  with  military  stny(_,; 
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had  sailed  from  London  for  Quebec,  it  was  resolved  to 
intercept  them  if  possible.  Accordingly,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  it  was  voted  to  send  a  letter  to  General  Washing- 
ton desiring  that  he  apply  to  the  council  of  JMassachu- 
setts  for  tlie  two  armed  vessels  in  their  service.  But 
the  work  had  already  been  done,  and  in  reply  to  tlie 
letter,  General  Washington  so  informed  the  President  of 
Congress.  The  vessels  selected  for  this  important  service 
were  the  Lynch,  Capt.  Nicholson  Ih-ougliton,  and  the 
Franklin,  Capt.  John  vSelman.  Their  instructions  were 
issued  on  the  i6th  of  October.  On  the  21st,  the  Lynch 
with  six  guns  and  the  Franklin  with  four  sailed  on 
the  first  naval  expedition  of  the  vrar.  Broughton  was 
commodore  of  the  little  fleet.  Each  commander  took 
his  ov/n  company  of  tlie  IMarblehead  regiment  for  a  crew. 

After  a  long  passage,  being  detained  by  adverse  v.'inds 
and  weather,  they  reached  the  river  vSt.  Lawrence,  but 
found  that  tlie  tran>port  for  which 

.  '\  tliey  were   in   search    had  escaped. 

;'y  \  Thev,  hov.-ever,  captured  ten  other 

• ''■-'^'^        vessels  as  prizes,  and  hearing  that 

;^  tlic  autlioritics  on  the  Island  of  St. 

^  John's  were  raising  recruits  for  the 

-c^ ,  •  British  arm}',  tlie  zealous  command- 
"^V""'-    A    ers,  tliinkino-  to  du  essential  service 

■  to  their  countr\',  lauded  their  troops 

CAPT.  JOHN  SELMAN.  islaiid,  bcsifged  a  fort,  and 

detairicd  and  brought  off  the  Go\'ernor  (Wright)  and 
Judge  Colb'eck  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  December  the 
expedition  returned,  when,  much  to  their  astonishment, 
the  two  n.aval  officers  were  sewivly  reprimanded  by  the 
C(  aniiiauder-iu-chief,  f(jr  exceeding  iheir  in>tructions, 
and  ihe  ]>r!<!  •■\\,-v<-  a.u'i  ]>ri;''  -  x-.  -.  :r  .\>k'\,  ll  was  the 
desire  <>i  C«>i;gre>s  It)  ad"j.!L  a  e-'^u  i ,  ;,<l"r\  ]K.'lic\-  towards 
the   Xurihern    Pru\'inces,  ami  \\':i-liiiielun   feared  that 


OF  MARBLEHKAD. 


this  hast}'  action  of  the  brave  but  overzealoiis  seamen 
would  cause  a  rupture  of  the  friendly  relations  existing 
between  these  colonies  wdiich  might  be  fraught  with 
serious  consequences. 

In  the  meantime  the  Legislature  of  IMassachusetts 
had  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  fitting  out  of  armed 
vessels  ''to  protect  the  sea-coast,"  and  to  cut-off  the 
supplies  intended  for  the  British  arnn\  This  act,  which 
was  adopted  on  the  15th  of  November,  was  due  chiefly 
to  the  efforts  of  Hlbridge  Gerry,  one  of  the  representa-, 
tives  from  IMarblehead,  by  whom  the  preamble  was 
drawn  up.  On  the  29th  of  November,  Capt.  ]ohn 
jNIanly  of  IMarblehead,  in  the  schooner  Lee,  one  of  the 
vessels  fitted  out  by  order  of  General  Washington,  fell  in 
with  the  brig  Nancy,  a  vessel  of  2 50  tons  burden,  bound 
to  Boston  witli  military  stores,  which  he  captured,  and 
sent  in  to  Gloucester  Harbor,  hler  cargo  consisted  of 
several  brass  field-pieces,  2,000  stand  of  arms,  100,000 
flints,  32  tons  of  lead,  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition, 
and  a  thirteen-iricli  brass  mortar,  besides  a  complete 
assortment  of  tools,  utensils  and  machines  necessary  for 
military  operations.  IManly's  schooner  sailed  under  the 
Pine  Tree  Flag  of  ^Massachusetts,  and  this  was  the  first 
naval  victory  in  wliich  the  Ihitish  flag  was  struck  to 
American  colors.^  The  prize  was  of  inestimable  value 
to  Washington,  and  the  ordnance  stores  and  field-pieces 
were  at  once  forwarded  to  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  Captain  IManly  captiu'cd 
two  other  vessels  within  full  sight  of  the  British  fleet 
in  Boston  Harbor.  After  a  brief  eno-afrement  with  an 
English  armed  schooner,  he  succeeded  in  taking  his 

^  "  I'iiiL'.'lclr.!-,:.-!  is  inns-  1>  :a:,iii!^^  tlv.it  P.uil  J  mucs  has  asycrtecl  in  his  journal 
tlial  '  tVi.-  Ittnvi  I;-:-!'.-  I  tic  !'.•>!  AM-Tivrn  r  Copt.  BniTV  has  sni.i  thot 


Crfi-r  s/rn:U'ih-c  or  yo-m  .Li.:  >ns. 
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prizes  into  Plynioiith.  On  leaving  this  port,  he  was 
chased  into  Scituate  River  by  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Falcon,  Captain  Lendzce,  which  had  been  sent  out  to 
seize  him.  Manly  ran  his  brig  ashore.  After  a  desperate 
engagement,  during  which  the  British  vessel  fired  more 
than  three  hundred  guns,  an  attempt  was  made  to  board 
the  brig  b\^  men  in  barges.  The\'  were  repulsed,  how- 
ever, and  the  British  commander  was  at  lencrth  oblioed 
to  retire  from  the  contest,  having  lost  more  than  half 
his  men.  Captain  IManJy  succeeded  in  gL-tting  his  vessel 
off  without  much  damage,  and  in  a  short  time  she  was 
again  refitted  for  sea. 

The  opening  of  the  year  1776  found  the  people  of 
^larblehead  suffering  extreme  hardship  from  the  effects 
of  the  war.  On  the  Sth  of  January  a  town  meeting  was 
held  to  consider  the  distressed  and  truly  miserable 
condition  of  the  poor  at  the  Work-house/'  and  the 
selectmen  were  authorized  to  hire  the  sum  of  £200  for 
their  relief.  A  iktw  months  before,  tlie  poor  ])eop]e  of 
the  town  had  been  recommended  to  cut  turf  and  dig  roots 
of  trees  in  the  swamps  for  fuel. 

At  the  annual  i^Iarch  meeting,  the  Committee  of 
Safety  was  increased  to  nineteen  persons,  and,  two 
months  later,  Azor  Oru.e,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Jonathan 
Glover,  Thomas  Gerry  and  Joshua  Orne  were  elected  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  General  Court. 

In  the  month  of  ^lay,  James  ]\lugiord,  Jr.,  in  com- 
mand of  the  armed  schooner  Franklin,  was  cruising  in 
the  bay.  Whether  or  not  this  was  his  first  cruise  in  the 
schooner  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  he  was  in  command  <>f  ilie  vessel  as  early 
as  Ffln'nar)-  .:d,  and  that  lie  spent  ilu-  !iii  >:ith  *  .f  January 
in  recruiting  men  and  gettir.g  k"-  .  :\  .i- :\  I'^v  sea. 

The  arniamer.t  of  the  iiitk  .-e!i  -  ^  •     '..-led  uf  six 

carriage  giuis,  four  f(jur-])oun(]L-r^.  f.'.  A\  ..  ■ '.'.  iwls,  >ixteen 
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muskets  with  bayonets,  twelve  pistols  and  sixteen  cnt- 
lasses.  ^ 

During  the  previous  year,  ]\lugford  had  been  im- 
pressed into  the  British  service  and  confined  on  board 
a  eunboat  then  Ivino-  in  tlie  harbor.    Ke  was  soon 
released,  however,   through  the 
interposition   of    his  wife,  v\'ho 
went  on  board  the  ship  and  rep- 
-,■  •  -  i  resented  to  the  captain  that  they 

^v.';,  .       /  had  been  recenth'  married,  and 

A  that  she  was  dependent  upon  him 

"  for  support.    AVhile  a  prisoner, 

^  .         '  •  r     the  vounor  sailor  learned  from  the 

;  ""x     ;  N  /         ;      conversation  of  his  captors  that  a 
V-/  "Powder  vShi'o"  was  soon  to  sail 

from  England,  Vv'ith  ammunition 

CAI'T.  JAMES  MrGFORO,   IK.  '  .... 

and  stores  tor  the  British  army. 
Immediately  upon  his  release,  he  communicated  the 
important  intelligence  to  the  proper  authorities,  and 
requested  permission  to  attempt  tlie  capture  of  the  trans- 

^  That  MugfovJ  was  in  ct'inniaud  of  the  scliooner  Frankhn  as  early  as 
'February  2,  1776,  is  sh.own  by  a  rccorci  book  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  in 
which  his  si^natvire  apj'ears.  This  book  was  found  a  few  years  ago  among 
>  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Sar.-li  Martin,  w  lio  was  formerly,  MuL^ft'rd's  wife  and  who 
adrninistereil  upon  his  estate.  The  folli.iwing  are  the  names  of  the  cre\v  on 
board  the  Franklin  in  February  :  William  Adams,  boatsman,  Stephen  Stacey, 
Jno.  Paravea.  Jii>e]di  llowarch  Ik-njannn  .^tacey,  Juo.  Tesheau,  Joseph  I'essen- 
dien,  Jno.  I'oor,  Jno.  Tarter,  Francis  Sanders,  Nicholas  I'ickett.  Thomas 
iMshinglon,  RubL-rt  Xrwich,  William  Cantiberry,  Daniel  Gold,  Jno.  hiarris, 
Mi.  !;acl  Mr.r.  Wilib^.'n  (  'me.  Fawrence  Fartlctt.  Jno.  Dimond,  William  Cdiilds, 
I'hibp  Mvliyc  in  ar.i  liu-r  j-art  ol  tlie  li'>i'k  this  name  is  gi^'en  as  Fhili[:> 
Ili^'h^!,  Ai'.lh.^i!}-  r.r:  Richard  J>ine>,  Jno.  Kehoe,  Williani  Kelley,  Jose{-.h 
San-lers.  J.^^ci>^.  M.'-  ui.  F-ciiiamin  Trefr}',  Janies  r'uexlnir}',  Fenjamin  Courtis. 
IFis  is,  un..!i  u':  b'/.  }■ '-.^cticaliy  the  sarn.c  cre\\-  th.at  was  at  the  capture  of  the 
po'.vilcr  •.;  'rc     ■•r^  pr.-b.iltly  c'iuxn.^cs  in   the  list.     Men  often 
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port.  After  much  importunity  his  request  was  granted. 
Without  dela}',  the  intrepid  commander  collected  a 
crew,  and,  after  fitting  his  vessel  for  sea,  pushed  into 
the  Bay.  On  Friday,  the  17th  of  ^lay,  the  I-]ritish" 
ship  Hope,  of  three  liundred  tons,  six  guns  and  seven- 
teen men,  hove  in  sight.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  a  British  fleet  lay  at  anchor  in  Nantasket  Roads, 
only  a  few  miles  off,  and  in  full  sight,  T\Iugford 
at  once  bore  down  upon  the  ship,  and  carried  her 
by  boarding.  While  the  crew  of  the  Franklin  were 
engaged  'in  taking  possession  of  their  prize,  the  captain 
of  the  Hope  ordered  his  men  to  cut  the  topsail  hah'ard 
ties,  with  a  vicAv  to  impede  the  sailing  of  the  ship,  and 
thereby  give  the  boats  of  the  squadron  time  to  come  up, 
Mugford,  sensible  of  tlie  danger  of  his  situation,  threat- 
ened the  captain  and  all  on  board  v\-ith  instant  death, 
should  the  order  be  executed.  His  resolute  manner 
terrified  the  crew,  and  they  refused  to  obey  the  com- 
mands of  their  officers.^  The  prize  was  taken  through 
Pudding  Point  Gut, — a  channel  then  but  little  known, 
— beyond  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  Ijritish  squadron, 
and  arrived  safe  in  Boston  Harbor,  This  was  the 
most  valuable  capture  that  had  been  made  during  the 
>  war.  The  cargo  consisted  of  one  thousand  carbines^ 
with  bayonets,  several  carriages  for  field-pieces,  fifteen 
hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and  a  most  complete  assort- 
ment of  artillery  implements  and  pioneer  tools. 

Having  seen  his  prize  safe  in  port,  the  gallant  com- 
mander of  tlie  P^ranklin  took  a  supply  of  ammunition, 
and  on  the  following  vSunday  again  put  to  sea.  In 
sailing  through  Pudding  Point  Gut,  tlie  same  channel 
through  which  tlie  prize  was  br<niL:!iL  u]\  the  \-e---el 
grounded.  Tins  ]»eing  percei\ed  iry  iIk  (>ijlccr>  on 
board   the  s:.i--^   ef  the   Br:!:-;;  .    nuieen  I.i(kUs, 

>  Chrk-s  A>:v/  /////.-;:  . 
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manned  by  Uvo  hundred  sailors  full}'  armed,  were  sent 
to  capture  the  unprotected  schooner.  IMugford,  however, 
was  prepared  to  meet  them.  Waiting  until  they  came 
within  range  of  his  guns,  he  fn'ed,  and  with  such 
deadly  effect  that  two  of  the  boats  were  immediately 
sunk.  The  men  in  the  remaining  boats  now  surrounded 
the  schooner  and  attempted  to  board.  vSeizing  pikes 
and  cutlasses,  and  Vv'hatever  implements  the)'  could 
obtain,  the  heroic  crew  of  the  Franklin  fought  with 
desperation  in  defense  of  their  vessel.  ]Many  of  the 
British  were  shot  as  soon  as  the  boats  came  alongside, 
v/hile  others  had  their  hand^  and  fingers  cut  off  with 
sabres,  as  they  laid  thein  on  the  gunwak^s  of  the  schoon- 
er. .  The  brave  IMugford,  who  throughout  the  conflict 
had  been  fighting  wherever  his  presence  seemed  most 
needed,  encouraging  and  animating  his  men  b)'  voice 
and  example,  was  shot  through  the  breast  b}'  an  officer 
in  one  of  the  boats.  With  the  utmost  composure,  and 
with  that  presence  of  mind  v»-hich  ever  distinguishes 
heroes,   he  called  to  his   lieutenant,   and  exclaimed  : 

I  am  a  d('a(i  iiiaji  ;  doii^tgii  c  up  iJic  vessel ;  you  ivill 
be  able  to  beat  flieni  ojj.''  In  a  few  minutes  he  expired. 
Tlie  death  of  tlieir  gallant  commander  nerved  the  crew 
of  the  Franklin  to  still  greater  effort,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  men  in  the  boats  were  repulsed,  and  gave  up 
the  attack.  Tlie  engagement  lasted  half  an  hour.  The 
British  lost  sevent\-  men,  while  the  only  person  killed 
on  board  the  schooner  was  its  heroic  captain. 

With  the  ad\-aricing  tide  the  Franklin  fioated  from 
the  soft  ground  wliere  she  had  struck,  and  taking  ad\"an- 
tage  of  a  fresh  breeze  that  had  s})rung  up,  tlie  crew 
brought  lu/r  in  .saiet\-  into  ^larblehead  Harljor.  The 
news  of  the  caiuure  of  tlic  pi«W(.k-r  >\\\\\  aiul  o{  the 
dcalh  (u  ilie  \\\  liu-  e('iUe>l  with  tiie      -at^,  h;i'.i 

]>:"eee(led  llie  arri\-:il  t)f  llie  sciieoner,  and  liie  wharws 
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and  headlands  were  thronged  with  people,  as  the  victo- 
rious seamen  sailed  up  the  liarbor. 

On  the  following-  Wednesday  the  funeral  took  place 
from  the  "  New  IMeeting  House,"  the  Rev.  Isaac  Story 
ofliciating  and  conducting  the  services.  Amid  the  toll- 
ing- of  bells  and  the  firing  of  minute-guns,  the  body  was 
conveyed  to  its  resting-place  on  the  Old  Burying 
Hill,"  where  a  volley  was  fired  by  tlie  ^larblchead 
Reo-iment,  which  did  escort  dutv  on  the  occasion. 

During  the  pre\'ious  \^-inter  Elbridge  Gerry  took  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  As  each 
measure  of  public  utility  was  adopted  by  Congress,  iNlr. 
Gerr}'  advised  his  constituents  of  its  import,  and  sug- 
gested the  adoption  of  corresponding  measures  by  the 
General  Court  of  the  province  he  represented.  The 
idea  of  a  complete  separation  from  the  motlier  country 
found  in  him  a  warm  and  able  advocate.  In  ?vlarch  lie 
wrote  to  a  friend:  I  hope  nothing  will  satisfy  you 
short  of  a  determination  of  America  to  hold  her  rank  in 
the  creation,  and  give  law  to  lierself.''  I  sin- 

cere.l}'  wish  you  would  originate  instructions,  expressed 
with  decency  and  firmjiess,  and  gi\"e  }-our  sentiments  in 
favor  of  independency."^ 

Encouraged  by  such  sentimeuAs  as  tliese,  openly 
advocated  by  men  in  whom  the\'  reposed  the  utmost 
corifidence,  the  citizens  of  3tlarblehead  assembled  in  town 
meeting  on  the  17th  of  June,  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  declared:  That  if  the 
Continental  Congress  think  it  for  the  interest  of  tliese 
united  colonies  to  declare  them  ]nde]X"ndi.nt  of  (ireat 
Britain,  and  should  publish  such  declaration,  the  inhab- 
itants ul   this  town  will  sup]"'!!  tlw-m  in  mnintaining 
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one  morning  in  Jnly, — so  runs  the  tradition, — a  horseman 
rode  into  town,  bringing  the  joyful  tidings  that  inde- 
pendence had  been  declared.  The  joy  of  the  people 
knew  no  bounds.  The  bells  of  the  churches  were  rung 
for  an  entire  ^^•eek,  and  every  evening  fires  were  lighted 
on  the  hilltops,  in  honor  of  the  great  event.  During 
the  excitement  occasioned  by  these  demonstrations,  St. 
Michael's  Church  was  entered,  and  the  roN'al  coat  of 
arms  was  removed  from  its  place  above  tlie  chancel, 
while  the  bell  was  rung  till  it  cracked,  to  punish  some 
of  the  communicants  for  their  loyalist  sentiments. 

In  a  few  weeks  printed  copies  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  were  received,  and  Benjamin  Boden,  the 
town  clerk,  transcribed  the  entire  document  on  the 
records  of  the  town. 

As  an  expedition  to  Canada  was  being  formed  for 
the  capture  of  military  stores  at  Quebec,  a  town  meet- 
ing was  held  to  adopt  measures  for  raising  monev  and 
recruits.  A  committee  of  seven  persons  was  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions  of  money  to  be  used  as  a  bounty 
for  volnnlcers,  and  on  the  days  when  the  town  was 
canvassed,  tlie  cluirch  bells  vrere  rung,  and  the  town 
crier  was  sent  about  to  notify  the  inhabitants.  The 
citizens  responded  generously  to  this  patriotic  appeal, 
and,  after  the  necessary  amount  had  been  paid  for 
bounties,  a  balance  of  over  two  hundred  dollars  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  This,  with  the 
consent  of  the  sulxscribers,  was  appropriated  ^  to  the 
erection  of  ''additional  fortifications  for  the  defense  of 
the  tovs'u." 

The  year  1777  opened  with  little  encouragement  for 
tlie  .^ucci-^s  c>f  tiic  American  arm\-.  True,  a  glorious 
siuxx  h.'A  \  .c-y-n  :icliic\xdi  at  ^rvcn*o.>n  and  Princeton,  but 
tile  f  iling   faihi;\;;-         the   \"ariou^   exj^edi ii(.)ns 

Xorth  and  iSoulh,  and  tlie  extreme  sufferin.os  to  v/hich 
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the  soldiers  in  the  army  had  been  subjected,  were  rapidly 
breeding  discontent  and  discouragement  among  the 
people.  On  the  first  of  January  two  thousand  of  the 
regular  troops  were  entitled  to  a  discharge,  and  a  general 
apprehension  prevailed  that  their  places  might  not  be 
readily  filled.  But  the  people  of  ]\Iarblehead  were  not 
despondent  ;  and  though  a  large  proportion  of  the  able- 
bodied  citizens  were  already  in  the  service  of  the  colonies, 
either  on  land  or  Avater,  a  meeting  was  held  early  in 
February  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  one-seventh  of  the 
remaining  male  inhabitants  "for  tlie  defeiise  of  the 
American  vStates.'*  An  additional  bounty  was  offered 
for  volunteers,  and  in  a  short  time  the  requisite  number 
was  obtained. 

The  treatment  to  wliich  the  loyalists  should  be 
subjected  had  been  seriously  discussed  by  Congress  and 
by  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  ]\Iay  the  latter  body 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  towns  to  procure  informa- 
tion against  those  who  were  known  to  be  of  an  unfriendly 
disposition  tovN'ards  the  colonies.  A  town  meeting  was 
accordingh  held  in  r^Iarblehead  on  the  26t]i  of  l\Iay,  and 
Thamas  Gerry,  Esq.,  was  chosen  to  report  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  were  inimical  to  the  American  States. 
>The  names  of  seven  persons  were  reported,  among  them 
those  of  the  Rev.  Joshua  Wingate  Weeks,  the  rector  of 
St.  ?\Iicliael's  Church,  and  My.  Woodward  Abraham, 
who  conducted  the  services  as  a  lay  reader  for  several 
years  after  the  close  of  the  .war. 

But  the  zealous  inhabitants  had  taken  it  upon  them- 
seh'cs  to  punisli  the  "  Tories  "  in  their  own  effective 
manner,  and  a  suggestion  from  the  legislature  was  hardly 
necessary  to  induce  them  to  estaljlisli  ''an  iiinnisi lion," 
— Uk-  U'vni  :\].] ']■.'.■<]  ]_)v  (iiio  (  A  llu'  suiierei  s  lo  {he  iiK^a- 
mv-  «..;  [\ '..^  ie!l.  'H-  c •ill /ens.  Nearly  iwo  years  beli-rc, 
Th'.juia.N  Robbie,  one  of  the  niu>t  denLinl  of  the  lovalists 
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in  IMarblehead,  had  charged  an  exorbitant  price  for  about 
twenty  half-barrels  of  powder,  purchased  of  him  by  the 
town,  and  the  indignant  citizens  voted  that  no  interest 
should  be  allowed  him  for  the  time  of  the  towm's  indebt- 
edness. The  ill  feelinir  this  eno:endered  continued  to 
increase,  until  Robie  and  his  wife  rendered  themselves  so 
obnoxious  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  town  and 
take  refuge  in  Xova  Scotia.  Crowds  of  people  collected 
on  the  wharf  to  witness  tlieir  departrrre,  and  many 
irritating-  remarks  were  addressed  to  them  concerning 
their  Tory  principles,  and  their  conduct  towards  the 
AVhigs.  Provoked  beyond  endurance  by  these  insulting 
taunts,  Mrs.  Robie  anp-rilv  retorted,  as  she  seated  lierself 
in  the  boat  that  was  to  convey  her  to  the  ship  :  I  hope 
that  I  shall  live  to  return,  fmd  this  wicked  rebellion 
crushed,  and  see  the  streets  of  Marblehead  so  deep  with 
rebel  blood  that  a  long  boat  might  be  rowed  through 
them.''  The  effect  of  this  remark  was  electrical,  and 
only  tlie  sex  of  the  speaker  restrained  the  angry  citizens 
from  doing  her  personal  injur}-. 

-Ihit  there  were  other  kn  alists  in  ^Marblehead  who,  if 
not,  so  demonstrative,  were  not  less  sincere  in  their 
f)piui(.)ns.  Willi  fortitude  and  in.  silence  they  bore  the 
tiuuits  and  insults  to  whicli  the\'  were  subjected,  honest- 
ly 1  relieving  tluat  tlieir  friends  and  neighbors  were 
engaL;ed  in  a  treasonable  rebellion  against  their  lawful 
suvcreign.  One  of  those  upon  whom  the  wrath  of  the 
citizens  fell  with  especial  scverit>-,  was  ]Mr.  Benjamin 
-Mar^tun.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and 
IkuI  lor  many  years  been  an  influential  citizen  in  the 
commnnit}-,  liaving  re]n"escnted  the  town  in  the  legisla- 
tu;'^-,  a::'!  \-'':]^  man\"  local  oii'ccs.  In  1774  he  was  one  (A 
i;u'  .u.'.;i  •  .•  ••;  ( twrv..  .r  1 1  uudiin;-'.  >iu  \\  liieh  a-vvakcucd 

the  Oi    \[[:  i( 11- :    1] )k'.     '^  'In  ihc  V'^\iv  177.", 

his  ]''jii>c  was  \  isitcd  ]i»y  :i  AkirblchL'ad  cunimitlLX-,  wiio. 
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without  any  legal  authority,  entered  his  doors,  broke 
open  his  desks,  embezzled  his  money  and  notes,  and  car- 
ried off  his  books  and  accounts.  He  niade  his  escape 
from  the  town  with  difficulty,  and  remained  for  some 
time  concealed  among  his  friends  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Boston.  He  then  went  to  Halifax,  and  there  engag- 
ing- in  trade,  and  venturing  to  sea  lie  was  taken  *prisoner 
and  carried  to  Plymouth,"  where  he  remained  until 
exchanged.^ 

Another  of  the  loyalists  who  suffered  keenly  from  the 
displeasure  of  his  townspeople,  during  these  exciting^ 
times,  was  Mr.  Ashley  Bowen.  He  had  seen  active 
service  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  was  a  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  frigate  Pembroke  at  the  siege  of 
Quebec.  vSo  indignant  were  the  citizens  at  his  steady 
resolution  in  defending  the  king,  and  denouncing  the 
acts  of  the  colonists  as  treasonable,  that  at  one  time 
during  the  war  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
obtained  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  storekeepers  were 
afraid  to  sell  their  goods  to  him  for  fear  of  incurring  the 
displeasure  of  their  patrons,  and  he  feared,  with  good 
reason,  "that  the  attempt  would  be  made  to  starve  him 
into  submission.  In  iJjS  lie  made  the  following  entry 
in  his  journal,  which  tells  its  own  story  :  This  is  a  year 
of  trouble  to  me.  I  was  drafted  twice  as  a  soldier,  and  ' 
taken  b\'  Nathan  Brov.m  before  old  Vv^ard  on  ye  25  of 
r^Iarch.  Then  they  trained  with  me  so  much  that  they 
would  ha\-e  me  to  get  bondsmen  for  me  not  to  speak 
nor  look,  nor  deny  them  m\  money  when  drafted.  As  I 
would  not  get  bondsmen,  it  was  determined  to  send  me 
on  board  the  Guard  vShin  at  ]>oston.''  I'ortunateh-  for 
■Mr.  Powell  be  met  witli  an  old  friend,  tlie  captain  of  a 
mercluuit  w  .->-ek  whh  wlmin  he  shij'ped  ;w  mate,  and  S'>, 
as  the  jeuriial  expie.-Ses  it,  "  wa>  taken  eut  of  tlieir  way." 


I  i 
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Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  the  lo}'alists  of  ]\Iarble- 
heacl,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  were  cowardly.  They 
were  sincere  in  their  convictions,  and  had  the  courage  to 
declare  them  in  defiance  of  an  overwhelming  pnblic 
sentiment  in  opposition.  To  do  this,  reqnired  a  strength 
of  character  such  as  is  seldom  exhibited  except  by  heroes 
in  times  of  public  peril.  They  vvere  actuated  by  no 
mercenary  motives.  Estranged  from  friends  and  kin- 
dred, liable  at  any  m.omcnt  to  be  imprisoned  or  to  have 
their  property  confiscated,  many  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  home  of  their  childhood  and  seek  a  residence  among 
strangers.  Time  luis  removed  the  prejudice,  the  last 
actor  in  the  great  drama  has  long  since  passed  from 
earth  and,  to-day,  though  the  impartial  reader  of  history 
may  not  endorse  the  sentiments,  nor  applaud  the  acts  of 
the  zealous  loyalists,  he  will  find  much  to  admire  in 
their  evident  sincerity,  and  the  fortitude  with  which 
they  encountered  danger  and  endured  adversity. 

During  the  spring  of  1777  the  small-pox  again,  broke 
out  in  towTx.  Tlic  usual  precauLionar\'  measures  were 
adopted,  and  tlic  town  crier  was  sent  about  to  warn  the 
iiiiiabilants not  to  attempt  to  inoculate  themselves  or 
tlieir  families."  One  of  the  citizens,  however,  inoculated 
his  wife  and  child  for  the  disease,  contrarv  to  the  wishes 
of  the  town.  A  town  meeting  was  called  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  it  was  voted  that  ^'  the  whole  town  or  the 
inhabitants  now  assembled,  be  a  connnittee  to  wait 
upon  the  gentleman,  and  ascertain  VN'liether  his  wife 
and  child  have  been  inoculated  or  not."  The  ''whole 
town,"  as  a  committee,  made  no  report  to  itself  and  it  is 
therefore  e\-ident  that  the  offence  was  condoned.  A 
l.niilding  was  erected  in  the  Middle  Division  "  for  the 
lri.-,uiuent  of  patients,  aiul  a  general  in(KmIation  v;as 
The  Ser\-ices  o\    tile      ■  !e])iMte^l    Dr.  lnck>(_>n 

L :  I.  .l:^:'.;  i  bi.iiiicd.  Tvud  in  a  slu.)rl  time  the  town  was 
rt]>v.rte(i  ele:iii>e(l  from  tlie  disease. 
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The  hardships  and  sufferings  to  which  the  people 
were  subjected  during  the  summer  months  were  severe 
in  the  extreme.  ]\Ian}'  of  the  soldiers  in  the  army  had 
been  paid  for  their  services  in  depreciated  Continental 
notes,  which  passed  for  less  than  half  their  face  value, 
while  others  had  not  been  paid  at  all.  As  a  conse- 
quence, their  families  at  home  were  deprived  of  many  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  tovvm  was  obliged  to 
adopt  measures  for  their  relief.  The  family  of  each 
soldier  was  allowed  to  draw  provisions  to  the  amount  of 
half  the  vrages  due  hiu],  and  for  a  tijue  the  distress  was 
alleviated. 

Articles '^of  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  having 
been  proposed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  a  town 
meeting  vv^as  held  on  the  26th  of  January,  177S,  and  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  citizens  v.-as  cast  in  favor  of 
accepting  them.  During  the  winter  the  legislature 
framed  a  State  Constitution,  which  was  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  in  June  the  citizens  of  ^larblehead  voted 
unanimously  against  it. 

The  term  of  enlistment  of  man\  of  the  soldiers  in  tlie 
army  having  expired,  the  legislature  voted  on.  the  ist  of 
Alay  to  raise  two  thousand  men  for  a  ser\-ice  of  eight  or 
nine  months,  and  apportioned  the  numbL-r  upon  the 
towns.  Ardent  and  spirited  appeals  were  made  to  the  ^ 
people,  auA'l,  as  usual,  the  reph'  of  ^larl^lehead  was 
prciu.ipt  and  decisive.  Tlu'ee  days  after,  a  town  meeting 
wa.s  held,  and  the  sum  of  twenty-live  hundred  and  fiftv- 
two  pounds  was  appropriated  to  pa}-  die  bounty  due 
the  (luards  at  Winter  11  ill,  and  to  rai>e  tliirt\--four  more 
men  to  serve  in  the  Contineiiial  Ann\-.'' 

Thoiigli   the  citizens  Ir.id  assented  williugh-  to  ilie 
uume'''  ••  ■  ■    -  iiM' 'M  .        '  w  .i'  iMii'p' 

die  C' -     .  L'  :      :p  "iiijli--  in  e  \\         ■■::,/;"e   lu  ('1)1, i;n 

the   full   cunuuut  uf  the  tax  lex-ie^l  ])\-  llle  tnwu.  Tlie 
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patriotic  town  treasurer,  Jonathan  Glover,  supplied  the 
deficiency  from  time  to  time  with  private  funds  of  his 
own,  rather  than  the  town  sliould  be  delinquent,  and 
interest  was  allowed  him  for  the  use  of  the  money. 

The  financial  embarrassment  of  the  country,  and  the 
depreciated  state  of  the  currency,  led  the  people  during 
the  following  year  to  adopt  measures  for  the  pi*evention 
of  extortion,  and  for  the  regulation  of  the  prices  to  be 
charged  by  dealers  and  mechanics.  "Any  person  guilty 
of  buying  or  selling  silver  or  gold,  or  demanding  gold 
for  rent  or  otherwise,"  w^as  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  of 
the  country,  and  treated  accordingly.  The  price  of 
Avood  was  regulated  at  eighteen  pounds  per  cord,  and 
candles  at  eighteen  shillings  a  pound,  "  Best  made 
men's  shoes  were  to  be  eight  pounds  a  pair,"  and  other 
sliocs  in  proportion.  Farriers,  for  shoeing  horses  all 
round,  were  to  receive  six  poviuds,  and  for  shifting  a 
single  shoe,  fifteen  shillings.  A  committee  of  forty 
persoris  was  chosen  to  detect  any  \  iolation  of  these  regu- 
lations, with  instructions  to  deal  summarily  with  every 
offerider. 

As  the  ships  of  the  Ih'itisli  navy  were  cruising  about 
the  bav,  tlie  towns  aloni?-  the  coast  were  in  o-^'eat  dancrer 
of  being  attacked  at  any  moment.  Active  preparations 
were  accordingly  made  during  tlie  summer  for  the 
defense  of  the  town.  Fortitications  were  erected  on 
BartolTs  Head,  and  on  Twisden's  Hill,  and  guards  were 
stationed  at  various  jM^ints  along  the  shore. 

The  new  vState  Constitution  proposed  b\-  the  legisla- 
ture liaving  been  rejected  by  the  pe(jple,  a  convention 
of  delegates  from  each  town  was  called  to  meet  at 
Cambridge  on  the  2Si]\  <  .f  Ociwiicr,  fur  the  ])urpose  of 
ivr:i;:iig  On    the    ,:;"th   of   Sei )teni Ijc^r,  Azcr 

Or.^e.  J(  .sliiKi  Mnie,  Th<  )m;i<  O-.  i  vy  ai^l  Jonathan  (  ilow-r, 
Were   eleOte'l  delegates  fr^in  M ar]>h.'liead.     The  in>trn- 
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ment  framed  by  this  convention  was  ratified  by  the 
people,  and  on  the  2 2d  of  ^May,  1780,  the  vote  of 
Marblehead  was  cast  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  vSeptember,  1779,  the 
people  were  startled  by  a  loud  explosion  in  the  harbor. 
It  proved  to  be  the  armed  brig  Freemason,  which  was  all 
fitted  for  a  crnise  and  took  fire.  This,  communicating 
with  the  magazine  demolished  the  vessel,  dismantled 
several  other  privateers,  and  did  great  damage  to  some 
of  the  houses  near  tlie  shore. 

During  the  summer  of  1779  the  British  letter  of 
marque  Thorn,  a  shi})  of  five  hundred  tons,  and  mount- 
ing eighteen  guns,  was  captured  by  Captain  Tucker  and 
sent  into  Boston.  On  her  arrival  she  was  purchased  by 
a  party  of  gentlemen,  among  them  Col.  William  R.  Lee, 
of  Marblehead,  by  whom  she  was  again  fitted  out  as  a 
letter  of  marque.  Having  returned  late  in  the  autumn 
from  a  remarkably  successful  voyage  to  France,  it  was 
decided  not  to  fit  out  tlie  Thorn  for  another  yoviwt 
until  the  following  spring. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  winter  of  1780,  information 
was  received,  by  means  of  a  letter  whicli  liad  fallen  into 
the  wrong  hands  by  misdirection,  that  an  exjjedition 
was  fitting  out  in  Halifax,  and  would  soon  sail  for 
IMarblchead  to  capture  tlie  Thorn.  If  she  could  not  be 
got  out  of  the  harbor,  tlie  in.tention  was  to  burn  her. 
The  owners,  thus  pkiced  on  their  guard,  had  the  ship 
taken  immediately  into  Salem  Harl^or.  where  she  would 
be  more  secure  and  less  liable  to  sur])rise.  It  was  after- 
vrards  ascertained  that  two  persons,  each  of  whom  had  a 
fishing  schooner  captured  and  taken  into  Halifax,  had 
l)cen  down  tliere  to  ol)tain  the  rel-.a^-/  of  tlu-ir  \-cs.<l'1s, 
and  thai  tlicir  rerpiL'St  had  iu;en  -iMal^d  iiy<;!i  conditifni 
that  one  o[  tliem  sliuuld  ij^  ti^r  -..'ui])  iranspDiting 

the  men  wlio  were  to  take  or  (kstroy  ilu-  Tliorn.  The 
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letter  was  intended  for  the  owner  of  one  of  these  vessels. 
On  the  night  of  the  very  day  that  the  ship  was  taken 
into  Salem  Harbor,  the  schooner  arrived  in  IMarblehead, 
having  several  officers  and  sixty  men  secreted  in  her 
hold.  Finding  that  tlieir  prize  had  escaped  them,  the 
Englishmen  were  landed  late  in  the  night  at  the  ex- 
treme sonthern  end  of  the  town,  and  were  conducted  to 
the  house  of  a  Tory  friend,  where  they  were  secreted  for 
several  da)'S,  until  they  could  be  privately  returned  to 
Halifax.  But,  though  tlie  landing  was  conducted  in 
silence,  and  with  the  utmost  precaution  against  discov- 
ery, it  was  not  imobserved.  A  young  fisherman  was 
walking  out  with  the  girl  to  whom  he  was  engaged,  and 
having  reached  the  upper  end  of  the  harbor,  the}'  saw  a 
large  number  of  armed  men  landing  in  boats  from  a 
schooner.  Surprised  at  this  unusual  proceeding,  the 
lovers  had  barely  time  to  conceal  themselves  beneath 
some  hsh-fiakes  on  the  rising  ground  near  by,  when  the 
entire  body  of  men  passed  b}'  ihem.  Thev  were  dis- 
co\'ered,  ho\ve\X'r,  b)'  one  of  the  officers,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  kill  them  at  orice,  to  pre^•ent  their  giving 
information.  Fearing  that  an  outcry  would  be  made, 
wliich  would  cause  a  search  to  be  instituted,  thereby 
rendering  an  escape  impossi].)le,  the  Englishmen  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  nuuTlering  their  prisoners  and  released 
them,  but  not  before  a  solemn  promise  had  been  exacted 
from  them,  under  threats  of  instant  death,  that  what 
tliey  had  seen  and  heard  should  not  be  revealed  for  at 
least  three  da}-s.  On  tb.e  night  of  the  second  day  the 
Ihitish  were  sent  off  by  the  aid  of  their  Tor\-  friends. 

The  c»wner>  (>f  the  I'liorn,  tlvjugh  possessing  exact 
inf )rnKiii( a--  t'>  tlie  British  svnn)athiz<'rs  and  Tories 
wlit  t  Wv-rv'   c : v.; ; I 111   liie  r.ei.iri'  -us  sclieme,  refniin(.d 
UMkr.;^  ;•: !.•  >v.-n  lhe:r  r..imes  t.r  giving  informal i.->n 
to  I  lie  auili'  'riiie.^,  as  the  guilty  parlies  were  respectably 
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connected,  and  such  action  would  only  bring  distreSvS 
and  sorrow  upon  their  families.^ 

On  the  19th  of  ^lay  occurred  the  famous  "  dark  day," 
which  caused  great  alarm  throughout  New  England. 
At  Marblehead  the  morning  was  cloudy,  and  as  the  day 
advanced  the  darkness  increased  in  intensity.  At  noon 
the  darkness  was  so  great  that  artificial  lights  wc^re  used 
in  the  houses,  and  the  birds  and  beasts  of  all  kinds 
retired  to  their  places  of  rest.  In  some  families  the 
noonday  repast  was  omitted,  and  the  time  was  piously 
devoted  to  prayer.  Towards  night,  however,  it  grew 
lighter.  Various  causes  were  assigned  for  this  start- 
ling plienomenon  by  the  terror-stricken  inhabitants,  and 
though  there  v.-as  a  diversity  of  opinion,  all  agreed  that 
it  was  an  omen  of  ill.  By  some  it  was  thought  to  be  a 
warning^  that  the  end  of  the  world  was  drawino;  near, 
while  others  saw  in  it  the  displeasure  of  Heaven  with 
the  cause  for  which  the  colonists  were  struQ-crlino-,  By 
the  learned  and  more  intelligent  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, who  investigated  the  matter,  it  was  afterwards 
generally  attributed  to  a  "thick  smoke  which  had  been 
accumulating  for  several  days,  occasioned  by  the  burn- 
ing of  large  tracts  of  woodland  in  the  nortliern  part  of 
New  Hampshire,  where  the  people  were  forming  new 
settlements." 

Though  the  condition  of  national  affairs  was  far  from 
encouraging,  the  patriotic  citizens  were  determined  that 
nothing  should  be  left  undone  by  \\-hich  tlie  war  could 
be  brought  to  a  successful  termination.  On  the  15th  of 
June  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds  was  appropriated 
to  hire  tv/enty-four  men  to  rceniorcc  the  Continental 
army;  and  a  few  da>-s  later  one  lunnirL-d  buslKis  of 
corn,  one  hnndrvd  hard  iu)li.ir^,  cv  iIk-  lui x-cil-nt  (»f 
(.;it]ier  in   ])rLi\      'ii>,  wert-  oUvico   i.;  e\\.r\-  man  who 
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would  enlist  in  the  army  for  six  montlis.  At  the  same 
time  a  committee  was  chosen  to  solicit  subscriptions  of 
cash  ( in  specie  ) ,  or  provisions,  to  be  used  as  a  bounty 
in  raisiijo^  recruits. 

The  first  election  after  the  adoption  of  the  new^  Con- 
stitution was  held  on  the  4th  of   September.  The 
meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Story.    Sixty-six  votes  were  cast  for 
r  governor,  sixt}'-three  of  which  were  for 

V  A       the  Plon.  John  Hancock,  the  remain- 

^1  ing  three  being  cast  for  the  Hon.  James 

*!  \        Bowdoin.    For  lieutenant-governor 

•        sixt\--two  votes  were  cast,  all  of  which 
I  \      were  for  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 

/  /  For   senators,    Azor    Orne,  Klbridi^e 

V_.  Gerr}'  and   Samuel   Holton  received 

Kkv.  ISAAC  STORY.  \. ^^^^  ^^^^1  Jouathau  Jackson, 

Tristram  Dalton  and  John  Pickering,  forty-nine  each. 

The  attention  of  the  people  liaving  been  called  to  the 
suffering  and  distress  to  which  the  soldiers  in  the  army 
were  subjected  for  the  want  of  clothing  and  provisions, 
measures  were  at  once  adopted  by  the  town  for  furnish- 
ing stockings,  shoes  and  blankets,  and  for  forwarding 
'  supplies.  Subscriptions  were  solicited  for  tlie  purpose 
of  purcha.sing  beef  and  other  provisions,  and  those  who 
were  unable  to  contribute  money  v;ere  requested  to 
"  loan  their  notes.'' 

During  the  entire  trying  period  of  the  war  the  people 
of  ?vlarl)lehead  had  submitted  with  becoming  fortitude 
and  resignation  to  the  inevitable  deprivations  and  dis- 
tress incident  to  the  struggle.  "  Houses,  stores  and  fish 
fences were  nece>^aril\'  deiiK  ^l  islu'd  and  used  for  fuel; 
and;  :n  X<  >\-ember,  a  c<  'niniiilcv  was  .»:)]>.  'intedi  ii> 

ol'ii'a' V  liK'  wiiiK-  (i[  tli"'-.-  u-cu  since  the  h^^'^^\w'\v\\: 
t!ic  war."     Tile  whole  number  of  men  in  tt_)wn  al  lliis 
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time  was  reported  to  be  831,  of  v;lioin  477  were  unem- 
ployed or  out  of  business.  There  were  166  in  captivity, 
and  121  were  missing-.  The  whole  number  of  women 
was  1,069,  whom  378  were  widows,  and  of  2,242 
children,  672  were  fatherless.  Eight  years  before,  the 
number  of  ratable  polls  was  1,202,  while  at  this  time 
there  were  but  544.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  there 
were  12,313' tons  of  shipping  ''owned,  employed  and 
manned"  by  the  citizens  of  ]\Iarblehcad,  while  at  its 
close  the  entire  amount  owned  in  the  town  was  but 
1,509  tons. 

In  the  autumn  of  1780  a  committee  of  the  legislature 
visited  the  town,  and  upon  their  report  of  the  great 
sacrifices  alreadx'  made  by  the  inhabitants,  two-thirds  of 
the  tax  levied  upon  them  for  beef,  currency  and  specie 
was  abated.  A  similar  reduction  was  nuide  in  the 
town's  proportion  of  ]nen  required  to  reenforce  tlie  army. 

With  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  citizens  already  in 
the  service,  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  raising 
recruits,  and  in  December  the  tov.ui  voted  to  sell  about 
four  acres  of  land  known,  as  '^Bubier's  Plain,"  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  money  to  be  used  as  a  bounty  for 
volunteers.  This  land,  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
road  to  the  Xeck,  was  sold  at  }'n])lic  auction  during 
the  following  luonth  (  Januar}',  1781  ),  aiid  was  purchased 
by  ^Ir.  John  Sparhawk,  th.e  amount  realized  from  the 
sale  being  ^^217  180.  The  moiie\-  thus  obtained  was 
at  once  forwarded  to  General  (rloscr,  at  West  Point, 
with  a  request  that  it  be  used  in  hiring  men  to  serve  on 
the  quota  of  the  town."  It  1)eing  im]v;acticable  to  ob- 
tain the  men  at  West  Point,  (jcnerai  (xlox-cr  returned  the 
niuney,  and,  as  a  last  rc-c-rt,  liu-  t^wn  \  tiU-(l  {r,  ckis<if\- 
the   male   ir.liabitanls.  re<r.:in:;j    •  -  '•  lo  lurni^i 

an  able-]>'  <dwi\  m.m,  «>r  ,is  a  pcr..;'.:y.  :  -  ;  .:y  duuble  the 
amount  necessary  fi)r  pro\ndinL;  a  -u^'-IuuIl-, 


1  "i- 


OF  MARBLKHKAD.  1 53 

For  several  years  the  public  school  had  been  taught 
by  Mr.  Peter  Jayiie.  The  appropriations  made  by  the 
town  from  time  to  time,  for  the  payment  of  his  salary, 
appear  to  have  been  insufficient  for  the  support  of  his 
family,  and  he  was  finally  granted  the  sum  of  /'i,6oo  in 
paper  money,  for  six  months'  service.  Even  this,  he 
complained,  was  not  enough  to  prevent  him  ''from  being 
troublesome  to  his  friends  for  a  living,"  and  in  ]\Iarch, 
1 781,  he  was  allowed  a  salary  of  £']0  hard  money  per 
annum. 

Shortly  after,  during  the  same  month,  Joshua  Orne, 
William  R.  Lee,  the  Rew  \Vm.  Whitwell,  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Story  and  Samuel  Sewall,  were  elected  trustees  of  the 
public  schools.  They  were  authorized  to  employ  a 
schoolmaster  qualified  to  teacli  "  the  English,  Eatiux  and 
Greek  languages,  writing  and  arithmetic,"  at  a  salary 
not  exceeding  £>io  in  specie. 

The  signal  success  of  American  arms  during  the  year 
1 781,  culminating  in  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  and  his 
arm}-- at  Yorktown  on  the  19th  of  October,  excited  the 
utmost  joy  and  exultation  in  ]\Iarbleliead,  Nowhere  in 
the  C9untry  had  such  sacrifiices  been  made  as  those  to 
which  this  people  had  uncomplainingly  submitted.  No- 
where was  the  dawn  of  peace  more  heartily  vs'elcomed. 
Their  commerce  was  ruined ;  many  who  had  been 
wealthy  before  the  war  were  reduced  to  poverty,  and  the 
blood  of  tlieir  sons  had  been  poured  out  like  water.  But 
there  was  no  complaint.  No  sorrowing  now,  even  for 
those  v,dio  would  not  return.  Only  joy  that  the  great 
struggle  was  ended,  and  the  Independence  for  which 
they  fought  had  been  achieved. 

C)ne  of  the  most  im[)ortaut  measures  claiming  the 
atU-nticii  t'i  tlu-  town  durini;  iIk-  \\a!->  wliich  fi)ilowc;l 
bcloi'L-  liic  loruKil  dcclaralioii  of  I'oace,  wa-  the  li<jiii;!.;- 
ti(»n  (jf  the  debt  due  Jonatluin  (ilover,  the  ]nil)]ic-s|)irited 
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town  treasurer.  The  amount  of  the  debt  was  over  /^i.iSS- 
An  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  a  loan  of  the  necessary 
amount  from  the  citizens,  but  only  /^2i  could  be  pro- 
cured, fifteen  from  Sannuel  Sewall,  Esq.,  and  six  from 
Mr.  Seward  Brimblecome,  Jr.  At  length,  despairing  of 
obtaining  money  by  any  other  metliod,  the  citizens  voted 
to  sell  a  wharf  and  store  belonging  to  the  town,  which 
had  been  improved  a  few  years  before  by  Robert  Hooper, 
Esq.  The  sum  of  ;^Soo  was  realized  by  this  transaction, 
and  the  purchiaser  was  granted  permission  to  widen  or 
extend  the  v/harf. 

Tlie  measure  known  as  the  "  Warden  Act,"  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  legislature  during  the  vrinter  of 
1783,  "for  making  more  efi'ectual  provision  for  the  due 
observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  "  was  strenuously  opposed 
by  the  citizens  of  I\larblehead,  On  the  17th  of  March  a 
town  meeting  was  held,  and  ih.e  act  was  denounced  as 
containing  "  unnecessary  restrictions  of  the  liberties  of 
the  i^eople,  and  opposed  to  the  princi])les  of  the  constitu- 
tion." A  committee  was  chosen  to  draw  up  a  vote  of 
disapprobation  ;  and  the  town  voted  to  comply  with  the 
Iffw,  "as  a  non-o]:>ser\'ance  ma\'  lia\-e  a  tendency  to 
promote  contempt  of  the  laws  of  the  State."  Notice 
was  given,  liowever,  tliat  the  re])resentatives  would  be 
instructed  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  exciting  events  of  tlie  month  of  April,  17S3,  will 
be  forever  memorable  in  the  history  of  Marbleliead. 
Though  composed  almost  entirely  of  wooden  buildings, 
the  town  had  hitherto  been  remarka])l\-  fortunate  in  its 
exemption  from  fire  and  other  destroying  elements.  On 
Tuesday,  April  22,  a  hre  broke  out  in  a  barn  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  Capt.  Jolm  Xutt.  wliich,  with  a  Inirn 
avljoiniUL;',  \\ass(K)n  rcducc-a  i' >  a-i;.  -.  In  a  s]]()rt  time 
lIk'  iLmu's  Nwi'e  inininuica'-ed  I"  \  n  (^lii-.r  buildinL^s, 
and  a  general  C' •nllngrcitiou  of  iIk'  enii-ie  b.  >\\ni>liip  seemed 
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imminent.  Fortunatel}'  the  buildings  were  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  harbor,  and  a  supply  of  water" 
was  easily  obtained.  "  To  this/'  says  one  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  day  in  its  account  of  the  affair,  tog-ether 
with  the  uncommon  activity,  zeal  and  forv/ardness  of 
the  inliabitants,  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  danger,  it  is 
owing,  under  God,  that  the  town  is  still  entire  and 
compact  together,  without  awful  wastes  and  breaches  in 
the  midst  thereof.  No  town,  perhaps,  on  the  continent, 
equally  populous,  can  boast  of  so  large  a  share  in  the 
divine  protection.  None  of  the  inhabitants,  from  its 
foundation  to  this  day,  Imxe  hccn  turned  out  by  the 
devouring  flames  to  seek  a  shelter." 

Upon  the  publication  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace, 
manv  of  the  refuo-ees  were  o-lad  to  avail  tliemselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  return  to  their  former  homes  in 
America.  During  the  month  of  April,  the  tov^'n  was 
thrown  into  a  state  of  the  greatest  excitement  by  the 
return  of  Stephen  Blaney,  one  of  the  nrost  objectionable 
of  ■  tlie  lo)  alists  who  liad  left  ]\larblehead.  Rumors 
were  prevalent  that  other  refugees  were  also  about  to 
return,  and  on  the  24th  of  April  a  town  meeting  was 
held  to  consider  the  ^natter.  Resolutions  severelv 
condemning  the  acts  of  the  loyalists  were  adopted,  and 
a  committee  of  twenty-one  persons  was  chosen  to  take 
measures  to  prevent  tlieir  return.  All  refugees  who 
made  their  appearance  in  town  were  to  be  given  six 
hours'  notice  to  leave,  and  any  who  remained  beyond 
that  time  were  to  be  taken  into  custody  and  shipped 
to  the  ne  arest,  ]Krrt  of  Great  P>ritain." 

Late  one  afternoon,  siiortly  after  this  action  of  the 
town.  :\  \-e--sel  ivom  tlie  |M-(^\-i]K\s  arri\-ed  in  the  harl^or. 
It  \'.\i>  a>certained  that  tlie  (lite-^ed  Ivol^ie  i.niiilv 

weTe  "li  hojiu. 'and,  as  the  Uv  ws  s| )read  through  ihe 
t'wn.  tile  Vs-!iar\-es  were   erowi.led   with   angr\'  c'ti/.ens 
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threatening  vengeance  upon  tlieni  should  they  attempt 
to  land.  The  dreadful  wish  uttered  by  i\Irs.  Robie  at 
her  departure  still  rankled  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  as  their  thouo-hts  reverted  to  the  manv  sons  of 
Marblehead  whose  blood  had  been  shed  in  the  strugfgle 
for  liberty,  they  realized  how  nearly  it  had  been  fulfilled. 
Enraged  by  these  reflections,  the  crowd  determined  to 
give  the  R'obies  a  "significant  reception  "  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  So  great  was  the  excitement,  that  it  was 
feared  by  many  of  the  influential  citizens  that  tlie 
unfortunate  exiles  might  be  injured,  and  perhaps  lose 
their  lives  at  the  hands  of  tlie  infuriated  populace. 
During  the  niglit,  howx^ver,  a  party  of  gentlemen  went 
on  board  the  schooner  and  removed  them  to  a  place  of 
safety.  They  were  landed  in  a  distant  part  of  tlie  tov\-n 
and  secreted  for  several  days  in  a  house  belonging  to 
one  of  the  gentlemen.  In  the  meantime  urgent  appeals 
were  made  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  people,  and  the 
excitement  subsided. 

The  restoration  of  peace  to  the  United  States  was 
hailed  throu2:hoat  the  land  with  everv  demonstration  of 
joy,  and  nowhere  with  more  heart}'  enthusiasm  than  at 
r^Iarl^lehead,  On  the  29th  of  April  a  grand  celebration 
took  place  in  honor  of  the  great  event.  The  day  was 
ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  a  federal  salute 
from  the  battery  at  the  fort.  At  noon,  the  bells  were 
accompanied  by  salutes  from  artiller\'  on  Training  Field 
Hill.  At  two  o'clock,  r.  ?^r.,  a  large  number  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens,  together  with  invited  guests 
from  other  towns,  assembled  i\i  tlie  Coffee  House,  and 
partook  of  a  genteel  entertainnu-nt.''  After  dinner, 
toasts  were  drraik,  with  a  dischurL:'.'  <'f  thirteen  cannon 
after  each  toast.  Xer  vxre  the  r>e(.pi^  in  general  ft  ^r- 
g'-'tten.  An  ox,  wliielj  had  i)ee;i  ]':e\k>u>l\-  ])ro\"ided 
and   cooked,  was  sent   to  the   Town    House,  where  a 
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sumpttious  dinner  was  served.  A  large  vessel  filled  with 
liquor — "rum  punch,"  the  tradition  has  it — was  placed  in 
froiit  of  the  building,  and  the  beverage  was  freely  dis- 
pensed to  all  who  chose  to  imbibe,  the  vessel  being  duh' 
replenished  throughout  the  day.  In  the  evening  many 
of  the  houses  were  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  a  beacon 
which  had  been  erected  at  tlie  beginning  of  hostilities 
w^as  surrounded  with  combustibles  and  converted  into  a 
bonfire. 


CAPT.  JOHN  SELMAN'S  DESiC. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Our  narrative  now  retnrns  to  the  ^Marblehead  regi- 
ment. While  the  events  related  in  the  last  chapter  were 
transpirincr  in  Marblehead  and  elsewliere,  the  brave  men 
of  this  efficierit  corps  were  winning  unfading  laurels 
by  tlieir  valorous  achievements  in  the  service  of  their 
country. 

The  regiment  left  IMarbleliead  on  the  2 2d  of  June, 
1/75)  ^^'^^'^  once  reported  to  General  AVard,  then  in 
command  of  the  army  at  Caml)ridge.  The  American 
army  at  this  time  consisted  of  about  seventeen  thousand 
men,  though  but  fourteen  thousand  were  available  for 
active  service.  Of  these  the  regiments  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire and  Rhode  Islarid,  witli  a  part  of  the  troops  from 
Connecticut,  were  encamped  at  INlystic,  an.d  on  Winter 
and  Prospect  Hills.  The  Alassacbnsetts  regiments,  with 
a  part  of  those  from  Connecticul,  wt^re  stationed  at 
Cambridge  and  on  the  high  grounds  of  Roxbury. 

At  the  sanae  time  the  main  bod\-  of  the  J)ritish  army 
was  encamped  on  Bunker  Hill,  and  for  days  had  been 
activelx'  engaged  in  throwing  Uip  iu.trcnchn.ients.  The 
remainder  oi  the  army,  except  the  cavalry  and  a  few 
otlier  corps  stationed  in  Poston,  was  on  the  neck  of 
land  between  Poston  and  Roxijury,  \\hich  had  been 
slron;^-l\  lorlitictk 

'i'he   American   arni\-   wa^      >  r-^   {■^   •'•>rm  a 

ct-mpk-lc  liiic  ut  >iegL:  ar.)i:i;^.  ;;  ,  and  Cluirks- 
lown,  c'Xtemling  nearly  t\vel\e  nr.'.'.-,  iii  in  Al\->tie  River 
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to  Dorchester.  Iiitrenchineiits  and  redoubts  had  been 
thrown  up  at  different  points  along  this  line,  and  these 
works  were  still  in  progress. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
General  Washington  assumed  command  of  the  army. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  first  order  issued 
by  the  commander-in-chief  assigned  a  special  duty  to 
Glover's''  regiment,  as  follows  : 

"It  is  ordered  that  Colonel  Glover's  regiment  be 
ready  this  evening  with  all  their  accoutrements  to 
marcli  at  a  moment's  warning  to  support  General  Fol- 
som  of  the  Nev/  Hampshire  forces  in  case  his  lines 
should  be  attacked.  It  is  also  ordered  that  Colonel 
Prescott's  regiment  equip  tliem selves  to  march  this 
evening  and  take  possession  of  the  woods  leading  to 
Lechemere's  Point,  and  in  case  of  attack  there,  Colonel 
Crlovcr's  regiment  is  to  march  immediately  to  their 
support." 

During  the  summer,  the  regiment  was  engaged  iu  the 
usual  roUitine  of  camp  duty,  its  officers  being  frequently 
Nlaiiniied  as  cojumanders  of  tlie  main  o-u^^^<^h  on  the 
'most  inqH-)rlant  outposts.  The  colonel  is  frequently 
ineu/Lionecl  in  the  orderly  books  as  the  president  of 
cuiirl>-manial  licld  fur  the  trial  of  petty  offenders. 

I'kirly  in  ( )etober,  Colonel  Glover  v>'as  appointed  ])\- 
GeiKTiii  W'ashingtori  to  superintend  the  ecjuipment  and 

'  ]-jhn  (M',\x-\-  was  !»Mrn  in  Saloni,  Xovcniber  3,  173::'..  Early  in  life  he 
reni-v-,1  with  his  three  brothers  b>  Marbleheal.  Fur  some  years  his 
>  -I     ■'-■^  that  of  a  sli' 'cniaker;  but,  aUerwanls  engaging  in  the  tisliing 

i  ^^'hfv  uK-rcantile  pursuits,  h.o  I'ccame  a  suceessful  niercha!)t  and 
-^i:--  -^-''     f-rtune.     In  1754  he  married  Hannah  Ciale,  wf  Marblchead,  His 
'■•         • : '■-■-o-:_._o   |n---\;..-as         the   breaking  »ait   of  the    Rev.  Eiti. ':i  was 

"  A       t  'rn'  -      •       ■ .  ;     '  \  \:\   ["-:.]:■':.  i:;..-  .  :   ■  ' .  ■ 

;h''  r  -  :.nu:ui  e..!:>;i,.v;   -  '     y  (\.\.  j,-i,-'b  i-..;'.b-.        \  b' r: 'iL-iiea- ;. 
H.-^.■.-    ,  '  I  ^- .--r  ean  be  i;  b'y  ■       .^  e  i       lu..--c.  pages. 
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maiming  of  armed  vessels,  for  the  service  of  the  colonies. 
Through  his  agency,  the  expedition  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  under  Captains  Broughton  and  Selman,  and  the 
schooner  Lee,  under  command  of  Captain  ]\Ianly,  had 
been  fitted  out.  An  account  of  the  exploits  of  these 
cruisers  has  been  given  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

On  the  2yi]\  of  November,  a  long,  lumbedng  train 
of  wagons,  laden  with  ordnance  and  military  stores,  and 
decorated  witli  flags,  came  \Ylieeling  into  the  camp  "  at 
Cambridge,  "  escorted  b\-  Continental  troops  and  country 
militia.'  They  were  part  of  the  cargo  of  a  large  brigan- 
tine  laden  with  numitions  of  war,  captured  and  sent  into 
Cape  Ann  by  the  schooner  Lee,  Captain  ]\Ianly,  one  of 
the  cruisers  sent  out  by  Washington.''  "Such  universal 
joy  ran  through  the  whole  camp,"  writes  an  ofBcer,  as  if 
each  one  grasped  a  victory  in  his  own  hands.''  "  vSurely, 
nothing,"  writes  Washington,  "  e\-er  came  more  apropos.'' 

"•It  was  indeed  a  charming  incident,  and  was  eagerly 
turned  to  account.  Among  the  ordnance  was  a  huge 
brass  mortar  of  a  new  construction,  weighing  near  three 
thousand  pounds.  It  was  considered  a  glorious  trophy, 
and  there  was  a  resolve  to  christen  it.  ]\Iiftli]i,  Wash- 
ington's secretar}',  suggested  the  name.  Tlie  mortar  was 
'  fixed  in  a  bed  ;  old  Putnam  mounted  it,  dashed  on  it  a 
bottle  of  rum,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Congress,  The 
shouts  which  rent  the  air  were  heard  in  Boston.  'Wlien 
the  meaning  of  them  was  explained  to  the  British,  they 
observed  that,  '  should  their  expected  reenforcements 
arrive  in  time,  the  rebels  would  pay  dear  in  the  spring 
for  all  tlieir  petty  triumphs.' 

Shortly  after  this  event,  an  affair  occurred  in  the  camp 
in  which  the  Marblehead  regiment  figured  ratlier  promi- 
nently. It  >\cins  tlial  a  'Marge  }'art\-  of  \'ir^inia  rillLnien, 
who  had  recent])-  arri\-ed  in  camp,  were'  sirulling  about 

'  Irving's  /.//•'■  of  ]\'iishi}i^!o)i ,  vol.  ii,  p.  iom. 
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Cambridge  and  viewing  the  collegiate  buildings,  now 
turned  into  barracks.  Their  half-Indian  equipments 
and  fringed  and  ruffled  hunting  garbs  provoked  the 
merriment  of  the  troops  from  Marblehead,  chiefly  fisher- 
men and  sailors,  who  thought  nothing  equal  to  the  round 
jacket  and  trousers.  A  bantering  ensued  between  them. 
There  was  snov/  upon  the  ground,  and  snowballs  began 
to  fly  when  jokes  were  wanting.  The  parties  waxed 
warm  in  the  contest.  They  closed  and  came  to  blows  ; 
both  sides  were  reenforced,  and  in  a  little  while  at  least 
a  thousand  were  at  fisticuffs,  and  there  was  a  tumult  in 
the  camp  worthy  of  the  days  of  Homer.  'At  this  junc- 
ture,' writes  our  informant,  '  Washington  made  his 
appearance,  whether  by  accident  or  design  J  never  knevv'. 
I  saw  none  of  his  aids  with  him  ;  his  black  servant  just 
behind  him,  mounted.  He  threw  the  bridle  of  his  own 
horse  into  his  servant's  hands,  sprang  from  his  seat, 
rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  melee,  seized  two  tall, 
brawny  riflemen  by  the  tliroat,  keeping  them  at  arm's 
leni^'th,  talking  to  and  shaking  them.'  This  prompt 
and  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  the  general  quickh' 
]mi  an  end  to  the  tunuilt,  and  in  a  few  moments  order 
was  restored  throughout  the  camp. 

On  the  i9Lh  of  Dece]n].)er  an  express  arrived  at  General 
Washington's  headquarters  from  IMarblehead,  with  infor- 
mation tliat  three  British  ships  of  war  were  standing 
into  tlie  harbor.  Colonel  Glover's  regiment,  with 
Captain  Foster's  company  of  artillery  and  a  corps  of 
riticmcn,  were  ordered  to  march  with  all  expedition  for 
the  defense  of  the  town.  As  no  attempt  was  made 
I")'  the  enemy  to  land  troops,  and  the  squadron  ha\'ing 
left  the  coast  soon  after,  the  artillery  and  rifle  com]:)anies 
retuvikd  e.ini]^,  :\nd  the  r^'';'imeiit  was  sent  to  Ik-wrly 
l". >r  lir.-  eeft -.i-e  of  tli:;l  tcwn,  wliich  was  consiciered  in 
inmilnLiii  ui  allaek. 

^  ^1 .  r  an  ry;'-'.\  iiiu.s-.     ]'-vini;"s  vol.  ii. 
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On  the  ist  of  January,  1776,  the  regiment  was  reor- 
ganized as  the  Fourteentli  Continental  regiment,  and  the 
term  of  enlistment  having  expired,  nearly  every  soldier 
reenlisted  for  the  war. 

The  British  army  having  evacuated  Boston  after  the 
bombardment  of  that  town  by  the  Americans  from 
the  heights  of  Dorcliester,  General  Washington  at  once 
turned  his  attention  to  the  defense  of  New  York.  A 
large  body  of  British  troops,  under  connnand  of  General 
Howe,  had  landed  on  Staten  Island  during  the  latter  part 
of  June,  and  a  fleet  with  reenforcements  was  daily 
expected.  It  being  necessary  to  concentrate  as  large  a 
force  as  possible  in  the  vicinity  of  these  operations, 
Colonel  Glover's  regiment  was  ordered,  with  other 
^Massachusetts  troops,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Nev\^  York. 
Glover  and  his  regiment  marched  from  Beverly  on  tlie 
20th  of  July,  and,  having  arrived  at  New  Y^ork  on  the 
9th  of  August,  were  ordered  to  join  General  Sullivan's 
brigade. 

A  few  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  on  the 
scene  of  action.,  two  of  the  captains  were  detailed  to  take 
command  of  hre-ships  and  proceed  up  the  Hudson  River 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  British  ships  of  war 
stationed  at  Tarrytown.  The  enterprise  was  but  partial- 
ly successful,  hoNvever,  for,  though  one  of  the  ships  was 
grappled,  the  hardy  seamen  failed  to  set  fire  to  her.  A 
tender  belonging  to  another  ship  was  finally  burned,  and 
the  others  soon  retreated  from  the  river.  The  enter- 
prise was  conducted  with  spirit,"  writes  a  distinguished 
author,  "and  though  it  failed  of  its  object,  liad  an  impor- 
tant effect.  The  commanders  of  the  ships  determined 
to  al)aiKl(>n  tluise  waters,  where  their  l:){>aLS  were  fiixd 
\i\)ou  the  \-crv  yLH'manr\-  whciKA'cr  i]\^v  :itU;inpU-d  lo 
l.iiui,  and  wlier.:.  their  >hip.^  wci'c  in  (la-n;.^er  from  mi^.l- 
niglu  incendiaries  v/liile  riding  at  anchor." 
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An  account  of  the  disastrous  battle  of  Long  Island, 
which  occurred  on  the  27th  of  August,  is  not  within  tlie 
province  of  this  work.  Our  histor}'  is  of  ]\Iarblehead 
and  ]\Iarblehead  men  alone  ;  and,  during  that  ever-mem- 
orable contest,  Colonel  Glover's  regiment  was  stationed 
on  New  York  Island.  It  was  not  until  the  battle  was 
over  that  the  brave  men  of  that  distinguished  corps 
performed  the  difficult  feat  which  saved  the  American 
army  from  total  destruction. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August,  the 
regiment  crossed  over  to  Long  Island  and  was  stationed 
at  an  important  post  on  the  left  of  the  American  ami}-. 

Every  eye  brightened  as  they  marched  briskly  along 
the  line  with  alert  step  and  cheery  aspect."  On  the 
morning  of  the  29t]i,  being  convinced  that  the  only 
safety  of  his  ami)-  lay  in  a  successful  retreat.  General 
Washington  called  a  council  of  war.  The  ships  of  the 
British  fleet  v/ere  unusually  active,  and  it  was  thought 
from  their  movements  that  they  were  about  to  enter 
East  River  and  tliereby  cut  off  the  only  retreat  of  the 
American  army.  The  Americans  had  lost  nearly  two 
thousand  men,  their  arnrs  and  ammunition  W'Cre  greatly 
injured  bv  the  heavv  rain  which  had  fallen,  and  the 
soldiers  were  sick  and  dispirited.  In  view  of  these 
discouraging  circumstances,  the  council  decided  upon  a 
speedy  withdrawal  of  the  troops.  The  embarkation  was 
to  take  place  in  the  night,  and  the  preparations  vvere 
n.iade  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  During  the  day  orders 
were  issued  for  the  impressment  of  all  vessels,  great  and 
small,  found  on  the  Hudson,  or  on  the  vSound  in  the 
vicinity,  "and  although  some  of  the  vessels  had  to  be 
brouglit  a  distance  of  fifteen  mik-s  they  were  all  at 
I'.rtM.klyn      <j\'jVa  o'cldck  in  ilie  o\\-ning.'' 

C< »nvM  1' "\\-r  wa^  oalk  (]  irpon  witli  his  entire  rcgi- 
mtait  to  take  coriiniand  of  tlie  vessels  and  llat-ljottonicd 
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boats.  The  colonel  went  over  to  Brooklyn  with  his 
officers,  to  superintend  the  embarkation,  and  at  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  officers  and  men  went 
to  work  with  a  spirit  and  resolution  peculiar  to  that 
brave  corps.  The  militia  were  first  sent  over;  but  as 
they  were  not  so  alert  and  attentive  to  order  as  regular 
troops,  the  time  was  protracted  till  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock,  before  all  of  them  had  been  removed 
across  the  river.  ^Meanwhile  the  ebb  tide  made,  and  the 
v/ind  blew  strong  from  the  northeast,  which,  adding  to 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  rendered  it  impossible  to  effect 
the  retreat  with  the  limited  number  of  rowboats  at  com- 
mand, and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Colonel  Glover's 
men"  to  make  an}'  use  of  the  sailboats  and  small  vessels. 
At  this  crisis  General  ^I'Dougal,  undtr  wliose  charge  the 
embarkation  was  conducted,  sent  Colonel  Greyson,  one 
of  the  aids  of  tlie  commander-in-chief,  to  report  to  him 
their  embarrassed  situation  ;  and  tliat  he  considered  it 
impracticable  to  effect  a  retreat  that  night.  The  colonel 
returned  soon  after,  not  being  able  to  find  General 
Washington.  General  ]\I'Dougal  Vvcnl  on  with  the 
elnbarkation  amid  all  the  discouragements  which  were 
presented.  Ihit  about  eleven,  the  wind  died  away,  and 
soon  after  sprang  up  at  southwest  and  blew  fresh,  which 
rendered  the  sailboats  of  use,  and  at  tlie  same  time 
made  the  passage  from  the  island  to  the  city  direct,  easy 
and  expeditious.  Providence  further  interposed  in 
favor  of  the  retreating  army  by  sending  a  thick  fog 
about  tv.'o  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  hung  over 
Long  Island,  while  on  New  York  side  it  was  clear. 

The  fog  and  wind  continued  to  favor  the  retreat  till 
tlic  whole  armv,  nine  thousruid  in  n;nn])L-r,  Vv-ith  :dl  ihc 
held  arti]k-r\\  siicii  lK;a\-\-  t>raiu!iice  :i>  \\  a>  el  nio-^i  wiiik-, 
aiiimuiiiiit.'n,  ] 'ru\-i<ii mi,  caiijc,  h'>rse>,  carls,  etc.,  were 
safe  o\'er.    The  water  was  su  rcmarkal)]}-  smooth  as  to 
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admit  of  the  rowboats  beino;-  loaded  to  within  a  few- 
inches  of  the  o-unneh  The  eneniv  were  so  near  that  thev" 
were  heard  at  work  with  their  pickaxes  and  shovels. 
In  about  hah'  an  hour  after  the  hnes  were  fmally  aban- 
doned, the  fog  cleared  off  and  the  British  were  seen 
taking-  possession  of  the  American  works.  Four  boats 
were  on  the  river,  three  half  way  over,  full  of  troops  ; 
the  fourth,  within  reach  of  the  enemy's  hre  upon  the 
shore,  was  compelled  to  return  ;  she  had  only  three  men 
in  her,  who  had  tarried  behind  for  plunder.  Tlie  river 
is  a  mile  across,  and  yet  the  retreat  was  conducted  in  less 
than  thirteen  hours,  a  great  part  of  which  time  it  rained 
hard.  Had  not  the  wind  sliifted,  not  more  than  half  the 
army  could  pcssibly  h.ave  crossed,  and  the  remainder,  with 
a  number  of  general  officers  and  all  the  heavy  cannon, 
must  inevita])h'  hiwc  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  British.' 

The  retreat  was  conducted  in  silence  and  with  the 
utmost  precaution  against  discovery.  With  muffled  oars 
and  steady  strokes,  the  hardy  seamen  of  the  ^Marblehead 
regiment  rowed  with  such  precision  and  regularity,  that 
not  a  soun.d  broke  upon  the  stillness  of  the  night.  AVhen 
the  niorning  broke  the  whole  embarkation  had  been 
happily  effected, 

''This  extraordinarv  retreat,"  writes  Washineton 
Irving,  "which  in  its  silence  and  celerity  equaled  the 
midnight  f()rtif\'ing  of  Bunker's  Hill,  was  one  of  the 
nu.)st  signal  achievements  of  the  war,  and  redounded 
grcatl)'  to  the  re]->utation  of  Washington."  But  witliout 
the  aid  of  Glover  aucl  his  heroic  fishermen  from  ]\lar- 
blehead,  1)\-  whose  skill  and  activity  tlie  orders  of  the 
commander  were  successfully  executed,  the  retreat  wou.ld 
ha\-e  been  imiMis^ible.  I -y  ilieir  effi )rts  alone  the  Amer- 
icn  Av:\\y  \\\\>  -awcl  iruni  ;  1^ .-triK.-tii  iii. 

'  I        >  t'.'-  a --C' 'lint  >■(  tiif  '■(•ircrii        -t- iiiijiiy  as  rcbtci  to  Gordon,  the 

li^-'  i  .y  '     i  -  '..\\  ( .[..vcv  n;i:i>v  if.     ^-cc  I  iun'  .11,  ii, 


i66 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONvS 


On  the  4th  of  September  Colonel  Glover  was  placed 
in  command  of  General  Clinton's  brigade,  and  by  his 
recommendation  IMajor  William  R.  Lee,  of  the  IMarble- 
head  regiment,  was  appointed  brigade  major. 

The  British  fleet  having  entered  the  harbor  of  Nev/ 
York,  it  was  obvions  that  General  Howe  intended  to 
attack  tlie  city.  The  iVmerican  army  not  being  of  sirffi- 
cient  force  to  make  a  successful  resistance,  measures 
were  immediately  taken  for  evacuation.  Accordingly, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  orders  were  issued  for  the 
transportation  of  the  sick  to  hospitals  on  the  Jersey 
shore,  and  for  sending  all  the  arms  and  military  stores 
out  of  the  city.  This  arduous  duty  was  assigned  to 
Colonel  Glover's  brigade. 

The  work  began  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
13th,  and  by  sunrise  the  next  morning  all  the  sick, 
numbering  about  five  hundred  men,  were  transported  in 
safety  across  the  Hudson.  On  the  follov;ing  day  all  the 
tents  were  struck,  and  these,  witli  the  light  baggage, 
were  carried  bevond  Kino-sbrido-e  in  wagons,  while  most 
of  the  heavv  bacjpao-e  was  removed  to  the  bank  of  the 
river' and  sent  across  in  boats.  At  about  nine  o'clock  on 
the  night  of  the  14th,  before  the  whole  of  the  baggage 
had  been  removed,  an  alarm  took  place,  and  Colonel 
Glover  was  ordered  to  march  his  brigade  to  Harlem  to 
join  General  ^I'Dougal.  They  were  tlius  obliged  to 
leave  the  baggage  of  two  regiments  behind,  wliich  after- 
wards fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Karh-  on  the 
mc.rningof  the  15th  they  wcr<j  directed  to  advance  to 
Kingsbridge,  arid  had  just  unslung  their  knapsacks, 
on  their  arrival,  when  an  express  arri\-ed  with  an  ac- 
coriut  that  tlie  enenu' N\-ere  lauding  at  lvi])\s  ]>ay.  H])on 
this  they  marclK-d  back  willuail  aii\'  kiud  of  refresh- 
ment, joined  fixx'  other  brigailes,  ai^uiU  se\en  thousauil 
men,  and   formed  on  Harlem  Plains,  luu-ing  marched 
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twenty-three  miles,  besides  performing  the  labor  of  trans- 
porting the  sick. 

In  the  meantime  three  British  ships  of  war  ascended 
the  Hudson  River  as  hiorh  as  Bloominor  Dale.  The 
object  of  this  expedition  was  to  divert  the  attention 
of  the  Americans  while  General  Clinton  was  landing 
troops  at  Kip's  Bay,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  troops  landed  in  two  divisions,  l)etween 
Kip's  Ba}'  and  Turtle  Bay,  the  Blessians  in  one  place 
and  the  British  in  another.  The  American  batteries, 
which  began  a  furious  cannonade,  were  soon  silenced  by 
the  guns  of  the  British  frigates.  As  soon  as  General 
Washington  heard  the  firing  of  the  men-of-war,  he  rode 
with  ail  despatch  towards  the  lines  ;  but,  to  his  great 
mortification,  found  the  troops  posted  there  retreating 
with  the  utmost  precipitation,  and  the  two  brigades 
ordered  to  support  them  flying  in  every  direction,  and  in 
the  greatest  confusion.  His  attempts  to  stop  them  were 
fruitless,  thougli  he  drew  his  sword  and  threatened  to  run 
them  through,  and  cocked  and  snapped  his  pistols.  He 
rode  hastily  towards  the  enemy  till  his  own  person 
was*  in  danger,  hoping  to  encourage  the  men  by  his 
example  ;  but  all  his  exertions  were  in  vain,  for,  on  the 
appearance  of  a  small  number  of  the  enemy,  the  whole 
eight  regiments  fled  without  flring  a  single  shot,  leaving 
the  general  in  a  hazardous  situation.  At  this  juncture 
Glover's  brigade,  with  the  ^larblehead  and  five  other 
regiments,  appeared  upon  the  scene,  ha\ing  hastened 
down  from  Harlem  Plains  to  the  support  of  the  flying 
troops.  The  forces  were  now  joined,  and  the  whole 
marched  forward  and  took  post  on  some  heights,  when 
al)t>ut  fight  tliousand  of  tlie  enemy,  as  was  thought, 
liove  in  >i-lu  on  [lie  n.exl  liciglit,  :uid  lialtud.'  T]i,.ui;h 
the  t!\u.'^>s  were  now  de>iroii.>  of  i);  ing  led  forward  .'igLiin.^t 

•(.H'f'.lun,  ii.  326.  327. 
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the  British,  General  Washington  would  not  consent. 
His  confidence  in  the  militia  was  gone,  and  he  would 
place  no  dependence  in  them. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Putnam,  who  was  in  com- 
mand at  New  York,  taking  advantage  of  tlie  temporary 
inactivity  of  the  British,  hastily  withdrew  with  about 
thirty-five  hundred  men  and  a  large  number  of  women 
and  children:  The  British  officers  were  loitering  at  the 
house  of  a  Quaker  near  by,  refreshing  themselves  witli 
cakes  and  wine.  They  remained  there  about  two  hours, 
and  when  their  revel  was  over  New  York  had  been 
evacuated.  The  loss  sustained  by  General  Pntnam  dur- 
ing liis  perilous  retreat  was  fifteen  killed  and  about 
three  hundred  taken  prisoners. 

The  skill  and  intrepidity  of  Glover  and  his  regiment, 
in  saving  tlie  ammunition  and  military  stores,  won  for 
that  officer  and  the  brave  men  under  his  command  the 
warmest  encomiums  of  their  superior  ofhcers.  The 
interest  in  Glo\'er  with  which  the  e\'ent  inspired  General 
\Yash.ington  ripened  into  a  firm  friendship,  which  lasted 
until  the  day  of  his  death. 

Colonel  Glover,  in  writing  to  his  mother  from  Fort 
Constitution,  under  date  of  October  7,  said  of  the  evacu- 
\ation  :  Happy  for  us  we  began  tlie  rctr^-at  so  timely  as 
we  did,  otherwise  the  whole  that  were  in  the  city  must 
have  bec-n  cut  ofi' ;  for  the  enemy  had  landed  eighteen 
thousand  men  on  that  day  on  the  east  side,  about  four 
miles  from  the  citv,  co\-ered  l)v  ten  sail  of  men-of-war, 
and  opposite  to  them  on  the  North  Rivc-r  came  up  three 
large  shi].>s.  The  whole  kept  up  a  ci'iistant  cannonad- 
ing, with  grapc-sliot  and  langrage,  (inite  across  the 
island.  I  L  v>t  two  men  in  the  reir^al,  W' >V:\\>\l-(\  Trefry, 
^hu-blci:.,:.:,  .i::d  P.;:vi,ii:.i i:  Iv.-a.:.     .  '  i.yiin/'' 

The  Anicricim  annv,  iifi-.r  •.  .11  -  r.\>in  the  cit\', 
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was  encamped  on  New  York  Island.  Occasional  skir- 
mishes took  place  between  detachments  of  the  two 
armies  and,  finally,  on  the  iith  of  October,  General 
Howe,  with  a  view  of  cntting  off  the  retreat  of  the 
Americans,  landed  the  larger  portion  of  his  troops  on 
Frog's  Neck,  a  portion  of  the  mainland  in  Westchester 
County,  The  American  lines  were  now  almost  entirely 
surrounded  by  the  British,  and  on  the  i6th  of  Octol^er  a 
council  of  war  was  called  to  determine  the  course  to  be 
pursued.  It  was  decided  that  the  army  should  leave 
New  York  Island,  and  advance  into  the  country  so  far 
as  to  outflank  General  Howe's  columns,  but  that  Fort 
Washington  should  be  retained  as  long  as  possible. 
Two  thousand  men  were  accordingly  left  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  division  under  the  connnand  of  I\Iajor-general 
Lincoln  crossed  Kiiigsbridge  and  threw  up  works  at 
Valentine's  Hill ;  the  others  followed  and  formed  a  line 
of  detached  corps,  with  intrenclnnents  on  the  heights, 
and -stretching  along  the  west  side  of  the  river  Bronx 
to  White  Plains. 

]\Iajor.-general  Fee,  having  been  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  troops  above  Kingsbridge,  repaired  v/ith  his 
division  to  tlie  scene  of  operations  in  that  vicinitv. 
Colonel  Glover's  brigade,  which  formed  a  portion  of 
the  division,  was  stationed  on  tlie  Fast  Chester  road, 
towards  Long  Island,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  iSth  the  British  commander-in-chief,  find- 
ing that  General  AVasliir.gton  had  taken  measures  for 
onarding  tlie  position  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Frog's  Neck, 
rec-mlxirked  several  corps,  and  Iry  landing  at  the  mouth 
<.)!  Hiile!i:n<i_.ii'>  Riwr,  se-curr^l  a  pas>aL4V  fur  the  main 
\)r,C:v  wl'.ich  ci'i.'>>c(l  :iik1  adwiiiccd  iiiinicdiaU'K'  tow.ird.^ 
Rociielle.     CoUrn-.']  Gluwr,  being   apprised   of   the  ac'.- 
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vance  of  the  British  army,  posted  his  troops  behind  the 
stone  walls  whicli  flanked  the  road,  and  awaited  the 
approach  of  the  advance  guard.  A  well  directed  and 
•rapid  discharge  of  musketry  greeted  the  British  upon 
their  appearance,  and  though  they  faced  the  destructive 
fire  with  great  bravery,  they  were  twice  repulsed.  The 
third  time,  the  enemy  advanced  in  solid  columns,  when 
Colonel  Glo\-er-s  gallant  soldiers  fired  three  destructive 
volleys  and  then  fell  back  upon  General  Lee's  division 
in  conformity  to  his  orders.  The  British  lost  a  large 
number  of  men,  the  Americans  having  a  few  killed  and 
about  sixty  wounded. 

Bv  their  darino-,  and  the  efficien.t  manner  in  which 
they  had  executed  their  orders,  the  brave  men  of  Glo\'- 
er\s  brigade  had  checked  the  advance  of  the  British 
army,  and  time  had  thus  been  gained  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  army  and  military  stores  from  New  York  Island. 

On  the  following  day  Colonel  Glover  and  liis  men 
were  publicly  thanked  in  the  general  orders  by  General 
Lee,  for  their  soldier-like  conduct  during  the  battle, 
and  a  few  days  later  they  had  the  honor  of  a  similar 
expression  of  gratitude  from  General  Washington. 

An  eye-witness  of  the  affair,  in  a  letter  dated  ]\Iile 
vSquare,  October  23,  writes :  "  The  brigade  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Glover,  consisting  of  about  seven 
hundred  men,  one  regiment  being  absent  for  guard, 
marched  dovrn  towards  tlie  place  where  the  enemy  were 
advancing  with  a  body  of  sixteen  thousand  and  a  very 
large  artillery.  The  first  attack  was  nuide  by  a  small 
party  on  their  ad\'arce  guard,  which  were  utterl\' 
routed  and  forced  to  retreat  to  their  main  body,  who, 
when  they  came  up,  Vv-ere  fired  upon  hy  two  regiments, 
ad\-antagLOusly  ])oslcd  hv  CoIoul'I  Gl<A"er  and  r\Iajv)r  kce 
(who  beha\-c(]  i;-allanll\' ),  winch  liruuglit  many  of  tlicm 
to  the  ground.    Thus  we  continued  fighting  them  and 
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retreating  the  whole  afternoon,  until  they  came  to  a 
stand,  where  they  now  remain,  stretching  down  along 
the  south,  towards  Connecticut,  we  suppose  for  forage. 
Our  men  behaved  like  soldiers,  conformed  to  the  orders 
of  the  officers,  and  retreated  in  grand  order,  which  is  the 
life  of  discipline.  Our  loss  is  about  nine  or  ten  killed, 
and  about  thirty  wounded.  The  enemy,  a  deserter  sa\-s, 
lost  two  hundred  killed  on  the  spot,  and  a  great  number 
wounded.  People  may  think  what  they  please  of  the 
regular  and  spirited  behavior  of  the  British  troops,  but  I 
that  day  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  contrary.  I  saw  as 
great  irregularity,  almost,  as  in  a  militia  ;  they  would 
come  out  from  their  body  and  fire  single  guns.  As  to 
their  courage,  their  whole  body  of  sixteen  thousand  were 
forced  to  retreat  by  the  hre  of  a  single  regiment,  and 
many  of  them  old  troops.  The  fourth  regiment  was  the 
one  that  had  run  ;  and  had  we  been  reenforced  with  half 
their  number,  v/e  might  have  totally  defeated  them ; 
the  shot  from  their  artillery  flew  very  thick  about  our 
heads.  ....  General  Lee  says  we  shall  none  of  us 
leave  the  army,  but  all  stay  and  be  promoted  ;  but  how 
-  that  v.'ill  be  is  uncertain."^ 

From  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  Glover,  on  the 
22d  of  October,  1776,  we  learn  that  during  the  engage- 
ment the  ?vlarblehead  regiment  was  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  William  Courtis,  Lieutenant-colonel  Johonnet 
being  sick,  and  Major  Lee  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  brigade  niajor.  The  letter,  after  givin.g  a  graphic 
description  of  the  skirmish,  concludes  with  an  account 
of  the  movements  of  the  brigade,  after  and  for  a  few 
da\'s  previous  to  the  affair,  from  which  we  extract  the 
following  : 

''At  dark  wc  ciunv  on,  and  marched  a1.)0Ut  tlirec 
riiilcs  to  I)<.)[)])'s  I'V-rry,  atur  figiiting  all   da\"  without 

^  7'") ^  /■'rc'c-r':.:/:\<:  yrl/r }!,?/,  y<'V.   12,  IJJ''. 
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victuals  or  drink,  laying  as  a  picket  all  night,  the 

heavens  over  us  and  the  earth  beneath  lis,  which  was  all 

Vv^e  had,  having  left  our  baggage  at  the  old  encampment 

we  left  in  the  morning.    I'he  next  morning  marched 

over  to  Mile  Square.    I  had  eight  men  killed  and 

thirteen  wounded,  among  which  was  Colonel  Shepherd, 

a  brave  officer. 

"  Sunday^  General  Lee  sent  for  and  informed  me 

there  were  two  hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  flour"  at 

East  Chester,  if  the  enem\'  had  not  taken  it ;  would  be 

o-lad  if  I  woidd  think  of  some  wav  to  brino-  it  off.  I 
to  ?~> 

sent  OTit  and  pressed  fifteen  wagons,  and  at  night  turned 
out  the  Vvdiole  brio-ade,  and  went  so  nio'h  we  heard  their 
music  and  talk  very  plain,  and  brought  off  the  whole. 

Wednesday^  sent  out  a  scouting  party,  principally 
from  my  own  regiment,  wlio  met  with  a  party  of 
Hessians  and  attacked  them,  killed  twelve  and  took 
three  prisoners  ;  one  of  the  slain  was  an  officer  of  high 
rank  on  horseback  ;  the  horse  was  taken  and  brought 
off.  •  We  had  one  man  mortal!}'  wounded,  of  Colonel 
Baldwin's  regiment. 

"  SiDiday^  the  enemy  struck  their  tents,  and  were  on 
a  march  in  two  columns,  one  to  the  right  and  the  other 
to  the  left,  towards  the  Xortli  River.  General  Lee 
immediately  gave  orders  for  his  division,  which  con- 
sisted of  eight  thousand  men,  to  march  for  North  Castle, 
to  take  the  ground  to  the  eastward  and  north  of  them, 
about  fourteen  miles  distance.  AVe  had  not  marched 
more  than  tliree  miles  before  we  saw  the  rioht  column 
advancing  in  a  cross  road  to  cut  us  off,  not  more  than 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  distance  ;  this  being  our  situ- 
ati()u,  eigln  tliousand  men  on  the  road  with  tlieir 
baggage,  ariiiicrx-,  and  unu  liundred  and  fft\'  wagons, 
fille'.l  tlic  r>i:i<!  i' 'V  idur  miles.  We  iheu  tiinicd  off  and 
m.'^.rclu'd   \)\   I.)o].)]j\s   hV-rrN-  road,  and  u'Ot  into  White 
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Plains  about  ten  o'clock  IMonday  morning,  after  being 
out  all  night.  We  left  General  McDougal's  brigade 
posted  on  a  height  between  the  enemy  and  us,  to  cover 
our  march.  About  twelve  o'clock  they  attacked  him 
with  a  heavy  column,  supported  with  twelve  pieces  of 
artillery,  who  pressed  him  so  hard  he  was  obliged  to 
retreat,  having  twenty  men  killed  and  about  forty 
W'ounded,  and  wholly  from  their  artillery. 

"  I  am  posted  on  a  mountain,  commanding  the  roads 
to  i\lbany  and  New^  England  ;  the  enemy  on  one  oppo- 
site, about  one  mile  distance.  We  expect  an  attack 
every  moment.  I  don't  care  how  soon,  as  I  am  ver}' 
certain,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  shall  give  them  a 
severe  d rubbin.g. ' '  ^ 

On  the  25t]i  of  October  General  Lee's  division 
marclied  from  Kingsbridge  to  White  Plains,  and  joined 
the  rest  of  tlie  army  under  General  Washington.  The 
baggage  and  military  stores  were  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
Glover's  brigade,  and  on  the  26th  reached  their  destina- 
tion in  safety. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  the  Britisli,  under  General 
Leslie,  made  an  attack  upon  the  riglit  of  the  American 
army  at  \\'hile  Plains.  General  [M'Dor.gal,  with  about 
'  sixteen  hundred  men  occupied  Chatterton's  Hill,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  Bronx,  while  Colonel  Crlover  w^as 
stationed  with  his  brigade  on  another  hill  near  by.  On 
tlie  fu'st  charge  of  tlie  British  cavalry  four  regiments  of 
tlie  American  militia  ran  away,  leaving  General  IM'Dou- 
gal  Vv-illi  onlv  six  luindred  men  to  defend  the  hill.  The 
remaining  troo]xs  made  a  gallant  resistance,  how^ever, 
and  for  more  tlian  an  hour  held  their  position  against 
the  \\-h(>]e  tire  of  twel\'c  |.Meces  of  artillery,  besides  the 
nn--;;rirv  and  a  char-e  of  c;i\:ih-\-.  The  loss  of  the 
AniLru:an>  was  fortx'-sevcn  ki!)(.d  and  seventy  woundud. 

^  .7;,'icV7V.,v;  .-/;v7»7':v  -,  5th  series,  Vul.  ii. 
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The  following  morning  the  British  advanced  upon  the 
hill  upon  which  Glover's  brigade  was  stationed.  With 
one  brass  twenty-four,  a  six  and  a  three-pounder,  and 
three  iron  twelve-pounders.  Glover  awaited  their  ap- 
proach, A.  line  of  twelve  thousand  men,  extending  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  approached  in  four  columns, 
and  filed  off  to  the  left  of  Glover's  position.  Their 
objective  point  v/as  a  hill  overlooking  that  upon  which 
the  Americans  were  posted.  Reserving  liis  fire  until  the 
enemy  had  entered  a  valley  between  the  hills,  in  order 
to  make  the  attack,  Glover  brought  his  guns  to  bear, 
and  welcomed  them  wuth  the  contents  of  the  three- 
pounder.  ■  The  six  and  twelve-pounders  were  discliarged 
in  rapid  succession,  and  finally,  as  a  parting  salute,  the 
brass  twenty-four-pounder  blazed  forth  with  terrible 
effect.  The  rout  of  the  British  was  complete.  Once 
after  their  repulse  they  attempted  to  ascend  the  hill ;  but, 
after  discharging  a  small  artillery  piece  three  or  four 
times,  were  forced  to  retire.  Dismayed  at  his  defeat,  the 
British  general  ordered  a  retreat,  and  his  troops  fled  in 
the  greatest  confusion. 

The  reader  is  spared  a  recital  of  the  retreat  of  the 
army  of  Washington  across  New  jerse}'.  B'or  several 
weeks  after  the  affair  at  Cliatterton's  Blill,  Glover's 
brigade  —  of  which,  it  should  be  remembered,  the  jNIar- 
blehead  regiment  was  always  a  part  —  was  stationed  at 
North  Castle,  under  General  Lee.  About  the  middle  of 
December  the  entire  division  joined  tlie  main  armv,  then 
on  its  ''dismal  retreat." 

This  was  the  gloomiest  period  of  tlie  war  to  the 
Americans.  Tlie  campaign  had  been  little  else  than  a 
series  of  disasters  and  retreats.  Tlie  encm\-  had  gained 
po-se>>i>'U  of  I\h*.ale  Islaud,  k*tng  I>hiucl,  auvl  neari\-  tlie 
whole  of   Xew  Jer'-e\-. 

hj'icouraged    t)\"   the   arriwil   of  reeiiforcements,  and 
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knowing  that  the  British  troops  were  so  posted  "  that 
they  could  not  readily  be  brought  to  act  in  concert  on  a 
sudden  alarm/'  General  Washington  conceived  the  idea 
of  recrossing  the  Delaware  and  attacking  the  Hessian 
advance  posts.  Reports  had  been  received  that  the 
British  commander  was  only  waiting  for  the  river  to 
freeze  over  in  order  to  make  a  triumphant  march  to 
Philadelphia.  To  prevent  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
regain  his  lost  position  in  New  Jersey,  the  commander- 
in-chief  resolved  to  make  an  attack  upon  Trenton,  on 
the  night  of  December  25. 

"  Early  on  the  eventful  evening,"  writes  Washington 
Irving,  the  troops  destined  for  Washington's  part  of 
the  attack,  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  strong, 
with  a  train  of  twenty  small  pieces,  were  paraded  near 
McKonkey's  Ferry,  ready  to  pass  as  soon  as  it  grew 
dark,  in  the  hope  of  being  all  on  the  other  side  by 
twelve  o'clock.  Washington  repaired  to  the  ground, 
accompanied  by  Generals  Greene,  Sullivan,  ]\rercer, 
vSt-ephcn,  and  Lord  Stirling.  It  was  indeed  an  anxious 
moment  for  all.  .  .  .  Boats  being  in  readiness,  the  troops 
began. to  cross  about  sunset.  The  weather  was  intensely 
cold  ;  the  wind  was  high,  the  current  strong,  and  the 
'river  full  of  floating  ice.  Colonel  Glover,  with  his 
amphibious  regiment  of  ^Nlarblehead  fishermen,  was  in 
the  advance,  —  the  same  who  had  navigated  the  army 
across  the  sound  in  its  retreat  from  Brooklyn,  on  Long 
Island,  to  Xew  York.  Tliey  were  men  accustomed  to 
battle  with  the  elements  ;  yet,  witli  all  their  skill  and 
experience,  the  crossing  was  difficult  and  perilous. 
Washington,'  who  had  crossed  with  the  troops,  stood 
anxit)n>j\\  yet  jxUientlv,  on  the  eastern  bank,  while  one 
hour  ixii^v  aiKjlhcr  L-l;i]'Se(l,  uritil  the  trans])orta- 

^  t  '.ij  t.  Wni-a'n  iaacklcr.  iA'  MarMciica.l,  liad  cwimnanil  of  the  boat,  in  which 
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tion  of  the  artillery  should  be  effected.  The  night  was 
dark  and  tempestuous  ;  the  drifting  ice  drove  the  boats 
out  of  their  course,  and  threatened  them  with  destruc- 
tion." 

Before  daybreak  the  transportation  had  been  effected. 
The  troops  landed  about  nine  miles  above  Trenton,  and 
were  formed  in  two  divisions,  the  ]\Iarblehead  regiment 
leading  the  advance.  Shortly  after  tlie  troops  began  to 
march,  Capt.  John  Glover,  a  son  of  the  colonel,  discov- 
ered that  the  arms  had  been  rendered  unfit  for  use  b\' 
the  storm  of  snovv'  and  sleet  which  prevailed.  This 
information  was  at  once  communicated  to  General  Sulli- 
van, and,  as  the  column  moved  forward,  the  men  were 
ordered  to  clean  their  muskets  in  the  best  manner 
possible.  While  the  men  were  engaged  in  this  unavail- 
ing occupation,  an  ofhcer  was  sent  to  apprise  General 
Washington  of  the  fact,  and  his  only  repl\-,  communi- 
cated almost  instantly  b}'  his  aid-de-camp,  was,  tell  the 
column  to  advance  and  diargcy^  The  troops  mo^-ed 
on,  and  as  the  storm  continued  to  increase,  tlie  cold 
grew  more  bitter  and  intense.  Two  men  were  frozen  to 
deat«:i  ;  and  Lieut.  Joshua  Orne,  of  one  of  the  iMarblehead 
companies,  became  so  benumbed  from  tlie  cold,  during 
the  march,  that  he  had  fallen  on  the  ground  a  little 
distance  from  the  side  of  the  road,  and  would  have 
perislied  had  he  not  been  accidentally  discovered,  when 
nearly  co\'ered  with  snow,  by  some  one  in  the  rear  of 
the  regiment. 

The  stor}'  of  the  successful  attack  upon  Trenton, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  nearly  one  thousand 
prisoners  with  their  arms  and  ammunition,  and  com- 
pelled the  Lritish  army  to  abandon  New  Jersey  and 
rcircat  to  X<.-\v  York,  ni'eJ>  r^/jieiititiU  hero.  TIk-vc, 
as  elsewlici'u,  llie  nu-n  of  .M:ir] t'clicacl  v.x-rc  distinguislic^l 
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for  the  valorous  manner  in  which  they  acquitted  them- 
selves. 

Years  afterwards,  in  a  speech  before  the  ^Massachusetts 
Legislature,  General  Knox,  who  was  Chief  of  Artillery  at 
Trenton,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  brave  men  of 
the  ^larbleliead  regiment : 

"  Sir  :  I  wish  the  members  of  this  body  knew  the 
people  of  ^^larblehead  as  well  as  I  do.  I  could  wish  tliat 
they  had  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  River  in 
1776,  in  that  bitter  niglit  when  the  Commander-in-Chief 
had  dravv'n  up  his  little  army  to  cross  it,  and  bad  seen 
the  powerful  current  bearing  ouAvard  the  floating  masses 
of  ice,  which  threatened  destruction  to  wliosoever  should 
venture  upon  its  bosom.  I  wish  that  when  this  occur- 
rence threatened  to  defeat  the  enterprise,  they  could 
have  heard  that  distinguislied  vrarrior  demand  '  U7io  icill 
lead  us  Oil  ?^  and  seen  tlie  men  of  Marblehead,  and  Mar- 
hklicad  aIouL\  stand  forward  to  lead  the  army  along  the 
perilous  patli  to  unfading  glories  and  honors  in  tlie 
achievcmerits  of  Trenton.  There,  sir,  went  tlie  fisher- 
men of  ■Marbleliead,  alike  at  home  upon  land  or  water, 
alike  ardent,  patriotic  and  unflinching,  whenever  they 
luifurk'd  the  flag  of  the  couritry." 

Shortly  before  the  engagement  at  Trenton,  Congress 
had  clothed  General  AVashington  with  additional  powers, 
and  as  soon  as  practicable  measures  were  adopted  for 
recruitino-  new  reo-iments  of  ca\-alr\'  and  artillerv.  The 
gallantry  and  meritorious  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  ^Iarl)lehead  regiment  had  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  tlie  connnander-in-chief,  and  on  the  first  of 
January,  1777,  William  R.  Lee,  the  major  of  the  regi- 
ment, who,  for  sometime,  had  been  acting  as  brigade 
r.Kij'ir,  v/as  ]>T(,.iihil'.il  hi  tli'..-  rank  of  colonel.  ■  IninKcli- 
at^-l\-,  uvion  i\Vci\-ing  \\\>  commission,  Colonvl  Lee 
relumed  to  Ma<.sacluiscLts  to  recruit  and  organi;<e  his 


,,.1  -^iii  j"ir  ^-'T'^i/'ni-^r'f  u< 


178  THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

regiment.  ^laiiy  of  tlie  officers  and  men  of  the  new- 
regiment  were  from  ]\Iarblehead.  Joseph  Swasey  was 
major,  Joseph  Stacey  quartermaster,  and  Joshua  Orne  was 
captain  of  one  of  the  companies.  Among  the  lieutenants 
were  William  Ilawkes,  vSamuel  Gatcliell,  Jeremiah  Reed, 
John  Clark  and  John  Barker. 

In  ]\Iarch,  the  office  of  adjutant-general  having  J^ecome 
vacant,  Colonel  Lee  was  recommended  by  Congress  for 
tliat  office.  General  Washington  conferred  tlie  appoint- 
ment, however,  upon  Colonel  Pickering,  of  Salem,  and 
upon  his -refusal  to  serve,  Colonel  Lee  was  innnediately 
summoned  to  headquarters.  Upon  his  arrival,  Lee,  with 
becoming  modesty,  declined  the  honor,  and  recom- 
mended Colonel  Pickering,  "  vs'liom  he  declared,  lie 
considered,  from  a  very  friendh'  and  intimate  acquaint- 
ance, as  a  first-rate  military  character,  and  that  he  knew 
of  no  gentleman  so  well  qualified  for  the  post."  Wash- 
ington afterwards  declared  in  a  letter  to  Congress,  tliat 
nothing  derogatory  to  the  merits  of  Colonel  Lee,  wdio 
held  a  high  place  in  his  esteem,  and  v;ho  had  "  deservedly 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a  good  officer,"  influenced 
him  in-  giving  the  preference  to  Colonel  Pickering. 

On  the  23d  of  P^-bruary,  Colonel  Glover,  who  had 
temporaril)-  left  the  arm\'  to  attend  to  his  private  affairs, 
was  appointed  by  Congress  a  brigadier-general.  Receiv- 
ing orders  from  General  Washington  to  join  the  army  at 
Peekskill,  he  immediately  set  out  from  home,  and  took 
connmand  of  his  brigade  on  the  14th  of  June.  P'rom  this 
time,  until  the  27th  of  July,  tlie  men  under  his  command 
rendered  efficient  "  service  in  resisting  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  enemy  at  New  York."  On  that  dav  the 
brigade  sailed  from  Peekskill  for  vSaratoga  to  reenforce 
(iCiiural  Scliuylcr,  tlu'U  rclreatiu;.;  l^-fore  tlu;  aruiv  (A 
PurL^oyne,  an«!  I'^-.'i^A  ]  '-l;-^:;  ;  4  tliu  Irix^j^s  which,  cn 
ihu  3d  of  .-Vugu.-l,  marched  frcnn  vSaratoga  lo  Slillw-ater. 
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Of  the  experience  of  his  men  during-  their  brief  stay  at 
Saratoga,  General  Glover,  in  a  letter  from  Stillwater 
under  date  of  August  6,  wrote  as  follows :  "  During  the 
three  days  at  vSaratoga,  we  were  constantly  ( night  and 
day  )  in  alarm  ;  our  scouting  parties  a  great  part  of  the 
time  cut  off,  killed,  scalped,  and  taken  prisoners.  The 
day  we  left  it,  our  scouts  were  all  driven  in  by  the 
Indians,  and  tvv'o  men  were  brought  to  my  quarters, 
one  of  them  scalped  ;  it  appeared  they  liad  not  been 
dead  more  than  half  an  hour.  I  immediately  detached 
four  hundred  men  from  my  brigade  to  scour  the  woods 
where  they  remained  till  four  o'clock  ;  saw  nothing  of 
the  enemy  save  three  blankets  supposed  to  be  left  by 
them. " 

"  We  have  had  twenty-five  or  th.irty  nien  killed  and 
scalped  and  as  man\'  more  taken  prisoners  within  fou.r 
days.  This  strikes  a  panic  on  our  men  ;  which  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  when  v.e  consider  the  hazard  thev 
run  as  scouts,  by  beings  hred  upon  from  all  quarters 
(  aud  tlie  woods  so  thick  they  canT  see  three  yards 
before  tliem  ),  and  then  to  hear  the  cursed  war-whoop 
wliich  makes  the  woods  ring  for  miles."^ 

On  the  19th  of  August,  the  army  having  retreated  to 
Van  vSchaick\s  Island,  General  Gates  arrived  and  took 
command  of  the  centre  division,  comprising  Glover's, 
Nixon's  and  Patterson's  brigades.  Shortlv  after,  the 
army  moved  up  the  river  as  far  as  Bemis's  Heights, 
v/licre,  in  tlie  battle  on  the  19th  of  vSeptember,  Glover's 
])rigade  composed  a  part  of  tlie  right  wing  of  the  armv 
which  was  posted  on  the  hills  near  the  river.  The 
I>ritish  ariny  was  encam].)ed  about  two  miles  from  Gen- 
eral G;'.u-s.  a]](l  on  tlK-  morniivg  of  the  19th  advanced  in 
gveul  inrcc  (.11  liic  k;fi  of  11-. •  AiiK;rieans.  ^^The  battle," 
wrolo  ( rciK  r.ri  (i1('\-lt,     was  xxry  hot  till  halt-])ast  one 
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o'clock  ;  ceased  about  half  an  hour,  then  renewed  the 
attack.  Both  armies  seemed  determined  to  conquer  or 
die.  One  continual  blaze  without  intermission  till  dark, 
^vhen  by  consent  of  both  parties  it  ceased  ;  during- which 
time  we  several  times  drove  them,  took  the  ground, 
passing  over  great  numbers  of  their  dead  and  wounded. 
Took  one  field-piece,  but  the  woods  and  bush  were  so 
thick,  and  being  close  pushed  by  another  party  of  the 
enemy  cojning  up,  was  obliged  to  give  up  our  prize.  The 

enemy  in  their  turn  sometimes  drove  us  Our  men 

were  bold  and  couraoeous,  and  fought  like  men  fio-htino- 
for  their  all.  Vv'e  have  taken  about  seventy  prisoners, 
among  whom  are  two  officers  The  enemy  suf- 
fered much,  having  two  regiments  almost  cut  off ;  their 
killed,  v/ounded,  and  missing,  numbering  seven  liundred, 
among  whom  Vv'ere  a  great  proportion  of  officers."  ^ 

The  British  encamped  about  one  mile  distant  and,  as 
Burgoyne  was  desirous  of  receiving  reenforcements 
before  venturinp-  another  attack,  no  creneral  eno-ao-ement 
took  place  again  until  the  7tli  of  October.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Americans  were  not  idle.  They  employed 
"their  time  in  harassing  the  British  camp  with  frequent 
night  a.larms,  dri.x'ing  their  pickets,  and  bringing  off 
their  horses.  As  an  instance  of  the  hue  spirits  and  dar- 
ing braver)-  of  his  men  in  exploits  of  this  nature, 
General  Glover  writes :  "  1  ordered  one  liundred  men 
from  my  brigade  to  take  off  a  picket  of  the  enemy  who 
were  posted  about  half  a  mile  from  me,  at  the  same  time 
ordering  a  co\'ering-  jxarty  of  two  hundred  to  support 
them.  This  being  the  first  enter])rise  of  the  kind,  and 
as  it  was  proposed  by  me,  I  was  ver\-  anxious  for  its  sue- 
cess.^  I  then-fore  went  mwself.  The  niidu  Iveing  ver\' 
i'..»ggN  and  dark,  we  could  n<>t  find  llie  enei]i\'  lill  after 
day.  When  1  made  tlie  jjroper  di>j ..-iiions  fur  tlie 
attack,  the\-   went   on   like  so   man\-   tigers,  bidding 
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defiance  to  musket-balls  and  bayonets.  Drove  the  enemy, 
killed  three,  and  wounded  a  great  many  more,  ,  .  .  with- 
out any  loss  on  our  side." 

The  British  General  Burg-oyne  unconsciously  testified 
to  the  manner  in  which  his  army  was  harassed  by 
Glover  and  the  men  under  his  command,  when  he 
wrote  :  "  Not  a  nig-ht  passed  without  firing,  ai^id  some- 
times concerted  attacks  upon  our  advanced  pickets.  I 
do  not  believe  either  ofiicer  or  soldier  ever  slept  in  that 
interval  without  his  clothes  ;  or  that  any  general  ofiicer 
or  commander  of  a  regiment  passed  a  single  niglit, 
without  being  upon  his  legs  occasionally  at  difi'erent 
hours,  and  constantly  an  hour  before  daylight."^ 

On.  the  7th  of  October,  during  the  battle  which  re- 
sulted in  the  disastrous  rout  of  the  British,  Glover's 
brigade,  being  a  part  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army, 
under  command  of  General  Lincoln,  was  held  in  re- 
serve. A  part  of  the  brigade,  however,  including  the 
^larbleliead  regiment,  were  engaged  under  General  Ar- 
nold during  his  impetuous  assault  upon  the  British 
camp  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  The  British, 
having  abandoned  their  artillery,  and  knowing  that  the 
field  was  lost,  retreated  to  their  camji,  whicli  they  were 
'  determined  to  preserve  at  all  hazards.  vScarcely  had 
they  entered  their  lines  when  they  were  attacked  by  the 
intrepid  troops  under  Arnold.  The  attack  was  made  b}' 
a  determined  cliarQ-e  with  the  bavonet,  resultinij-  in  one 
of  the  most  desperate  hand-to-hand  fights  ever  known. 
The  cauip  was  defended  with  great  bravery,  the  Amer- 
icans being  greeted  with  a  tremendous  fire  of  grape-shot 
and  small  arms.  ''Even  the  stolid  Hessians,"  sax's  a 
writer,  ''expressed  tlieir  auiazement  when  they  saw 
{hL-<L-  i>r:i\-c  M:ir])lciK-:idLT^  clash  tlu'ou-Ii  tlic  fir^  <>[ 
gi-:i].ic  .Uid   cainstt-r  and  owr  llu,'  dead  Ijodics  i>i  ihe-r 
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comrades,  throngh  the  embrasures,  over  the  cannon, 
with  the  same  agility  with  which  they  had  formerly 
climbed  to  the  maintop,  or  traversed  the  backstays, 

bayoneting  the  cannoneers  at  their  posts  Glover's 

troops  evinced  tlie  coolness  and  agility  of  sailors  in 
their  attack,  and  showed  tliat  the}'  could  use  the  bayonet 
with  as  much  skill  and  effect  as  the  marline  or  hand- 
spike on  board  ship/'  During  the  engagement  General 
Glover  had  tliree  horses  shot  under  him. 

At  night  the  battle  was  over,  and  victory  had  once 
more  crowned  tlie  arins  of  the  Americans. 

On  the  followin^j  evening-  the  Britisli  armv  retreated 
to  Saratoga;  but,  owing  to  the  Ijadness  of  the  roads  and 
the  heavy  rain  which  prevailed,  did  not  arrive  there 
until  the  morning  of  the  loth.  On  the  morning  of  the 
iith,  General  Gates,  under  the  impression  that  tlie  main 
bod}' "of  Jjurgoyne's  army  had  retreated  to  Fort  Edward, 
commenced  an  attack  upon  the  camp  at  vSaratoga.  This 
was  a  great  mistake  and,  but  for  a  fortunate  discovery 
by  General  Glover,  would  have  j^roved  disastrous  to  the 
Americans.  "General  Nixon's,  being  the  oldest  bri- 
gade,, crossed  the  vSaratoga  Creek  first.  Unknown  to 
th,e  Americans,  r)urgo}-ne  had  formed  a  line  under  the 
cover  of  the  woods,  to  support  a  post  of  artillery  where 
the  others  meant  to  make  their  attack.  General  Glover 
was  on  the  point  of  following  Xixon.  Just  as  he  entered 
the  water,  he  saw  a  British  soldier  making  across,  whom 
he  called  and  examined.  The  soldier  claimed  to  be  a 
deserter,  and  said  that  he  was  going  to  the:  Americans. 
Glover  asked  hinn  about  Burgoyne's  arm}-.  The  soldier 
answered,  'It  is  encamped  the  same  as  days  past.' 
Glo\-er  told  him,  '  If  }-ou  are  found  attennpting  to 
^Icceix'e  me,  y^n\  sliall  be  hung  in  liiilf  uu  h. ..ur  ;  ])ut  if 
\('U  >pfak  nothing  lint  the  trutli,  >h;ill  l^e  prdcctLcl 
and  meet  with  g\>od  usage.'    He  then.  a>ke(l  him,  '  Have 
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not  nuinbers  been  sent  off  to  Fort  Edward?'  Tlie  desert- 
er replied,  '  A  small  detachment  was  sent  off  a  day  or 
two  ago,  but  are  returned  on  finding-  the  passes  occupied 
by  the  Americans,  and  the  whole  army  is  now  in  camp.' 
Glover,  though  the  junior  officer  to  Nixon,  sent  off 
immediately  to  him,  to  desist  and  recross  the  creek  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  despatched  liis  aid-de-camp,  witli 
the  deserter  behind  him  on  horseback  to  General  Gates  ; 
who,  having  examined  the  soldier,  hurried  away  the 
aid-de-camp,  the  adjutant-general  and  others  to  counter- 
mand the  former  orders  and  prevent  the  attack.  General 
Nixon,  upon  receiving  Glover's  message,  retreated  ;  but 
before  he  had  recrossed,  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  the  rear 
of  his  brigade  was  galled  by  the  enemy's  cannon.,  which 

killed  several  of  his  men  Glover's  message  was 

received  by  Nixon  in  the  critical  moment  ;  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  later  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  to  the 
whole  brigade,  and  given  a  turn  to  affairs  in  favor  of  the 
royal  army."^ 

By  this  fortunate  discovery,  the  last  hope  of  the 
Ih'itisli  general  was  destroyed.  The  reenforcements 
whic*h  he  had  confidently  expected  had  not  arrived  ;  his 
provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  his  retreat  was 
cut  off  by  the  Americans,  who  were  posted  everywhere 
in  the  vicinitv.  According;ly,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
he  surrendered  with  his  whole  army  to  General  Gates, 

The  entire  number  of  soldiers  who  surrendered  on 
this  occasion  was  5,791,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  capitu- 
lation they  ''were  to  be  sent  to  ^Massachusetts  and 
guarded  in  or  near  ]>oston."  The  duty  of  guarding, 
and  conducting  the  prisoners  to  their  destination,  was 
a>sigiK'd  to  Cieiieral  rrinw-r  ami  the  men  uiuler  liis 
command,    wno>e   Ijriliiant    acliiew-uR'nls   dm;in:;  llu' 

■An  acc^amt  uf  the  a:iair  as  reUucvl  \>y  Cicncial  (.l.ivoi  t<)  (i^i'/ion,  the 
lu>ti.iru'.n,  Marcii  iS,  17S5. 
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campaign  had  made  them  famous  throughout  the  coun- 
try. All  along  the  march  from  vSaratoga  to  Cambridge- 
the  roads  and  hillsides  were  lined  with  interested  specta- 
tors, and  though  the  victorious  brigade  was  everywhere 
greeted  with  cheers  and  other  encouraging  demonstra- 
tions, not  a  word  of  insult  was  offered  to  the  unfortunate 
prisoners. 

In  the  meantime,  Col.  William  R.  Lee  had  returned 
to  IMassachusetts,  where  he  had  been  busily  engaged 
during  the  summer  in  recniiting,  and  suitably  equipping 
his  regiment.  On  the  2d  of  October  he  was  ordered  to 
march  with  his  regiment  to  join  the  army  at  Philadel- 
phia. While  on  the  march  the  news  of  the  surrender 
of  Burgoyne  was  received,  and  Colonel  Lee,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  was  ordered  to  return  to 
Cambridge  to  form  a  portion  of  the  guard  for  the  British 
army. 

The  prisoners  arrived  at  Cambridge  on  the  7th  of 
November,  and  were  received  by  Colonel  Lee,  as  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  cantonment.  It  was  indeed  a 
remarkable  coincidence.  On  the  very  ground  where, 
tvro  years  before,  the  ]\Iarblehead  regiment  had  first 
appeared  in  arms  in  the  Continental  service,  General 
Glover  now  delivered  an  army  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
Lee.  And  what  a  change  had  taken  place  during  the 
interval  in  the  positions  of  these  heroic  citizens  of 
Marblehead  !  When,  in  1775,  the  regiment  left  the 
town,  one  was  its  colonel,  and  the  other  the  captain  of 
one  of  its  companies.  Now,  the  colonel  had  become  a 
general,  and  the  captain,  having  been  promoted  from 
one  orade  after  another  to  that  of  colonel,  had  been 
offered  the  position  of  adjutant-general  of  the  American 
army.  Furtlicr  comment  i.>  uniiccussar}-.  The  rc>])nn- 
si])k'  ])o.-;iti()!is  to  whicli  tlie\'  h;id  been  ])rom(jtcil  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  their  heroism,  and  of  the  distin- 
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guished  services  which  they  had  rendered  to  their 
country. 

The  British  soldiers  were  placed  in  barracks  on  Pros- 
pect Hill,  and  the  Germans  on  Vvinter  Hill,  while  the 
officers  were  allowed  to  obtain  quarters  among  the 
citizens  of  Cambrido-e  and  the  neio-liborino-  town.  The 
utmost  limits  of  parole  were  allowed  them,  and  they 
were  treated  with  the  consideration  and  courtesy  due 
them  as  gentlemen. 

On  the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Cambridge,  General 
Burgoyne  and  his  two  major-generals,  Phillips  and 
Reidesel,  were  invited  to  dine  with  General  lieath,  then 
in  command  of  the  American  forces  in  and  around 
Boston.  The  dinner  is  described  as  an  elegant  affair, 
and  among  other  prominent  guests  were  Generals  Glover 
and  Whipple,  who  had  conducted  the  Britisli  army 
from  Saratoga.^ 

Though  General  Heath  and  the  officers  under  his 
command  had  done  everything  in  their  power  to  render 
the  situation  of  the  British  officers  and  soldiers  as 
comfortable  and  pleasant  as  possible,  many  of  them 
seeined  incapable  of  feeling  a  sense  of  gratitude.  Every 
liberty  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  their  security 
was  allowed  them,  of  which  advantage  was  taken  in 
many  instances  to  commit  the  most  destructive  depreda- 
tions on  the  property  of  the  inhabitants.  Fences,  sheds, 
barns  and  other  structures,  as  well  as  fruit  and  orna- 
mental trees,  were  destroyed  and  used  as  fuel  whenever 
it  could  be  done  with  im])unity.  To  such  an  extent 
were  these  outrages  committed,  that  it  became  necessar\- 
to  double  the  guards,  and  the  matter  was  made  the 
subjvct  of  the  follf>v;i]ig  report  from  Colonel  Lee  to 
General  ileaih.  "This  rno'ineiit  a  su1)altern  from  the 
Hills  inlerms  me  tliat  tlie  r.riti.sli  soldiers  ueluwe  in  a 

''^  J I  calk's  Mtiiioiri,  |>.  326. 
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most  scandalous  manner,  by  pulling  down  fences,  barns 
and  other  buildings,  and  abusing  the  guards  and  sen- 
tries ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  all  the 
ofuards  to  be  doubled,  and  the  reoiments  to  be  readv  to 
move  at  a  moment's  warning." 

vShortly  after  this  affair,  Colonel  Henley,  who  was  in 
imniediate  command  at  Cambridge,  being  the  senior 
officer,  ordered  some  of  the  prisoners  who  were  under 
arrest  in  the  guard-house  to  parade,  that  he  might 
examine  them.  One  of  the  prisoners  behaved  with  so 
much  insolence  towards  him,  that  Colonel  Henley  in  a 
moment  of  anger  pricked  him  with  his  sword.  General 
Burgoyne,  upon  hearing  of  the  matter,  VvTote  a  very 
insolent  letter  to  General  Heath,  in  which  he  charged 
Colonel  Henley  "  vvith  barbarous  and  wanton  conduct 
and  intentional  murder." 

In  consequence  of  this  complaint,  Colonel  Henley 
was  ]3laced  under  arrest,  and  Colonel  Lee  was  ordered  to 
take  command  at  Cambridge.  A  few  days  after,  a  court 
of  inquiry,  of  wliich  General  Glover  was  president, 
decided  that  "  for  the  honor  of  Colonel  Henley  as  v/ell 
as  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  it  would  be  most 
p^roper  that  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial  should  be 
taken  on  liis  conduct."  A  court-martial  was  accordingly 
ordered,  of  which  General  Glover  was  president,  and 
Colonel  Lee  one  of  the  members.  After  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  affair  Colonel  Henley  was  exonerated, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  charges  were  not  supported. 

During  the  trial,  v/hich  lasted  more  than  twenty  days. 
General  Burgoyne  was  an  attentix-e  and  interested  par- 
ticipant in  the  proceedings.  Though  his  conduct  was  at 
times  extremely  disrespectful,  and  ver\'  offeiisiN-e  to  the 
inemi)ers  of  ilie  c>  nirt-nuirii>i],  the  li  tll<  >wi iig  extract  from 
a  speech  \\-hieh  lie  iiiade  diiriiig  the  irial  shows  his  high 
e-timation   of   the  character  and    conduct   of  General 
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Glover  and  Colonel  Lee.  After  dwelling  at  length  npon 
the  unfortunate  position  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his 
army,  and  the  sanguine  expectations  which  had  been 
indulged  "  of  their  being  received  with  all  that  magna- 
nimity and  kindness  wliich  was  due  them  as  prisoners  of 
war,"  General  Biu-g03'ne  said  :  "  We  were  led  into  these 
delusive  hopes  b\'  the  very  honorable  treatment  sliown. 
us  by  General  Gates  ;  by  that  we  received  from  you,  I\Ir. 
President,^  when  you  conducted  us  upon  the  march,  and 
by  that  we,  afterwards  found  from  the  worthy  member 
of  the  court  near  you,"^  who  had  the  immediate  command 
in  this  district  upon  our  arrival,  and  to  whom,  most 
happily  for  us,  the  command  is  now  again  devolved. 

Lieutenant  Anbury,  of  the  British  army,  who  was  one 
of  the  prisoners,  afterwards  wrote  an  account  of  his 
"Travels  in  America,"  in  wdiich,  after  a  review  of  the 
court-martial,  he  pa3's  tlie  follovvung  tribute  to  Colonel 
Lee,  and  his  merits  as  an  officer. 

"  In  consequence  of  this  acquittal,  Colonel  Henley 
reassumcd  liis  command  tlie  next  day,  but  merely  for 
form's  sake,  as  the  next  week  Colonel  Lee  took  the 
command- which  he  had  when  we  first  ariived.  Affairs 
are;  much  better  regulated,  everything  is  now  in  perfect 
tranquillit)-,  and  a  good  understanding  has  taken  place 
between  our  troops  and  the  Americans.  Colonel  Lee 
has  remedied  one  great  evil,  which,  was  compelling  our 
soldiers  to  purchase  all  their  provisions  at  two  stores  in 
the  barracks,  and  not  permitting  them  to  send  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  they  were  much  cheaper.  Passes  have 
been  gnuited  for  a  sergeant  and  a  certain  numl)er  of  men 
to  go  out  and  purchase  provisions,  l)y  wliicli  means  the 
St' )i\;>  e;inn( 't  ii]i|)<)se  on  tlie  Ircu'tps  ;  and  tliev  now  .^ell 
tlieir  C(.mnu)/.iliLS  at  the  market  price." 

^  (iciKral  (".lovtr.  -  Colonel  I.ec. 

'  >ec  7'ru:  c/s  I'D  cu^h  A»ii'rica,  by  Lieutenant  Anbury. 


.ill 


■  ii  j  '. 

i88 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 


Owing  to  the  hazardous  condition  of  his  private 
affairs,  which  had  long  been  in  need  of  his  personal 
super\'ision,  Colonel  Lee  fonnd  it  necessary,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1778,  to  resign  his  commission  and  request  his 
discharge  from  the  army.  His  request  was  granted  by 
Congress,  but  thougli  the  papers  were  forwarded  on  the 
24th  of  June,  he  did  not  relinquish  his  command  until 
the  1st  of  i\ugust,  when  he  returned  to  ]\Iarblehead. 

General  Glover  was  detained  in  ^Massachusetts  a  much 
longer  time  than  was  expected  v%'ould  be  necessary  to 
finish  the  business  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted  by 
General  Gates,  and  did  not  again  join  the  army  until  the 
following  summer.  During  that  ever  memorable  winter 
of  1778,  his  brigade  forn.ied  a  part  of  the  army  of  Wash- 
ington and  experienced  all  the  suffering  which  must 
forever  make  the  camp  at  A^alley  Forge  famous  in 
American  history.  But  through  it  all  they  behaved  like 
men.  Neither  want,  nor  hunger,  nor  nakedness,  nor  all 
combined,  could  induce  them  to  forsake  the  service  of 
their  country.  To  the  patient  forl.)earar.ce  and  fidelity 
of  nien  like  these,  we  owe  the  foundation  of  the  Ameri- 
can Republic. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  General  Glover,  in  obedience  to 
the  urgent  requests  of  Washington,  again  joined  the 
army,  and  at  once  assumed  comnuind  at  Fort  Arnold, 
near  West  Point  on  the  Hudson,  where  he  rendered 
efficient  service  in  superintendinor  the  erection  of  forts 
and  redoubts  in  the  vicinity.  In  the  meantime,  his 
brigade,  in  company  with  tliat  of  General  Varnum, 
had  been  seijt,  mider  the  comniand  of  the  ]\Iarquis 
Lafayette,  to  rccnforce  the  army  of  (jcneral  Sullivan, 
who  was  tlicn  in  cunnn;!!!'!  of  liic  (k-p:irnr,e!it  of  Pro\-i- 
dcricr.  A  concv-rlc-l  vl'^'Vi  w'j>  {<>  \).:  uruk-  ior  tliL-  pur- 
pose of  rcca})luring  Rlh.Kic  l-.kirul  pro])er,  wiiicli  llu; 
enenu'  h.ad    made   one    oi    tlKir    military   depots  and 
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strongholds,  and  to  this  end,  it  was  necessary  that 
additional  troops  should  be  raised  as  reenforcenients. 
General  Glover  joined  his  brigade  after  it  had  been  sev- 
eral days  on  the  march.  Immediately  upon  reporting 
to  General  Sullivan  with  his  command,  he  was  requested 
to  proceed  to  Boston,  jMarblehcad  and  other  places,  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  "  two  or  tlirce  hundred  seamen, 
or  other  persons  well  acquainted  with  boats,  to  act  as 
boatmen  in  the  expedition  against  Rhode  Island."  The 
pay  of  the  recruits  was  to  be  three  dollars  a  day,  and 
their  time  of  service  was  to  be  fifteen  days  if  they  were 
not  sooner  discharged. 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  General  Glover 
went  to  ^Massachusetts,  and  in  a  short  time  returned 
with  two  entire  companies  raised  in  Boston  and  Salem, 
and  a  large  number  of  volunteers  from  IMarbleliead. 
They  arrived  at  Providence  on  the  loth  of  August,  and 
were  assigned  to  their  various  positions  in  tlie  army. 

General  vSulHvan's  reenforcenients  having  arri\'ed,  and 
all  things  being  in  readiness  for  the  descent  upon  Rhode 
Island,  the  army  crossed  from  Tiverton  in  two  divisions, 
by  means  of  eiglity-six  fiat-bottonied  boats,  and  landed 
on  the  norl.li  end  of  the  island.  The  I^ritish  al)andoned 
their  works  in  that  part  of  the  island,  when  the  Ameri- 
cans landed,  and  retired  within  their  lines,  about  three 
miles  above  Newport.  This  being  perceived  by  the 
Americans,  they  moved  from  the  ferry  in  the  afternoon, 
and  encamped  upon  the  high  ground  known  as  Quaker 
Hill,  between  ten  and  eleven  miles  north  of  Newport. 
I)y  an  agreement  with  tlie  Count  D'Hstaing,  who  com- 
manded the  French  squadron,  it  was  expected  that 
the  army  v/uuld  be  joined  ]jy  four  thousand  marine^  as 
S(u;n  as  it  l.-inded  011  ilic  island.  Tp.l-  breiicli  CM;n- 
mauilcr,  ho\ve\'er,  insterul  of  landing  his  maiiiio  ;is 
he  liad  promised,  sailed  away   to  attack  the  British 
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fleet  wliich  had  appeared  off  Newport  011  the  day  be- 
fore. 

Though  greatly  disappoii]ted  by  this  action  on  the 
part  of  their  PVench  allies,  the  Americans  continued 
the  preparations  for  attack.  On  the  15th,  in  the  expec- 
tation of  the  "speedy  return  of  the  French  squadron," 
the  army  marched  forward  in  three  divisions,  too*k  post 
within  two.  miles  of  the  enemy's  lines,  commenced  the 
erection  of  batteries,  and  soon  afterwards  opened  a  hre 
of  balls  ai;d  bombs  upon  the  British  works.-'  Glover's 
brigade  was  on  the  left  of  tlie  line,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Bigelow,  the  general  having  been  placed  tempo- 
rarily on  the  staff  of  General  Sullivan.  The  French 
fleet  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance,  and  the  Americans 
were  forced  to  abandon  the  siege. 

The  time  for  which  the  ^Massachusetts  volunteers  had 
enlisted  having  nearly  expired,  and  the  plans  of  General 
Sullivan  having  been  defeated  through  the  perfidy  of 
the  French  admiral,  it  became  necessary  to  induce  the 
soldiers  to  remain  for  some  time  after  the  expiration 
of  their,  term  of  service.  Accordingly,  on  the  20th  of 
August,  General  Sullivan  addresst- d  them  in  the  general 
orders  as  follows  :  "  While  the  commander-in-chief  es- 
teems it  his  dutv  to  return  his  warmest  acknowledo- 
ments  to  the  truly  spirited  citizens  of  Salem  and 
IMarblehead,  who  so  cheerfully  turned  out  to  take  charge 
of  the  boats,  and  who  have  hitherto  executed  their  trust 
to  so  universal  satisfaction,  he  cannot  help  expressing 
his  concern  that  the  term  of  time  they  agreed  for  is  so 
nearly  expired  ,  it  gives  him  the  most  sensible  pain  to 
reflect  that  the  unfavorable  weather,  the  absence  of  the 
hh"cnch  fleet,  and  some  (.)ther  urifove.-eeii  :md  unrortun.ate 
e\'enls,  1ki\'c  l-.-iigriiened  out  tlie  o] H.  r:> li- and  la\-  him 
under  a  nece^sit)'  of  calling  (>n  iho.^e  men  (who  ought 
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to  have  returned  with  the  thanks  of  the  army  and  coun- 
try in  general )  to  continue  the  sacrifice  they  are  making 
of  their  private  interest  a  few  days  longer,  to  see  the 
business  they  are  so  nobly  engaged  in  completed,  and 
this  island  again  restored  to  the  domination  of  the 
United  vStates.''^ 

The  French  admiral,  on  the  return  to  his  squadron, 
having  announced  his  determination  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Boston,  General  Glover  joined  with  the  other  Amer- 
ican o'enerals  in  sic^iiinc*-  a  remonstrance  ao'airist  the 
withdrawal  of  the  squadron  at  such  an  important  crisis  ; 
but  without  avail.  The  squadron  sailed  avray  on  the 
23d,  and  the  American  army  was  left  to  work  its  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

Discouraged  b)'  this  a])rupt  withdrawal  of  the  French, 
between  two  and  three  thousand  of  the  American  volun- 
teers left  for  home  on  th.e  following  day.  Not  so  with 
the  volunteers  from  vSalem  and  ]\[arblehead.  Their  time 
of  service  had  expired,  but  they  would  not  desert  the 
army  at  a  time  when  their  services  were  so  necessary. 

The  American  force  ha\'ing  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  pcrHd)-  of  the  French,  and  the  desertion  of  so  large  a 
number  of  \'olunteers,  a  retreat  was  determined  upon, 
which  began  on  the  night  of  the  aSth,  with  great  order 
and  secrecy.  Tlie  position  of  the  arm\'  was  changed 
from  the  advanced  batteries  before  the  lines  of  the 
British,  to  an  eminence  known  as  Butt's  Hill,  about 
twelve  miles  from  Newport,  The  retreat  was  not  dis- 
covered until  morning,  when  the  Britisli  succeeded  in 
obtaining  an  advantageous  position  on  Quaker  Hill,  a 
little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  American  front.  During 
the  skirmishing  which  ensued  between  the  adx'anee 
corp-^  of  tile  two  armies,  the  Anieviean  left  wa.>  Vvx-n- 
furct-d  b\-  a  regiment  irom  (ile\"e]'V  briL^ade.     At  al'i/iii. 


fl, 


192  THE  HIvSTORY  AXD  TRADITIONS 

nine  o'clock  the  British  opened  a  severe  cannonade  npon 
the  Americans,  which  was  returned  with  great  spirit. 
Skirmishing  ensued  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  two 
British  sloops-of-war  and  some  small  armed  vessels 
sailed  up  the  river,  and  the  enemy's  troops,  under  cover 
of  their  fire,  advanced  in  force  to  turn  the  right  flank 
of  the  x\merican  arm)',  and  capture  the  redoubt  which 
protected  it.  They  were  twice  driven  back  in  con- 
fusion, when  a  third  effort  was  made  witli  greater 
numbers.  General  Sullivan  now  ordered  the  riglit  to  be 
reenforccd,  and  a  sharp  conflict  of  nearly  an  hour's 
duration  succeeded,  in  Vvdiich  the  artillery  of  both 
armies  played  briskly  from  the  hills.  Tlie  enemy  were 
at  length  routed,  and  fled  in  great  confusion  to  a  hill 
v/here  they  had  cannon  and  works  to  cover  them,  lea\'ing 
their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  iield.  The  action  must 
have  ended  in  the  ruin  of  tlie  British  army  had  not  the 
redoubts  on  the  hill  covered  them  from  a  close  pursuit. 
Immediately  upon  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  the 
right,  they  appeared  ad^-ancing  on  the  left,  in  conse-- 
quence  of  which  Glover's  brigade  and  General  T\der's 
militia,  supported  by  TitcomlVs  brigade,  ^vere  ordered 
to  ad\'ance  and  form  in  a  cross-road  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  enem\'.  Thev  accordingl}-  took  post,  and  a 
cannonade,  with  skirmishing,  ensued  and  continued  till 
dark.  It  was  not  judged  advisable  to  attack  them  in 
their  works,  as  the  Americans,  inferior  in  numbers  to 
the  enemy,  were  much  fatigued,  and  had  been  without 
provisions  or  refreshment  of  any  kind  for  thirty-six 
hours.^  The  Americans  had  tliirty  killed,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  wounded,  and  forty-four  missing.  The 
British  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  two  liundred  and 
ten.  and  twol\"e  missing. 

(.)n  the  following  n.iglu,  GeULr;;!  vSn]li\-an.  with  liis 
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army,  evacuated  Rhode  Island.  The  troops  were  trans- 
ported to  the  mainland  in  the  fiat-bottomed  boats,  which 
were  so  skilfully  manned  by  the  volunteers  from  I\Iar- 
blehead  and  vSalem  that,  before  midnight,  the  whole 
army  had  crossed  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

In  February,  1779,  General  Glover  Vv^as  granted  a 
furlough  bv  Congress,  and  returned  to  Marblehead  to 
adjust  his  j^rivfite  affairs.  He  evidently  did  not  remain 
long  from  his  brigade,  for  a  month  later,  on  the  depar- 
ture of  General  vSullivan,  the  command  of  the  department 
of  Providence  devolved  upon  him. 

On  tlie  30th  of  June,  Glover,  with  his  brigade,  marched 
from  Providence  to  join  the  main  army.  On  the  way, 
at  the  request  of  General  Parsons,  he  marched  to  Nor- 
walk  to  defend  that  town  against  the  British,  who  were 
advancing  upon  Connecticut. 

On  the  23c]  of  July  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Ridgeiield  and  remain  until  further  orders,  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  and  communicating  the  mo^'ements 
of  the'  enemy.  Hovv'  lo]ig  General  Glover  remained  at 
this  post,  is  uncertain;  but  in  November  he  was  with 
his  brigade  at  Peekskill,  whence  he  wrote  to  John 
Hawcock  on  the  25th  :  "The  spirit  of  rcenlisting  prevails 
much.  It  is  my  opinion,  had  I  money  to  pay  the  bounty 
as  resolved  by  court,  I  could  retain  the  greater  part  of  the 
nine  montlis'  men,  as  well  as  those  that  were  enp-acred  for 
tliree  \  cars,"  to  serve  during  the  war.  "  About  seventy 
have  already  reenlistcd  in  my  brigade  ;  my  money  is  all 
exhausted  ;  1  can  do  no  more.  It  is  idle  to  suppose  men 
who,  as  they  say,  have  been  so  often  neglected,  will 
engage  wpou  resolves  of  Court.  We  may  as  soon  expect 
lini,-s  lo  ])c  stormed  and  f'U'ls  to  be  taken  ])V  ]:>lans  of 
alliiek  drawn  npoi]  j^apL-r,  without  uk'U,  rn"ms  or  ammu- 
!iili>-n  Miifieieut  to  execute  tliosc  plans,  as  old  soldiers  to 
vcenlist  without  monev.     It  is  the  sinews  of  war.'' 
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"  The  whole  of  the  army  has  gone  into  winter  canton- 
ments except  General  Nixon's  and  my  brigades,  who 
are  now  in  the  held  (eight  hnndred  of  my  men  withont 
shoes  or  stockings )  enjoying  the  sweets  of  a  winter 
campaign,  while  the  worthy  and  virtnons  citizens  of 
America  are  endnring  the  hardships,  toils  and  fatignes 
incidental  to  parlonrs,  with  good  fires  and  sleeping  on 
beds  of  down."^ 

Dnring  the  summer  of  1780,  General  Glover  was  with 
his  brigade  at  West  Point,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  weeks  spent  in  ^Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  drafts  to  the  army.  At  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  unfortunate  IMajor  Andre,  Glover  had 
again  rejoined  his  brigade,  and  on  the  29th  of  vSeptember 
was  a  member  of  the  court  which  sentenced  the  spy  to 
death.  Andre's  heroic  conduct,  after  the  sentence  had 
been  imposed  upon  him,  inspired  the  admiration  of  all 
who  witnessed  it.  Though  his  mission,  had  it  been 
successful,  would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  American 
army,  his  captors  felt  that  the  chief  conspirator  was  the 
traitor  Arnold,  and  their  hearts  went  out  to  the  brave 
young  ofiicer  in  sympathy.  On  the  2d  of  October, 
when  the  execution  took  place,  General  Glover  was 
officer  of  the  day  and  was  deeply  affected  by  the 
scene.  Even  old  soldiers,  who  had  many  times  braved 
death  on  the  battle-field,  shed  tears  on  the  occasion  ; 
but,  though  the  necessity  of  the  execution  was  sin- 
cerely regretted,  no  one  questioned  the  equity  of  the 
sentence. 

During  the  following  winter  and  spring.  General 
Glo\'er  was  at  West  Point.  On  the  departure  of  Wash- 
ing-ton Vs-ilh  the  allied  armies  for  \'iroinia,  his  brigade 
foniK'd  a  ]>:\ri  of  tlic  force  wliich  was  left  to  protecl  the 
l-Piulsou  Highlands,  under  connnand  ol  General  rleatli. 

^U}>haiu's  Mi  tKcir  of  Gu  :t-y. 
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During  the  march  of  the  army  for  Peekskill,  Glover  had 
command  of  Lincoln's  division. 

We  learn  little  of  the  doings  of  Glover  and  his  men 
from  this  time  until  the  12th  of  November,  when  he 
commanded  a  foraging  expedition  of  which  his  brigade 
formed  a  part,  and  for  which  he  was  subsequently 
thanked  in  the  general  orders  of  General  Heath. 

The  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown  in  October, 
1781,  had  decided  the  great  contest  in  favor  of  the 
Americans,  and  though  the  army  was  not  disbanded, 
nor  the  treaty  of  peace  signed  till  two  years  later,  the 
v/ar  w\as  virtually  at  an  end.  Enlistments  for  the  armv 
went  on,  however,  for  some  time,  and  in  the  spring  of 
17S2  General  Glover  w^as  ordered  to  ^lassachusetts  to 
take  charp-e  of  the  musterino-  and  forwardino-  recruits.''* 
This  was  the  last  service  rendered  by  Glover  as  a  general 
in  the  American  army,  and  with  it  must  end  our 
account  of  the  part  taken  by  the  men  of  ^vlarblehead  in 
the  various  movements  upon  the  land.  Throughout  the 
war  they  were  distinguished  for  their  bravery  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  duty.  Whether  in  camp,  or 
on  the  march  ;  leading  the  advance  in  an  attack,  or 
,  covering  a  retreat ;  everywhere,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, the  same  steady  resolution  characterized  their 
actions. 

^  General  Glover  retired  from  the  army  on  account  of  his  rapidly  failing 
health,  and  in  July,  1782,  was  placed  on  the  half-pay  establishment  by 
resolution  of  Congress,    lie  died  January  30,  1797. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Having  followed  the  men  of  IMarblehead  as*  far  as 
possible  tlirougli  the  various  campaigns  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  their  exploits 
upon  tho  water.    The  naval  history  of  the  war  for 
Independence  can  never  be  fully  written.    Many  of  the 
most  daring-  exploits  of  men  in  pri\'ate  armed  vessels 
must  forever  remain  unknown.    The  information  to  be 
obtained  from  the  records  of  the  period  is  very  meagre, 
and  reliance  must  be  placed  prin- 
cipally upon  newspaper  reports  of  -  ~ 
engagements,  and  the  log  books  "  v<y 
and  private  journals  of  seamen.                 7:y  -r:^  - ' 
The  rest  is  traditionary. 

In    another    chapter,    an    ac-  , '  ^ 

count  has  already  been  given  of     X  >i 
the 'early  captures  by  Captains  ,        \     ;  - 

Broughton,  Selman  and  Man.h',        4.   H         ,  ^ 
in  vessels    fitted    out   hv  order  :--'v'  i  ;^v> 

of  General  Washington,  and  of  ^ 

J      •  C         T)      ■{  '  A  C0^^MODOKE  SAMUEL  TUCKER. 

Captain  iMugiord's  heroic  capture 

of  the  transport  Hope,  and  his  subsequent  death  while 
defending  his  vessel  against  the  boats  of  the  British  fleet. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1776,  Captain  I\ranly  was 
given  the  command  of  the  armed  schooner  Hancock, 
and  became  connnodore  of  a  fleet  of  six  \-essels  fitted  out 
by  order  of  Gtnh.'ral  Waslnni^toi!.  'i'hc  uiIkt  schooiK-rs 
were  tliL'  L(-c,  Captain  \\'al(,r->  ;  llu-  }M\ii].klin,  Ca[)i:iiii 
vSanuiel  Tucker;  the  Harri>un,  Cajii:iin  ])\-er;  the 
Lynch,  Captain  Ayres  ;  and  tlie  \\"arren,  Ca])tain  Burke. 
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Captains  Waters,  Tucker  and  Dyer  were  commissioned 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1776,  while  the  last  three  com- 
manders did  not  obtain  their  commissions  until  the  first 
of  February. 

It  is  related  of  Captain  Tucker,  that  when  the  express 
with  liis  commission  rode  up  to  his  door,  the  gallant 
captain,  with  his  sleeves  rolled  up,  and  with  a  tarpaulin 
hat  slouching  over  his  face,  was  engaged  in  chopping 
wood  in  the  yard.    Tlie  ofhcer  thouglit  tliat  he  must 

have  mistaken  the  direc- 
-  tion,  and  exclaimed,  some- 

.  '   ■ /%  t  l^--:-^-^  what  roughly  : 

/--r^Ti?r>v  say,  fellow,  1  wish 

^  V  "         y^^^'  would  tell  me  if  the 

^  x>,^,  \        ;i       .  "    Honorable  Samuel  Tucker 

Hves  hereabouts  !  " 
,     ■ "Honorable!  honor- 
-^^-■^'-^  "    '  able  !  "  said  Tucker,  with 

HOME  OK  coMMccoKK  T.cKKK.         ^  shrcwd  look  at  th c  straU" 

ger  ;  "  tliere  is  not  any  man  of  that  name  in  ]\Iarbleliead. 
He  must  be  one  of  the  family  of  Tuckers  in  Salem.  I 
am  the  only  vSamucl  Tucker  there  is  here." 
'  The  gallant  look  and  deportment  of  the  young  man 
convinced  the  officer  that  he  could  n.ot  be  mistaken, 
and,  after  handing  him  his  commission  and  partaking  of 
refreshments,  he  returned  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge.^ 

On  the  following  day  Captain  Tucker  was  at  Beverly, 
superintending  the  fitting  out  of  the  Franklin,^  and  in  a 
short  time  sailed  on  his  first  cruise.  The  small  arms 
necessary  for  the  proper  armament  of  his  vessel  were 

^Shcppard's  y./Vc  0/  Tucker. 
-In  view  f.f         iiif  Tinciti-n  in  ('a;.rain  Mu^k^rd's  record  h—k. 

it  is  cv;  !l:>!.  ^        ■  :'      <  ■!",:         [  _:[■.:•■..■.:-      [  r.  irnuand  .1  li^u  I  ruid.'::; 

there  wcro  t'A  I'  ^'.h'i  )ners  nanitj>i  the  I'raiildin.  '1  hi>  iuu-tinies,  tiTai^li  in't 
t)ilen.  iiai.ii'jp.e.'l  wlicrc  vessels  were  i.>\vne'l  in  diiteienl  [ilaces. 
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purchased  with  his  own  private  funds,  and  the  banner 
under  which  he  sailed  was  the  handiwork  of  his  wife. 
In  a  short  time  he  fell  in  with  the  Britisli  ship  George 
and  tlie  brig  Annabel.  The  two  vessels  were  trans- 
ports, and  had  on  board  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
Highland  troops  inider  command  of  Col.  Archibald 
Campbell.  It  was  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
a  conflict  ensued  which  lasted  nearly  two  hours  and  a 
half.  At  length  the  British,  having  lost  a  large  num- 
ber of  men,  including  the  commander  of  one  of  the 
transports,  struck  tlieir  colors  and  surrendered.  The 
prizes  had  on  board  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  and 
military  stores.  Tucker  sustained  no  damage  in  the  loss 
of  men,  but  tjie  sails  of  his  scliooncr  were  completely 
riddled. 

During  the  month  of  April,  Connnodore  ^lanly  was 
transferred  to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Hancock,  of 
tliirty-two  guns,  and,  on  his  promotion,  the  command 
of  the  schooner  Hancock  was  given  to  Captain  Tucker. 
Shortly  after  taking  command  of  this  schooner.  Tucker 
captured  two  brigs  within  sight  of  a  British  man-of-war, 
arid  carried  them  into  Lynn.  One  of  tlie  brigs  was  from 
Cork,  ninet\-two  tons  burden,  laden  with  beef,  pork, 
butter  and  coal  ;  the  other,  of  about  one  hundred  tons 
burden,  was  fronn  the  Western  Islands,  and  laden  with 
wine  and  fruit. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1776,  Capt.  John  Lee,  of  ]\Iar- 
bleh.ead,  was  commissioned  counnander  of  the  privateer 
Nancy,  a  small  vessel  carrying  six  guns.  Ouu  afternoon, 
just  before  niglit,  he  discovered  a  lieavy  armed  merchant- 
man, whicli,  though  mucii  larger  tluin  his  own  vessel,  he 
rf>ol\'evl  to  caulurc.  Tlic  N.ir'A-  w;\s  s<)  low.  in  tlie 
water  tiiat  >:k  v.- as  Or  ■  c<  ■wv^-]  ]»y  iIk'  cnemw  As 
soon  as  the  riighi  became  .suilieie;ill\-  o  ivk,  I^ee  sailed  U}) 
to  the  ship,   liax'ing  extended  iiidi>llnet  lights  l)e\'oud 
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the  bowsprit  and  from  the  stern  of  his  vessel,  which 
gave  her  the  appearance  of  great  length.  The  English 
captain,  thinking  it  idle  to  contend  with  a  force  so 
much  superior  to  his  own,  as  he  thought  her  from  this 
stratagem,  struck  his  colors.  His  men  were  sent  on 
board  Captain  Lee's  small  vessel  in  boat-loads,  and  were 
easily  secured.  The  captain  was  among  the*  last  to 
leave  the  ship ;  and  when  he  stepped  upon  the  deck 
of  the  schooner,  and  saw  how  he  had  been  deceived,  he 
attempted  to  kill  himself.  He  was  prevented  by  Captain 
Lee  who,  by  courteous  and  gentle  treatment,  endea\'ored 
to  soothe  his  wounded  feelings.  During  this  cruise, 
Lee  captured  thirteen  prizes  which  were  sent  into  the 
port  of  Bilbao,  in  Spain.  Tlie  last  of  these  he  followed, 
in  order  to  superintend  the  trial,  condemnation  and  sale 
of  the  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  to  repair  liis  own  vessel. 

After  refitting,  he  sailed  into  the  British  Channel  on  a 
cruise,  and  was  chased  by  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Jarvis. 
Captain  Lee  made  every  effort  to  increase  the  speed  of 
his  vessel  bv  throwinp-  his  o-nn.s  and  other  heavv 
ordnance  overboard  ;  but,  fniding  it  impossible  to  escape, 
ran.  her  on  shore.  The  wreck  was  immediately  sur- 
>rounded  by  the  boats  of  the  ship,  and  the  officers  and 
crew  v^^erc  captured,  and  ultimately  landed  in  England 
and  sent  to  Fortoii  Prison.^  Of  their  treatment  wliile 
there,  and  the  escape  of  Captain  Lee,  we  have  more  to 
relate  hereafter. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1776,  the  sliip  Peggy,  uiounting 
six  three-pounders  and  two  two-pounders,  was  sent  into 
?\Iarblehead,  having  been  captured  by  tlie  privateers 
Hancock,  Captain  Tucker,  and  the  I'ranklin,  Captain 
Skinner.  Tlie  prize  was  from  vScotlaiid,  and  was  esti- 
nuiled  as  worth  Lilxjut  7^15.000  sterling.'- 

Ua/c  ij  Cel.  IV.  A\  I.u. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  October^ 
Tucker  captured  the  brig  Lively,  bound  from  Air  to 
Newfoundland,  which,  together  with  the  cargo  and 
crew,  was  sent  into  Boston.  Mr.  Slieppard,  in  his 
"Life  of  Commodore  Tucker,"  states  that  during  the  year 
1776  tlie  number  of  prizes  captured  by  that  daring 
commander  was  from  thirty  to  forty,  including  ships, 
brigs  and  smaller  vessels,  many  of  them  with  very  val- 
uable cargoes,  and  some  of  them  armed  vessels. 

In  March,  1777,  Captain  Tucker  was  commissioned  as 
commander  of  the  frigate  }>oston.  It  is  probable  that  he 
did  not  assume  tlie  command  of  the  frigate  for  some 
time  after,  however,  as  would  seem  from  the  foil  owing- 
incident  of  naval  warfare,  during  wdiich  the  Boston  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Hector  ]\[cNeil. 

"  In  'Ma.y  of  this  year,  the  Hancock,  thirty-two,  Cap- 
tain John  ]Manly,  and  the  Boston,  twenty-four.  Captain 
Hector  IMcNeil,  sailed  in  company  from  Boston,  on  a 
cruise  to  the  eastward.  A  few  da)s  out,  or  in  the 
month  of  Alay,  the  Hancock  made  a  strange  sail,  early 
in  the  morning,  and  succeeded  in  getting  near  enough 
to, her  to  exchange  broadsides,  on  opposite  tacks,  the 
Hancock  usino-  her  starboard  and  the  enemv  her  larboard 
guns.  At  this  time  the  Boston  was  out  of  gunshot. 
FindiuQ;  that  he  had  to  deal  with  an  antagonist  of 
superior  force,  the  English  vessel,  v.diich  was  a  frigate, 
stood  on,  crowding  sail  to  escape.  The  Hancock  now 
went  about  in  pursuit,  when  Captain  ]\Ianly  sent  his 
people  from  the  guns,  and  ordered  them  to  get  their 
breakfasts.  As  the  Hancock  was  one  of  the  fastest  ships 
that  was  ever  built,  she  quickly  drew  up  abeam  of  the 
cliase,  which  renewed  her  fire  as  soon,  as  her  guns  would 
1")ear.  C.i])lain  r\laui\-,  howx'wr,  coniiiuuukd  lii.s  men 
nul  to  in>chargc  a  gun  unlil  f:iirk.-  :i]i>\]'^>i^Ac,  when  a 
warm  and  close  action  commenced  that  kisted  an  liour 
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and  a  half,  when,  the  Boston  drawing  near,  the  Knglisli- 
man  struck.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the  Fox,  of 
twenty-eight  guns.  In  this  action  the  Hancock  lost 
eieht  men,  and  the  Fox  thirty-two.  The  Boston  did 
not  fire  a  gun  until  just  after  the  Fox  had  struck,  when 
she  is  said  to  have  given  her  a  broadside,  the  Hancock 
being  in  the  act  of  lowering  tlie  boats  to  take  possession 
as  her  consort  ranged  up  on  the  beam  of  the  prize. 

"  Captain  ^lanly  now^  put  a  crew  on  board  the  Fox 
and  continued  liis  cruise,  but  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  fall  in  with  anything  of  moment.  On  the  ist  of 
June  the  three  sliips  appeared  off  Halifax,  in  com- 
pany, looking  into  the  harbor.  This  brought  out  the 
Rainbow,  a  fortv-four  on  two  decks.  Sir  George  Col- 
lier, the  Flora,  thirty-two,  and  the  Victor,  eighteen,  in 
chase.  Tlie  Americans  scattered,  the  Rainbow  and 
Victor  prcssiug  the  Hancock,  the  Flora  the  Fox,  while 
the  Bostou.  had  so  much  the  start  as  to  be  able  easily  to 
keep  aloof.  The  Flora  first  closed  witli  the  Fox,  which 
ship  she  recaptured  after  a  short  but  spirited  action. 
Tlie  wind  being  very  ligbit.  Captain  ]\Ianly  attempted  to 
lighten  his  sliip  by  pumping  out  the  water,  and  is 
believed  to  have  hurt  her  sailing-  bv  alterino;  her  trim. 
Finding  thiC  Rainl^ow  was  closing,  that  gallant  officer 
made  his  disposition  for  boarding,  and,  doubtless,  would 
have  made  a  desperate  effort  to  carry  his  powerful 
antagonist,  liad  the  wind  permitted.  The  air  remained 
so  light,  liowever,  tliat  the  Rainbow  got  him  fairly 
under  her  guu.s,  before  ]ie  could  get  near  enough  to 
accom]>lish  the  ol)ject,  the  \^ictor  getting  a  raking 
position  at  the  same  time  the  Hancock  struck. 

"  C:u>ta!n  McXeil  was  mucli  censured  for  abandcninL^ 
hi>  contort  on  lliis  ucca:-i(_)n,  and  was  disnii>^L:d  iriini 
tile  >cr\-ice  ir^  c» 'n>c( jUen.ce." ' 

U:o..por-s  .\';:v;/  History. 
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vShortly  after  this  event,  Captain  Tucker,  upon  v/hom 
the  rank  of  commodore  had  been  conferred,  sailed  on  a 
cruise  in  the  Boston.  While  out  he  fell  in  ^vith  a 
frigate  much  larger  than  his  own  and  carried  her  by 
boarding.  The  marines  were  led  by  lieutenant  INIagee, 
a  brave  young  officer,  who  was  killed  the  moment  his 
feet  struck  the  enemy's  deck.  Captain  Tucker,  who 
had  brought  his  ship  gun  to  gun  with  the  British 
frigate,  leaped  into  the  midst  of  his  adversaries,  cutting- 
down  all  before  him.  The  loss  of  life  on  board  tlie 
frigate  was  very  great,  and  she  soon  struck  her  colors 
and  became  the  prize  of  the  Boston. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October,  or  early  in  the 
month  of  November,  1777,  the  brigantine  Penet,  Cap- 
tain John  Harris,  of  IMarblehead,  master,  sailed  for  the 
port  of  Nantes,  in  the  kingdom  of  France.  Captain 
Harris  was  charged  by  the  Board  of  War  with  the 
important  duty  of  conveying  ]\Ir.  Austin,  who  carried 
important  papers  from  the  government,  to  the  first  port 
that  could  be  made  in  France  or  vSpain.  The  passage 
was  made  in  safety,  and  the  Penet  returned  with  a  cargo 
and-  several  seamen  who  had  been  discharged  from 
American  ships  in  France.  Captain  Plarris  subsequent- 
ly sailed  in  private  armed  vessels,  and  in  1779  was 
sailing-master  on  board  a  ship  commanded  by  Capt. 
John  Conway,  of  ]\Iarble]iead.  On  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, of  that  year,  they  fell  in  with,  and  were  captured 
by  a  British  sliip  of  a  larger  size  than  their  own,  though 
not  without  a  spirited  engagement.  The  American 
vessel  was  at  length  obliged  to  strike  her  colors.  After 
the  battle  was  over,  and  the  American  seamen  had 
surrendered  thfmsL-]\-es  as  jn'isoucrs,  a  lieutenant  of  the 
Jh'itish  sliij\  seizcci  a  musket,  aiul  aimin;^-  at  Captain 
Harris,  slh't  Iriiii  tiirt-n^i^li  tlie  liead,  killing  him  instant- 
1\'.    The  murder  was  deliberate  and  intentional,  and  is 
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only  one  of  many  instances  of  brutality  on  the  part  of 
British  officers. 

On  the  loth  of  February,  1778,  Commodore  Tucker, 
who  had  ag-ain  been  commissioned  as  commander  of  the 
Boston,  received  orders  to  carry  the  Hon.  John  Adams 
as  envo}'  to  France.  I\Ir.  Adams  took  with  him  his 
son,  John  Ouincy  Adams,  then  about  eleven  years  of 
age.  The  Boston  experienced  a  great  deal  of  unpleasant 
weather  during  the  passage,  and  was  several  times 
chased  by  British  cruisers  which  had  been  sent  out  to 
capture  her.  Commodore  Tucker  succeeded  in  eluding 
them  all.  On  the  nth  of  IMarch,  he  fell  in  with  the 
armed  sliip  ]\lartha,  botuid  from  London  to  New  York 
with  a  vahiable  cargo.  As  the  Boston  sailed  up  to  her, 
the  decks  were  cleared  for  action,  and  the  men  were  at  tlie 
guns  ready  for  battle.  Noticing  Air.  Adams  standing 
among  the  marines  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  Commodore 
Tucker  in  tones  of  authority  ordered  him  to  leave  the 
deck.  Air.  Adams,  however,  continued  at  liis  post, 
when,  at  last,  Tucker  seized  him  and  forced  him  away, 
exclaiming  as  he  did  so,  "  I  am  commanded  by  the 
Continental  Congress  to  deliver  you  safe  in  France,  and 
you  nuist  go  down  below,  sir.-'  Air.  Adams  accordingly 
k'ft  the  deck.  The  Boston  fired  but  one  p-nn  at  the 
enemy,  who  returned  three,  and  then  struck  his  colors. 
The  prize  was  nmnned  and  sent  into  Boston,  and  Tucker 
kept  on  liis  course  to  France,  arriving  at  Bordeaux  on 
the  3Tst  of  Alarch.  On  the  nth  of  Alay,  the  Boston, 
having  refitted,  again  put  to  sea.  Between  the  19th  and 
23d  of  June,  Tucker  captured  three  prizes,  one  of  which 
was  sent  to  Boston  and  tlie  otlier  two  to  L'Orient.  On 
tlie  3d  di  Jnlv  the  I'c'^tDn  ]-)Ht  into  L'C)rient,  where  slie 
i\iiKiin'-d  until  liic  i>t  of  Angu-'-t.  }Ia\-ing  sold  his 
prize-,  'i'uckev  sailed  for  X;iiili.s,  wlK-re  lie  was  joined  b\- 
Cumni.jdr're  Wbippk-,  in  tlie  kre\-idence.     The  next  day, 
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August  8,  they  sailed,  and  on  the  14th  arrived  at  Brest^ 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  ship  Ranger,  commanded 
by  Captain  vSinipson.  On  the  2 2d,  the  three  ships  sailed 
in  company,  and  two  days  later  they  captured  the  brig 
Sally,  Captain  Ward.  Early  in  September,  Tucker 
gave  chase  to  a  brig  called  the  Friends,  and  took  it,  and. 
•on  tlic  9th,  he  captured  the  snow  Adventure,  Captain 
vSymes.  While  crossing  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfound- 
land, the  three  frigates  were  separated,  but  subsequently 
they  all  arrived  safe  at  Portsmouth. 

During  the  latter  part  of  tlie  year  1778,  Captain  John 
Lee,  wlio  for  more  tlian  two  years  had  been  confined  in 
Forton  Prison,  England,  succeeded,  by  a  most  remark- 
able adventure,  in  effecting  his  escape.  Throughout  the 
entire  period  of  his  detention,  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
Captain  Lee  suffered  the  most  cruel  treatment.  The 
cells  were  damp  and  cold,  the  provisions  scanty,  and  of 
the  meanest  kiiid,  and  the  bed-clothing  was  not  sufficient 
to  protect  him  from  the  deleterious  effects  of  his  com- 
fortless position.  Being  without  funds  he  was  unable 
to  purchase  even  wearing  apparel  enough  to  decently 
co\'*cr  his  person,  and  -in  a  short  time  his  naturally 
robust  and  vigorous  constitution  was  seriously  impaired. 
Three  times  he  attempted,  with  a  few  of  his  companions 
in  misery,  to  effect  an  escape.  They  were  detected,  how- 
ever, and  as  a  punishment  were  confined  in  a  filthy  and 
comfortless  apartment  called  the  "  Black  Hole,"  where 
their  sufierino-s  were  oreatlv  increased.  • 

When  again  allowed  the  range  of  the  large  apartments 
and  yard  of  the  prison,  he  was  informed  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  establishment  that  there  was  a  person  at 
the  gate,  who  had  been  authorized  and  desired  to  have 
an  interview  with  him.  On  going  to  the  entrance  of 
the  prison  lie  found  a  well  but  plainh'  dressed  gentle- 
man, who,  as  soon  as  he  presented  himself,  asked  :  Are 
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you  Captain  John  Lee  of  Marblehead  ? "    and  being 
answered  in  tlie  affirmative,  he  presented  a  purse  con-  • 
tainino;  seventv-five  oruineas. 

Captain  Lee  asked  in  astonishment,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  such  a  timely  and  most  acceptable  present. 

No  matter,"  was  the  answer,  and  then  the  gentleman 
observed  :  "  With  a  part  of  those  funds,  purchase,  or 
procure  in  some  manner,  a  complete  suit  of  uniform, 
like  those  worn  by  the  soldiers  of  the  guard  ;  and  this 
evening  place  yourself  in  some  obscure  corner  or  posi- 
tion, whence,  when  they  go  the  rounds,  you  can 
unperceived  fall  into  the  ranks,  and  come  out  into  the 
yard.  But  as  there  are  sentinels  who  must  be  passed 
before  you  reach  the  street,  the  countersign  Vv'ill  be 
required  ;  "  which  was  then  whispered  in  his  ear,  and 
the  unknown  gentleman  disappeared. 

By  using  the  gold  freely  and  adroitly,  during  the  day, 
Captain  Lee  was  enabled  to  obtain  the  requisite  dress, 
and  following  the  instructions  wdiich  he  had  received, 
he  fell  into  the  ranks  as  tlie  guard  passed  through  the 
prison,  and  soon  reached  the  yard.  Then,  giving  the 
countersign  he  passed  the  guard  at  the  outer  gate,  and 
found  himself  alone  in  the  street.  The  night  was  very 
dark,  and  the  roads  were  entirel}'  unknown  to  him,  so 
that  he  did  not  know  w'here  to  go,  or  what  next  to  do. 
While  he  was  endeavoring  to  come  to  some  decision, 
in  this  perplexing  dilemma,  the  gentleman  who  gave 
him  the  purse  came  up,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
congratulated  him  upon  his  good  fortune.  Then, 
conductino;  him  to  a  carriaoe  which  was  waitine  at  a 
little  distance,  the  gentleman  requested  him  to  enter  it, 
and  stated  that  the  coachman  had  instructions  where 
to  convev  him.  As  he  entered  the  carriage  tire  oentle- 
man  v;ished  him  a  ].)rosperous  and  safe  return  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  was  about  taking  his  leave,  when  Captain  Lee 
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again  asked  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  such  a  humane 
and  generous  act.  He  answered  "  No  matter  ; "  and 
after  directing  the  coachman  to  move  off,  he  bowed 
and  said,  *'  P'arewell,  God  bless  you,"  and  w^as  soon  out 
of  sight.  On  his  arrival  in  America,  Captain  Lee  related 
the  circumstances  of  his  escape  to  his  brother,  Col. 
William  R.  Lee,  and  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  know 
who  the  gentleman  could  have  been,  and  what  were  his 
motives  for  extending  assistance  to  an  utter  stranger  and 
a  natural  enemy.  Colonel  Lee  replied  :  "  J  can  inform 
you.  When  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army  arrived 
at  Cambridge  as  prisoners  of  war,  I  had  the  command 
of  the  troops  which  v/ere  stationed  there  as  a  guard  ; 
and  again  for  several  montlis  previous  to  his  departure 
for  England.  When  I  waited  upon  him,  to  take  leave 
on  the  day  of  his  departure,  he  thanked  me  in  the  most 
cordial  manner  for  my  attentions,  and,  as  he  expressed 
it,  the  - gentlemanly  and  honorable  manner  in  which  I 
had  treated  him  and  his  officers,  and  wished  to  know 
wliethcr  there  was  anything  which  he  could  do  for  me 
when  he  reached  Knofland.  I  informed  him  I  had  a 
brother  who  for  more  than  two  years  had  been  confined 
in  Forton  Prison  ;  and,  as  he  was  entirely  destitute  of 
funds,  I  should  consider  it  a  great  favor  if  he  would  take 
charge  of  seventy-five  guineas,  and  cause  them  to  be  de- 
livered to  him  on  his  arrival.  He  replied  :  '  Why  did 
you  not  inform  me  before  that  you  had  a  brother  a 
prisoner  in  England  ?  You  shall  not  send  any  money  to 
him  ;  I  will  see  that  it  is  supplied,  and  shall  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  do  ever^'thing  in  my  power  to  render 
his  situation  as  comfortable  as  possible.'  I  thanked  him 
for  his  generous  proffer  of  services,  but  informed  him  that 
I  could  not  consent  to  receive  pecuniary  aid,  and  desired 
as  a  special  favor  that  he  would  be  so  kind  as  to  deliver 
you  the  purse  which  I  put  into  his  hand.    '  It  shall  be 
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done,'  he  said,  '  and  yon  may  be  assnred  that  I  shall  find 
him  ont,  and  see  that  he  is  well  provided  for  in  all  re- 
spects.' Thns,  it  is  evident  that  yon  are  indebted  to 
General  Bnrgoyne  for  yonr  fortnnate  escape  from  the 
horrors  of  a  prison."^ 

Dnring  the  spring  and  smnmer  of  1779,  Commodore 
Tncker,  in  the  frigate  Boston,  sailed  on  several  remark- 
ably snccessfnl  crnises.  Dnring  the  month  of  Jnne 
alone,  he  captured  seven  prizes,  six  of  which  were 
armed  vessels.  Of  these,  the  most  important  were  the 
Pole,  a  frigate  of  two  hundred  tons  burden,  mounting 
twenty-four  guns,  and  the  sloop-of-war  Thorn,  mounting 
sixteen  guns.  The  Pole  was  captured  without  the  fir- 
ing of  a  gun  on  either  side.  As  soon  as  Tucker  saw 
the  ship  in  the  distance,  he  knew  her  to  be  a  British 
frigate,  and  boldly  sailed  up  to  her.  Disguising  his 
own  ship  with  English  colors,  lie  prepared  for  action, 
and,  having  obtained  a  commanding  position,  hoisted 
the  An^ierican  flag  and  ordered  an  instant  surrender. 
Tlie  commander  of  the  British  frigate,  seeing  that  re- 
sistance vvas  in  vain,  struck  his  colors.  The  prize  was 
subsequently  sold  for  ^103,000,  the  sale  of  the  coal  and 
provisions  found  on  board  increasing  the  amount  to 
nearly  /'i  20,000. 

In  the  meantime.  Commodore  Manl}',  who  two  years 
before  had  been  captured  by  the  British  and  sent  to 
prison,  was  exchanged.  Upon  regaining  his  freedom, 
he  at  once  assumed  command  of  the  privateer  Cumber- 
land. While  cruising  in  her,  he  was  captured  by  the 
British  frigate  Pomena,  and  carried  into  Barbadoes, 
where  he  and  his  officers  were  imprisoned.  All  their 
applications  to  obtain  paroles  were  rejected.  They 
finally  succeeded  in  effecting  an  escape,  and  seizing  a 
sloop,  saiU'd  for  Martinico,  wliere  they  arrived  in  safety. 

^Frum  the  inanviscript  Life  of  Col.  W.  R.  Lee. 
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Manly  was  afterwards  in  command  of  the  privateer 
Jason,  which  had  been  captured  from  the  British  short- 
ly before  his  escape.  While  on  a  cruise,  during  the 
month  of  July,  he  was  attacked  by  two  British  priva- 
teers, one  of  eighteen  guns,  and  the  other  of  sixteen. 
In  the  enoao-ement  which  ensued,  jManlv  behaved  with 

too  '  ^ 

great  bravery,  and  reserved  liis  hre  until  he  came  close 
up  with  his  adversaries.  Running  between  them,  he 
first  discharged  a  broadside  into  the  eighteen-gun  vessel, 
killing  and  wounding  nearly  thirty  of  her  crew.  He 
then  gave  her  consort  the  other  broadside,  when  botli 
vessels  surrendered  and  became  his  prizes. 

In  July,  Commodore  Tucker,  in  the  Boston,  sailed  on 
a  cruise  in  company  with  the  frigate  Deane,  commanded 
by  Captain  Nicholson.  On  the  15th  they  captured  the 
privateer  Enterprise,  of  seventeen  guns  and  eighty  men, 
and  shortly  after  the  sloop-of-war  ]\Iermaid,  a  tender  of 
the  frigate  \^igilant.  During  a  part  of  the  time,  the 
Boston  and  Deane  were  accompanied  by  the  United 
States  frigate  Confederacy.  A  large  number  of  prizes 
were  taken  during  this  cruise,  thirteen  of  which  were 
taken  by  the  Boston  alone  without  the  assistance  of  the 
,  other  frigates.  Among  their  captures  was  the  ship  Earl 
of  Glencairn,  mounting  twenty  guns,  with  a  cargo  of 
dry  goods,  the  invoice  of  which  amounted  to  ^40,000, 
besides  four  hundred  barrels  of  provisions,  and  fifty 
puncheons  of  rum.  They  also  took  the  brig  Venture, 
bound  from  ]\Iadeira  to  New  York,  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pipes  of  I^Iadeira  wine  ;  and  four  British  priva- 
teers, which  were  sent  into  Philadelphia. 

In  November  of  this  >"ear,  the  letter  of  marque  Eree- 
mason,  Capt.  Ijcnjamin  Bodcn,  sailed  from  ]\Iarblehead 
to  ^lartinico.  vShe  carrit-d  six  guns  and  fifteen  men. 
C)n  her  passage  she  was  taken  by  a  Britisli  privateer 
sloop,  mounting  sixteen  guns.    Tlie   captain,  second 
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mate  and  a  boy,  were  left  011  board  the  Freemason,  but 
the  first  mate,  Robert  Wormsted,  with  the  rest  of  the 
crew,  was  carried  on  board  the  privateer.  The  prison- 
ers were  handcuffed  and  thrust  into  the  hold,  and  at 
night  the  hatchway  was  closed.  Here,  Wormsted  con- 
ceived a  plan  of  escape  which  was  successfully  executed. 
His  handcuffs  were  so  large  that  he  could  \<'ith  little 
exertion  get  rid  of  them  and  set  the  rest  at  liberty.  He 
proposed  rising  upon  the  privateer  the  next  day,  when 
the  captain  should  be  taking  the  sun.  At  first  tlie 
attempt  was  thought  to  be  too  desperate,  they  being  so 
few  in  number  compared  with  the  crew  on  board.  At 
length,  however,  Wormsted  prevailed  with  his  com- 
panions, and  they  solemnly  bound  themselves  to  do 
their  utmost.  His  plan  was  to  spring  upon  deck  and 
knock  down  the  captain,  and  they  were  to  follow  and 
do  their  part.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day  their 
courage  was  put  to  the  test,  and  in  a  few  moments  the 
captain  and  many  others  were  laid  prostrate  upon  the 
deck.  Their  pistols  were  taken  and  aimed  at  the  en- 
emy in  the  cabin,  who  surrendered  without  opposition. 
Wormsted  then  bore  down  upon  the  schooner  and 
ordered  her  to  strike  her  colors.  Captain  Boden  cried 
for  jo>',  and  his  captors  were  as  much  chagrined  as 
astonished  at  this  unexpected  reverse  of  fortune.  Worm- 
sted, as  commander,  had  the  English  flag  lowered,  and 
the  American  hoisted.  Having  ordered  the  British 
ofiicers  and  sailors  to  be  handcuffed  and  thrust  into  the 
hold,  he  appointed  Captain  Boden  prize-master,  and 
directed  him  to  steer  for  Guadaloupe.  There  in  due  time 
they  arrived  in  triumph,  and  were  received  with  unusual 
testimonials  of  exultation.  The-  crew  of  the  privateer 
Were  Sent  to  prison  and  the  r)rize  was  sold  at  auction. 
Having  loaded  his  vessel,  Wormsted  sailed  for  ]\Iassachu- 
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setts,  and,  on  the  second  day,  was  again  captured  and  lost 
everything."! 

On  the  20th  of  November  the  frigate  Boston,  Commo- 
dore Tucker,  in  company  with  the  frigates  Providence, 
Queen  of  France,  and  Ranger,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  where 
they  arrived  during  the  latter  part  of  the  following 
month..  The  squadron  was  under  the  command  of 
Connnodore  Whipple.  The  frigates  remained  in  the 
harbor  during  the  entire  winter  and  spring  and,  dur- 
ing the  thirty  days'  siege  by  the  British,  rendered 
efficient  service  in  defense  of  the  city.  Commodore 
Tucker,  with  a  party  of  picked  marines,  succeeded  in 
demolishing  the  Beacon  Lighthouse  and  Fort  Johnson, 
both  of  which  it  Vv'as  feared  micrht  be  of  o-reat  service  to 
the  enemy.  The  work  in  both  instances  was  attended 
with  great  peril,  as  the  men  were  obliged  to  land  in 
boats  and  perform  their  labor  directly  under  the  guns 
of  the  British  fleet.  The  undertaking  was  executed 
with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  its  successful  accom- 
plishment was  hailed  witli  delight  by  the  American 
autliorities.  On  the  nth  of  ^lay,  after  having  withstood 
a  siege  of  thirty  days'  duration.  General  Lincoln,  who 
'  was  in  command  of  the  American  forces,  surrendered, 
and  Charleston  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British.  Com- 
modore Tucker  was  tlie  last  of  the  squadron  to  strike 
his  flag,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  action  a  special 
order  was  sent  to  him  to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  much 
of  striking  my  flag  to  your  present  force,"  replied 
Tucker,  "for  I  have  struck  more  of  your  flags  than  are 
now  flying  in  thiis  harbor." 

An  account  of  the  flrst  cruise  of  the  sloop-of-war 
Thorn,  after  ]u;r  capture  from  the  r)riti>]i,  and  of  tiie 
subsL-quL-nl  altvin}'!  to  seize  and  rL'sU)re  her  to  her  filmier 
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owners,  has  been  given  in  another  chapter.  On  the 
second  cruise  of  the  Thorn,  Capt.  Richard  Cowell,  of 
Marblehead,  was  appointed  commander,  and  she  had  a 
crew  of  one  hundred  and  twent)'  men.  Being  a  very 
enterprising  and  brave  officer,  he  made  many  captures, 
to  man  out  which  took  so  many  of  his  seamen  that  his 
crew  was  reduced  to  only  sixty,  in  chiding  officers  and 
boys.  He  therefore  concluded  to  return  to  port  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  reenforcement  of  seamen. 

Within  a  fev^'  days  after  having  commenced  his  liomc- 
ward  passage,  lie  fell  in  with  the  British  letter  of  marque 
St.  David,  of  twenty-two  guns.  He  first  asked  the 
opinion  of  his  officers  as  to  the  expediency  of  engaging 
a  ship  of  such  superior  size  and  armament,  and  appar- 
ently fully  manned.  Finding  that  the  officers  were  in 
favor  of  attacking  lier,  he  ordered  the  crew  to  be  mus- 
tered, and  having  represented  to  them  the  great  disparity 
of  force  between  the  two  ships,  he  observed,  "  Still  your 
officers  are  anxious  to  attack  her  ;  are  you  ready  to  go 
into  action?  They  instaritly  gave  three  hearty  cheers, 
as  an  emphatic  affirmative  response.  The  Thorn  imme- 
diateh'  ran  down  alongside  of  the  enemv,  and  bee^n  a 
desperate  engagement  at  close  quarters.  The  contest 
lasted  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the  St.  David  struck  her 
colors.  On  boarding  her  it  was  found  that  she  had  a  crew 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  having  taken  on 
board  seventy  marines  from  a  transport,  which  she  had 
fallen  in  with  in  distress.  The  captain  was  mortally 
wounded  and  one-third  of  the  crew  killed  or  wounded. 
Her  cargo  consisted  of  six  hundred  puncheons  of  Jamaica 
spirit.  Captain  Cowell  put  an  officer  and  twenty-five 
men  on  l)oard  thic  prize,  and  ordered  him  to  make  the 
ne.irest  port  ;  but  th.e  shij)  wlis  nux'er  heard  of  again. 

(.)n  tlic  n.-xt  cruise  of  tlic  Tliorn,  slie  was  connnandc'd 
h\-  Commodore  Tucker,  who  had  Ijccn  released  from  his 
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parole  given  at  Charleston  by  being  exchanged  for  a 
British  officer  of  eqnal  rank.  The  crew  of  the  Thorn 
was  composed  of  eighty-one  men  and  eighteen  bo}'S- 
"  She  had  been  cruising  about  three  weeks,  when  they 
fell  in  with  the  Lord  Hyde,  an  English  packet  of  twent)  - 
two  guns  and  one  hundred  men.  As  the  two  vessels 
drew  near,  the  commanders  hailed  eacli  other  in  the  cus- 
tomary \yay  when  ships  meet  at  sea,  and  the  captain  of 
the  Bnglisli  packet  cried  out  roughly  from  the  quarter- 
deck : 

"  Haul  down  your  colors,  or  I'll  sink  you." 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir,  directly,"  replied  Tucker,  calmly  and 
complacently  ;  and  he  then  ordered  the  helmsman  to 
steer  the  Thorn  right  under  the  stern  of  the  packet,  luff 
up  under  her  lee  quarters,  and  range  alongside  her.  The 
order  was  promptly  executed.  The  two  vessels  were 
laid  side  by  side  within  pistol  shot  of  eacli  other.  While 
the  Thorn  was  getting  into  position,  the  enemy  fired  a 
full  broadside  at  her,  which  did  but  littk^  damage.  As 
soon  as  she  was  brought  completely  alongside  her  ad- 
versary, Tucker  thundered  to  liis  men  to  fire,  and  a 
tremendous  discharge  followed,  and,  as  good  aim  had 
•  been  taken,  a  dreadful  carnage  was  seen  in  that  ill-fated 
vessel.  It  was  rapidly  succeeded  by  a  fresli  volley  of 
artillery,  and  in  twenty  minutes  a  piercing  cry  was  heard 
from  the  English  vessel :  "  Quarter,  for  Clod's  sake  ! 
Our  sliip  is  sinking !  Our  men  are  dying  of  their 
wounds!"  To  this  heart-rending  appeal,  Commodore 
Tucker  replied  :  "  How  can  you  expect  quarter  while 
that  British  flag  is  flying?"  The  sad  answer  came  back  : 
"  Our  halliards  are  shot  away  I  "  "  Then  cut  away  your 
ensign-mast,  or  you'll  all  be  dead  men."  It  was  done 
immediateh-  ;  down  came  the  colors  ;  the  din  of  cannon- 
adirig  ceased  and  onh  tlie  gio:in>  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  were  lieard.    Thirt}'-four  of  tlie  crew  of  the  ])rize. 
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with  the  captain,  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Her 
decks  were  besmeared  with  blood,  and  in  some  places 
it. stood  in  clotted  masses  to  the  tops  of  the  sailors' 
slippers."^  On  going  on  board  the  prize,  Conimodore 
Tucker  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  as  he  witnessed  the 
suffering  of  the  wounded,  "  Would  to  God  I  had  never 
seen  her  !  " 

During  the  year  17S0,  while  cruising  in  the  ship 
■Marquis,  of  sixteen  guns,  most  of  which  were  small 
four-pounders,  Capt.  Richard  Cowell  fell  in  with  a 
British  letter  of  marque.  vShe  niounted  twent^'-four 
guns  and  a  complete  set  of  men,  far  superior  in  numbers 
to  his  own.  Relying,  however,  on  the  spirit  and  bravery 
of  his  ofiicers  and  crew,  he  laid  his  ship  alongside  the 
enemy,  and  continued  there  for  nearly  tlu'ee  hours.  So 
near  v,'ere  the  two  ships  in  this  situation  tliat  the 
sponges  v.-ere  frequently  taken  from  one  to  the  other 
while  the  men.  were  in  the  act  of  loading.  One  man  on 
])oard  the  ^Marquis  was  nearl}-  taken  out  of  the  port  at 
whicli  he  was  stationed,  by  one  of  the  crew  of  the  enemy. 
This  gallant  and  licroic  action  would  undoul)tcdly  liave 
resulted  in  a  glorious  victory  for  Captain  Cowell;  but 
'  the  enemy,  after  having  expended  all  his  ammunition, 
hauled  off  from  his  op])onent,  and  the  disabled  state  of 
the  spars  an.d  rigging  of  the  IMarquis  prevented  tlie 
gallant  captain  from  pursuing  liim. 

In  March,  1781,  Commodore  Tucker,  who  had  again 
sailed  in  the  Thorn,  captured  two  prizes,  one  of  which 
was  a  shi])  from  Ijverpool,  moujiti ng  sixteen  six-pound- 
crs,  bound  to  Charlestown  witli  a  car<>-o  of  brand\'  and 

o 

dry  L^-oods.  The  other  was  a  packet  from  Jamaica  bound 
to  Ij'udou.  TiM-  emy'-igcuiL-iit  lasted  two  liours,  (hiring:' 
whirli  ilu-  |>aekc-t  had  loiir  m^'U  killi.d  and  fourlcx-i; 
wounded.     Xot   a   man  v.as   lost  on  board  the  Thorn. 
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During  the  month  of  j\Iay,  and  early  in  June,  Tucker 
captured  three  prizes,  namely,  a  sloop  from  St.  Eustatius 
bound  to  Halifax,  a  letter  of  marque  brig  of  fourteen 
guns,  bound  from  Antigua  to  Quebec,  laden  with "  rum 
and  molasses,  and  a  scow  laden  with  three  hundred 
hogsheads  of  sugar. 

Shortly  after  this,  he  captured  the  English  ship 
Elizabeth 'of  twenty  guns.  The  ship  was  bound  for 
Halifax  under  convoy  with  the  brig  Observer  of  sixteen, 
and  the  sloop-of-war  Howe,  of  fourteen  guiis.  Ascer- 
taining,^ that  two  smaller  vessels  with  valuable  carcrocs 
were  sailing  under  protection  of  the  convoy,  Tucker 
determined  to  intercept  them.  On  the  appearance  of 
the  fieet  Tucker  hoisted  the  English  flag  and  boldly 
sailed  into  the  midst  of  them.  Coming  up  between  the 
Elizabeth  and  the  Observer,  he  made  friendly  inquiries 
of  them,  and  then,  as  if  by  accident,  managed  to  get 
his  vessel  entangled  with  the  Elizabeth.  When  all 
was  in  readiness,  Tucker  lowered  the  English  flag  and 
hoisted  the  American,  at  the  same  time  giving  orders  to 
fire  a  broadside.  The  Elizabeth  flred  at  the  same  time. 
Before  the  English  captain  had  time  to  discharge 
another  gun,  thirty  picked  men  from  the  Thorn  boarded 
his  vessel.  Obtaining  possession  of  the  deck,  they 
drove  the  crew  below,  and  hauled  down  the  colors. 
The  brig  and  the  sloop-of-war  then  attempted  an  attack 
upon  the  Thorn,  but  Tucker  assumed  a  threatening 
attitude,  and  after  the  sloop-of-war  had  discharged  a 
broadside  both  vessels  sailed  away.  During  the  en- 
gagement the  Thorn  had  nine  men  killed  and  fourteen 
wounded. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  July,  the 
Thorn  was  ca})turc(l  by  the  Ih'ilish  lri^:itL  lliiul.  She 
v\-as  captui'cd  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ivi\  er  vSt.  Lawrence, 
and  Connnodore  Tucker,  with  his  crew  of  eighty  men, 
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was  landed  at  the  Island  of  St  John's,  to  be  conveyed 
to  Halifax. 

Shortly  after  they  were  landed  at  St.  John's,  Tncker 
and  the  officers  of  the  Thorn  were  placed  in  an  open 
boat  for  the  purpose  of  being  carried  to  Halifax.  A 
verbal  promise  was  exacted  from  Tucker,  that  he  would 
coast  along  the  shore  and  proceed  direct  for  Halifax  ; 
but  he  was  overpowered  by  his  officers,  who  were 
determined  to  escape.  They  accordingly  sailed  across 
IMassachusetts  Bay,  and  about  the  middle  of  August 
arrived  at  Boston  in  safety. 

This  was  the  last  cruise  made  hy  Commodore  Tucker 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  biographer  claims 
that  he  "  took  more  prizes,  fought  more  sea-fights,  and 
gained  more  victories,  than,  with  a  very  few  exceptions, 
any  naval  hero  of  the  age."    And  it  is  true. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  Capt.  Robert  Wormsted, 
of  ]\larblehead,  sailed  in  a  privateer  from  Salem.  When 
off  the  coast  of  Nova  vScotia,  he  fell  in  with  an  EnHish 
armed  vessel,  and  being  in  danger  of  capture,  ran  his 
vessel-  asiiore  and  abandoned  her.  After  travelino;  for 
som-e  time  through  the  woods,  Wormsted  and  his  men 
'again  came  to  the  water,  where  they  found  an  open 
boat,  wliich  they  seized  and  at  once  sailed  for  New 
England.  On  their  passage,  they  fell  in  with  a  \'essel 
from  Cork,  laden  with  linens,  butter,  candles,  etc., 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Americans  and  retaken  by 
the  British.  Captain  Wormsted  and  his  crew  boarded 
and  took  her  by  surprisal  without  arms.  They  were 
shortly  after  chased  by  a  Britisli  vessel,  which  bore 
dov/n  upon  them  so  rapidh',  that  tliey  were  obliged 
once  more  to  have  recourse  to  their  boat.  Hastil\' 
throwing  in  a  few  stores,  and  other  articles,  they  made 
their  escape,  and  finally  arrived  in  IMarblehead. 

During  the  month  of  November,  1:782,  the  ship  vSt. 
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Helena,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Stillwell,  sailed 
with  a  fleet  from  Havana  for  Philadelphia.  She  mount- 
ed twenty  gams  between  decks,  —  ten  of  which,  however, 
were  of  wood,  —  and  had  under  convoy  fifteen  American 
vessels,  which  had  previously  been  snbjected  to  an 
embarcro.  On  the  day  they  were  permitted  to  leave 
port,  the  St.  Helena,  in  attempting  to  get  nnder  way^ 
met  with  a  disaster  which  detained  her  till  sunset. 
The  fleet  was  beating  backward  and  forward  during  the 
night,  which  was  dark,  w^aiting  for  the  convoy.  The 
St.  Helena  passed  and  repassed  a  number  of  the  vessels. 
In  the  meantime  several  guns  were  heard,  supposed  to 
be  from  one  of  the  fleet.  At  lengtli,  about  midnight, 
she  was  saluted  with  a  broadside.  It  was  something- 
wholly  unexpected ;  the  men  were  fatigued  ;  no  one 
seemed  to  know  his  station,  and  great  confusion  ensued. 
Some  of  the  guns,  hov^ever,  were  soon  got  into  opera- 
tion, and  the  firing  continued  till  daylight,  when  the 
antagonist  was  found  to  be  His  Britannic  ^Majesty's 
brig  Livel)',  commanded  by  Captain  ^lichael  Stanhope. 
The  St.  Helena  was  also  v/ithin  reach  of  the  guns  of  the 
Jupiter,  a  ship  of  the  line.  Of  course,  her  colors  were 
'lowered,  and  the  men  taken  on  board  the  Liveh'.  Six 
days  afterwards,  it  was  discovered  tliat  the  crew  of  the 
St.  Helena  were  preparing  to  rise.  All  the  men  were 
consequently  confined  below,  and  were  suffered  to  come 
up  only  through  a  narrow  grating  one  at  a  time,  the 
hatchway  being  constantly  guarded  by  a  sentinel.  After 
six  days'  close  confinement,  five  of  the  Americans, 
namely,  Anthony  Caruer,  Joliii  J^riiicc^^  vSeth  Farrow, 
Li'Ti'is  Kiisscll^  and  Xatlian  Walker,  concerted  a  plan  for 
taking  the  V)rjg.  Accordingly,  a])()Ut  noon,  Walker 
disarmed  tlie  M-uiinel,  tovu;  (Uil  llu-  n.ir  wlncli  fastened 
tile  luileh.wav,  and  the  utlier  four  inst;iiitl\'  ru.shed  U}.>on 
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deck,  fought  in  a  most  desperate  manner,  and  in  a  few 
moments  took  the  vessel^  The  number  of  Americans 
on  board  the  Lively  was  forty-six.  They  immediately 
bore  away  for  Havana,  and  upon  their  arrival  at  that 
port,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  sell  tlie  prize  and  settle 
with  the  crew.  Of  this  committee,  John  Prince  was 
chairman,  and  after  having  disposed  of  the  prize,  he 
submitted  the  following  report 

"  Brig  and  materials  .        .        .  $18,000.00 

Cash  on  board    ....  1,827.00 

One  negro     .        .        .        .  380.00 

vSundry  goods  sold  on  board       .  124.00 

$20,331.00 

After  deducting  sundry  expenses  amounting  to  $1,556, 
the  money  Vv'as  divided  among  the  crew.'' 

The  end  of  the  year  1782  closed  the  maritime  war 
of  the  American  Revolution.  As  it  had  been  begun 
by  the  men  of  ^larblehead,  so  it  was  reserved  for  a 
^Marbleliead  connnander  to  close  it  with  a  brilliant 
achievement.  Conniiodore  ]Manly,  who,  in  1775,  hoisted 
the  first  American  flao-,^  and  on  board  the  little  schooner 
Lee  made  the  first  important  capture  of  the  war,  had 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  United  vStates 
frigate  Hague.  While  cruising  about  the  "West  Indies, 
he  was  chased  bv  an  Emrlish  seveutv-four,  and  ei'ounded 
on  a  sand  bank  near  Guadaloupe.  Three  ships  of  the 
line  having  joined  the  seventy-four,  they  came  to  anchor 
within  gunshot  of  the  Hague.  With  springs  on  their 
cables  the\'  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire.  Commodore 

^ALIcn's  Coiicctiois.  -Vxom  original  manuscript, 

"riio  cn^:-n  was  il;c  piue-trco  V.:.^.  aco.-i-lin-  to  Colonel  Kced,  ^\-]lo.  in  a 
Iclivr  (■ .  ( \.  .jicls  Gl  .vci  and  M  "}  la",     .-.  •  I  •         :r  20,  1775,  -ai'l :       I'k  asc 

kn'.-.v  oi.r  another.  Wiial  <io  you  ihnik  ■.^  a  wi.iu;  i^found,  a  tree  in  the 
nr,'!, ilc,  liie  MK'ttu,  'Ap'ical  to  Ho.uen?"" —  /.I'.^sm.  .  voi.  i.  ;70. 
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Manly  supported  this  cannonade  for  three  days.  On 
the  fourth  day  he  succeeded  in  extricating  his  ship 
from  her  periloiis  position,  when,  hoisting  Continental 
colors  at  tlie  main  topgallant  mast,  he  fired  thirteen  guns 
as  a  farewell  defiance,  and  boldly  sailed  away.  In 
due  time  the  Hague  arrived  safe  in  Boston. 

Shortly  after  this,  early  in  the  year  1783,  Captain 
Ambrose  James  sailed  from  St.  jMartin's  for  Marblehead. 
He  had  been  out  but  a  short  time  when  his  schooner 
was  taken  by  an  English  cruiser  and  pillaged  of  ever}' 
movable  article  on  board,  including  five  or  six  hundred 
dollars  in  cash.  Tlie  commander  of  the  cruiser  then 
ransomed  the  schooner  for  one  hundred  Johannes,  and 
took  Captain  Janies'  note  of  hand  as  security  for  the 
payment.  The  vessel  subsequently  arrived  in  Marble- 
head  without  further  molestation. 

]\Iany  years  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
numbers  of  those  who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  struggle 
were  living  in  ?\Iarblehead.  They  Vv^ere  all  aged  men, 
som€  of  whom  were  pensioners  of  the  government. 
One  of  them,  who  had  represented  the  town  in  both 
branches'  of  the  State  legislature,  and  who  was  at  the 
(ime  a  justice  of  the  peace,  obtained  from  each  of  these 
veterans  a  deposition  of  his  experience  during  the 
war.  As  in  nearly  every  instance  they  were  engaged 
the  greater  proportion  of  their  time  in  privateering,  it  is 
fitting  that  the  brief  narrative  of  their  experience  as 
contained  in  these  interesting  depositions  should  be 
given  in  this  chapter.^ 

Georgi<:  Cash  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Merritt's 
company,  of  Glover's  regiment. 

^  TliL-se  dopoiiti' 'US  were  talct-n  !>}•  C:';<t.  John  Prince,  and  were  CwUipilcil 
fi- -iin  the  on<:inri]  .•rpcL-:i!;y  f.r  ihi:;  w-t!;.  TLo  <d.:L>t  uf  the  dei'^iicnrs  was 
cii^liLy-live  years  ut'  a,L;e,  the  youni;esl  sixty-nine.  Some  of  the  statements 
were  taken  in  iSiS,  others  in  1S30,  and  slill  otllel^  in  1S36. 
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Mason  Harris,  a  sergeant  in  Captain  Sehnan's 
company.  ^Marched  to  Cambridge,  June  22,  1775;  re- 
turned to  Marbleliead,  December  31,  1775.  In  1778,  at 
Rhode  Island  forty-five  days. 

WiLT.iAM  Harris,  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Samuel  R. 
Trevett's  artillery  company  in  1775.  At  Cambridge 
]\Iay  24;  returned  June  22.  In  January,  1776,  enlisted 
in  Colonel.  Hitchcock's  reginient  and  was  at  Cambridge 
about  three  months,  having  entered  for  "during  the 
war."  Hired  a  man  to  take  his  place,  and  sailed  with 
Captain  Forrester  iri  tlie  sloop  Rover.  Afterv/ards  sailed 
with  Captain  Cole  in  the  Coronet ;  then  with  Captain 
Cowell  in  the  ship  IMarquis,  and  subsequently  with 
Captain  Reed,  in  the  same  ship.  His  last  cruise  was 
with  Captain  Valliso]i,  in  the  schooner  Hawk. 

William  Bean,  a  private  in  Captain  vSelman's  corn- 
pan}-.  Then  sailed  with  Capt.  John  White,  in  the  sloop 
Revenge.  Afterwards  v/ith  Captain  Warren,  in  the 
brig  Hamden,  and  subsequently  in  the  Springbird,  four 
cruises.  His  last  cruise  was  in  the  letter  of  marque 
Freemason. 

Richard  IMartin,  a  private  in  Captain  Selman's 
company  in  1775.  In  November  of  that  year  sailed 
with  Captain  vSelman  on  the  expedition  to  St.  John's 
IslaiUi  Was  stevv'ard  and  pilot  on  board.  Afterwards 
enlisted  in  the  fort  for  one  year,  and  subsequently  sailed 
in  the  Springbird. 

George  Tucker,  a  soldier  in  the  fort  during  the 
year  1775.  Afterwards  sailed  with  Captain  Fettyplace, 
in  the  sloop  Odione  ;  then  with  Captain  Hamilton,  in 
the  ship  Jason.  His  last  cruise  was  with  Captain 
Tucker,  in  the  schooner  Hancock. 

Abram  Moss,^  a  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Norman  Ban- 
croft's company.  Was  stationed  at  Bunker  Hill  for 
three  months  to  guard  General  Burgoyne's  troops.  Aft- 
erwards went  privateering  with  Captain  Hamilton,  in 
the  sliip  Jason.  Tlicn  sniled  on  a  cruise  with.  Captain 
Ci'<:>ss,  in  thu  bng  ^ri_-er,  lliivI  v;as  ca].")tni'cd  and  (.arric-'l 

'Tlii^  name  was  undnuhle^lly  Morse;  in  the  Mar'olclioad  vcrnncular,  how- 
ever, it  wouM  l»e  in-i)nouiii;cd  as  written  in  tlie  (le|V)siiiou. 
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to  St.  John's,  Newfoundland.  On  being  released  lie 
sailed  with  Captain  Neal  in  the  ship  Viper,  and  was 
again  captured  and  taken  into  Halifax.  From  there  he 
went  to  St.  Thomas,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  thence  to 
Hayti.  On  a  vo^'age  from  Hayti  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
he  was  again  captured  and  carried  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
From  there  he  was  sent  on  board  a  transport  to  New- 
York,  and  then  carried  to  Newfoundland. 

Charles  Florence,  a  lifer  in  a  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment. The  day  after  the  enemy  left  Bunker  Hill, 
marched  on  to  it,  and  saw  the  kittles  "  on.  the  fire  left 
by  them.  Was  there  about  five  weeks.  Afterwards 
sailed  with  Captain  Cole,  in  the  schooner  Oliver  Crom- 
w^ell,  and  manned  out  eleven  prizes.  Then  sailed  with 
Captain  Vallison  in  the  schooner  Plawk,  and  took  a 
large  Jamaica  ship  laden  with  sugar.  While  on  a  cruise 
wuth  Captain  Graves,  in  the  brig  Kagle,  he  was  captured, 
and  sent  to  Quebec,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months. 
He  w^as  then  transferred  to  Halifax,  and  thence  to  New^ 
York,  where  he  was  confined  on  board  the  prison  ship 
''Old  Jersey."  While  he  was  on  board  this  floating- 
prison,  a  ship  arri\'ed  from  Yorktown  with  a  number  of 
Britisli  officers,  who  had  been  taken  with  Cornwallis  and 
released  on  parole.  Ten  of  tlie  i)risr)ners,  of  whom  he 
was  one,  were  put  on  Ixxu'd  tlie  American  ship,  with  in- 
'  structions  to  return  in  lier  to  ^'orktown.  and  deli\'er  her 
to  the  auth.orities,  wliich  wa>  done.  On  his  return  from 
Yorktown,  Florence  sailed  in  the  brig  ]\\acock,  and  after 
being  out  three  da}-s  v^-as  ca])tured  Irs-  a  P>ritish  frigate 
and  carried  to  Ne\v  York,  Vv  liere  he  was  again  confined 
on  board  the  ''Old  Jersey.''  (_)ne  nu^ntli  after,  he  was 
exchanged,  and  trawjled  home,  ha\-ing  l)een  absent 
thirty-two  numths.  A  sluirt  time  ;ifter  arriving  in  ]\Iar- 
blehead,  he  went  on  a  cruise  in  llie  ])ri\'ateer  Cxeneral 
Glox'cr,  Captain  Caswc-11.  The\"  were  out  six  weeks  and 
took  four  ])ri/e^,  iiW  of  v/h:e!i  .i:ri\-e.-l  .i:  Salem.  One  of 
the  I'rizes  wa^  ]< 'i.-'vii  ■     •,':;r  which  the 

L;"\\-riimeiil  to^h.     H:s         ey;: w  Cuplain  Cas- 

well, in  tile  slup  l\i>\(.-r.  Tla-;.  wvre  <>i:l  nine  months, 
and  lotjk  t\vo>!ii}  s.  one  oi  w'hu'h.  v.-:i>  laden  with  llour, 
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the  other  with  slaves.  Both  were  carried  into  IMartinico. 
Returned  home  in  .May,  after  the  peace  of  1783. 

Saimuee  Peters  sailed  with  Captain  Stiles,  in  the 
ship  Traveller  ;  was  captured  and  impressed  into  the 
British  service.  Was  on  board  British  ships  seven  years, 
and  returned  from  London  in  a  Salem  brig  after  the  dec- 
laration of  peace. 

Wieeia:\i  Laskev  sailed  in  the  vSpringbird,  and  after- 
wards with  Captain  Twisden,  in  the  Tornado.  Subse- 
quently, while  on  a  cruise  in  the  schooner  Bunker  Hill, 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  thirteen  months. 
During  four  months  of  the  year  1776  he  was  stationed 
at  Castle  William. 

Thomas  Brown  arrived  from  Grand  Bank  in  ]May, 
1775,  and  during  the  next  six  months  was  in  service  at 
the  fort.  He  then  commanded  a  lookout  schooner  in 
tlie  Ba\'.  Afterwards  went  on  a  cruise  in  the  brig 
^Massachusetts.  She  was  out  about  two  months,  and 
took  a  brig  mounting  twenty  guns.  His  next  cruise  was 
with  Captain  Thorndike,  in  the  schooner  Warren.  On 
his  next  cruise,  which  was  with  Captain  Bartlett  in  the 
brig  Hampden,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried 
to  I)ominico.  From  there  he  ran  awa\',  liowever,  and 
succeeded  in  makin.g  his  escape,  after  wdiich  he  shipped 
on  board  the  sliip  Tyranicide,  as  mate.  While  cruising 
i'n  this  ship  they  took  a  valuable  prize,  which  was  sent 
into  Boston.  He  then  sailed  in  the  privateer  Brutus, 
which  took  three  prizes.  On  a  subsequent  cruise,  in  the 
schooner  Oliver  Cromwell,  lie  was  taken  prisoner  and 
carried  into  Nevrfoundland.  His  last  cruise  was  in  the 
schooner  Hancock,  during  which  two  prizes  were  taken. 

SameiCL  GiiJ'S  sailed  in  1778,  with  Captain  Stiles,  in 
the  schooner  Swan.  They  went  to  Baltimore  in  the 
State  scr\-ice  and  carried  a  load  of  fiour.  On  their  return 
they  were  ca]>tured  hy  a  Bu'itish  vessel  on  George's,  and 
carried  H:\lifax.  After  his  release,  he  sailed  on  four 
crui--</<  in  tin/  ttri:.^-  'i':g^-i\  din-ing  v/liich  ei^diU;rn  ]^ri/L-s 
were  Eila^n.  His  next  crui-e  was  in  tlie  ship  Jacl:,  of 
eigliUcu  gun.-,  Captain  Brown.  After  Ijeing  out  a  short 
time  tile)'  to<-;>k  i\w  prizes.     During  another  cruise  with 
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Capt.  T.  Collyer,  in  a  ship  of  eighteen  guns,  a  large  ship 
loaded  with  provisions  was  captured.  Giles  subsequent- 
ly sailed  one  cruise  in  the  ship-of-war  Thorn,  during 
which  four  prizes  were  captured.  He  was  afterwards  on 
board  the  ship  Jason.  A  short  time  after  sailing,  this 
ship  fell  in  with  and  captured  a  British  privateer  brig  of 
twenty  guns,  after  an  action  of  two  hours.  The  captain, 
one  of  the  lieutenants,  and  several  sailors  of  the  ♦British 
brig  were  killed.  The  Jason  had  seven  men  killed. 
The  prize  was  dismantled  and  sent  ashore.  They  soon 
after  took  another  prize,  wdiich  was  sent  in.  After  this, 
]\Ir.  Giles,  sailed  in  the  ship  Henry,  which,  after  taking 
several  prizes,  was  captured  by  a  British  ship.  The 
crew  were  sent  to  New  York  and  put  on  board  the  frigate 
Balfour,  in  which  they  were  carried  to  Jamaica  and 
imprisoned.  Giles  finall}'  succeeded  in  escaping,  and 
shipped  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  where 
he  arrived  after  peace  had  been  declared.  He.  returned 
to  ]\Iarblehead  about  17S3. 

Nicholas  Bessom  sailed  from  Boston  in  the  brig 
Freemason,  ]\Iarch  24,  1779,  on  a  voyage  to  France. 
The  ship  reached  her  destination  in  safety,  and  returned 
with  a  load  of  munitions  of  war  for  the  army,  the  entire 
vo\-age  occupying  about  six  months.  He  afterwards 
sailed  a  cruise  in  the  brig  Montgomery,  and  another 
with.  Captain  Reed,  in  the  IMarcpiis.  Fie  subsequently 
sailed  in  the  ship  Buckamoor  and,  while  on  board  a 
prize  which  she  had  captured,  was  taken  prisoner  and 
carried  to  Lisbon. 

Capt.  Thomas  Barker  arrived  from  fishing  about 
the  middle  of  ]\Iay,  1775,  and  enlisted  in  Captain 
Trevett^s  company  of  artillery.  ]\Iay  21,  I\Ir.  Whitwell 
preaclied  a  sermon  to  the  artillery  company  at  the  C)ld 
]\Ieeting-house.  A  fevv'  days  after,  the  artillery  company, 
marched  to  Cambridge,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Ihuiker 
Hill.  On  his  return  to  ^larblehead  he  was  employed  in 
rebuilding  the  fort,  and  afterwards  enlisted  in  Captain 
Fettyplacc's  com])an\\  in  which  he  was  st  .itirnicd  at  the 
fort  until  August,  1776.  Soon  afl'.'r,  lie  shipped  on 
l)oard  tlic  lu'ig  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Driiiicl  booster,  and 
sailed  on  a  crnise.     After  beino-  out  two  or  three  weeks. 
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they  fell  in  with  and  captured  an  Englisli  brig,  which 
had  on  board  twenty-seven  light  horse  for  the  British 
armv.  He  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner  with  "  Jack 
LeeC" 

Samuel  Graves  was  in  a  company  at  the  fort  in 
1775.  Afterwards,  Capt,  Joseph  Barker's  company 
came  to  attend,  and  he  went  to  Westborough,  wdiere  he 
remained  till  tlie  peace  of  1783.  He  .returned  with 
Captain  Hooper  in  a  company  of  artillery. 

Wieeia:m  Hooper,  Jr.,  was  in  Captain  Hooper's 
company,  and  came  home  with  Captain  Graves.  After- 
wards sailed  in  the  Tyranicide.  He  was  in  the  Rhode 
Island  expedition  in  1778, 

Benjamin  Doak  was  a  private  in  Capt.  John  vSel- 
man's  company  and  marched  to  Cambridge  to  join  the 
army  in  1775,  and  there  embarked  with  Capt.  John 
Selman  on  his  expedition  by  sea  to  the  Isle  of  St.  John. 
Returned  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  entered  as  a 
soldier  in  the  fort  at  ^larblchead,  under  Capt,  Petty - 
place.    AVas  there  in  1776. 

James  Topmam  vv-as  a  private  in  Capt.  John  ]\Ierritt's 
company  and  uiarchcd  to  Cambridge  to  join  the  army  in 
1775,  and  from  there  embarked  with  ^Manly  to  cruise 
in  tlie  bay.  \Vas  afterwards  carpenter  with  ]\Iugford. 
Wa?.  VN'ith  him  at  tlie  capture  of  the  powder  ship,  and 
by  him  when  he  fell. 

John  IMhrritt  received  a  commission,  as  captain  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  ^larched  to  Cambridge 
witli  Ids  company.  Received  several  commissions  after- 
wards, one  dated  July,  1776. 

John  WhitI':  was  in  Captain  ^lerritt's  company  and 
marclicd  to  Cambridge  in  1775,  continued  and  enlisted 
in  Ca])t.  Ihiocli  Putnam's  company  (  Danvers  ).  ?Iutch- 
insoti  was  colonel.  [Marched  to  New  York  and  was 
stationed  at  Fort  AVashington  and  at  Fort  Lee.  Was  at 
the  ca|)ture  of  [lie  Hessians  at  Trenton,  and  was  dis- 
ch.aig'.M.I  from  llu:  scrxicc  Wu  months  afterward.  Then 
cii'<,.";vii  :nti)  ilu-  s^a  scr\-icc  with  C:i|)taiu  1  hirraden  in 
tlu:  li'.'ig  Tyraniridc,  and  was  with  liim  fifteen  mor.tlis. 
Afterwards  wa^  with  Capt.  John  Harris  in  a  schooner  in 
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the  public  service.  Went  to  the  southward  after  a  load 
of  flour  and  was  captured  in  the  Chesapeake. 

Richard  Frost  was  about  three  years  in  the  army. 
The  latter  part  of  the  war  v/as  drummer.  Had  a  regular 
discharge  after  the  peace  of  1783. 

Francis  Bowden  was  in  Captain  Selman's  company, 
and  marched  out  and  went  to  St.  John's  with  him.  After- 
ward entered  with  Harraden  as  pilot  in  the  Tyranicide 
and  went  to  France  with  him,  and  was  at  Penokscot. 

Robert  Atkins  was  guarding  Burgoyne's  troops  at 
Boston  about  twelve  months. 

Jno.  liOMAN  entered  in  Glover's  regiment  1775  at 
Beverly,  Jno.  Glover,  captain.  Then  entered  with 
Tucker  in  schooner  Hancock.  Afterwards  v.-as  with 
Skinner  and  was  taken  in  one  of  his  prizes  and 
carried  to  England  (John  Dimond  prize-master). 
There  was  compelled  to  go  on  board  of  a  man-of-war 
ship  Hector,  seventy-four.  Was  afterward  on  board  of 
other  ships.    Was  gone  about  five  }'ears. 

William  Laskey  entered  with  Harraden  in  the 
Tyranicide,  seventy-six,  w^ent  to  West  Indies.  Then 
entered  with  Skinner  in  the  Gates  an.d  was  with  him 
when  he  was  killed. 

George  jMeezard  entered  at  Cambridge,  m  1775^ 
Capt.   John   Scott's  company,   Colonel   vSargeant,  and 
'marched  to  New  York.    Was  out  thirteen  months  be- 
fore returning. 

William  Tho:\ipson  marched  to  Cambridge  w^ith 
Capt.  Joel  Smith  in  December,  1775  ;  while  there  entered 
with  Captain  Dana  of  Worcester  in  a  companv  of  artil- 
lery. Afterward  entered  with  Capt,  William  vStevens 
and  was  discharged  as  sergeant  in  Captain  iriiss'  com- 
pany. 

Joseph  Dunker  (/.r.  Johnson  )  entered  the  service 
in  General  Poor's  brigade,  Colonel  vScllers'  regiment,  en- 
tered at  Westboro  being  abvut  lln/cc  years  Ijefore  peace, 
and  was  di^eluirged  after  ]K-ace. 

]u)\\"A]U)  Ho.MAX  marched  out  with  Captain  vSelman 
and  was  at  Si.  JolnTs  with  him. 
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Thomas  Elkins  inarched  out  with  Capt.  Joel  Smith. 
Afterward  with  Broughton  to  St.  John's.  Then  went  to 
France  and  served  on  board  the  frigate  Alliance  seven 
months. 

Joseph  Bradeen  marched  to  Cambridge  in  Captain 
Hart's  company  of  Lynn,  Colonel  vSergeant's  regiment. 
Was  there  eight  months  and  then  entered  in  Jonathan 
Norwell's  company,  Colonel  Prescott's  regiment,  and 
marched .  to  New  York  remaining  there  one  )-car. 
Afterward  was  in  tlie  vStates  brig  Freedom,  Captain 
Claxton. 

John  Green  marclied  to  Cambridge  in  Captain  vSi- 
monds'  company  and  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Henry  Ha:\lson,  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
with  Captain  Trevett.  Afterward  entered  in  Captain  Si- 
monds'  company.  AVas  at  Cambridge  and  went  to  St. 
John's  with  Broughton.  On  his  return  home  he  was 
discharged  at  Cam])ridge,  January  i,  1776.  Then  enlisted 
with"  Captain  Felton  in  the  Tame  Army  "  and  subse- 
quenth'  sailed  with  Captain  Tucker  in  the  schooner 
Hancock. 

Br^NjA^iiN  P.  Devereux  marched  out  with  Captain 
Bacon,  Glover's  regiment,  discharged  January  i,  1776. 

•  John  Peach  was  in  Captain  i\Ierritt's  company  at 
Cambridge.  Afterward  entered  in  Capt.  Benjamin  Bell's 
conipau)-,  Colonel  Poorc's  regiment,  and  marched  to 
New  York  where  he  remained  one  year.  Afterward 
sailed  with  Captain  Louter  in  the  Brig  ]Massachusetts 
and  was  at  sea  five  months. 

Nathan  Card  was  in  Captain  Simonds'  compauA- 
and  marcbed  to  Cambridge.  Entered  with  ]Manly  and 
cruised.     Was  discharged  just  after  ]\Iugford  was  killed. 

Tho.mas  PiTiNiAN  was  in  Captain  Hooper's  company, 
''Tame  Army,"  in  1775.    In  1776  was  with  Capt.  John 

AlK-n  Ivlliot  in.  T\-ranicide. 

W'li.i.iAM  V\' I  i '( wa>  in  Ca])tain  Ih-(<ughton's  coni- 
p:iny  and  niarchcd  to  Cambridge.     Discharged  January 
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William  ]Mksservey  marched  to  Cambridge  and 
went  to  St.  John's  with  Captain  l^roiighton.  In  1776 
was  with  Skinner  in  the  vessel  in  which  ]\In oxford  was 
killed.  Afterv/ard  sailed  in  the  brig  Freedom  with 
Captain  Cloutman. 

William.  Doliver  was  in  Captain  ]\Ierritt's  com- 
pany in  1775.  Afterward  was  with  ]\Ianly.  In  1776 
was  in  Colonel  Cook's  regiment,  Capt.  Enoch  Putnam. 
Afterward  was  with  Burke  and  was  wounded.  Subse- 
quently at  Penobscot. 


CHARLES  HALLOKAN,  BENJAMIN  DENNIS,  TWO  K K  V.  iLUTION AKY  VETERANS.     FROM  A 
PAINTING  OWNED   BY   MK.  JwHN  C-  DENNIS. 

Benjamin  Dj<:nnis,  in  Captain  Simonds'  company, 
Glover's  regiment.  Then  sailed  with  ]\Ianly  in  the 
schooner  Lee. 

CharlI'S  Hat.louan,  in  (il')\-er's  rL-idment.  After- 
ward, in  1777  sailed  (ju  Ijoan.!  Iik-  bii^^  hrct-tiom. 

Andrew  Lacki-v  marched  wiih  Captain  Blackler 
in  G]over\^  rcginiL-nt  to  Cani'nriii^e  in  1775.  ^77^^ 
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entered  with  Capt.  Francis  Sinionds,  Colonel  Hitch- 
cock's regiment.    Discharged  in  1777. 

WiEEiAM  CrowxixshiI'LD  marched  with  Glover's 
regiment  and  served  with  him.  Was  in  the  army  most 
of  the  war. 

George  Whippen  marched  out  wath  Captain  Si- 
monds  in  Glover's  regiment  to  Cambridge.  Afterw^ard 
was  with  ^lanly. 

George  Tucker  entered  in  "  Tame  Army."  Then 
went  with  Tucker  in  schooner  Hancock. 

AmOvS  Dennis  served  on  board  the  privateer  Rambler 
and  was  prize-master  of  the  ]\Iarquis,  Captain  Reed, 
in  1 781. 

Nicholas  Barteett,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1776, 
entered  witli  Captain  Tucker  to  cruise  in  the  bay  in  the 
schooner  Hancock,  as  first  lieutenant.  Left  her  at  the 
year's  end.  Jn  1777  was  commander  of  the  private  armed 
brig  America  and  cruised  on  iht  coast  of  England  ; 
captured  an  KngHsh  cruiser  of  fourteen  guns  and  seventh- 
men  and  took  the  prize  into  Spain.  Cruised  afterward 
on  the  Spanish  coast  and  returned  to  America.  Then 
engaged  with  the  r>oard  of  War  at  Boston  and  went  in 
the.  Brig  Penet  belonging  to  the  State  to  France  and 
there  received  five  hundred  casks  of  powder,  muskets, 
.clothing,  etc.,  for  the  United  vStates.  Returned  to  Bos- 
ton in  June,  177S.  Afterv/ard,  in  the  private  armed 
brig  General  Glover,  he  \A  as  taken  prisoner  and  carried 
to  England  where  he  was  confined  in  prison  five  months 
when  he  escaped  and  went  to  France  and  Holland.  He 
then  entered  as  hrst  lieutenant  on  board  the  frigate 
South  Carolina,  Alexander  Gillon,  Esq.,  commander,  and 
cruised  for  a  year  on  the  coast  of  England.  The  frigate 
put  in  to  Corinna  in  Spain  where  he  left  her. 

Tiio^L'vS  I'.owDicx  was  with  Capt.  William  Hooper  as 
second  lieutenant  ;  also  secorid  lieutenant  with  Capt.  vS. 
R.  Tic\-L-tt  at  Bunker  Hill.  In  tlie  service  in  the  years 
1775,  "76  and  '77. 

kiCHARi)  ]\  rssi-.LL  was  will)  Ca])t.  Samuel  Eouter  in 
biig  >.hi>>aelu;>ctts  in  1776.    Was  with  him  six  months 
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and  afterward  with  Captain  Lambert  in  the  same  brig 
three  months. 

Samuel  Roff  was  in  Captain  Glover's  company  at 
Beverly  in  1776.  Entered  on  board  of  Mngford's  vessel 
and  was  with  him  when  he  was  killed.  Afterward  was 
with  Bnrke  in  the  schooner  Warren.  Was  taken  and 
carried  to  Halifax.  Exchanged  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1776.    Discharged  at  Boston.  ♦ 

WiELiAM  Trefry  was  in  Captain  Felton's  company, 
and  in  the  fort  in  1775.  Then  entered  on  board  the 
brig  Massachusetts,  Captain  Loutcr,  about  four  months. 
Then  sailed  with  Fisk  in  the  same  brig  and  went  to 
France.    Returned,  and  sailed  in  her  the  third  cruise. 

Joseph  Russeee  was  at  Cambridge  in  1776.  ]\Iarchcd 
to  Ticonderoga  and  was  gone  three  months.  Then  en- 
tered the  artillery  under  Captain  P'rothingham  in  Colonel 
Crane's  regiment.  ]\Iarched  to  New  York  and  the 
artillery  was  placed  in  Glover's  brigade.  Was  present 
when  Andre  was  hanged.  vSer\-ed  about  nine  months  and 
was  discharged.  Afterward  served  about  three  months 
guarding  Burgoyne's  prisoners.  Later  was  in  the  expe- 
dition at  Penobscot. 

John  P3arteett  entered  at  ]\ralden,  December,  1775, 
in  Capt.  IMoses  Whiting's  company  of  Roxbury,  Colonel 
Gratten's  reo-iment.  ]\Iarched  to  Cambrido-e.  Entered 
•Boston  when  the  British  left.  Then  nuirched  to  New 
York  and  from  there  to  Canada  and  met  our  army  on 
the  retreat.  Returned  to  Crown  Point  and  was  after- 
ward stationed  at  Fort  Independence.  From  there 
marched  to  join  General  Washington.  Absent  about 
fifteen  months,  three  months  of  which  were  spent  in 
guarding  Burgoyne's  troops. 

Richard  IMartin  was  in  Captain  vSelnian's  company. 
?\Iarclied  to  Cambridge  and  went  with  him  to  St.  John's. 
Returned  and  joined  the  regiment.  Afterward  served  at 
the  fort  one  year. 

Ro!;i;kt  1'!:.\rci-:.  in  1775,  was  enij^loyed  making 
tents  for  llu:  K-giincnl.  \\\-iit  to  Cainbrid-c  niuk-r  Ca])- 
tain  Balch.  Imii j )li)\L-d  with  liiiii  nutking  tcnls  fur  tlie 
army  (  being  a  sailmaker  ).     WIk-u  the:  Ih  ilish  kft  ]k)s- 
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ton  went  in  with  the  American  troops  and  continued 
working  for  the  army.  In  July,  1776,  entered  with 
Tucker  and  cruised  with  him  at  sea  until  July,  1777. 
Afterward,  in  a  private  armed  vessel,  was  taken  and 
carried  to  England.  Escaping  from  prison  he  went  to 
France  and  there  entered  the  frigate  Alliance.  vSailed 
in  her  three  mouths  and  went  to  Holland,  where  he 
shipped  on  board  the  frigate  South  Carolina  and  re- 
Tuained  on  board  her  two  years. 

Thomas  Ho:nIAX  was  at  Cambridge  in  1776.  Entered 
Capt.  Enoch  Putnam's  company,  Colonel  Hitchcock's 
regiment.  ^Marched  to  New  York  and  remained  about 
one  year.  Afterward  sailed  about  six  months  with 
Captain  Harraden  in  the  brig  Tyranicide. 

Jacob  Wait  was  in  Captain  Sehnan's  company  and 
went  with  him  to  St.  John's.  On  his  return  he  entered 
in  Colonel  Hitchcock's  regiment,  Capt.  Enoch  Putnam's 
conipany,  marched  to  Xev/  York  and  ser\'ed  one  year. 
Afterward  sailed  for  seven  months  on  board  the  Tyrani- 
cide, Captain  Harraden. 

Willia:\i  SkixxI'R,  as  a  member  of  Capt.  Simeon 
Brovv-n's  conipany.  Colonel  Cxcrrisli's  regiment,  was  em- 
ployed six  montlis  of  the  year  1778  at  Winter  Hill 
guarding  Burgoync's  troops.  Then  served  six  months 
in  Capt.  Jeremiah  Putnam's  company.  Colonel  Tyler's 
r,egiment. 

.Manuel  Grexo,  a  Spaniard,  well  known  at  ]\Iarble- 
head  to  ha\-e  been  in  tlie  United  States  army  during  the 
war. 

Joirx  Freeto  was  in  the  fort  at  ]\Iarblehead  during 
the  war. 

JOHX  Pierce  sailed  with  Tucker  on  board  the  Bos- 
ton. Afterward  was  in  the  I^cnobscot  expedition  where 
he  lost  the  siglit  of  one  eye  in  an  engagement  with  the 
enemw 

Joiix  Caswi-.t.e  marched  with  Captain  Brouglitt^Ts 
couipanv  t(.)  Cnmltrid'jx-.  T!u'n  went  with  him  lo  St. 
Jiilnr.-.  Rvturnrd  and  y'i'.UM!  tlie  rcijiincnt  at  Cani- 
])ri(l-^..  In  177'''  w:is  in  C:ipuiin  lY'ltciu's  cunii)anv  at 
M:n-])]r]K-ad. 
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Samuei.  Graves,  cooper,  in  1 775  Avas  in  Capt.  Will- 
iam Hooper's  company  at  ^larblehead.  Afterward  was 
engaged  with  Captain  Baker  at  Westboro  commissary's 
department,  putting  up  provisions  for  the  army,  in 
which  service  he  continued  for  several  years.  Provi- 
sions were  sent  to  New  York  and  Rhode  Island. 

Nathaniel  Homan.  It  appears  by  a  w^arrant  under 
the  signature  of  Colonel  Gerrisli  that  lie  was  a  sergeant 
in  Capt.  Simeon  Brown's  company  in  the  year  1778  and 
served  nine  months.  Afterward  was  employed  at  AVest- 
boro  in  the  commissary's  department,  putting  up 
provisions  for  the  army  and  was  there  six  months. 
Afterward  was  in  Captain  Felton's  coUxipany  in  ]\Jarble- 
head,  and  in  the  fort  one  year. 

Jonathan  Deacons,  eight  months  with  Colonel 
Glover  at  Cambridge  in  1775.  Colonel  Hi tcli cock's 
regiment,  of  Rhode  Island  at  Xcw  York,  1776  and  '77. 

.  Philip  Hooker,  eight  montli  s  with  Colonel  Glo\'er 
at  Cambridge  in  1775.  With  Colonel  Hitchcock's 
regiment  of  Rhode  Island  at  Xew  York  in  1776.  With 
Captain  Claxton  in  the  brig  Freedom  in  1777  taken  and 
carried  to  Halifax. 

Johx  Gri{EN,  2d,  eight  months  with  Colonel  Glover 
af  Cambridge  in  1775.  In  a  vStates  brig  to  P'rance  for  a 
load  of  powder,  etc.,  six  montlis  in  1776. 

Richard  Wheiuj-R,  in  1776  with  Colonel  Sargeant's 
regiment.  With  Colonel  Pliili})  Wan  Cortland  in  1777 
and  remained  five  years  and  fi\'e  months. 

JCJHN  TiSHEAU,  with  Colonel  (Tlovcr  in  1775;  with 
Captain  Tucker  cruising  in  1776;  with  Captain  P^isk  in 
the  brig  [Massachusetts  in  1777. 

Tno:\iAS  XiciiOESON,  witli  Colonel  (ilovcr  in  1775  and 
'76.  With  Captain  Ihiffington  at  the  taking  of  llurgoyne 
in  1777  and  with  General  Cilowr,  1778,  at  the  siege  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Wn.iJAV  Hakr]^,  with  C:i]^l;iin  Samuel  R.  TreNCtt 
in  ]  775  at  I'unker  Hill  ;  with  C>iylai:i  W'liii.m'i  Buwen, 
Colonel  IIile]ie'.'ek\>  i\gini'.  nl.  •     U:;-   :•    l-',.!!'!,  in  i  7 7/ n 

rh)WAi^l)  Tki".i- K\',  \\-illi  .Capt-'^ir,  I'v/aimu  in  Colonel 
M ulcliinsi. >n's  regiment  in  177^'. 
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Jonas  l^i'ixxi,^;.  in  C;i]U.  William  llt^opci's  roinjnun' 
at  ]\rarl)lclu'a(l,  ami  wilh  C\i|>lain  Nj^lact-  in  Ihc  foil 
at  I\Iarl)lolioacl  in  i'/'/^^.  In  the  l)ii^  Massacliu.'^rlts 
with  Cn|)t.  John  Msk  in  17;;. 

jAMr;s  lv\'()N,  wilh  Capt.  W'il  liani  Com  li.^-.  in  Colonel 
C.h)\fr's  ioL;inKnl  in  i//\S.  With  Captain  i\lanl\  in  (he 
scIkhmkm  l,ee  in  i7'/\S-  ^  777  ^'^  tlie  hi  ii^i  h'l  eotloin,  Capl. 
John  Clneslon,  taken  ami  iwiiied  to  Mill  I'lison  'in  one 
of  hei  1^1  i/es  and  kept  a  pi  isonc  1  l\\enl\  -six  months. 

Joiix  I'rowx,  with  Capt.  John  AKiiitl  in  ColoiK'l 
CloxeCs  reinment  in  177^^-  With  Captain  Alanl\-  in 
schooiKT  *  1  ,e(-^  In  Colonel  ('lowi's  le^aanuait  at  New- 
York. 

Jcnix  (^RA\'i;s  (sailmaker  )  wa^;  cMn]>]o\e(l  two  months 
in  1775  niakini;  tents.  Wilh  Captain  Ilanaden  in  the 
Tyianieide  eii^ht  months. 

Joiix  W(>v)i  i)kii>(;i':  marelu\l  in  MeiiilCs  eonipan\' 
to  CamhridiH'  in  17)3.  Was  tluTe  the  Insl  war  of  the 
war.  In  Jannai\',  1  '  ^ enlisted  in  C'aplain  v^'dnicnds'' 
(n)mpan\-,  Colom  l  1 1  ilcdieoek  \s  rejdnient.  Alai  ehed  I0 
New  \'ork  and  was  slat  it )ned  on  l.oni,';  Island  until  llie 
Lauan\-  louk  it.  Kehiined  with  the  aim\-  in!o  the 
Jeise'NS.  Was  lluae  w  hen  ( '.eiieral  l,eo  w  a.s  talscn  ami 
was  at  the  tal-^ini;  of  I'lineeloii,  l)isehap!^ed  JannaiA', 
1777. 

Jn.^a:iMi   l\(M-xn\-,    Alareh  1 S  i  ^k  ecatilie.^;   thai  he 

<.'nltaed  in  Captain  Ikieon'.s  eompane  as  a  soldiei  iMin 
sloe]-:ei  h>r  twcK'e  nuMiths,  JannaiA-  i,  i77(\and  serwd 
that  time  and  w  as  distdiai  jH'd  Jannai  \   1,  1777. 

'PlioM.xs  P(n.ira:K  enUaeil  .\Ia\'  :;i>,  1773,  in  Ca]>lain 
MeTiilCs  ecmpaiu',  (ilo\er\s  leionient.  At  CknnhiidLH' 
with  the  arin\.  Was  drafud  to  _l:o  wdth  !\lanl\  in 
the  stdioonei  l.er.  Oi.sehai ;;eil  Jannais  1,  177('.  Then 
enteieil  in  Capl.  l-jinidi  I'ntnanrs  eomi>an\A  Cidoiiel 
1 1  nleliinsoiTs  u-^^dnu  nl.  1  ^istdiar_LH'd  J  nK'  Was 
with  P.nike  in  the  seliooiu-r  Wairm. 

Ih'Ti.K  N  r  \\  r. I.I.  wa^  m  Captain  1kuH>n's  iM»mpan\  . 
Maieluil  to  Camhi:d;H\  Then  enlried  wilh  Ihiik^.. 
WVis  ili-.ehai;.<ed  afu-i  Mn;;foid  was  kilKd. 


A/ 


232 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 


John  Savage  was  in  Colonel  Glover's  regiment  at 
Cambridge,  Captain  Selman's  company.  Sailed  from 
time  to  time  during  the  war  with  Commodore  Tucker, 
Capt.  Jack  I^ee,  Capt.  Joseph  Hibert.  In  1782  was  with 
Captain  Harraden. 

Edmund  Brooks,  brig  Lincoln,  twelve  guns,  Cap- 
tain Cooms.  Took  a  brig  loaded  with  sugar,  and  a 
schooner  loaded  with  fish.  Afterward  went  in  ship 
Hancock,  twenty  guns,  and  went  with  the  fleet  to  the 
siege  of  Penobscot.  Then  went  in  ship  Hannibal,  Cap- 
tain Aborn.  Was  taken  b\-  the  enemy  and  carried  to  New 
York  and  imprisoned  several  montlis.  AVent  afterward 
in  the  ship  Thorn,  sixteen  giins,  Captain  Tucker,  Took 
three  prizes.  One  was  a  ship  of  sixteen  guns  which  we 
took,  by  boarding.  Our  first,  and  eleven  men  were 
killed,  and  several  were  wounded.  Tlie  loss  of  the 
enenn'  was  fifteen  killed  and  twenty-three  wounded. 
Afterward  sailed  with  Captain  Graves.  Took  two 
brigs  laden  with  provisions.  On  another  cruise  in 
the  same  ship  took  three  ships  laden  with  provisions 
and  a  ship  with  a  cargo  of  gin.  Took  them  into  the 
West  Indies  and  sold  them.  Then  sailed  in  a  schooner 
of  ten  guns  with  Captain  XcedlKun.  Took  a  brig  witli 
a  cargo  of  rum  and  sugar,  and  was  then  captured  b\'  tlie 
enemy  *and  carried  to  Quebec.  From  there  was  sent 
to  Halifax  and  imprisoned  fi\e  months.  After  being 
released  sailed  in  tlie  brig  Liberty,  Captain  Beach.  On 
the  first  cruise  in  the  brig,  was  captured  by  the  enemy 
and  imprisoned  five  months  in  Antigua. 

Philip  Ramsdell  sailed  in  the  bri^:  ]\Iont£>-omerv, 
fourteen  guns,  liobbs,  captain  ;  took  two  brigs  and  a 
snow.  Afterward  went  in  a  schooner  of  eleven  guns  and 
took  a  schooner  loaded  with  cordage. 

PIenrv  IMoss  sailed  in  the  ^^lohawk,  twenty-two  guns, 
Captain  Smith.  Took  a  brig  load  of  molasses.  After- 
ward sailed  in  brig  p'ox,  CajUain  Jr)]mson,  twel\-e  guns. 
Was  disma.slcd  in  a  liurricaiic  ;  l«^->t  ma-is,  Urst  l^uu  and 
lioust;.     Captured  b\-  tlic  cirriid  to  AuliL^'-a  and 

im])ri.v()iK-d  ab>.)Ut  (HIl-  \\-:\v.  i\.ek'a>cd  v.-hcii  jjeaCL-  was 
declared. 
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James  Ramsdell  sailed  in  the  ship  Congress,  eighteen 
guns,  Capt.  D.  Rogers.  Taken  by  the  enemy,  carried  to 
St  John's  and  imprisoned  abont  a  month.  Afterward 
sailed  in  ship  Jack.    Took  nothing  on  the  cruise. 

John  Collier  sailed  in  a  ship  of  twenty-two  guns, 
with  Captain  Carnes.  Took  two  brigs  and  one  schooner. 
The  brigs  were  laden  with  goods  and  the  schooner  with 
wine  and  brandy.  Was  then  captured  by  the  enemy 
and  imprisoned  in  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  seven 
months. 

WiLLL\M  Stron'G  sailed  in  a  buccaneer,  twenty  guns, 
Captain  Hucker.  Took  two  schooners,  one  with  a  cargo 
of  goods,  and  the  other  with  fish.  Afterward  went  in 
schooner  Nimble,  four  guns.  Took  a  sloop  in  1.-)alkast 
and  a  schooner  load  of  fruit.  Then  v;ent  in  the  brig- 
Surprise,  fifteen  guirs,  Capt.  Benjamin  Cole.  Took  a 
privateer  of  six  guns  and  a  brig  load  of  rum.  Went 
another  cruise  in  the  same  vessel  with  Captain  Warren, 
and  took  seven  prizes,  v;hen  captured  by  the  English 
fleet,  under  Admiral  Woods  and  carried  to  Jamaica, 
remaining  there  about  four  months  until  released  by 
the  peace. 

'Robert  Girdler  sailed  in  the  ship  Cromwell,  sixteen 
guns.  Captain  Sinnnons.  Took  five  prizes.  Captured 
in  orie  of  theni,  taken  to  England  and  put  on  board  a 
♦man-of-war  where  he  Vv'as  obliged  to  remain  five  years 
until  peace  was  declared. 

Edward  Crown ixsiiield  sailed  in  the  brig  vSwift, 
sixteen  guns,  Captain  Eittle.  Took  a  brig  load  of  provi- 
sions. Then  went  in  the  brig  Fox,  ten  guns.  Captain 
Johnson.  Took  a  sloop  load  of  fruit.  On  a  second 
cruise  in  the  same  vessel  she  was  dismantled  in  a  storm 
and  tlie  guns  were  thrown  overboard.  His  last  cruise 
v.-as  in  the  brig  Lively  of  ten  guns.  During  the  cruise 
an  English  privateer  of  ten  guns  was  taken.  Then  came 
peace. 

Josi'rii  vS.wokv  -ailed  in  the  brig  k.lack-  Snake, 
C:q>Eiiii  \\^\\.i:n.  T<  m  ,k  iiMtiiin-,  but  was  taken  ]>>•  ll;e 
eiie!n\\  cjrrieil  to  vSi.  J<;'lnfs  and  im])ri<uned  tiuee 
n.iuuths.     When  released  sailed  in  the  shij)  llendrick, 
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eighteen  guns,  Capt.  Sam  Benson.  Took  three  prizes. 
Then  sailed  in  the  ship  Franklin,  eighteen  guns.  Next 
went  in  the  Congress,  twent}'-four  guns,  Captain  Rogers, 
and  on  this  cruise  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  im- 
prisoned at  vSt.  John's  six  months.  When  released  sailed 
in  the  Brutus  of  eighteen  guns.  Captain  Brookhouse. 
His  subsequent  cruises  were  in  the  brig  Active  of  eleven 
euns  and  the  schooner  Rover  of  six  o-vms. 

Thomas  Clout.aiax  sailed  in  tlie  brig  Tvlontgomery, 
fourteen  guns,  Capt.  ^Villiam  l^atterson.  Took  three 
prizes.  In  1779  sailed  in  the  ship  ]\Ionmouth,  Capt. 
Thomas  .Collier,  twent}'-four  guns.  Took  a  ship,  king's 
transport  with  soldiers,  of  eighteen  guns  after  a  battle 
of  about  an  hour.  Killed  the  captain  and  several 
others..  On  the  same  cruise  took  an  English  privateer 
brig  of  sixteen  guns.  Later  in  the  same  year  went  in 
the  brig  Freemason,  Captain  Dennis.  Took  two  prizes. 
In  17S0  went  in  the  ship  ]\Iarquis,  sixteen  guns.  On  a 
cruise  the  next  year  in  the  same  ship  took  two  prizes, 
one  a  load  of  rum  and  the  other  a  king's  packet  of  four- 
teen -guns.  The  same  year  went  in  the  ship  Thorn, 
eighteen  guns.  Captain  Cowell,  and  took  two  prizes,,  a 
ship  and  a  brig,  laden  with  English  goods,  and  two  sloops 
with  provisions.  In  1782  went  in  the  ship  Oliver  Crom- 
well, twenty  guns,  Captain  Bray.  Was  taken  by  the 
enemy  and  carried  to  Newfoundland.  That  year  thir- 
teen American  privateers  were  taken  by  the  enemy  and 
carried  to  the  same  place.  Was  exchanged  and  returned 
to  ]\larblehead.  Tlien  went  in  the  liefore-mentioned 
ship  IMarquis.  Took  four  prizes,  two  of  which  were 
loaded  with  provisions,  one  with  fish  and  the  other  with 
sugar. 

William  Trkfry,  in  the  year  1776,  went  in  the 
brig  Retaliation,  ele\-en  guns,  Capt.  Eleazer  Giles,  of 
Beverly,  on  a  cruise.  Took  three  Jamaica  ships  and  a 
brig,  each  loaded  with  sugar,  and  the  four  ]-)rizes  got  into 
Bc\-erl\-.  In  1777  sailed  in  the  brig  ]>L-l]<)na,  Thomas 
Slc\-L-ns.  c;i|")tain.  tweb/e  ^Mm<.  Tcol:  i^UL-  ]'r\-j;  lo.idcd 
Willi  wiix'.  ciu;  brig,  vliich  w.i^  ix-laUvn,  tw'i  ^]  !i>;!:- 

I'Mdcd  wilh  |ii'u\  ins.  In  i  7 7^  ^ai L'l  1  in  the  >cli< )oiier 
'i\-rrible,  ci.^ht  guns,  Capt.  John  C<mwa\'.     Went  into 
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a  harbor  in  Newfoundland,  took  three  brigs.  Went 
on  shore  and  took  goods  of  different  kinds  from  the 
stores,  loaded  the  brigs  and  sent  them  home.  Took 
one  brig  load  of  stores.  The  four  prizes  arrived  safe 
at  iMarblehead.  The  same  year  went  with  Captain 
Conway  in  the  Freemason,  fourteen  guns.  Took  a  ship 
load  of  wine,  and  sloop  load  of  rum.  Afterward  sailed 
in  a  brig  with  Captain  Evicking.  Was  taken  by  the 
enemy,  carried  to  England,  and  put  in  VlWI  Prison  and 
there  remained  three  years,  one  month  and  fourteen 
days.  Was  then  exchanged  and  came  home  in  Cartel 
Ship,  Lady  Adventuress,  to  jMarblehead.  Remained  at 
home  one  month  and  then  went  in  ship  Hendrick, 
Captain  Benson.  Took  one  sloop  load  of  rum.  Was 
afterward  taken  by  the  enemy,  carried  to  Jamaica  and 
there  remained  until  the  peace  of  17S3. 

Richard  L.  Woodfin,  in  1778,  sailed  on  a  cruise  in 
the  sloop  Brandywine,  eight  guns,  Thomas  Stevens, 
captain.  Took  a  brig  loaded  with  provisions  and  a 
schooner  loaded  with  floiu'.  In  1779,  sailed  on  a  cruise 
on  a  schooner  of  eight  guns,  William  James,  captain. 
While  on  tliis  cruise  v/as  driven  on  Cape  Breton  by  the 
enem\'.  I^eft  the  vessel  and  ran  into  the  woods  witli 
our  nmskets  and  ammunition.  Afterward  found  a  shal- 
lo])  c5n  the  coast  which  we  went  out  in  on  a  cruise  and 
tdok  t\\-o  otlier  shallops,  and  returned  to  IMarblehead 
with  the  tliree  prizes.  In  1779  sailed  in  the  ship  Lord 
Hind,  sixteen  guns,  George  Rapal,  captain.  Took  one 
brig  load  of  stores.  In  17S0  sailed  in  ship  \'ixen,  four- 
teen guns,  Jonathan  Neal,  captaiui.  Took  two  brigs 
loaded  with  provisions  bound  to  Quebec.  Was  after- 
ward taken  by  the  enemy,  carried  to  vSt.  John's,  Xew- 
foundiand,  and  confined  in  prison  six  months.  Was  tlien 
released  and  canne  liome.  Afterward  went  in  ship  Wilks 
and  Lilx-rty,  sixteen  guns,  John  I'each,  ca])tain.  Took  a 
slii}^  load  of  stores.  Was  then  taken  ])y  the  enemy, 
c;u'rie<l  in  Antigua  and  remained  in.  ])rison  riiitil  ]vace 

S.vMi  I'.i,  ( ^,1)1  )i)\\-ix,  in  177^^  sailed  in  the  slii].  Hun- 
ter,  twenty  gams,   Ih'owii,  ca|nain,     Toi-k   six  pri/.es. 
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Returned  home  to  ?^Iarbleheacl  in  the  second  prize,  a 
schooner  load  of  gin  and  cordage.  Afterward  sailed  in 
the  ship  Hendrick,  twenty  guns,  Thomas  Benson,  cap- 
tain. Took  five  prizes.  Sailed  home  in  the  first  prize. 
On  another  cruise  in  the  same  ship.  Took  a  brig  load 
of  rum.  1  was  put  on  board  to  take  her  to  iMarblehcad, 
but  in  about  eiglitecn  days  she  foundered.  Was  taken 
from  her  by  a  brig  belonging  in  Portsmouth  and  was  on 
board  her  ten  days  wlien  we  were  taken  by  tlie  enemy 
and  carried  to  Charle.-ion  and  there  imprisoned  until 
the  enemy  left.  We  were  then  taken  in  the  fleet  to 
New  York  and  there  released. 

Tho:\IAS  Rouxdy  sailed  in  the  ship  Pickering,  six- 
teen guns,  Captain  Harraden.  Took  a  brig  load  of 
salt.  Afterward  sailed  in  the  brig  x-\ctive,  fourteen 
guns,  Captain  Patten.  Took  two  brigs  loaded  with  sah. 
Were  then  ourselves  taken  by  the  enemy,  carried  to 
St.  John's,  and  imprisoned  nine  months.  On  being  re- 
leased sailed  in  the  ship  Essex,  twenty  guns.  Took 
nine  ships  in  the  Quebec  fleet  loaded  with  goods  and 
stores,  also  one  brig.  Then  went  in  the  brig  Fox,  ten 
guns,  Captain  Neal.  Took  two  ships  from  Jamaica 
loaded  with  sugar,  also  a  ship  in  ballast.  On  another 
cruise  in  the  ship  Vixen,  twenty  guns,  with  the  same 
cajotain,  took  one  shi]j,  and  was  then  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  imprisoned  at  St.  John's  iiine  months.  His 
last  cruise  was  in  the  ship  Plannibal,  twent\--four  guns, 
Captain  C)'Bricn,  which  was  ca])tured  by  the  enemy  and 
taken  to  New  York,  where  the  crew  were  imprisoned 
nine  months. 

John  Dixky,  in  1779,  sailed  in  the  brig  General 
Glover,  fourteen  guns,  Captain  Horton.  Took  a  brig  of 
fourteen  ^r^nis  after  an  action  of  hall  an  liour,  also  a  brio- 
with  stores.  Was  afterward  taken  In-  an  English  frigate 
and  carried  to  England,  wliere  we  were  imprisoned 
thirty-three  months  and  ten  days  before  released.  Subse- 
(|uentl\'  sailed  in  the  shi]"^  Eix'cly,  ten  guns,  Ih'ookliouse, 
ca]-'tain.     To-'k  a  jir:\-nlLxr  >li)<,'j^  of  fi,;ii-  <^un>. 

J'.  >iix  (].  lltM.i'i'.R,  ill  i;So  sailed  in  the  ship  Jack, 
sixteen  guns.  Captain  Brown,     'i'ook  three  prizes,  and 
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returned  to  IMarbleliead  in  one  of  them.  Afterward 
sailed  in  the  Terrible,  Captain  Putnam.    Took  seven' 
prizes.    Then  sailed  in  the  x^ctive,  sixteen  guns.  Took 
three  prizes  and  was  captured  in  one  of  them,  taken  to 
New  Jersey  and  imprisoned  about  two  months. 

^  s.     County  of  Essex ^  Connuou^ucaltJi  of  Massadnisctts. 

I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  certify  that  Ambrose 
Homan  was  an  orderly  sergeant  in  a  company  of  militia 
commanded  by  myself  which  marched  from  ^Marblehead 
to  join  the  American  army  at  Cambridge  then  and  there 
commanded  by  Artemas  Ward,  Esq.  That  the  said 
Homan  continued  in  tiie  service  until  the  month  of 
October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sevent\'-five,  about  which  time  I  received 
orders  from  His  Excellency,  George  Washington,  to 
take  command  of  the  scliooner  Franklin  and  proceed 
toward  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  nigh  Quebec,  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing  British  vessels  thereto  bound  with 
sundries  for  the  enemy.  That  the  said  Homan  pro- 
ceeded with  me  in  the  schooner  and  on  the  expedition 
aforesaid,  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  a  steward.  On 
the  return  of  the  expedition  by  sea  tlie  said  Homan 
being  unable  to  proceed  on  the  second  cruise,  he  returned 
to  the  army  and  v;as  soon  after  discharged  and  paid  off 
by  un'self,  the  time  being  expired  for  which  he  enlisted 
with  me  in  tlie,  company  aforesaid  and  regiment  com- 
njanded  ].)y  John  Glover,  Esq.  The  said  Homan  in  the 
several  services  in  which  he  accoiuji^anied  me,  alwa\"s 
conducted  as  a  faithful  soldier  and  was  unable  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  secon.d  cruise  as  above  mentioned  by  reason 
of  an  injury  he  received  in  his  right  knee,  while  in  the 
army  at  Cambridge.  JOJJ^^^  Sklmax. 

MarblcJicad^  Fcbniarv      iS iS. 
The  subscril^er  ha\-ing  served  in  the  United  vStates 
Arnn-  in  the  Rcvohnii>narv  War,  |)ra\-s  Congress  that 

ho  \w\\  Ih-  •iil.'Wi.'d  such  c^impunsation  as  is  to  1)0  made 

Cato  X  pRixci:. 
:^Iark 
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We  certify  that  we  have  known  the  above  Cato 
Prince,  and  that  about  Mty  years  ago  onr  father  pur- 
chased him  then  lately  from  Africa.  He  lived  many 
years  with  his  master,  and  about  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eight)-  or  eighty-one  he  went  as  a 
free  man  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
soldier  and  returned  back  to  ]\Iarblehead  sometime  after 
the  peace  of  1783.  hie  was  tlien  poor,  and  saic\  he  had 
received  nothing  for  his  services.  He  is  now  poor,  aged 
and  infirm  and  is  supported  by  charity. 

Richard  Prixch, 
John  Prince. 

MarbleJicad^  February  2^  1S18, 

I,  Nathaniel  Stacey,  of  ]\[arblehead,  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  do  testify  and  say  that  I  was  in  the  Continental 
Army  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  the  three  last  years  in  the  Eighth 
Regiment.  I  further  testif}'  and  say  that  Cato  Prince, 
a  black  man,  for  many  years  known  to  me  as  the 
servant  of  Captain  John  Prince  of  ^Marblehead,  belonged 
to  the  same  regiment  with  me,  but  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  belonged  to  the  same  company  witli  me  ;  but  I 
was  often  on  guard  with  him  while  in  the  service  about 
the  year  1781,  and  know  that  he  was  in  the  army  when 
the  peace  took  place.  Nathaniel  StIcey. 

The  following  record  of  the  service  of  some  Revolu- 
tionary veterans  was  compiled  by  permission  from  the 
note-book  of  the  Hon.  James  Gregory,  who  acted  as  a 
pension  attorney  for  their  widows.  The  information  was 
obtained  in  most  instances  from  relatives  and  personal 
acquaintances  who  served  with  them.  It  would  seem 
therefore  to  be  almost  as  authentic  as  affidavits  by  the 
veterans  themselves. 

Tho.mas  Martin  in  l)rig  I'rccdom  with  Captain 
ClustfU. 

John  INjwi-.rs  in  schooner  Lee,  Ca|)tain  Manly. 
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Samuel  H.  Gatchele  served  in  Glover's  regiment 
and  with  Commodore  Tucker  in  the  frigate  Boston. 

.  William  Lackey  in  Glover's  regiment  at  Cambridge, 
and  five  years  in  the  frigate  Sontli  Carolina. 

John  Union  served  during  the  whole  war  or  nearly 
so,  in  the  land  forces.  Was  wounded  by  having  his  arm 
crushed,  and  received  a  pension. 

Robert  Barnes  was  a  corporal  in  Capt.  Joel  Smith's 
company,  Glover's  regiment,  and  detailed  to  go  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  expedition  Vvith  Broughton  and  Selman. 

Lewis  Cruff,  in  Glover\s  regiment,  was  discharged 
on  account  of  sickness  after  the  regiment  located  in 
Beverly  to  recruit.  Afterward  went  in  privateers  the 
whole  war. 

Jonathan  Bartlett  was  a  lieutenant  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Plill,  and  also  a  lieutenant  of  the  frigate  vSouth 
Carolina. 

'William  Bartlett  was  mortally  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Willi a:\i  Standley  with  Captain  Jarvis  in  the  ves- 
sel vrhich  carried  spars  from  Penobscot  to  France,  also  in 
various  privateers  particularly  the  Rover  and  Hendrick. 

T>io^L\s  Garney  in  the  IMarblehead  regiment  under 
Citptain  Bacon  and  also  in  brig  Tyranicide  and  ship 
'^Massachusetts. 

Amos  Muaiphrey  in  both  land  and  privateer  service. 

James  Bean  served  under  Captain  ^Morgan  in  the 
brig  Fairplay,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  with  the 
Serapis. 

Davld  ^Iason,  lost  in  the  privateer  Sturdy  Beggar. 
Daniel  Sy.monds  in  the  navy,  taken  prisoner,  and 
died  on  board  the  Old  Jerse\'  at  New  York. 
Tno:.L\s  :\1artin  died  in  prison. 

TiTO^L\s  ]\[]'.LZARD  was  guuner  of  a  ship  during  the 
Rl-\-(  iliiti«^n:iry  AWir,  was  t:\ken  prisoner  and  died  on 
h'-ird  (*ld  Ji^r<L-y,  pri^^on  ship.  :u  Xew  V(;vk. 

J'iiiN  Wi'ij.s.  a  n!Vr  ill  Ccq'iaiu  I L  .n-j  ,^-i-'s  cc>mpaii\'. 
Went  ]'n\-.iK-cring  and  s])L-iit  iwo  and  a  half  \-cars  in 

:\iii]  ri-->r>n. 


240 


THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 


James  LaskEy  was  priYateering  in  the  RcYolution. 

Thomas  Ingalls  \vas  in  the  ship  Bnnker  Hill,  a 
privateer  in  177$  or  '79,  and  taken  by  the  English  was 
pnt  on  board  a  man-of-war  and  kept  six  years.  Re- 
turned after  the  peace. 

Robert  Swan  went  privateering  and  was  also  in  a 
brig  with  Manly. 

Thomas  Bunker,  privateering  and  also  with  ]\lan]y. 

Anthony  Freeman,  in  Captain  vSelnian's  company 
Glover's  regiment,  also  on  board  the  brig  Tyranicide, 
and  in  various  privateers  and  prisons. 

Thoiveys  Mkek,  in  varions  privateers,  in  one  of  which 
he  was  captured  and  carried  to  prison.  Was  with  IMug- 
ford,  and  in  the  IMarblehead  regiment. 

Thomas  Follett  was  in  Glover's  regiment  and 
Broughton's  company,  with  his  father.  His  father, 
whose  name  was  also  Thomas,  died  while  in  Cambridge. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  Follett  was  discharged, 
January  i,  1776,  to  go  home  and  look  after  his  mother's 
concerns.  After  this  lie  went  as  boatswain  of  the  "  Gen- 
eral Lincoln,"  Captain  Carnes,  ont  01  vSalem,  and  also 
in  the  schooner  Spring]:)ird,  Captain  Patten,  of  2\Iarble- 
head  ;  was  taken  in  tlie  ship  Lincoln  and  made  prisoner 
on  board  the  Old  Jersey  :  was  also  in  the  Penobscot 
,  expedition  and  several  other  privateers. 

Philip  BesO^i  was  in  Captain  Abbott's  company  of 
Andover,  Colonel  Hitchcock's  regiment,  at  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester,  and  when  the  English  k^ft  was  ordered  to 
Xew  York.  He  was  also  in  a  great  many  privateers 
during  the  whole  war. 

John  Dolliber  was  privateering  in  the  brig  Black 
Snake  in  17S0. 

Joskph  vS}-.lae\n  was  in  Captain  Hooper's  company 
the  second  year  of  the  war  and  then  went  to  Captain 
I'ettyplace's  company.  Later  went  in  a  sloo]^  Ix-lon-^'ing 
in  v^alcm  an-'  iK-xt  in  the  <c]i"<  >H'--r  'Jh-iiL-  I'liK- "  as 
])ri/:^.--nia-tei\  :ir'i  it;^  '^hii^  Franklin  i.f  C;ini-  Ann  as  lien- 
tenant.  Sei'\  ed  (>\i  x'ariuus  other  pri\-aieers  thronghout 
the  war. 


OF  MARBLEHPZAD. 


Philip  Bridgeo,  in  state  brig  ^lassacluisetts  in  1776 
and  '77  and  on  board  several  privateers;  was  wounded' 
by  a  mnsket  ball  tlirough  tlie  foot. 

Samup:l  Thompson,  in  Glover's  regiment  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  detached  to  go  on  the  St.  Lav^-rence  expe- 
dition. Afterward  in  privateers,  among  others  the 
Rambler  and  sloop  Raven,  on  board  which  he  was 
wounded  in  the  ankle. 

Philip  I-Iookkr  was  in  Captain  Trevett's  company  at 
Bunker  Plill,  and  was  wounded.  Afterward  was  in 
GloverVs  regiment,  and  later  went  privateering,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  carried  to  Quebec,  where  he  remained  nine- 
teen months. 

Philip  Follett,  a  drummer  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Grant  of  the  r\Iarblehead  regiment. 
Taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  After  his 
release  went  privateering  in  the  brig  Fairplay  of  Glou- 
cester. 

William  Ja.mes  in  the  Marblehead  regiment  and 
that  of  Colonel  Hitchcock,  fourteen  months.  After- 
ward privateering  in  the  ship  Bunker  Hill.  Then  went 
out  as  commander  of  the  schooner  Adventure  of  Beverly. 
Afterward  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  ship  Roebuck,  of 
vSalenr,  Captain  Henfield.  During  his  service  in  this 
»ship,  while  in  a  small  whale  boat,  was  wounded  in  the 
arm  by  a  nuisket  ball ;  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined 
eighteen  months.  On  the  23d  of  August,  1782,  while 
in  command  of  the  schooner  Lee,  he  was  killed  during 
an  engagement  by  being  struck  in  the  temple  by  a 
nuisket  ball. 

RiCHAR])  I'rost  enlisted  in  tlie  town  of  Reading  under 
Ca|^)t.  Stcplien  Abbott  attached  to  the  Tenth  regiment 
light  infantry  as  a  drummer.  ^Marched  to  New  York 
state  and  was  stationed  about  eight  miles  from  West 
Point  :iik1  around  there  during  whole  term  of  service. 
Ailviwaril  rrj.nsfcri'vd  to  Sixth  regiment.  vSer\-ecl  alto- 
'^^.-liivr  iw'o  ;nul  lv."(,»  iri('Hlli<. 

JoSi'.Pii  rK()>'i^  was  a  (Irummer  and  sergeajit  in  tlie 
I\.c\'(>hui()nar_\'  \Var  from  the  l)eginning  to  the  end.  ■ 


no. 
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Rhod^-'lsla^^^^^,:;,?;;;^^-;"' Captain  LhKlsej.  i„  tl,e 

teers  and  was  finally  killed  fn  nr^^  pnva- 
Waters  of  Boston,  in  177^1;  '  Captain 

Fran-CIS  B.   De\'\'is   in  fi, 
through  the  war  andat  n,J  ■        P"^"'teer  service  all 
Harlequin  of  s;ie"n.         '  '""^  conunander  of  the  ship 

m^er^I"^^''  Hill,  and  in  the  ann, 

sep>^d?^^2^t;?w:rara'fiLr^?^^  ^"e 
A  so  in  the  eight  „,o„th"  .^flV  wJf"'"''  ^""P'-^"-^'- 
a  letter  of  marque.  "^^^e-     Went  one  voj-age  in 

»'ent,  Syu.ond  ?co,nmin  Iher'  "J  ^iteheoek-s  regi- 
Captain  Fett>  nlacr  'V  ,  "'^"^  Pnvateering  wiUi 
fax  prison.    '  ^     '  '  '^"^  Pnsonerand  died  in  Hali- 

-em  ^r'a^-eS:::";-;;;:-^  '»,J^'.'-''--"Pa".v,  and  al.o 
J^ane,s.  ^  Captain    l^sk    and  Captain 

-x.al  ve.s.sels,  among  ttm^llt  ^'a':  .e^^Bl^^T"  ^" 
'-oJe.  Uas  also  w  til  Cnnf  T^h  ^^^i^i>Jiie,  Captain 
two  cruises  ser^■ed  as  coooe/  ^"  ''''«t 

shares.  ''""P^''  two  and  one-half 

the    ?rf"t];;'r::;:,S7'^  "^-t-^  '^-^  of 

and  fo.r  '  ,  ii,       i,"^:^'^'  ^''f'"-'  '-n-  vear. 

vatcering  cru,.e  out      Mari;^^'^" "  P^''" 
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John  Lee  was  privateerino-  in  the  ship  Thorn,  Cap- 
tain Cowell,  brig  Bennington,  sloop  Revenge,  Captain 
Hodges,  schooner  Warren,  Captain  Thorndike  of  Salem, 
ship  ]Mohawk,  of  Beverly,  Captain  Carnes,  the  General 
Gates,  Captain  Skinner,  and  the  Tyranicide.  In  the 
latter  vessel  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  where  he  was  pnt 
on  board  a  state  vessel  and  retnrned  home  in  her  to  New 
London.  Was  also  in  the  Penobscot  expedition  on 
board  a  brig  belonging  to  Newbnryport,  bnt  which 
sailed  from  Marblehead  harbor. 

SvLVicsTHR  Stephens  belonged  to  a  company  of 
minnte  men.  Afterward  went  privateering  with  his 
brotlier  Tliomas. 

Thomas  Coleey,  on  board  the  frigate  Boston  in  177S. 
Cornelius  Dodd  was  a  boy  on  board  the  ship  Oliver 
Cromwell  in  17S1. 

Wilua:-]  Ho^ian  was  privateering  and  served  on 
board  the  ship  ]\Ionmonth  in  1779. 

WiiJJA:\r  Bartlett  served  in  the  schooner  Lee 
with  IManly. 

John  Wiles  was  in  the  brig  General  Gates,  in  the. 
sloop  Tliorn  and  Glover's  regiment. 

James  Toole v  was  boatswain's  mate  of  the  schooner 
,  Hancock,   Cant.    Samnel    Tncker.    Also    in  Glover's 
regiment  at  Cambridge. 

Ror>KRT  Cour'j^ls  in  Glover's  regiment  and  the  pri- 
vateer Pmnkcr  Hill. 

I)]:njaml\  Aiyj^OT  went  two  crnises  dnring  the  war  of 
tlie  Revolntion. 

AxijRKw  Pl LTROW  was  in  the  schooner  ship  Hancock. 

John  Lecraw  went  privateering  at  the  age  of  ten  in 
the  ship  P)Uccaneer. 

John  Colrtls  was  a  seaman  in  the  brig  General 

Pi/ri.K  ]''  i:n:i':  ^Li'x'i/d  :n        -'I'n  IIanni])al. 

P.i-.niam;\  \\\\])I)i;x  \\a>  in  ilie  'i'\-ranicide  and  the 
P>..:-t..n. 
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Benjamin  Courtis  was  with  Mugford  and  in  the 
frigate  Boston. 

George  Bridgeo  was  in  the  Penobscot  expedition. 

George  Tucker  was  a  seaman  on  board  the  Hancock. 

JOvSEPii  Fashington  was  in  the  brig  Freedom. 

Saimuee  White,  a  midshipman  on  the  frigate  Phila- 
delphia. 

Tho:\ias  Garney  was  in  the  brie  Massachusetts  and 
the  Tyranicide. 

Tno.AiAS  Brown  was  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  brig 
Oliver  Cromwell. 

Edward  PIo^e-vn  was  on  board  the  Hector  in  the 
Penobscot  expedition. 

John  Bray  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  ship  Julius 
Caiisar  of  Salem,  Captain  Plarraden. 

John  Savage  was  boatswain  of  the  ship  Julius  Caesar 
of  Salem,  Captain  Harraden. 

Ja:mes  Laskey  was  in  the  schooner  Plancock. 

John  Harris,  Jr.,  was  coxswain  of  the  Plancock. 
Was  in  Glover's  reginient.  Afterward  went  to  France 
with  his  father  as  mate  of  the  brigantine  Penet,  a  state 
vessel.  Also  steward  of  the  frigate  Boston,  with  Com- 
modore Tucker. 
^  Francis  Roundy  served  on  board  the  Black  Prince," 
the  ship  Pinckney,  and  in  the  Penobscot  expedition. 

Samuel  "  Hiuu  "  Peters,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
when  but  thirteen  years  old,  went  one  cruise  in  a  schoon- 
er connnanded  by  Captain  ?slaniy.  Afterward  went  one 
cruise  in  the  schooner  True  Blue,"  was  taken  in  a 
prize  and  carried  to  prison  where  he  Vv'as  kt^pt  during  the 
whole  war,  until  the  peace,  when  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old. 


r  :fv/ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Though  their  fortunes  had  been  seriously  impaired 
by  the  fearful  ra\-ages  of  the  war,  the  citizens  of 
?^Iarblehead  were  not  disheartened.  On  the  return  of 
peace,  Avith  that  determined  spirit  of  enterprise  for 
which  they  had  ever  been  distinguished,  they  entered  at 
once  upon  their  accustomed  commercial  pursuits.  Un- 
der the  direction  of  merchants  of  the  character  and 
ability  of  Col.  William  R.  Lee,  John  Hooper,  Thomas 
and  Knott  Pedrick,  and  a 
score  of  others  equally 
well  kno^\'n  and  respected 
in  tlieir  day  and  gener- 
ation, large  ships  were 
fitted  out,  some  of  which 
made  successful  voyages 
to  France,  vSpain,  Portu- 
gal,   Italy    and    tlie    AVeSt     smp  colum.;us,  samuei.  tlckek,  master. 

Indies.  The  Grand  Bank  fisheries  were  also  in  a  meas- 
ure re\'ived,  and  every  attempt  was  made  to  restore  the 
prosperity  which  the  town  enjoyed  in  the  years  before 
the  war.  It  was  not  until  these  attempts  were  found 
to  be  well  nigh  futile,  that  the  disastrous  effects  of 
the  great  struggle  were  realized.  The  days  wlien 
Marblt-'i^.i' I  j:r.\;  ]>r<.]iii>c  oi  a  ^^rcal  e^ •iinncrciai 

perl  \V'.-rc  yj>]]::  ;  and  llicy  wcr^'  lmuk'  loiXA'cr.  'i'lie  oiilx- 
recL'Ur.'^e  of  tlie  iii]Kil)it:uits  was  to  pr(.)seeute  the  fishing 
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business,  and  in  a  few  years  it  became  almost  the  sole 
industry  of  the  town. 

On  Tuesday,  November   2,   1784,  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  visited  the  town.    The  general  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Chevalier  Grandchamps,  the  Chevalier 
Caraman,  and  vSamuel  Breck,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  The 
distinguished  visitors  were  met  on  Salem  road  by  a 
procession  of  prominent  citizens,  and  escorted  to  the 
entrance  of  the  town,  where  they  were  received  with  a 
band  of  music  by  a  large  concourse  of  people.    As  the 
procession  marched  into  tov^ui  the  church  bells  were 
rung,  and  the  marquis  v^as  received  on  all  sides  with 
prolonged  clieers,  and  cries  of  "  Long 
-  ~      ^        life  to  the   r\Iarquis  de  Lafayette  !  " 
-^t-  ,      Arriving  at  tlic  residence  of  one  of 

•  ^  >  the  citizens,  he  was  introduced  "  to  the 
...  gentlemen  of  the  place,"  after  v/hich 

the  following  address  was  presented. 
'^^^Vo:  Sir:  —  The  citizens  of  Marblehead 

^••> ■  .  '  V        with  open  arms  and  affectionate  hearts 
welcome  \o\v:  return  to  the  ITnited 

JOHN  Koorr.K. 

States. 

,  "  Your  early  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America, — 
Thk  Cause  oe  IMankind, —  your  unremitting  exertions 
and  eminent  services  therein,  —  all  conspire  to  reanimate 
our  breasts  with  that  superlative  esteem  and  respect  we 
have  long  entertained  for  th.e  IMarquis  de  Lafayette. 

"  Our  loss  of  men  and  property  in  the  glorious  con- 
flict may  dc}Vj-ivc  us  of  the  pleasure  of  fully  manifest- 
ing the  princi]^les  of  hospitality  we  feel  on  this  joyful 
occasion  ;  but,  sir,  we  are  happ)-  in  this  assurance,  that 
your  magnanimit)'  will  consider  our  circmnstances  as  a 
mi>f()nuiK\  au'l  not  a  fault. 

We  a>.-iir(..-  \-()U,  sir,  wiih  iitinn^t  .sincerit\-,  that  we 
are  deepl>-  interested  in  \-our  welfare,  and  happy  \\\\q\\ 
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honored  with  your  company;  and  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  the  present  interview  is  only  a  prelude  to  similar 
favors  from  yourself  and  friends  who  now  accompany 
you." 

The  reply  of  the  marquis  was  as  follows  : 

"  Gcnilcjucn  :  While  I  have  the  satisfaction  once  more 
to  enter  a  town  which  so  early  fought  and  so  f/eely  bled 
in  the  great  conflict,  admiration  mingles  with  the  tender 
concerns  of  a  sympathizing  heart.  But,  amidst  our  re- 
grets of  brave  men  who  had  the  honor  to  fall  in  their 
country's  cause,  I  rejoice  in  the  virtuous  spirit  and 
animating  industry  remarkable  in  the  remaining  sons 
of  Marbleliead.  I\lay  your  losses  be  an  hundred  fold 
repaired  by  all  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty.  And 
may  your  numerous  posterit)',  in  tlie  preservation  of 
that  libert)-  so  gloriously  purchased,  ever  venerate  the 
memory  of  their  ancestors. 

"  Equally  proud  of  your  esteem,  and  ^^^^-^T'^'^f'^^^^ 
happy  in  your  friendship,  gentlemen,         \    S  i 
I  heartily  thank  )'ou  for  your  kind  ■   ^'-i^,-  yj 

wishes,  and  so  honorable  a  welcome,     ;  '   j 

and  .  will    most  pleasingly  anticipate    (''^'\  ; 
every  opportunity  to  present  you  with    C  ^  V  -.-^ 
the  affectionate  tribute  of  my  respect      ;  ^  ^-^ 
and  gratitude."  ,        Y/  -^--^^^ 

General  Lafayette  was  then  escorted    the  chmk  in  which 
to  another  private  residence,  represent-      ^-afayette  sat. 
ed  in  the  newspaper  reports  as  a  "  genteel  House," 
where  a  grand  dinner  was  served.     After  dinner,  an 
hour  v/as   devoted    to   speeches,    and    the   customary  ^ 
thirteen  toasts  were  drunk,  the  sentiment  offered  by 
Lafayette  being,      Tlie  town  of  r\[arblehead,  and  un- 
lH)inuk(]  .success  \o  its  fishcriL-s/' 

At  six  o^.^l!)ek  Cicneral  Lafa\-ette  and  his  friends 
departed  as  the}'  had  come,  amid  the  booming  of  cannon. 
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the  ringing-  of  bells,  and  tlie  joyful  acclamations  of  the 
people. 

With  the  expectation  that  the  visitors  would  remain 
in  town  over  night,  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a 
grand  ball  in  the  evening  ;  but  other  engagements  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  them  to  decline  the  invitation, 
and  the  /:itizens  were  deprived  of  their  company  on  the 
occasion. 

The  unsettled  condition  of  affairs  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  together  with  tlie  great  increase  of 
debts,  both  public  and  private,  had  "for  several  years 
been  breeding  discontent  among  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Conventions  of  delegates  had  been  held  in 
various  towns  in  the  counties  of  ^Middlesex,  Berkshire, 
Hampshire,  Bristol  and  Worcester,  and  the  most  inflam- 
matory appeals  had  been  made  to  incite  the  people 
against  the  lawfully  constituted  authorities  of  the  State. 
The  effect  of  these  incendiary  appeals  was  soon  apparent. 
]\Iobs  of  armed  men,  under  the  lead  of  demagogues  as 
unprincipled  and  deluded  as  tlieir  followers,  assembled 
in  the  towns  of  Concord,  Taunton  and  Great  Barrineton, 
and*  prevented  the  courts  of  justice  from  assembling. 
The  rioters  mnnbered  from  two  hundred  to  eiodit 
hundred  men.  Before  the  end  of  September,  these 
riotous  proceedings  had  developed  into  a  formidable 
insurrection,  which  coritinued  to  increase  until  about 
eighteen  hundred  men,  under  tlie  lead  of  Daniel  vShays 
and  Luke  Day,  defied  all  civil  and  miliiar\'  authority, 
and  spread  consternation  and  alarm  througliout  the  State. 
Prompt  and  decisi\'e  measures  were  taken  by  the 
governor  and  the  General  Court  for  the  su|)pression  of 
tlie  rebellion,  and  a  force  of  nearK'  fiw;  thousand  men 
mulov  (k-iicrals  Lincoln,  vSheix'rd  .lU'i  I'.iV't-ks,  w.is  sent 
tt>  rout  tliL-  malcontents.     (Jnivt  \\\i>  r^-t'-red  in  lli^- 

easu-rn  counties  ;  but  in  tliu  we^t,  wlierc  the  rfbellion, 
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had  assniiied  more  formidable  i^roportions,  the  task  was 
much  more  difficult.  On  the  25th  of  January,  1787, 
the  insuro;ents  made  a  concerted  attack  upon  the  arsenal 
at  Springfield.  The  post  was  defended  by  General 
Sh.epard,  with  about  eleven  hundred  men,  and  the  rebels 
were  routed  in  great  confusion.  Four  men  were  killed, 
and  thouofh  the  leaders  made  every  effort  to  rallv  their 
forces,  the  mob  retreated  in  disorder.  They  were  pur- 
sued from  one  place  to  another,  and  finally,  early  in 
February,  were  effectually  routed. 

Rumors  liad  been  in  circulation  for  some  time  that 
the  citizens  of  ]\Iarblehead  were  in  sympathy  with  tlie 
insurgents.  Though  the  injustice  of  the  stigma  was 
keenly  felt,  the  people  suffered  it  to  pass  in  silence, 
awaiting  their  own  good  time  to  refute  it.  On  the  7tli 
of  February  a  town  meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  vote 
was  passed  expressing  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the 
citizens  in  the  measures  adopted  by  th.e  government  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  Pleasures  were  also 
adopted  for  raising  recruits  and  offering  bounties,  and  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  "  receive  subscriptions  of 
mone\',  provisions,  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  to 
be  repaid  out  of  the  next  town  tax."  Peace  was  soon 
restored,  however;  a  large  proportion  of  the  insurgents 
availed  tliemselves  of  the  clemenc}'  of  tlie  government 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  sixteen  of  the 
leaders  were  convicted  of  treason  and  sentenced  to  deatli. 

On  tlie  29th  of  ^lay,  17S7,  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, cc)mp^)sed  of  delegates  from  all  the  states,  met  in 
Plnladt'lj^hia.  The  articles  of  confederation  v.-hicli 
formed  tlie  only  "cord  of  connection  between  the  vStates'' 
hael  been  trie^l  and  found  wanting/'  and  the  nece^sit\- 
of  a  niMic  pL-]  fect  uninii  wa-  -een  and  f<:'ll  1  !i r*  >ii<^h!  >ut 
the  c^'imtry.  The  ckleivUes  from  Ma>saehuseU>  were 
iM'ancis  Dana,  KlL)ridge  iierry,  Nathaniel  Cjorh.am.  Ru- 
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fus  King  and  Caleb  Strong.  Tliongh  Mr.  Gerr}'  labored 
earnestly  throughout  the  entire  session  of  the  conven- 
tion to  secure  "  a  constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  government  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union," 
he  was  one  of  the  sixteen  members  who  withheld  their 
signatures  from  the  document  when  completed.  In  his 
report  to  the  -Massachusetts  legislature,  gi\'ing,the  reason 
for  this  action,  he  says  :  "  It  was  painful  to  me,  on  a 
subject  of  such  national  importance,  to  differ  from  the 
respectable  members  who  signed  tlie  Constitution.  But 
conceiving  as  I  did  that  the  liberties  of  America  v/ere 
not  secured  by  the  system,  it  was  my  duty  to  oppose  it." 

"  j\Iy  principal  objections  to  the  plan  are,  that  there  is 
no  adequate  provision  for  a  representation  of  the  jjeople  ; 
that  they  have  no  security  for  the  right  of  election  ;  that 
some  of  the  powers  of  the  legislature  are  ambiguous,  and 
others  indefinite  and  dangerous  ;  that  the  executive  is 
blended  with  and  will  have  an  undue  influence  over  the 
legislature ;  that  the  judicial  department  will  be  op- 
pressive;  that  treaties  of  the  highest  importance  may  be 
formed  by  the  president,  with  the  advice  of  two  thirds 
of  a  quorum  of  the  senate,  and  tliat  the  system  is  with- 
,  out  the  security  of  a  bill  of  rights." 

The  instrument  was  referred  to  the  several  states  for 
ratification,  the  Convention  of  ^Massachusetts  being  held 
at  the  State  House  in  Boston  on  the  9th  of  January, 
178S.  The  delegates  from  I^Iarbleliead,  chosen  at  a 
town  meeting  held  on  the  3d  of  the  previous  month, 
were  Isaac  ^Mansfield,  Azor  Orne,  Jonathan  Glover  and 
John  Glover,  all  of  whom  voted  in  favor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  instrument. 

Of  the  subsequent  events,  resulting  in  the  election  of 
('icorge  A\'a-^l!in:^t-_)U  and  John  Adam>  as  President  and 
\'iee-nre^itlcnl  of  llic  I'niled  StaU.>,  and  llu;  })eaccful 
eslablislimL-nt  of  the  national  government,   it   is  not 


OF  MARBLEHHAD.  25 1 

witllin  the  province  of  this  work  to  treat.  The  elevation 
of  these  patriots  to  the  two  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of 
tlie  people  gave  nnbonnded  satisfaction  in  IMarblehead, 
as  elsewhere.  For  Mr.  Adams,  especially,  the  citizens 
of  Marblehead  entertained  feelings  of  the  deepest  grati- 
tude for  his  inestimable  services  "  in  preserving  to  the 
United  States  of  America  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  the 
extensive  advantage  of  the  cod-fishery."  These  ad- 
vantages were  considered  as  especially  beneficial  to 
]\Iarblehead,  and  the  citizens,  in  the  fullness  of  their 
hearts,  resolved  to  present  ]\Ir.  Adams  with  an  address 
and  some  slight  testimonial  of  tlieir  appreciation  of  his 
efforts  in  their  behalf.  Accordino-lv,  on  the  6th  of 
]\Iarch,  17S9,  a  town  meeting  vras  held,  at  whicli  it  was 
voted  to  "  ])resent  his  Excellency  Jolm  Adams,  Esq., 
with. six  quintals  of  table  fisli,"  accompanied  by  the 
following  address,  drawn  up  by  a  committee  chosen  for 
that  purpose  : 

''Ax  Addrkss  to  His  Exckij.kxcy  Johx  Adaims,  Eso. 

".S7/'.-  The  Inhabitants  of  ?^Iarblehead,  in  common 
with*  their  fellow-countrymen,  have  ever  felt  strongly 
inipressed  witli  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  satisfaction 
for  the  eminent  services  rendered  by  you  to  the  United 
States  of  America  in  all  their  foreign  negotiations  which 
have  bt^eu  committed  to  your  charge  ;  in  considering 
the  result  of  tliose  negotiations  we  find  ourselves  under 
very  peculiar  obligations  to  your  faithful  and  unshaken 
patronage  of  the  fishery,  which  we  apprehend  to  have 
been  in  danger  from  the  politics  and  interests  of  power- 
ful nations.  We  therefore,  1)cing  now  legally  assembled 
in  Town  [Meeting!;,  pra\'  \our  c^xccllenc\'  to  accept  this 
oiu'  unmunioiis  address  as  L'>:i>rL->:>ing  <jur  sense  01  those 
e^scnTuil  ])L-ne!it<  which  we  now  enjox'  in  the  y>re.-er\-a- 
tiou  ol  the  lisbicry,  for  which  we  bc-lie\-e  ouirseh'es  more 
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especially  indebted  to  your  excellency.  While  we  are 
enjoying  the  fullness  of  those  benefits,  we  pray  yoiir 
excellency  will  indulge  us  to  furnish  your  table  with  a 
small  share  of  the  fruits  of  your  good  services,  which  we 
wish  may  be  acceptable  as  a  mark  of  our  gratitude." 

The  committee,  consisting  of  IMessrs.  Marston  Watson, 
Joshua  Orne  and  Thomas  Lewis,  by  whom  the  address 
was  reported,  were  instructed  to  forward  it  to  ]\Ir. 
Adams,  together  with  the  fish. 

During  the  year  17S8,  or  early  in  the  year  1789,  sev- 
eral influential  citizens,  who  appreciated  the  necessity 

of  o;reater  educational  ad- 


Trevett,  John  Humphreys,  Jolni  Goodwin,  Marston  Wat- 
son, Richard  Homan,  Joseph  Sewall,  Samuel  BartoU, 
John  Dixie,  Richard  Pedrick,  Ebenezer  Graves  and 
Burrill  Devereux.  In  a  short  time  a  building  was 
erected  on  Pleasant  street,  and  Mr.  William  Harris, 
a  gentleman  who  had  been  studying  medicine  with  a 
physician  in  vSalem,  was  emplo}-cd  as  preceptor.  The 
first  public  exhibition  b\'  the  pupils  was  held  on  the  61I1 
of  July,  I7S^),  when  llic  youth  hy  their  just  prouunci- 
atifjii,  and  i ']^a;-iui_:;  manners,  L^aiiud  the  -  a]>]n"()i)aii()n  ot 
a  lar^e  and  very  res[)eelable  audience/''       'Die  l.)eue- 


vantages  for  the  youth 
of  the  town,  contributed 
the  funds  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  academy. 
These  gentlemen,  who 
styled  themselves  "  ben- 
efactors," were  Samuel 
Sewall,  Robert  Hooper, 
Samuel  Plooper,  William 
Raymond  Lee,  Elisha 
vStorv,  Samuel  Russell 
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factors  of  the  academy,  and  the  parents  of  the  3'outh," 
remarked  one  of  the  county  papers,  "  were  amply 
rewarded  by  these  early  and  distinguishing  proofs  of 
their  success  ;  and  the  public  congratulates  them  upon 
the  choice  of  a  Preceptor,  vvdio  affords  good  hopes  that 
he  will  answer  their  most  generous  intentions." 

The  national  government  having  been  firmly  estab- 
lished, one'of  the  most  important  measures  claiming  the 
attention  of  the  administration  was  the  appointment  of 
federal  officers  throughout  the  country.  For  many  years 
previous  to  the  Revolution,  ^larblehead  liad  been  a  port 
of  entry,  but  the  records  were  taken  away  by  the  Tory 
refugees  during  the  war,  and  we  are  thereb)'  deprived 
of  much  valuable  information  concerning  the  commercial 
and  maritime  history  of  the  town.  For  several  years 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  a  naval  officer  was  chosen  by 
the  State  legislature,  and  in  the  summer  of  17S6  the 
appointment  of  ^Ir.  Sanuiel  R.  Gerry,  in  the  place  of 
]\Ir.  Stephen  vSewall,  whose  term  of  office  had  expired, 
caused  an  earnest  and  somewliat  personal  controversy 
among  the  citizens.  The  friends  of  ^Mr.  Sewall,  among 
them  many  of  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  the 
town,  remonstrated  against  his  removal,  and  the  remon- 
strance was  published  in  the  "  jMassachusetts  Gazette." 
But  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Marblehead  were 
on  the  side  of  ]\Ir.  Gerry,  and  the  next  issue  of  the 
''Gazette"  contained  an  article  several  columns  in 
length  in  re])ly  to  the  remonstrance.  Unfortunately  for 
the  remonstrants,  they  had  styled  themselves  "  sixt}'  of 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  ]\Iarblehead,"  which 
exposed  them  to  the  satire  of  their  opponents,  by  whom 
tlu'v  were  merciless]}'  assailed.  The  coiU'ro\'ers\'  con- 
tiuiR-d  l(ir  se\evai  weeks,  and  fiiialh'  the  ''Gazette" 
.i}>|)eaietl  willi  a  sup[)lement  ^le\"uted  entirely  to  "a  repl\' 
to  the  nh>st  respectal.)le  inhabitants.'' 
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The  first  collector  appointed  after  the  organization  of 
the  government  was  Richard  Harris,  who  was  evidently 
commissioned  in  the  autumn  of  1789.  The  district 
comprised  all  the  waters  and  shores  in  the  towns  of  I\Iar- 
blehead  and  Lynn,  though  since  that  time  the  towns  of 
Swampscott,  Nahant  and  Saugus  have  been  set  off  from 
Lynn,  and  are  still  included  in  the  district.  The  first 
entry  made  in  the  records  is  under  date  of  October  2, 
1789.  The  number  of  licenses  granted  during  the  year 
ensuing  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  twenty-seven 
of  which  were  sloops,  schooners  and  brigantines  regis- 
tered in  the  foreign  trade. 

The  universal  joy  of  the  people  over  the  inauguration 
of  General  Washington  as  the  first  President  of  the 
United  States,  v»'as  hei^rhtened  bv  the  announcement 
that  he  would  soon  make  a  tour  of  the  New  England 
States.  This  journey  was  undertaken  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  disposition  of  the  people  towards  the 
government  and  its  measures,  as  well  as  to  recruit  his 
health,  which  was  feeble.  He  commenced  his  journey 
on  the  15th  of  October,  in  company  with  ^Major  Jackson 
ar^d  ]\Ir.  Lear,  gentlemen  of  his  family  ;  and  after  pass- 
»  ing  through  Connecticut  and  ^lassachusetts,  and  as  far 
north  as  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  he  returned  to 
New  York  b}'  a  difi'erent  route. 

Though  ]\Iarblehead,  from  its  peculiar  position.,  was 
somewhat  out  of  the  route  of  his  journey,  President 
WashiuQ-ton  had  not  foro'otten  the  brave  men  who 
served  under  him  at  Trenton,  I^rinceton  and  Valley 
Forge,  and  the  invitation  of  the  selectmen  to  visit  the 
town  was  promptly  accepted.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th 
of  October,  he  v/as  received  at  the  cu trance  of  the  town 
by  a  procc\>si(  in  c>  >ni]')( 'Scd  oi  tlie  seU  cliucn,  tlie  ck-rL^-}"- 
men  of  llie  town,  and  a  kirgc  lunly  of  citizens.  The 
accounts  of  tlic  colL-1)ration  (.)n  thi>  important  occasion 
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are  very  meagre  ;  but  we  are  informed  that  the  distin- 
guished visitor  "  was  conducted  to  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Lee,^  v/here  a  collation  was  provided  of  which  he  very 
cheerfully  partook,  with  the  gentlemen  of  his  suite,  the 
selectmen,  clerg-ynien,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  town." 
President  Washington  was  welcomed  by  the  selectmen, 
who  presented  the  following  address  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  town.  : 

To  George  AVashixgtox,    President    of  the 
United  States. 

Your  presence  has  inspired  the  inhabitants  of 
^larblehead  with  the  most  unbounded  joy ;  but  they 
cannot  express  as  they  would  wish,  their  grateful  sense 
of  the  honor  done  them  on  tliis  occasion.  The  too 
visible  decay  and  poverty  of  this  Town,  must  be  their 
excuse  that  they  have  not  offered  to  the  illustrious 
character  who  now  visits  them,  a  reception  more  answer- 
able to  his  Dignity,  and  more  expressive  of  their  own 
veneration. 

'*-The  blessings  of  Independence  and  a  Republican 
Government,  must  ever  excite  our  gratitude  and  affection 
to  so  eminent  a  supporter  of  the  Public  Liberty,  whose 
wisdom  and  valor  have  so  successfully  defended  the 
rights  of  his  country.  The  establishment  by  the  United 
States  of  a  secure  and  efficient  Government,  gives  us 
the  pleasing  expectation  of  the  gradual  revival  of  our 
Fishery  and  Commerce,  objects  of  tlie  industry,  and  the 
principal  means  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  place  for  above  a  century  previous  to  the  late 
Rev('>lutinn.  In  the  commencement  of  the  contest  with 
r,r(.-u  j'litain,  tliis  Tcn\-n.  was  vi\r]y  in  their  exerti(uis 
m  co]nn.i!in  ca;i>v-.  and  wwc-  not  (li>ci >uragcd  w  hen 
ih^y  1(  ihal  ivw  r^e  of  tlieir  sitnati<jn  whicli  the 
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war  has  necessarily  produced.  The  return  of  Peace  did 
not  restore  to  us  the  former  advantages  of  the  Fisher)', 
which  hath  remaitied  under  peculiar  discouragements  ; 
and  we  have  3'et  patiently  to  expect  tliat  attention  of 
the  General  Government  which  may  remedy  these  evils, 
and  which  the  subject  may  deserve  from  its  extensive 
importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  vStates.  • 

"  The  present  Government  of  the  United  vStates  com- 
mands our  ready  submission  and  inviolable  attachment, 
and  we  deem  it  as  peculiar  felicity,  that  the  highest 
Dignity  of  that  Government  is  so  properly  Ycsted  in 
you,  in  whom  all  America  repose  the  most  entire 
confidence,  and  in  whose  administration  the  world  will 
admire  the  example  of  a  Patriot  Ruler. 

"  Sir,  our  anxiety  for  your  health  and  long  life 
is  proportionate  to  our  most  ardent  wishes  for  the 
prosperity  of  our  country  ;  and  we  are  well  assured  that 
you  will  ever  partake  in  the  happiness  of  that  numerous 
people  over  whom  you  preside.  ]May  the  Divine  Pro\-i- 
dence  continue  to  favor  your  care  and  guidance  of  their 
most  important  public  affairs,  and  reward  your  virtues, 
which  .  have  been  so  long  employed  in  promoting  the 
happiness  of  mankind. 

In  behalf  of  the  Town  of  IMarblehead,  October  29, 
1789. 

"  Isaac  IMansfield, 
JoNA.  Glover, 
John  Glover, 
Samuel  Sew  all, 
Samuel  PIooper, 
Nathaniel  Lixdsey, 
P)U RRILL  Di:\-}' Ki:ux, 

PiCU.VRD  HaURIS, 

Ik-forc  lea\-in^-  llic  town,  Pi\->i(]enl  W'asiiin^^lon  x'isilod 
one  of  tlic  fish  yards,  and  sewrnl  other  jilaces  of  interest, 
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after  which  he  proceeded  on  his  journey.  Two  days 
later,  having  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  X.  H.,  he  forwarded 
the  following  letter  in  reply  to  the  address  : 

"  To  THE   Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  IMar- 

BEEHEAD. 

"  Gcuilcnicn.:  The  reception  with  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  honor  my  arrival  in  ]\Iarblehead,  and  the 
sentiments  of  approbation  and  attachment  wliich  \'ou 
ha\'e  expressed  of  my  conduct,  ^nd  to  my  person,  are  too 
flattening  and  grateful  not  to  be  acknowledged  with 
sincere  tliauks,  and  answered  with  unfeigned  wishes  for 
your  prosperity. 

Avoiding  to  dwell  on  the  diminution  of  pleasure 
whicli  the  nienticm  of  your  impaired  circumstances 
occasions  me,  I  desire  to  engage  your  thoughts  on  the 
pleasing  }:)rospect  presented  to  all  our  interests,  and 
particularly  to  our  fishery,  in  the  efficiency  of  our 
government,  and  the  invigorated  industr)'  of  our  citizens. 

Protected  in  the  exercise  of  those  means  which  the 
btneficcnt  Parent  of  ?\Iankind  has  furnished  for  their 
sustenance  and  comfort,  the  citizens  of  America,  animat- 
ed I))'  virtuous  enterprise,  and  actuated  by  due  obedience 
to  the  lav/s  and  regulations  of  their  government,  may 
expect  with  confidence,  to  enjoy  every  blessing  which 
industry  can  promise,  and  national  union  may  insure. 
Your  attachment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
vSiatc-s  is  worthy  of  men  who  fought  and  bled  for  free- 
dom, and  who  know  its  value. 

Your  anxiety  for  my  health,  and  your  pravers  for 
my  h;i]>pincss  are  replied  t(_^  with  solicitude  for  \-our 
:iiid  earnest  enlre;'.ty  lo  ilie  Author  of  Gfjod  for 
\  oiiv  leiieit}'. 

'^G.  \Yashington." 
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The  pica  of  poverty^  offered  in  apology  for  not  receiv- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  in  a  manner- 
more  becoming  to  his  station,  gives  but  a  faint  concep- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  town  at  this  time.  For  two 
years  the  fishing  business  had  failed  to  be  rcniunerati\'e, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  a  state  of 
extreme  wretchedness.  There  were  four  liuiKlied  and 
lifty-nine .  widows  and  eight  liundred  and  sixty-five 
orplian  children  in  the  town,  nearly  all  of  wlioni  were 
dependent  in  some  degree  upon  the  tax-paying  inliab- 
itants  for  support.  As  the  winter  of  1790  advanced, 
their  sufferings  were  greatly  augmented,  and  se\^eral 
perished  from  hunger  and  exposure. 

Added  to  the  general  distress  of  the  inliabitants  from 
this  cause,  was  the  anxiety  produced  by  the  visible 
decay  of  property,  both  public  and  private.  Houses, 
barns  and  fences  were  falling  to  pieces,  and,  without  the 
means  to  repair  them,  tlicir  owners  were  powerless  to 
prevent  it.  The  Town  House  and  workhouse  were  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  and  "River  Head  Beach"  had  been 
so  long  out  of  repair  that  it  was  in  great  danger  of  being 
entirely  washed  avva}-  by  the  constant  inroads  of  the 

The  citizens  knew  not  where  to  seek  relief,  and 
various  expedients  were  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  money  for  the  assistance  of  those  in  distress. 
On  the  19th  of  February,  1790,  the  scholars  of  the 
Academy  gave  an  exhibition  for  the  1)enefit  of  the  poor, 
and  under  the  direction  of  their  preceptor,  acted  tlie 
"  tragedy  of  George  Barnwell,  and  the  comedies  of  the 
Recruiting  Officer,  and  the  Haunted  House."  The 
price  of  admission  was  half  a  dollar,  and  tliough  no 
rey^ort  has  coiue  di>wu  to  lis  of  the  rc>iilt  of  lliis  beiic\'o- 
Icnl  eiilerj^risL-,  llR-rc  cai;  be  litllo  doid)!  of  its  success. 
At  length,  driven  to  desj^eration  by  the  misery  al)out 
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them,  the  citizens,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  voted  to 
petition  the  legislature  for  permission  to  hold  a  lottery 
ior  the  relief  of  their  necessities.  The  desired  permis- 
sion was  readily  granted,  and  William  R.  Lee,  vSamnel 
Sewall,  Sanniel  Hoo])cr,  ^larston  Watson  and  Jose])h 
Sewall  were  appointed  managers  of  the  lottery,  and  ga\-e 
bonds, to  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
their  trust.  The  lottery  consisted  of  8,000  tickets,  di- 
vided into  four  classes  ;  2,000  prizes  being  drawn  in  the 
first  class,  1,000  in  the  second,  1,000  in  tlie  third,  and 
1,420  in  the  fourtli,  the  whole  number  of  prizes,  there- 
fore, being  5,420,  and  the  whole  number  of  blanks 
2,580.  Tlic  price  of  tickets  in  the  first  class  was  half  a 
dollar,  in  tlie  second  class  one  dollar,  in  the  third  class 
two  dollars,  and  in  the  fourth  class  four  dollars.  The 
managers  in  advertising  their  sclieme  to  the  public,  after 
enumerating  the  possiljle  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  purchase  of  tickets,  cou.cluded  as  follows  :  "  The 
benevolent  and  pu/blic  spirited  n.iay  in  this  form,  with  a 
lu^pc  of  immediate  advantage  to  themselves,  and  a  ccr- 
*ia{)ify  of  promoting  the  general  welfare,  contribute  their 
aid  for  the  preservation  of  the  town  of  ^larblehead,  and 
provide  for  the  employmen.t  and  support  of  many  help- 
less and  distressed  persons." 

The  drawing  of  prizes  in  the  first  class  was  advertised 
to  take  place  on  or  before  the  22d  day  of  April  ;  but 
owing  to  the  ra])id  and  unexpected  sale  of  tickets  the 
managers  v\'ere  enabled  to  draw  them  on  the  26th  of 
March.  The  tickets  in  e\-er\-  class  were  disposed  of  as 
readily,  and  tlic  final  drawing  took  })lace  on  the  3d  of 
June.  Tile  prizc-s,  all  of  which  were  money,  varied  in 
amount  froin  rhree  tlioU>:in'i  oollars  lo  one  d«.)ll:ir,  and 
Were  >id)jeet  to  a  (iedncl  i^ 'H  of  twel\'e  and  vjue-lialf  per 
cent,  for  the  u-e  of  the  loilcrv. 
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By  means  of  this  lottery,  and  two  others  subsequently 
held,  the  beach  at  the  head  of  the  harbor  was  repaired  ; 
the  distress  of  the  inhabitants  was  alleviated  ;  and  the 
general  appearance  of  the  town  was  greatly  improved. 

During  the  year  1791,  the  IMetho- 
'  \  dist  Churcl]  was  organized  in  the 
y  house  of  ]\Ir.  Joshua  Prentiss  on 
:  X  .  ■  ;  Miigford  street.  The  new  society 
/  consisted  of  seven  meml)ers  only; 

but  so  rapidly  did  it  increase  in 
,  '      numbers  that  in  a  few  years  a  pastor 

'  'i      was  settled  and  relio:ious  services 

/  .  ''^^  were  regidarly  maintained. 

\o'Ih.a  PH.NTiss,  TOWN  ^11  thc  1 1  th  of  April,  1  y cj2 ,  the 
CLF.KK,  i3o4  TO  1833.  town  narrowly  escaped  a  serious 
conflagration.  A  house  belonging  to  a  j\Ir.  Bowler, 
and  situated  near  one  of  the  wharves,  caught  hre, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  flames  were  communicated 
to  five  other  houses  in  the  vicinity,  including  a  brick 
warehouse  ujjon  the  wliarf.  Thc  three  engines  belong- 
ing to  tlie  town  w^ere  soon  found  insufficient  for  tlie 
emergenc}-,  and  but  for  the  timely  ai'rival  of  assistance 
from  Salem,  the  town  must  have  suffered  from  the 
ravages  of  fire  in  addition  to  its  otlier  misfortunes.  ]Mr. 
Bowler  lost  his  dwelling-house,  which  contained  a  bake- 
house under  the  same  roof,  and  his  loss  was  estimated  at 
one  thousand  pounds.  The  most  severe  su.ffcrcr,  how- 
ever, was  a  poor  widow  who  lost  a  comfortable  dwelling- 
house  and  all  her  furniture. 

The  I\Iarblehead  Academy  had  now  bircome  an  estab- 
lished institution.  Kducation  was  encouraged  in  Massa- 
clmst^-tts  as  in  no  otlicr  state  in  the  I'liiuu,  ])\'  wise  laws 
and  judicial!-,  :i|.])r<  )i>i-iatiMns,  and  wliL-n,  in  17c. 2,  an  act 
of  incor])(.)r:Uii )n  was  a}*])liL-d  for,  it  was  leadily  (:)])taincd. 
The  act  became  a  law  on  the  iTili  of  November  of  tliat 
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year,  and  the  corporation  was  established  "by  the  name 
of  The  Trustees  of  the  ^larblehead  Academy."  Shortly 
after,  the  legislature  granted  a  township  of  land  six 
miles  square,  lying  between  the  rivers  Kennebec  and 
Penobscot,  in  the  county  of  Hancock,  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  academy.  This  land  was  subsequently 
sold  to  vSamuel  vSewall,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  ^1^500. 

There  -were  other  schools  in  Marblehead  where  the 
common  branches  of  an  English  education  were  taught ; 
but  it  \\as  at  the  academy  alone  that  any  knowledge  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek,  or  of  the  higher  studies  in  litera- 
ture, could  be  acquired.  It  was,  too,  the  only  school 
where  girls  were  admitted  on  the  same  footing  as  boys. 
Joseph  vStory,  in  after  years  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  vStates,  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest scholars  that  belonged  to  it,  and  it  was  there  that 
he  fitted  for  college.  In  his  autobiography,  written  in 
1 83 1,  he  pays  the  following  tribute  to  his  schoolmates  of 
the  gentler  sex,  and  gives  us  a  view  of  the  customs  in 
vogue  at  the  academy  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
lost,  'VGirls  as  well  as  boys  went  to  the  same  school  at 
the  satne  hours,  and  were  arranged  on  opposite  sides  of 
a  large  hall  on  their  appropriate  forms.  In  the  simplic- 
it}'  of  those  days  it  was  not  thought  necessar\'  to 
separate  the  sexes  in  their  studies.  Generally  we  studied 
the  same  books,  and  as  we  recited  our  lessons  in  the 
presence  of  each  other,  tliere  was  a  mutual  pride  to  do 
our  best,  and  to  gain  an  honest  portion  of  flattery  or  of 
praise.  I  was  earl)'  struck  with  tlie  flexibility,  activity, 
and  power  of  the  female  mind.  Girls  of  the  same  age 
were  on  an  average  of  nmnl^ers  quite  our  equals  in  their 
stU(h*L-s  and  act!uireUK-!U>,  ami  liad  uuicli  gri-atrr  (piick- 
n oi  \'.<  V'.\.-].-Ui  >\]  :ind  (.k-i:v:ioy  of  li^vling  than  tlic  b-  .\  s. 
lv^.Ma:ni:u;  tliii>  ai  .^chuo!  wiin  iiiuiii  uiuil  I  was  Li])oiit 
fiftrvn  years  old,  I  coiild  U'il        mistaken  as  to  their 
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powers  ;  and  I  then  imbibed  the  opinion,  which  I  have 
never  since  changed,  that  their  talents  are  generally 
cqnalto  those  of  men,  though  there  are  shades  of  difier- 
(^nce  in  the  character  of  their  minds  resulting  from 
several  causes." 

The  progress  made  by  the  pupils  of  the  academy  in 
their  studies,  gave  great  satisfaction  to  their  parents  and 
guardians,  and  when,  from  time  to  time,  the  doors  were 
opened  and  an  exhibition  was  given,  the  hall  was 
crowded  Vv'ith  interested  spectators.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  the  exercises  began  with  an  oration  by  ^Master 
Watson,  on  the  subject  of  heroism,"  in  which  a  pleas- 
ing and  useful  contrast  was  drawn  between  the  charac- 
ters of  Cresar  and  Washington.  This  was  followed  by 
a  Latin  oration  in  ^^'hicll  ^Master  Story  appeared  to  great 
advantaire.  The  vouno-  ladies  also  came  in  for  their  due 
share  of  praise,  in  tlie  newspaper  reports  of  the  affair, 
and  were  highly  complimented  for  "  the  manner  in  which 
they  acquitted  themselves." 

The  mails  had  been  carried  to  ]\Iarblehead  from 
Salem,  regularl)'  twice  a  week,  for  many  years,  and  on 
sppcial  occasions  it  had  been  customary  to  dispatch  a 
;nessenger  on  horseback  to  carry  important  nev/s  or 
documents.  On  the  20th  of  March,  1793,  tlie  first  post- 
office  in  ]\Iarblehead,  under  tlie  government  of  the 
United  vSlates,  was  established,  and  Thomas  Lewis  was 
a})pointed  postmaster. 

The  w  av  between  France  and  Engkuid,  which  began 
in  1793,  involved  the  United  vStatcs  in  serious  compli- 
cations with  ])oth  nations.  The  cruisers  of  these  powers 
were  constantly  ct)mmitting  depredations  on  American 
commerce,  and  it  was  with  great  difficult}'  tliat  a  strict 
iK-utrality  was  ]>!\->L-r\-cd.  During  iIil-  ni<»nt]i  of  Sc])- 
lcm1)er,  iIk-  >e!v  'ii'.T  i\;acock,  C;i]  'Lain  k)];uic\-,  sailed 
irum  Mariykfiiead  with   a   cargo  (A    fish   for  the  West 
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Indies.  The  cargo  was  sold  at  IMartinique,  and  having- 
taken  on  board  a  cargo  of  nun.  sugar  and  cotton,  the 
captain  sailed  for  home  by  way  of  St.  Enstatius,  when 
liis  vessel  was  captured  by  the  English  brigantine 
Argus,  Capt.  Charles  Parker.  Though  the  outrage  was 
committed  in  utter  disregard  of  the  neutrality  laws  of 
all  nations,  the  English  captain  took  his  prize  into  the 
nearest  British  port  where  she  was  condennied.  The 
court  decided  tliat,  though  a  neutral  vessel,  she  had 
sailed  from  a  French  colony,  with  French  produce,  and 
was  therefore  the  lawful  prize  of  her  captors.  Though 
manifestly  unjust,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
the  decision  v^as  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  council 
which  authorized  Britisli  cruisers  to  stop  all  vessels 
loaded  wholly  or  in  part  with  provisions  bound  to  any 
port  in  France  or  occupied  by  tlie  armies  of  France.  A 
similar  order  from  the  French  government  had  the 
effect  "  to  sweep  the  sea  of  all  neutral  commerce." 

By  means  of  a  treat)'  negotiated  by  a  special  embassy 
to  the  court  of  St.  James,  war  with  England  was  liappi-- 
ly  averted.  The  diffjcullics  with  France,  however,  were 
not  so  easily  adjusted.  C.  C.  iMnckney,  P^lbridge  Gerry 
'  and  John  ^Marshall,  were  sent  by  the  administration 
to  negotiate  a  settlement  ;  but  instead  of  courteous 
treatment  they  received  an  intimation  that  unless  a  loan 
of  monc)'  were  forthcoming,  war  might  be  the  result. 
^Messrs.  Pinckne\'  and  Marsliall  at  once  returned  to 
America,  but  Mr.  Gerr}-,  witli  the  hope  of  preser\-ing 
friendly  relations  between  tlie  two  countries,  remained 
in  P'rance  some  montlis  longer.  He  was  recalled  by  the 
admini>tration  and  liis  course  was  severelv  criticised  ])y 
his  ]io]i;ical  f^p]v:)noins,  hui  there  can  l)e  no  doubt  tliat 
Ik-  was  actiiaU'd  bv  the  VA^>-^i  p.iiri-iic  iiU'ti\\.>.' 

.\eti\'c   ]tre].\.v.il;'. 'US  wer^-  n(»w  riKule  I'pir^ )H;,;liout  {]\c 
couritr)'  i(ir  a  war  with  I'r:uice,  and  tlie  furti locations 
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along  the  coast  were  put  in  a  state  of  defense.  The 
old  fort  in  ]\Iarblehead  became  a  rendezvous  for  the 
enlistment  of  volunteers,  and  a  company  was  stationed 
there  during  the  summer  of  179S,  under  the  comu-iand 
of  George  W.  Duncan,  a  lieutenant  of  engineers.  With 
the  same  patriotic  spirit  by  which  tliey  had  been  actu- 
ated during  the  great  struggle  for  independQuce,  tlie 
citizens  of  ]\iarblehead  sprang  to  arms  for  the  defense  of 
their  country.  The  veterans  of  the  Revolution,  though 
exempt  from  military  duty,  formed  themselves  into  a 
company,  and  were  armed  and  equipped  at  their  own 
expense.  Their  commander  was  the  intrepid  Cob  Will- 
iam R.  lyce,  under  whose  direction  they  were  disciplined 
once  a  fortnight,  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  act  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Encouraged  by  the  example  of  their 
elders,  the  }-oung  men  of  the  town  organized  a  company 
of  light  infantry,  and  early  in  the  month  of  vSeptember 
made  their  first  public  appearance,  clad  in  bright  new 
uniforms  and  properly  armed.  Another  company  was 
organized,  consisting  of  the  firemen  and  other  exempts, 
and  in  a  short  time  a  large  proportion  of  the  able-bodied 
men  of  the  town  liad  enrolled  themselves  as  volunteers, 
l^ortunately,  their  country  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
call  its  ever-ready  defenders  into  active  service  ;  for  two 
years  later,  with  the  accession  of  Xapoleon  Bonaparte 
to  power  in  France,  peace  was  restored. 

In  January,  1795,  Capt.  Thomas  Barker  in  the  schoon- 
er Jeremiah,  of  eighty-six  tons  and  six  men,  sailed  for 
I'ilbao  with  a  cargo  of  fish  and  oil.  On  his  return 
voyage  when  just  off  ]]ilbao  he  was  attacked  by  several 
boat-loads  of  niL-n  from  a  pirate  ship  which  had  pursued 
him.  vSecing  ihc  ])irates  appr(xach,  Ca])tain  Ikirkcr  made 
ready  to  ri'ct-ivc  ih-^iu  ]■>}•  Ljridiug  two  f<  »iir-|nnin;l  cluiudu 
with  wliicli  iho  srii(M  )iK-r  v  as  arnicd.  A>  the  i-iralL-s 
aUcm])tL'd  to  board,  tlic  cannon  were  discharged  with 
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terrible  effect.  The  boats  of  the  pirates  were  also  armed 
and,  as  the  fighting  was  at  close  range  it  seemed  for  a 
tinie  that  the  victory  would  be  theirs.  When  the  en- 
o^aoremcnt  was  at  its  hei^jht  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Jeremiah  exclaimed,  "  Captain,  we  are  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, all  the'  sliot  are  gone  !  "  "  Shove  in  the  knives, 
forks  and  spoojis,  and  anything  else  you  can  get  !  "  yelled 
the  captain.  This  was  done,  the  pirates  were  beaten  off, 
and  Captain  Ikirker  finished  his  voyage  in  safety,  though 
he  and  his"  crew  were  obliQcd  to  eat  their  meals  in 
the  most  pri.mitive  fashion  for  lack  of  proper  table 
furnishinos. 

Another  of  those  who  suffered  at  the  hands  of  pirates 
some  years  later  was  Capt.  George  Barker,  a  son  of 
Captain  Thomas,  who  seems  to  have 
been  endowed  with  all  the  fearless-  - 
ness  of  liis  father.    He  was  in  com-     /■       ^  | 
mand  of  tlie  ship  Ganges,  bound  from  ,/ 
vSumatra  to  Boston  with   a  load  of  ,  '  • 

pepper.    His  ship  was  attacked  ofi:  ■ 
the  Cape  of  Good  Blope.    The  pirates       ,        .'  '"-v  , 
firsi  ordered  Captain  Barker  to  send  ^  '/ ■ 

Ids  boat  aboard,  which  lie  stubbornly        \^  ( 
refused  to  do,  and  ordered  his  nien 
to   load    tlie   four    small    guns    on    ^•■^^'t-  C'fOKCE  barker. 
board  the  ship  and  prepare  for  action.    Tlie  mate,  who 
was  a  man  of  more  timid  disposition  than  the  captain, 
seeing  lliat  tlie  pirate  was  likely  to  prove  an  uglv  adver- 
sary, bvgged  permission  to  lower  the  boat.    This  he 
reluctantly  ga\-e  him  permission  to  do,  but  just  as  the 
l.)oat  was  lioisted,  a  shot  from  the  schooner  broke  her  to 
pieces.     Tile  pirates  then  lowrreJ  their  own  Ij-Kit,  :iikI 
>w.;nnii'.--  i.ver  the  deck  ( .f  th.e  '  kii'.-e<.  i\  •..ran  ;<  :  '.. 

111-  ^-w-rx  thru-  ihe}'  eoiud  kiy  their  h;nid,^  on.  i'iirdlw 
alter  taking  ne.u-l\-  all  llie  .Nt(»res  on  ()oar(b  the\-  liruui^ht 
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Up  a  chest  of  tea.  This  was  too  much  for  the  temper  of 
Captain  Barker  who  all  the  time  had  looked  on  in '  silent 
rage.  Overpowered  by  force  of  numbers,  he  had  seen 
that  resistance  would  be  useless,  but  now  that  he  had 
been  robbed  of  nearly  everything  eatable  on  board,  he 
could  restrain  himself  no  longer.  Walking  up  to  the 
pirate  captain  and  seizing  him  roughly  by  the  arm,  he 
exclaimed  :     Look  here,  shipmate,  I  like  tea,  and  I'm 

 —  if  you  are  going  to  take  the  whole  of  it !  "  The 

look  of  determination  and  resolute  manner  of  Captain 
Barker  so  astonished  and  amused  the  pirate  that  he  im- 
mediately divided  the  tea,  leaving  a  part  of  it  with  the 
captain  to  reward  him  for  his  courage.  The  pirates  tlien 
left  the  schooner,  taking  the  stolen  stores  v/ith  tliem. 

As  they  were  leaving,  the  lieutenant  of  the  schooner 
cried  :  Good-b)-,  Captain,  I  hope  to  meet  you  again  !  " 
Captain  Barker  filled  away  tlie  mainyard  to  get  aw^ay 
from  them  as 'soon  as  possible,  and  in  so  doing  he  al- 
most capsized  their  boat.  This  enraged  the  pirates 
especially  as  they  soon  discovered  Barker  in  the  rigging 
of  liis  ship  where  he  had  gone  to  watcli  tliem,  and  was 
relieving  his  pent-up  indignation  in  a  volley  of  oaths 
and  imprecation.s.  The  pirates  watched  their  opj^ortu- 
nity,  and  as  they  sailed  past  the  ship  hred  a  broadside, 
which  tore  the  rigging  all  to  pieces.  Captain  Barker,  at 
whom  the  shot  was  aimed,  fortunately  escaped  without 
injury. 

A  few  hours  after  this  experience,  the  Ganges  was 
boarded  by  a  lieutenant  and  a  part)'  of  marines  from  an 
Hnglish  cruiser.  After  saluting  Captain  Barker,  and 
ins])ecting  his  jxipers,  the  lieutenant  said:  "We  are 
looking  for  a  jMralc  schooner  which  is  infesting  these 
\vaiv.-r>,  Ikiw  yon  s^v-ii  aiiMiiing  vi  h.^r?"  AXhih  a  \-i\-id 
ri:C"ii(.'cl.ii'n  (if  iIk- .->uncrings  of  many  oi  liis  U.)wn>men 
at  the  liands  of  tlu-  Briti>h,  the  cajUain  exclaimed  gruff- 
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ly :  "  None  of  your  business.  I  hate  an  Englishman 
worse  than  I  do  pirates !  "  And  the  lieutenant  was 
obliged  to  depart  without  information,  though  he  took 
with  him  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Ganges  and  impressed 
them  into  the  British  naval  service. 

During  the  year  1799,  little  of  especial  local  interest 
to  the  people  of  ^Marbleliead  appears  to  have  occurred. 
On  the  6th  of  June,  Col.  Azor  Orne,^  who  had  been  one 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  died  in 
Boston,  and  his  remains  were  brought  to  iNlarblehead  for 
interment.  On  the  Sunday  following  his  death,  the 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Hubbard,  pastor  of  the  B'irst  Congrega- 
tional vSoeiety,  preached  an  appropriate  sermon,  taking 
for  his  text  the  words  found  in  chapter  eleven  of  the 
gospel  according  to  St.  John,  thirty-fifth  verse:  Jesus 
wept." 

Another  event  to  which  considerable  local  importance 
attached,  was  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  vSewall,- 
as  a  member  of  Congress.  I\Ir.  Sewall  was  an  eminent 
member  of  the  Essex  bar,  and  had  for  several  years 
represented  ]\Iarblehead  in  the  General  Court.  Blaving 

^Col-.  Azor  Orne  was  bom  in  Marblehead  on  the  22d  of  July,  1731,  and 
was  the  son  of  Joshua  Orne,  n.n  eminent  merchant,  who  had  served  the  town 
in  various  capacities.  He  l)egan  his  ]:)ul)hc  career  in  1773  as  a  representative 
in  the  General  (."uurt;  hut  his  most  active  services  commenced  in  1775,  at  the 
breakini;  out  of  th.e  Revohitionary  War.  Me  v^  as  an  active  memlKn-  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  during  the  exciting  years  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war;  a  dehcgate  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  a  member  of  both 
branciies  t>t  il^e  Gcrieral  Court.  Id  e  sluxred  with  Elbridge  Gerry  and  Jeremiah 
Lee  the  hi  >n.  >r  of  being  elected  a  member  of  the  first  Continental  Congress. 
During  tlie  wm-  lor  Jndej^endence  he  was  an  eminent  patriot,  freely  giving  his 
time,  and  loaning  his  money  for  tlie  cause  in  wliich  he  was  engaged.  lie 
was  a  member  of  th.e  State  Convention  whicli  framed  the  new  Constitution 
alter  the  war,  an.'  also  of  tlie  convention  called  for  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
(  on>tir;:i;..!>  i;i  i;  nS.  1  le  \vas  clio.-n  a  member  of  t he  council  in  17S0,  and 
a-x\u  hi  i;--,      :  e  -n're  al  ibe  l:;:;-  of  i.i-.  oeatl;..    In   I7<;2  be  was 

ci:..--ii  ;-oi  ;  .     Ir  -\  :V:  !  \':..:-oo      :-;ut  of  I'u-  fniird  ^t.-U-. 

-Samuel  ^eu,d!,  i,.l..[>.,  A.A.S..  wa:.  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College, 
aud  studied  law  Uiider  tlie  <urection  vif  Chief  Iu>tice  l*ana.  a  lawver  of  irreal 
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been  prominent  in  all  local  matters,  and  deeply  interest- 
ed in  the  welfare  of  his  fello^Y-citizens,  his  election  gave 
the  most  sincere  pleasure  to  the  people  of  jNIarblehead, 
who  felt  that  in  him  they  had  an  able  advocate  of 
their  interests  at  the  national  Capitol.  Nor  v/as  their 
confidence  niisplaced.  "No  man" — said  Hon.  Isaac 
Parker,  in  a  tribute  to  his  memory, —  "ever  understood 
better  the  general   interests  of  his  country  and  the 

particular  interests  of   his  con- 
stituents.    The  citizens  of  ]\Iar- 
/       "  '   r.''-         bleliead  used  to  acknowledge  the 
;  P?*         ^  great  benefits  derived  from,  his 

i       L-.*       '      '       attention  to  their  peculiar  busi- 
ness and  the  improvements  intro- 
.    ■  ^  .  duced  into  it  by  liis  exertions. 

;  .  ^.  His  commercial  information  was 

,      —       much  valued  and  much  used  in 

,    ,  ,  Concrress  No    man  in 

the    House    of  Representatives 
?AML-EL  SKWALI..  ui or c  rcHcd  u])on  for  useful 

knowledge,  nor  more  esteemed   for  power  in  debate 

than  he  was  Whenever  he  addressed  the  chair, 

mend3ers  of  all  descriptions  listened  with  an  expectation 
of  being  informed  and  an  assurance  that  they  should 
not  be  deceived." 

The  first  bequest  made  to  the  town  was  the  sum  of 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  wliicli  was  given 

eminence.  He  began  liis  professional  laljors  in  Mrirbleheeul,  anil  continued 
his  .practice  in  the  Ci-unty  of  Es.^ex  lintil  liis  election  to  Conj^ress.  He  owne'l 
considerable  jULipcrty  in  the  town,  the  Lee  Mansion''  being  at  one  time  a 
part  of  his  eslate.  In  the  year  1.S00  he  was  ai)pointcd  to  a  scat  on  the  bench 
"f  the  Sr.pren.e  (.'.-urt  of  Mnssa.  hv;St.  it.-,  jn-l  ^-l  -  ;;ient!y  became  <  hief 
hi<tic.',  wh       ;  !i  he  h^-M      :!  .        ^       i,-.  ,    \\- ■:■  ■  ^  a  \  ^  ■•.vaxvam 

and  e\e;ppl.^:\-  ..^n-'uiidi-aiU  ■  M;  ...  V       ■  -  ,d    ('i  :;r;l. 

e>it;en;ed  aii  !  l.ieii 'Ved  i^y  ail  wiio  LneNs  i^m.  lie  .:K',  in  iNl.j,  at  the  nL;e  ef 
tiltv--.evi.Mi  vcars. 
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by  Capt.  John  Marchant  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
During  the  month  of  June,  1797,  Captain  ]Marchant, 
who  was  about  to  sail  on  a  foreign  vo}'age  from 
Philadelphia,  plaeecl  a  promissory  note  for  that  amount, 
which  he  held  against  a  citizen  of  Dorchester,  in  the 
hands  of  Col.  William  R.  ].,ee,  with  instructions  to 
collect  it,  and  in  case  he  never  returned,  to  donate  the 
amount  to  the  poor  of  the  town.  Captain  IMarchant 
died  at  Batavia  during  the  following  year,  and  the  note 
was  collected  in  accordance  with  his  instructions.  It  is 
doubtful,  however, 


whether  the  benev- 
olent intentions  of 
the  donor  have  ever 
been    carried    into    y.  '^  . 

effect.    After  an  un-  -W:^:::u.    ■  "  '  ''l  ! 

successful    attempt  r-  o-^. ^^J^y/.^  -^^-^-'-  '-^^- 

Xo  invest  the  fund,  -  -  ' 

the  overseers  of  the        .vakchant  north  school  koise,  high  st. 
poor  turned  it  over  to  tlie  town,  and  it  was  appropriated 
for  the  erection  of  two  grammar  schoolliouses. 

On  tlie  14111  of  December,  1799,  George  Washington, 
revered  and  beloved  as  the  father  of  his  country," 
died  at  Mount  \\:rnoii,  in  the  sixty-seventh  \'ear  of  his 
age.  In  accordance  with  a  recommendation  of  the 
General  Court,  that  eulogies  be  delivered  in  all  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  Thursday,  the 
2d  da}-  of  January,  1800,  was  observed  in  IMarbleliead 
with  impressive  ceremonies,  in  honor  of  the  illustrious 
dead.  Pxjlls  were  tolled,  flags  were  raised  at  half-mast, 
minutc-L^nns  were  flred  by  artillcrv  stationed  on  Train- 
inL;-lu']d  Hill/'  :md  tlicre  was  a  general  suspension  of 
hi"-irL>^  in  t-hen.  cf  llie  grief  of  the  people  al  tlie 
liLiliun's  Ill  the  ai'lenmoii,  the  Lodge  of  .Masons, 

the  Marine  vSociety,  and  the  scholars  of  the  pul)lic 


V  .;">,r. •>',■■.)'  '^iil  tol:: 
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schools,  formed  a  procession,  and  after  parading  tlirougli 
Ihe  principal  streets  marched  to  the  new  meeting-honse, 
where,  after  otlier  appropriate  exercises,  an  oration  was 
'delivered  by  Joseph  Story,  then  a  student  in  the  law 
office  of  Hon.  vSanuicl  vSewall,  and  afterwards  Associate 
Justice  of  the  vSupreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
The  oration,  wliich  was  listened  to  with  rapt* attention 
by  a  large  and  aj^prcciative  audience,  was  spoken  of  as 
"  an  elegant  address,"  and  was  afterward  published  by 
vote  of. the  town. 

In  the  autumn  of  1800,  the  town  w^as  once  more 
thrown  into  a  state  of  the  most  intense  excitement  by 
the  breaking  out  of  tlie  small  pox.  Dr.  Eiisha  Story, 
who  had  for  many  \-ears  been  a  popular  and  successful 
physician  in  the  town,  having  learned  of  the  important 
discovery  by  Dr.  Jenner,  that  contagion  from  small  pox 
could  be  averted  by  inoculation  with  cow  virus,  sent 
to  England  and  procured  a  quantity  of  virus,  with 
which  he  inoculated  several  of  his  own  children,  and 
those  of  some  of  his  friends.  It  was  soon  evident, 
however,  that  a  fatal  mistake  had  been  made.  The 
vi-rus  proved  to  be  that  of  the  genuine  small-pox,  and  as 
the  disease  spread  from  house  to  house,  the  people  were 
panic-stricken  wuth  fear.  vSeveral  town  meetings  were 
held  to  consider  the  matter,  and  the  Town  House  being 
too  small  to  contain  the  crov.-d  of  excited  citizens  that 
assembled,  the  meetings  were  adjourned  and  again  con- 
vened at  the  "  New  fleeting-house."  All  intercourse 
with  other  towns  was  prohibited,  ^and  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  adopt  other  necessary  measures  of  precaution 
against  the  spread  of  tlie  pestilence.  Tlie  wrath  of  the 
unretlccting  and  ignorant  j^Drlion  cf  llu;  comimniiU'  was 
dirccU-d  willi  e>]iK-cia]  sew-rily  :u'';.;n-l  Dr.  Stor\\  to 
wlium  the\"  atLril)ntL-d  the  ciuisc^  of  ilie  eniire  Irnuble. 
Threats  of  lynching  Inm  weie  puljlicl\-  nuule,  and  fears 
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were  entertained  by  his  friends  that  some  serious  injur}' 
would  be  done  him,  either  in  person  or  property.  The 
counsels  of  the  wise  prevailed,  however,  and  the  good 
doctor,  who  suffered  keenly  in  his  mind  on  account 
of  the  distress  which  he  had  innocently  caused,  was 
unmolested. 

To  add  to  the  general  distress,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  connnunity  were  suffering  from  the  most  extreme 
privations  of  poverty.  ^lelancholy  indeed,"  wrote  the 
town's  connnittee  a  few  weeks  later,  was  the  prospect  of 
six  hundred  inhabitants  (  one-twelfth  of  our  population  ) 
who,  independent  of  disease,  were  destitute  of  the  com- 
mon comforts  of  life  ;  who  had  little  else  than  hunger 
and  cold  in  prospect,  with  the  approaching  inclement 
season."  The  town  had  \-oted  to  care  for  the  poor  and 
destitute,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  furnish  relief 
proportionate  to  such  a  demand."  Succor  was  at  han.d, 
however,  for  upon  th.eir  necessities  being  known,  contri- 
butions began  to  pour  in  from  several  of  the  neighboring 
towns,  and  in  a  short  time  the  distress  was  alleviated. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  iSc^i,  a  little  less  than  two 
months  after  the  breakino-  out  of  the  disease,  the  town 
was  declared  cleansed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  other 
towns  were  invited  to  resume  their  usual  irilercourse. 
lint  ])efore  this  could  be  done,  the  gra\-e  had  received 
sixty-four  victims  of  the  pestilence,  twenty  of  whom 
were  adults. 

We  have  now  reached  a  period  in  the  history  of  our 
town,  and  of  the  nation,  when,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
prt)]Kr  iin(ler-lan_ding  of  the  events  which  follow,  in  the 
year>  iiUei\'ening  ])cfore  the  AVar  of  1S12,  it  l^ecomcs 
ucC'v-.-^'-ary  to  ]\-\']l'w  brieilx'  iiie  origin  an*]  v)rnici]'>u;'>  oi 
llu:  two  Li'o.it  iM.iiucal  \^:<M\^-^  iiiio  wliieh  ih-j 
wci\-  i\w:i]<-^\.  l;oih  p.ini^->  had  Uicir  ])cgin!iing  in  1;:^- 
ew'iUs  inci'.leiU  to  the  adoj/iion  of  ilie  Cun>titrition,  and 
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the  organization  of  the  national  governnient.  The 
advocates  of  a  consolidated  and  powerful  government, 
led  by  John  Adams,  Alexander  Hamilton  and  John  Jay, 
styled  themselves  Federalists,  and  were  in  favor  of  the 
subordination  of  the  States  to  the  nation.  Opposed  to 
them  were  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  ]\ladison,  Samuel 
Adams  and  Elbridge  Gerr}-,  who  viewed  with  a  jealous 
eye  the  encroachments  of  the  general  government  upon 
the  rights  reserved  to  the  vStates,  and  who  were  the 
reco"-nized  Ic-aders  of  a  laro-e  minority  stvline  thenrselves 
Republicans,  or,  as  they  were  afterwards  called,  Demo- 
crats. 

The  Federalists,  being  conservative  in  their  ideas, 
found  it  difficult  to  relinquish  tlie  pomp  and  splendor  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  when  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  England,  and  were  in  favor  of  ''high 
sounding  titles,-'  and  of  creating  great  distinctions 
between  the  officials  and  the  peo])le.  The  Democrats 
were  radically  opposed  to  every  measure  of  a  monarchial 
or  an  aristocratic  tendency,  and  Vs-ere  in  favor  of  the 
ubnost  simplicity  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. Instead  of  creatiuQ-  distinctions,  thev  regarded 
the  officials  as  the  servants  of  the  people,  an.d  insisted 
upon  holding  them  to  a  strict  accountaljility  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  their  duties  wliile  in  office. 

Party  spirit  ran  high  upon  all  the  puf-^lic  questions 
of  the  da\-,  and  cspecialh'  at  the  time  of  an  election,  and 
the  adherents  of  both  parties  were  often  guilty  of  indulg- 
ing in  the  most  excessive  and  bitter  vituperation  against 
their  oj^iionents.  This  was  espccialh'  true  of  the  cam. 
paign  ]>receding  the  presidential  election  of  1800,  whicji 
resulted  in  tlie  trium]:)h  of  the  I\e])ublicLUi-I K-mocrat.^, 
and  llie  ekclion  (..f  Thomas  Jefferson.  H'lie  c''li--'^ns  of 
?ilai'i)ler:e;ul  \\v  i'e  L)emoer:ils  by  a  birge  ^uajL-riU',  and 
wlien,   in   tiie  s])ring  of   the  follovv'ing  >'ear,  Ij^lljridge 


OF  MAKBLEHEAU.  273 

Gerry  was  the  candidate  of  their  party  for  the  office  of 
Governor  of  ^Massachusetts,  the  vote  of  the  town  was 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  in  his  favor,  ao^ainst  twentv- 
seven  votes  cast  for  his  oj^ponent,  Governor  Strong. 
The  Federalists  were  in  the  majority  in  tlie  State,  and 
Governor  Strong  was  elected  ;  but  "  it  is  a  proof  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  integrity  of  ]\Ir.  Gerry, 
that  the  vote  for  him  was  large  though  insufficient  to 
insure  his  election/' 

Duri-ng  the  years  intervenin.g  until  1804,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  nothing  of  importance  to  record.  Early  in 
the  month  of  January  of  that  year,  the  principal  business 
-men  and  capitalists  of  the  town  subscribed  5ioo,ooo  as 
the  ca]:>ital  stock  of  a  bank,  and  applied  to  the  legislature 
for  an  act  of  incorporation.  "  We  feel  confident,"  they 
declared  in  their  memorial,  "  that  the  trade  and  mercan- 
tile capital  of  the  place,  though  slowh'  revi\'ing  from 
the  depression  they  suffered  in  the  American  war,  are 
now  adequate  to  the  support  of  the  institution,  and  will 
receive  from  it  an  increasing  \'igor.  The  means  of  a 
frequent  credit  at  a  common  rate  of  interest,  and 
,  obtained  in  money,  must  be  an  important  aid  to  their 
fishers-,  which  now  employs  a  thousand  seamen  and  a 
large  capital.  Though  not  restored  to  its  former  extent 
and  prosperity,  the  foreign  connnerce  of  the  place  is 
materiall}'  connected  with  the  fisher\',  an.d  principally 
engaged  in  exporting  its  produce,  and  the  returns  in  gold 
and  silver  received  for  this  valuable  export  will  contin- 
ually sup])ly  their  l)ank  and  maintain  its  credit."  The 
act  of  incorporation  recei\'ed  the  signature  of  the  go\-- 
ern(.>r  on  the  7th  of  r\Iarch,  181)4,  and  tlie  institution 
was  e>tnblislK.-d  as  the  :\Iarb]eliead  l^iiik.  Tlie  t'.r^t 
nu-viing  ol  iiK-  cr)m]>any  fcr  the  eketi'>n  of  eiik'-rs 
lield  at  I'liiiKinrs  Ta\-ern,  on  the  ii-tii  Aj>iii,  when 
Ca})t.   Jt)>eph  Tnirker,  ^\\.  Ilenr}-  (killisun,  Capt,  John 
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Selinan,  Mr.  Jolin  Hooper,  4l.h,  Capt.  William  Hooper, 
]Mr.  Nathaniel  Hooper  and  Capt.  Thomas  ]\Ieek,  were 
chosen  directors.  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  held 
siibsequently  at  the  store  of  John  Williams  &  Co.,  Capt. 
Joseph  Barker  was  elected  president,  and  ]\Ir.  John 
Pedrick,  3d,  cashier.  A  few  days  later,  the  "  Lee 
^Mansion  House  "  was  purchased  of  Hon.  Samuel  vSewall, 
for  f]\'e  thousand  dollars,  and  has  ever  since  been  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  bank. 

Instances  of  great  bravery  are  not  uncommon  when 
men  are  fighting  for  the  lionor  of  their  country  or  in 
defense  of  their  homes.  The  deeds  of  the  soldier  who 
bravely  faces  death  upon  the  baltle-field  are  recorded  on 
enduring  monuments,  and  all  men  unite  in  doing  honor 
to  the  hero.  But  there  are  deeds  of  heroism  performed 
when  tlie  country  is  at  peace,  and  the  home  is  free  from 
daiiger,  v/hen  the  ocean  is  the  battle-field,  and  ■  the 
mighty  wind  the  foe.  These,  too  often,  are  allowed  to 
fade  from  tlie  memory  and  to  perish  in  oblivion.  Thus, 
there  are  few  persons  li\-ing  to-day  wlio  have  ever  heard 
of  the  many  acts  of  heroism  performed  by  r\Iarblehead 
fiskermen  while  at  sea.  ]\Iuch  has  been  done  to  perpet- 
'uate  the  memor}'  of  an  act  of  injustice  to  an  innocent 
man,  who  had  been  accused  by  a  cowardly  crew  of  wil- 
fully refusing  to  assist  a  vessel  in  distress ;  but  the 
following  incident,  so  Vvortliy  to  be  had  in  remembrance, 
has  been  almost  forgotten. 

In  the  spring  of  1805,  the  English  ship  Jupiter 
foundered  at  sea,  and  three  days  after  the  sad  event, 
Skipper  William  Powers  fell  in  with  her  long-boat, 
having  on  l)oard  thirty-nine  of  the  passengers  and  crew. 
Tlie  fresh  wind  and  lieax'v  sea  r^'inU-rcd  it  imp()ssi])k'  for 
I  lie  b-  ';\t  to  lu.ard  the  schucmcr,  and  for  'a  liira-  it  was 
fu:u'^.d  that  attenipls  to  le^cuc-  the  u:it.  aluiKitc  uccu- 
pcuits  mu^t  be  al^andoiied.     iMiialK-,  as  a  last  resort,  the 
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heroic  "  skipper  "  placed  a  rope  about  his  waist,  and  by 
flinging  himself  over  the  "  lee  quarter,"  succeeded  in 
lifting  each  person  separately  on  board  the  vessel.  It 
was  nobly  done  ;  but  the  disinterested  skipper  performed 
the  act  of  mercy  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  and,  though 
a  strong  and  powerful  man,  was  completely  exhausted 
and  severely  bruised.  The  rescued  passengers  were 
shortly  after  distributed  among  three  other  vessels,  com- 
manded b}"  vSkip])ers  John  Powers,  Green  and  Dennis, 
by  whom  they  a 
were    brought    in  /  /(^--i,       ,  - 

safety  to   IMarble-  '      '  -  ; 

head.    Their  arri-  >'V   '  '  :v.'''  '..t;,^. 

val  was  the  signal  -   •  '  J ^     /  -  . ' 

for  similar  acts  of         r         ' "  •  "  /    .  '  /' 

generosity  on  tlie       a   :  •  / 

part  of  the  inhabit-        ■  ^  . 

ants,    who  vied 

'  SNOW   AMERICA  IM  A  5TOKM    AT  SS-A,  AKCIIIHALD 

with  one  another  selman,  master.  1S03. 

in  sup]3lying  their  necessities,  and  making  them  as  com- 
fortable as  tlicir  friendk-^s  situation  would  permit. 

,  Shortly  after  this  e\-eut  the  town  was  again  throv,-n 
into  a  state  of  excitement  by  the  news  of  an  outrage 
committed  by  the  Ihitish.  frigate  \'ille  de  ^lilan  upon 
several  fishing  vessels  from  ^^farblehead,  Salem  and 
Beverly.  Tlie  frigate  was  cruising  on  the  Ranks,  and  her 
connnander,  Ca])tain  Lowrie,  boarded  the  vessels  and 
impressed  tweh-e  or  fourteen  of  their  best  men  into 
the  Ih'itish  na\-al  ser\-ice.  Though  o\\\\  one  of  many 
similar  outrages,  tliis  inciderit  is  important  as  an  illus- 
tration C)f  the  di'prcdation^  cc^mmitted  In'  Briti.^h  cruisers 
uiyu  Am'.'ri(Mn  S'.-;iu.k-u,  whieli  rc>i;ltc;(l  in  tlie  |)assa^^e 
"1  th'.'  ]■.:!:  1  >,ii'gi  -  A^'t,  ^iiui  liu-  ■  u^-iU  war  ])l  I\\\a;;] 

ihc-  ruitcd  SlaKs  :m(l  ( ;r^.a  ];rilaiH. 

'riu.-  p'>]itie;d  c:un]):iig!i  ]n'eeediug  the  election  of  1S05 
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was  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  party  spirit  and  bitter  in- 
tolerance manifested  by  both  Federalists  and  Democrats. 
For  several  )'ears,  IMarblehead  had  been  represented  in 
the  General  Court  by  five  Democrats,  all  of  whom  were 
nominated  for  reelection.  As  the  day  of  election  ap- 
proached, the  Gazette,  a  F'^edcralist  organ  published 
in  vSalem,  contained  articles  from  time  to  time,  addressed 
to  tlie  citizens  of  ^^larblehead,  strongly  urging  the  claims 
of  the  Federalist  candidates,  and  severely  reflecting  upon 
the  course  adopted  by  their  opponents.  Articles  in 
reply  were  published  in  the  Register,  the  organ  of  the 
Democrats,  and  the  result  was  a  newspaper  controversy 
which  continued  long  after  the  election  was  over.  The 
Democratic  candidates  were  reelected  ;  but  the  ill-feeling 
engendered  during  tht:  campaign  took  the  form  of  trium- 
phant exultation  on  the  part  of  their  supporters,  which 
increased  the  virulence  of  the  defeated  and  discomfited 
Federalists.  ,  Political  argument  soon  "developed  into 
personal  abuse  ;  crimination  and  recriminntion  followed, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  opposing  parties  were  engaged  in 
a  warfare  of  words,  which,  with  its  attendant  excitement, 
threatened  the  peace  of  the  community. 

This  state  of  affairs  continued  until  the  spring  of 
1806,  when  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing was  approaching.  A  short  time  before  the  day  on 
which  the  meeting  was  to  be  held,  se\'eral  hundred 
copies  of  a  paniphlet,  entitled,  An  Address  to  the  In- 
habitants of  I\rarblehead,  Relative  to  the  \'ery  Bad  Policy 
of  the  Town,''  were  m\'sterioush'  distributed  from  house 
to  house.  The  address  consisted  of  a  review  of  the  ex- 
penditures b}-  the  various  boards  of  town  officers,  and  a 
.severe  criticism  upon  the  maniK-r  in  whicli  tlie  business 
of  the  town  luiil  be^n  ci'n^iiiclcd.  Ailcr  the  must  coxx-ri 
insinuations  cncLTiiing  tlic  o\'erscL-rs,  collectors  and 
assessors,   the   remriindcr   of    the   address   \\-as  largely 
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devoted  to  abuse  of  the  selectmen.  They  were  character- 
ized as  "  men  without  talents,  information,  or  integ- 
rity ;  wholly  wrapped  up  in  their  own  importance,  and 
passionate  without  restraint."  They  were  also  charged 
with  extreme  partisansliip,  and  with  dela}-ing  "  honest 
applicants'  merely  to  annoy  a  political  opponent." 
"What  liave  politics,"  concludes  this  portion  of  tlie 
address,  "  to  do  witli  surveying  our  highways,  or  passing 
upon  a  town  order  ?  vSuch,  however,  is  the  disposition 
of  some  men,  who  are  continually  prating  on  the  cor- 
ners of  the  streets,  and  extolling  nobod)''s  goodness  and 
philanthropy  but  their  own  ;  and  sucli  is  their  baseness, 
that  they  would  fain  make  you  believe  that  because  this 
or  that  man  does  not  agree  with  you.  in  politics,  there- 
fore he  cannot  be  an  honest  man." 

,  These,  and  similar  sentences,  caused  the  indignant 
citizens  to  believe  that  the  address  was  the  Vv'ork  of  their 
Federalist  opponents,  wlio  had  adopted  this  method  of 
destro)'ing  the  con.fidencc  of  tlie  people  in  tlie  honor  and 
integrity  of  their  officials.  If  such  was  its  mission  the 
address  was  a  failure.  Instead  of  having  the  desired 
eHect,  it  created  a  storm  of  indignation  and  excitement. 
]Men  congregated  in  groups  upon  the  wharves  and  in  the 
various  places  of  public  resort,  angrily  discussed  the 
more  objectionable  portions  of  the  address,  and  threat- 
ened vengeance  upon  tlie  author.  But  their  threats 
were  not  easily  executed.  The  pan.iphlet  had  been 
circulated  at  night,  an.d  as  it  contained  neither  the 
name  of  the  author  nor  the  imprint  of  the  printer,  no 
one  knew  whence  it  came,  or  by  whom  it  was  written. 

Though  u.nablc  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  author, 
the  citizens  wc-re  (ktvrniincd  to  sliow  tlicir  disap])r<j]):i- 
lii  >ii  ijf  liR-  SLTilini^  iil^  0(j:i.UiiiK:d  in  tiie  a(l(h\'^s.  TIi^-n- 
rcsi >l\<.-<.h  ]u..\w\'Lr,  to  wait  unlil  "Uown  lUL-Liiiig  rui\-," 
anci  tliL-n  in  tlivir  corporate  capacity  lake  >x\ch  action  as 
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should  be  deemed  appropriate  and  expedient.  The  17th 
of  ]\Iarch,  1806,  will  be  forever  memorable  in  the  annals 
of  ^larblehead.  It  was  the  day  of  the  animal  town 
meeting,  and  from  ever}'  qnarter  of  the  town  the  stnrd}' 
fishermen  conorecrated,  nntil  the  old  Town  Honse  was 
crowded  to  rej^letion,  and  the  entire  sqnare  in  the  vicinity 
was  thronged  with  an  earnest  and  excited  mnltitnde. 

Who  can  describe  the  scenes  incident  to  a  ]\Iarblehead 
town  meeting  three-quarters  of  a  centnry  ago?  The 
strong  traits  of  character  whicli  marked  the  men  of  those 
days  can  never  be  properly  delineated,  save  by  one  witli 
the  genius  and  keen  perception  of  a  Dickens.  Demo- 
cratic at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the}- 
were  especially  so  when  in  town  meeting  assembled. 
Tlie  wealthy  merchant,  proud  of  his  aristocratic  ances- 
try ;  the  imperious  captain,  accustomed  to  the  strict 
discipline  of  a  ship,  where  he  had  but  to  command,  to 
be  obeyed ;  and  the  poor  fisherman  v/hose  life  from 
youth  to  old  age  had  been  one  incessant  round  of  toil 
and  privation,  met  on  an  equalit)',  which  in  any  other 
town  would  ha\'e  been  impossil^le.  If  tlieir  ideas  were 
» peculiar  not  less  so  were  their  customs.  They  were  a 
law  unto  themselves,  and  they  passed  their  votes  in 
utter  defiance  of  warrants  and  of  rulings.  Though  no 
one  ever  removed  his  hat  except  to  address  the  meeting, 
every  fisherman  took  off  his  jacket  upon  entering  the 
hall.  And  they  were  nearly  all  debaters.  Woe  betide 
the  luckless  individual  who,  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
indulged  in  personalities,  or  advocated  unpopukir  senti- 
ments ;  "it  were  better  for  him  that  he  had  never  been 
born,'"  than  to  draw  upon  himself  the  contemptuous 
sarcasm  and  fierce  denunciation  of  liis  fel]<)w  citizens. 

'fhe  town  nieetiiu;-  (ji  wliicli  we  write-'  was  no  c-xcep- 
ti('nt(.)  the  general  rrile.  As  soon  :i>  the  meeting  liad 
i>een  organized       the  choice  of  a  mo(lerate)r,  a  promi- 
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nent  citizen  produced  a  copy  of  the  obnoxious  pamphlet, 
from  which  he  read  some  of  the  most  objectionable, 
sentences,  and  then,  in  a  speech  of  several  minutes' 
duration,  proceeded  to  denounce  the  author,  the  printer 
and  the  entire  Federal  party.  Otlier  speakers  followed, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  their  remarks  it  was  voted  : 

That  the  Lynig  PcinipJilct,  introduced  into  t^liis  meet- 
ing, lately  addressed  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  tliis  town,  be 
burned  by  tlie  chimne\'-sv,'eeper,  and  that  Thomas 
Nicliolson  be  directed  to  see  it  put  into  execution." 
But  there  was  no  necessity  of  choosing  a  master  of 
ceremonies.  The  citizens  took  tlie  matter  into  their 
own  bands,  and  after  collecting-  as  many  copies  of  the 
pamphlet  as  possible,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  entrance 
of  tlie  town,  where  a  fire  was  kindled,  and  the  "  Address 
to  the  Inhabitants  "  was  committed  to  the  flames.  The 
proceedings  were  probably  of  the  most  boisterous  na- 
ture, for  men  in  a  state  of  excitement  are  not  likely  to 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  their  actions.  No  authentic 
report  of  the  affair  has  come  down  to  us,  but  there  is  a 
tradition  that  a  poor  negro,  rejoicing  in  the  cognomen 
of  Jjlack  Cliarle)-,''  was  \'iolenth'  pushed  into  the  hre, 
and  though  no  bodily  liarm  befell  him,  his  hat,  which 
fell  off,  was  entirel)-  consumed. 

The  vSalem  Gazette,  in  its  next  issue,  characterized 
the  affair  as  a  riot,  and  a  few  days  later  several  of  the 
principal  participants  were  summoned  before  the  grand 
jury,  then  silting  at  Ipswich,  and  subjected  to  a  rigid 
examination  concerning  the  proceedings.  Tlie  blame 
for  this  indignity  was  also  charged  to  the  I'cderalists, 
and  on  the  7th  of  April  another  mectin.g  was  held  to 
consider  the  matter.  The  citizens  had,  in  the  mean- 
time, ilenii  >:!-lr,iU  ''I  their  eenhu(.'nce  in-  the  i<^\\n  "::;eer> 
bv  reek-cling  ih.em.  .xW-X  on  ihi.-  i-'ecii^ii  -n  Mr.  \'X>k  nezer 
Gra\'es,  c>ne  of  the  selectmen,  w;is  clu'>c-n  nuKler.itor  c)f 
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the  meeting.  After  remarks  by  several  prominent 
citizens,  the  following  votes,  expressive  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people,  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  Voted :  That  this  town  views  with  just  resentment 
certain  measures  taken  by  restless  persons  to  destroy  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  tlic  same  ;  and  it  now  appearing 
that  several  of  the  good  citizens  have  lately  been  sum- 
moned and  did  appear  before  tlie  grand  jury  at  a  court 
sitting  at  Ipswich  for  the  county  of  Essex,  and  were 
examined  respecting  certain  proceedings  in  this  town  on 
or  about  the  i/tli  of  ^larch  last,  therefore, — 

"  J^olcd :  That  this  tov/n  has  a  fellow-feeling  of 
sympathy  for  the  good  citizens  thereof,  and  that  should 
any  of  theui  be  indicted,  or  process  of  law  be  com- 
menced ao-ainst  anv  of  them  for  the  doinos  of  that  dav 
(]\Iarch  i/tli),  for  burning  what  v.'as  then  termed  the 
Lying  Pamphlet,  this  town  will  in  its  corporate  capacity 
(agreeable  to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth )  defend  and  support  them  in  and  against  any 
lawsuit  that  has  been  or  ma}'  be  commenced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proceedings  of  the  17th  of  ^larch  aforesaid. 

"  J'o/rd :  That  this  town  consider  the  aforesaid 
]3am]_/iilet  entitled  '  An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
^larblehead,'  as  an  insult  offered  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  both  in  their  individual  and  incorporate  capac- 
ity, and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  '  to  search  and 
inquire  for  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  aforesaid,  or  any 
accessory  thereto,  and  him  or  them  to  prosecute  accord- 
ing to  law  at  the  expense  of  the  town.'  " 

Nine  persons  were  elected  as  members  of  this  impor- 
tant committee,  who  were  also  authorized  to  act  as  the 
agents  of  the  town  in  employing  attorneys.  lUit  there 
was  no  neces:^ity  f^r  this  action.  Xo  one  was  indicted 
by  the  _L>rarid  jury,  and  in  a  >hnit  time  the  exeilenieiit 
subsided. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

In  another  chapter  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
existence  of  neg-ro  slavery  in  ]\Iarble]iead.  Thoui-h  the 
practice  was  not  by  any  means  general,  and  the  nnmber 
of  slaves  in  tlie  town  was  not  large,  nearly  every  family 
of  sufficient  means  during-  the  Colonial  days  owned  one 
or  more  negroes.  Tliey  were  common!}'  en]ployed  as 
house-servants,  though  in  some  instances  their  masters 
found  that  tliey  could  be  worked  to  advantage  as  ship- 
wrights and  sailors. 

Though  the  information  to  be  obtained  in  regard  to 
the  subject  is  very  slight,  enough  can  be  gleaned  from 
reliable  tradition  to  show  that  the  servitude  was  of  a 
very  mild  form.  As  a  rule  the  relations  of  master  and 
'servant  were  amicable,  and  a  majorit}'  of  the  negroes 
were  contented  and  liappv,  leading  the  same  careless, 
irresponsible  life  that  has  been  characteristic  of  the  race 
in  all  coinitries  and  all  aoes. 


At  tnnes  a  strong  affection  existed  ^'^i^ilil-;^ 
between  the  servants  and  the  families  [  >^  !\|,>. 

of    tlTeir   masters.     Samuel    Russell  "ife^:^^;,: 

buried  Agnes,  his  negro  woman  serv-  ^-'-HV/; 
ant    on    the    Old    Hill,    and    erected        '  " 

,  ,  .  ^  SLAVE  GKAVKSTONH. 

a    gravesluuc  to    ncr    memory.     And  old  hill. 

nK•I^b•.•r-^  (4'  tiic  Prince  faniilv  Ix.rc  cheerful  testim-nix- 
to  the  W(;=rt]i  '■'[  Ciic,  a  naii\-e  African,  wlio  in  his  \<uU]i 
had  1  .)cen  purchased  b\'  their  iLither  and  ser\'ed  liim 
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many  years.  Cato  was  set  free  in  1781  and  enlisted  as  a 
free  man  in  the  Continental  x\rniy.  He  received  noth- 
ing- for  his  services,  and  returning-  penniless  went  to 
work  on  the  farm  of  liis  former  master.  In  his  old  age, 
being  poor  and  infirm,  he  was  supported  by  tlie  charity 
of  the  family  he  had  so  faithfully  served. 

Thongli  the  slaves  v\'ere  usually  well  treated  J:>y  their 
owners,  it;  is  evident  that  they  were  not  all  contented 
witli  their  lot,  as  the  advertisements  for  runaways 
frequently  to  be  found  in  newspapers  of  the  period  bear 
wdtness.' 

The  rewards  offered  for  the  capture  of  these  fugitives 
were  not  large,  often  not  more  than  two  dollars.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  eitlier  that  a  dollar  was  much  more 
valuable  in  those  days  than  in  ours,  or  else,  which  is 
more  likely,  little  value  was  placed  upon  the  slaves  as 
property. 

Occasionally  a  white,  indentured  servant  ran  away, 
and  these  as  well  as  the  negroes  were  advertised.  Ne- 
groes were  also  frequently  offered  for  sale  in  the  public 
prints.  Copies  of  some  of  these  advertisements  may  be 
of  interest  here. 

The  Boston  New^s  Letter  of  Monday,  August  6,  17 16, 
contained  the  followinof  : 

Ran  away  on  ^Monday  the  30th  of  July  past  from 
his  blaster  Azor  Gale  of  ]\Iarblehead  a  servant  named 
Thomas  Chambers.  Aged  about  tvs-enty-five  years,  pretty 
Tall  and  Spair  Thick  Darkish  Coloured  hair,  having  a 
cast  in  one  K>'e,  had  on  a  dark  Coloured  Kersey  coat  pretty 
long  striped  Jacket  and  Breeches  ;  C^ray  yarn  vStockings, 
old  shoes  with  strings  in  them.  Whoever  shall  appre- 
hend the  said  Runaway,  and  him  safeh'  Convey  to  liis  said 
Ma-4er,  or  i;i\'c  inlclli^Li-encc  of  liiiii,  s*^)  as  his  ^Master 
ma\-  haw  liim  a,:L.';ain  slrill  be  sn rficicntU-  rewarded 
iK'sides  necessary  charges  paid. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Ran  away  from  his  ^Master,  Capt.  Richard  Trevett  of 
Marblehead,  a  Negro  ^Man  Named  Pompey,  about  Twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  a  Lusty,  Tall  fellow  :  He  had  on  when 
he  went  awa)-,  a  striped  homespun  Jacket,  Cotton  and 
Linen  Shirt,  dark  Coloured  Kerse)-  Breeches,  gray  yarn 
stockings,  round  To'd  Leather  heel  Shoes  and  Felt  Hat. 
Note,  He  deserted  his  ^Master's  service  in  the  Shallop 
Ann  at  Plymoutli.  Whoever  shall  apprehend  the  said 
Runaway  and  him  safely  Convey  to  his  said  ■Master  at 
jNIarblchead,  or  to  i\Ir.  Francis  ^filler  in  Boston,  near 
the  Green  Drao-on,  Sliall  liave  hftv  Shillino-s  Reward  and 
all  necessary  charges  paid. 

Boston  News  Letter,  August  6,  1724. 

To  be  sold  by  Jacob  B^owle,  Esq.  and  'Mrs.  vSusannah 
Palmer  Administrators  of  the  estate  of  John  Palmer,  late 
of  IMarblehead,  deceased  :  a  likelv  Nec>ro  I\Ian  about 
twenty-five  years  old  and  a  fnie  Negro  Boy  about  four- 
teen. 

Boston  Gazette,  October  30,  1750. 

Ran  away  from  Capt.  John  Dimond,  at  ]\Iarblehead, 
on  Tue^da)-,  the  nth  of  September  Instant,  a  Spanish 
Negro  Fellow  named  Cuffe,  about  twenty-five  years  old, 
speaks  broken  English,  and  can  talk  Spanish  Language  ; 
He  is  a  tall  vSlim  Fellow  ;  had  on  a  new  felt  Hat,  striped 
homespun  Jacket  and  Breeches,  New  Shoes  with  vSquare 
Buckles.  Whoever  will  brino-  or  Send  the  said  Ne^ro  to 
Ml'.  Norwood,  Inn  holder  at  Lynn  shall  have  Two  dollars 
Reward  and  all  necessary  charges  paid.  All  ^Masters  of 
\'c^se]s  and  others  are  cautioned  nut  to  conceal  or  carr\- 
nil  ilic  Saivl  Negro  as  thc\-  would  avoid  the  PeualiN-  of 
the  Law. 

Boston  News  Letter,  vSeptennber  20,  1759. 
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TO  BE  vSOLD  for  ivani  of  Employ  and 
Not  for  any  Fault 

A  likely,  healthy,  Stout  NEGRO  Man  of  about  thirty 
years  of  Age,  who  understaiKls  the  Farnnng-  Business  in 
all  its  Branches.  Also  a  House  Eot  in  IvIarblcJicad^ 
pleasantly  scituate  in  Newtown,  (  so  called )  nearly  oppo- 
site the  Hay  Market,  forty  feet  front,  and  eighty  Feet 
Rear.  Who  ever  has  a  mind  to  purchase  both  or  either 
of  the  above  by  applying  to  the  Printer  hereof  may 
know  furth'er. 

Essex  Gazette,  ^larch  12,  1771. 

TO  BE  SOED. 

A  Negro  ]\Ian  Named  Cesar  twenty-eight  years  old  : 
he  vrell  understands  the  Shoreman's  Business  of  I\Iak- 
ing  Fish,  is  a  prime  Chimney  Sweeper,  and  can  work 
on  a  Farm  ver}'  well.  For  further  particulars  enquire 
of  Nicholas  Bartlett  of  IMarblehead. 

Ivssex  Gazette,  February  3,  1772. 

Runaway  negroes  were  also  advertised  from  time  to 
tilne  -b}-'  Capt.  John  Reed,  Samuel  Devereux,  Joseph 
Homan  and  Christopher  Bubier.  In  each  instance  the 
reward  offered  was  small,  the  highest  being  three  dollars. 

Rarely  indeed  were  the  negroes  noticed  in  the  news- 
papers except  when  the}'  ran  away,  were  offered  for  sale 
or  were  guilty  of  some  misdemeanor.  The  following 
amusing  though  ill-natured  comment  on  the  action  of 
one  of  the  clerg\-men  of  the  period,  which  appeared  in 
the  Essex  Gazette,  of  ]\Iarch  16,  1773,  is  therefore 
wortli  preserving  : 

We  bicar  fi  om  .Ahirbhdiead  that  the  Ruv.  :\Ir.  

of  that  Place  latch'  remarried  his  Negro  Woman  to  ;i 
Negro  r\lLin,  who  \\'ere  aljout  nine  or  ten  \-ears  ago  im- 
perfectly joined   together  by  the  Rev.  ^Ir.    the 
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former  ]\raster  of  the  Woman.  That  Rev.  Gentleman 
deceased  had  made  an  egregious  Bhinder  in  not  Obliging 
the  Neo-ro  ]Man  bv  Promise  to  ^Maintain  his  wife  accord- 
ino-  to  the  Laws  of  God  and  this  Province.  This  Defect 
was  in  the  late  Ceremony  Conscientionsly  rectified  by 
the  Rev'd  Son-in-Law  and  successor.  An  instance  of 
Prudence,  religious  Zeal  and  filial  Respect,  which  it  is  not 
expected  that  many  Christians  will  have  the  firmness  to 
imitate." 

With  few  exceptions  the  negro  slaves  in  ]Marl)lehead 
seem  to  have  been  peaceably  disposed  and  well  behaved. 
An  examination  of  the  criminal  records  of  the  period 
shows  that  in  tlie  six  years  from  176S  to  1774  only  three 
persons  of  color  were  brought  before  Justice  Natlian 
Bovn-ciu  One  of  these  was  Pomp,,  a  negro  belonging  to 
Jonathan  Proctor.  He  had  stolen  Rum  of  Great 
Value,"  from  the  cellar  of  vSusaniiah  Ashton,  and  was 
ordered  to  "pay  to  the  said  Susannah,  six  pounds,  being 
treble  the  value  of  the  rnm  stolen,"  and  sentenced  to 
receive  fifteen  lashes  on  his  naked  back  at  the  public 
whipping-post. 

Prince,  the  servant  of  Christopher  P)ubier  was  com- 
plained of  b\-  his  master  for  running  away,  r'or  this  he 
was  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Correction  at  Salem  to 
be  kept  on  bread  and  water,  at  hard  labor  until  released. 
That  his  kind-hearted  master  did  not  want  him  too 
severely  ])unished  is  evident  from  the  entry  in  the  record 
that  he  v>as  ''not  to  receive  the  discipline  of  the  House^ 
his  master  ha\  ing  ])aid  the  cost." 

Rose,  tlie  scrwuit  of  Ivicliard  Harris,  appears  to  have 
been  a  somewliat  \  iei(nis  woman.  Alice  Cox  complained 
of  iK-r  for  a<>arilL  and  s]k-  v^as  orekred  to  a  fine  to 

the  kiuL;  of  ei-lil  shiilin-s. 

kittle  mo]\-  can  be  learned  in  regard  to  these  >im|)]e 
|:>eople.     W'e  know   l.)y   reliable   tradition   that  se\-eral 
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ne^^ro  families,  the  slaves  of  some  of  the  merchants,  li\  ed 
in  small  houses  situated  iu  the  court  leadiur.^  off  the  hill 
now  kuovv'U  as  3ileehanic  street.  The  u}em(jr\'  of  at 
least  one  of  their  customs,  too,  has  outli\'ed  them. 

The  last  week  in  ]\Iay,  'lection  week,  as  it  Vv'<as  called, 
alwa}'s  awakens  in  the  minds  of  the  older  inhabitants 
pleasant  recolleetic/ns  of  jr;yous  festivities. 

It  was  a  season  Vv'hen  ''buns"  and  o;()(>(\  round  "'lec- 
tion cakes  "  abounded,  when  the  jjublic  scIjooIs  v/ere 
closed  and  ever\-  boy  and  .edrl,  di'essed  in  best  "bib  ;ind 
tucker  "  and  furnished  Vvdtli  a  few  cents  v/ith  Vv'hich  to 
buy  buns  and  ror;t  ]:;eer,  v/ent  to  see  the  soldiers  in  their 
annual  V.ay  trainin.;^. 

Who,  that  ever  kejjt  'lection,  will  fon;;et  the  fun  and 
frolic,  thri.tj  ]j(^[yiun\u^  with  ]\Ionda\-  mornin^i^  of  the  e\'ent- 
ful  week,  ended  only  v^dth  the  ';jo'V'^'^  down  of  the  sun  on 
Saturday  nio^lit?  The  seasr)n  was  at  its  heig;ht  on 
V\'ednesday,  commoidy  knov^-n  as  "  'lection  day."  Then 
the  Great  and  r,-iier,:d  Court  assembled  in  Boston,  and 
the'e\'ent  was  duly  c;e]ebraled.  AJari^Ieliead  was  not  be- 
Idnd  her  sister  tov.uis  h\  patriotism,  nor  in  tlic  cakes  and 
beer,  peanuts  and  con^forts  dispensed  to  the  hungry  and 
thirsty  that  came  to  see  tlie  sii^hts. 

In  later  years  the  observance  of  tlie  custom  v/as  more 
exclusi\'el\'  conTmed  to  the  coloied  people.  In  the  da\'S 
of  slavery  tliis  liad  been  tl^eir  onl\-  holiday  and  they  en- 
tered into  its  enjoyment  with  all  the  zest  for  which  the 
race  is  noted.  Ivspeciall}'  wa.->  this  true  of  those  livin<^^ 
in  vSalem  and  \  icinitw  Ihit  the  place  /^/r  cxccIIcjuc  in 
which  to  keep  'lection  was  at  J'dack  Joe's  on  Ginc^er- 
bread  Hill  in  Marblclicad.  Thither  the  dusky  swains 
and  maid.Lns  and  some  of  lii^hter  hue  reprdred  ni^ht 
afu-r  ui-iU  to^pend  tlie  time  in  soni;- and  dance. 

J(;e  and  his  wife,  "Aunt  CreSe,"  were  social  dennv- 
crat.s,  and  welcomed  both  white  and  black  to  their 
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hospitable  fireside.  And  what  a  week  they  made  of  it  ! 
Aunt  Crese  had  a  plentiful  store  of  cakes  and  beer,  with 
"a  little  something  stronger"  for  those  who  liked  it. 
The  narrow  lane  leading  to  their  house,  and  the  grounds 
about  it  w^ere  filled  day  after  day  dining  tlie  week  with 
groups  of  men  all  busily  engaged  in  pitching  coppers, 
playing  the  game  of  candlestick  or  trying  tlitir  luck 
witli  a  wheel  of  fortune.  Aunt  Crese  was  ever  present 
dispensing  liquid  refreshments  to  the  thirsty.  Occasion- 
ally the  coppers  came  down  "  tail"  and  the  exasperated 
players  in  their  anger  would  throw  them  away.  It  is 
estimated  that  at  least  a  bushel  of  coppers  could  be  dug 
out  of  the  pond  in  the  vicinity,  so  frequently  were  they 
thrown  into  it. 

When  darkness  prevented  the  enjoyment  of  outdoor 
games  the  floors  of  the  house  were  sanded  and  everybody 
went  in  for  a  reel  and  a  jig.  Then  Black  Joe  took  up 
his  fiddle  and  sawing  away,  pla^'cd  the  only  tune  he 
knew,  until  late  into  the  night,  keeping  a  constant 
accompaniment  with  his  foot. 

The  scene  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house  is  said  to  have 
,  been  very  picturesque.  Carriages  lined  the  road\A'ay,  and 
colored  people  came  by  scores  from  neighboring  towns, 
the  bright  red  or  yellow  kerchiefs  worn  by  the  women,  as 
turbans  forming  a  pk^asing  contrast  to  the  more  somljre 
garb  of  the  men. 

Black  Joe's  surname  was  Bro\\-n,  though  few  persons 
ever  heard  him  called  by  it.  He  was  a  half-breed,  his 
father  having  been  a  Gay  Head  Indian  and  his  mother  a 
negress.  During  the  Revohitionary  War  he  had  served 
in  the  Continental  Army  and  his  proudest  boast  was  that 
he  was  a  ]:)cnsioner  of  the;  go\-ernment.  His  kindU' 
dis]^^ isilicai  :\]\d  .indu>lri(.)U.s  hai)ils  v/<_>n  liim  hosts  of 
fricud>,  and  lie  Vv-as  liighl)-  re.-^pecled  ])\'  all  who  knew 
him. 
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After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Aunt  Crese  continued 
to  keep  'lection  until  she  too  joined  the  silent  majority. 
And  how  fondly  the  people  of  her  day  still  keep  the 
memory  of  the  good  old  soul !  vShe  was  tlie  friend  and 
companion  alike  of  young  and  old.  Who  like  Aunt 
Crese  could  spin  yarns  whiling  away  the  long  winter 
evenings  to  'the  delight  of  all  lier  auditors  ?  Whose 
beer  so  appetizing  as  hers  ?  And  whose  presence  was 
more  indispensable  at  the  marriage  feast  than  that  of 
tliis  old  colored  woman,  the  delicious  flavor  of  whose 
wedding  cake  made  her  famous  for  miles  around? 

Aunt  Crese,  or  more  properly  Lucretia,  was  born  in 
Salem  about  the  year  1772.  lier  father  and  mother  had 
formerly  been  the  slaves  of  Samuel  Tucker  of  IMarble- 
head,  but  that  bluff  hero  of  the  revolution  liberated  liis 
slaves  before  he  became  distinguished  as  a  commodore 
in  the  Continental  Xavy.  Aunt  Crese,  therefore,  was 
deprix'ed  of  the  distinction  of  having  been  born  a  slave 
on  ^lassachusetts  soil. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

For  several  years  the  attention  of  the  country  had 
been  attracted  to  the  depredations  committed  by  British 
cruisers  upon  American  commerce  ;  but  it  was  not  until 
the  summer  of  1807,  v;hen  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake  was  attacked  by  the  English  ship  Leopard, 
that  the  people  were  fully  aware  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  them.  The  outrage  was  committed  near  the 
capes  of  Virginia,  and  the  insult  was  the  more  aggra- 
vated because  perpetrated  in  American  Vv^aters.  An 
indioiiation  meeting-  was  held  at  Norfolk,  Vir^rinia,  on 
hearing  of  the  affair  ;  and  President  Jefferson  at  once 
issued  a  proclamation,  complaining  of  the  insolence  of 
British  cruisers,  and  ordering  all  ships  of  v/ar  belonging 
to  that  nation  to  quit  immediately  the  waters  of  the 
United  vStates.  Meetings  vrere  held  in  all  the  principal 
towns  in  the  country  to  indorse  the  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  on  the  nth  of  July  the  citizens  of  ]\Iarblehead 
assembled  in  town  meeting  an.d  adopted  a  series  of 
patriotic  resolutions,  which  concluded  with  the  decla- 
ration, "That  we  will  support  the  government  of  the 
United  vStates,  and  with  alacrity  obey  its  dictates  ;  and 
we  do  hereby  tender  our  all  whene\'er  our  country  calls 
for  the  same.'' 

The  repeated  iiidi;.^-ni ties,  to  vs-hich  Ariieriean  seanien 
were  subjected,  had  the  effect  to  impress  upon  Congress 
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the  necessity  of  legislation  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  on  the  8th  of  January,  1808, 
the  famous  embargo  law  was  passed.  This  act,  which 
was  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the  President,  detained 
all  vessels  in  American  ports,  and  required  all  American 
vessels  tlien  away,  to  return  home.  But  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  British  continued,  in  spite  of  the*  embargo. 
Vessel  after  vessel  was  captured  and  confiscated,  and 
many  were  overhauled  while  returning  from  foreign 
ports  in  compliance  v.dth  the  law.  Among  these  were 
the  schooners  ^Minerva  and  Perseverance,  of  IMarblehead, 
commanded  by  Captains  Poor  and  IMesservey. 

The  ]\Iinerva  was  intercepted  by  a  British  frigate,  and 
ordered  to  England  under  the  command  of  a  prize  mas- 
ter. P^ortunately  she  fell  in  with  the  flag  ship  of  a 
British  admiral,  and  after  her  papers  had  been  indorsed 
by  that  officer,  slie  was  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  pas- 
sage home.  The  Perseverance  was  captured  near  Nantes 
by  a  British  man-of-war,  and  taken  into  Plymouth, 
England.  vShe  was  subsequently  released,  and  on  her 
arrival  home,  the  captain  reported  that  he  had  left  sixty 
Aine-rican  vessels  at  Plymouth,  among  which  was  the 
schooner  Betsy  Hooper,  of  ]Marblehead,  which  had  been 
confiscated.  ^     "  . 

Though  firmly  in  favor  of  the  embargo,  and  sincerely 
believing  in  its  necessity  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  the 
inhabitants  of  ]\Iarblehead  were  among  the  greatest  suf- 
ferers from  its  effects.  With  a  population  of  six  or 
seven  thousand,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  the  fishing  business  for  subsistence,  the 
condition  of  the  town  was  deplorable.  Pvighty-seven 
vessels,  ax'craging  eight\'  tons  each^  were  necessarily 
idk-  ;  ;iu(l  iIk-  Vv-arcliouscs  were  siured  with  tlic  lish 
caii^lit  (hiring  that  and  the  previuus  \  ear.  The  law 
prohi])itc(^  their  exportation,  and  there  was  no  market 
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for  them  at  home  ;  consequently  they  could  not  be  sold, 
and  there  was  great  distress  among  the  people. 

As  the  summer  advanced,  the  suffering  among  the 
families  of  fishermen  increased  ;  and  on  the  T5th  of 
August,  the  town,  appropriated  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  for  their  relief.  On  the  26th  of  vSeptember,  the 
town  ceded  to  the  United  States  "  so  much  of  the  land 
on  the  southerly  side  of  tlie  Workhouse  lot  ('  now  Back 


years  have  passed  since  it  ceased  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  for  wdiich  it  was  originally  intended,  it  is  still 
standing. 

Early  in  the  month  of  November  the  people  of  I\iar- 
blehead  were  greatly  excited  by  an  event,  the  narration 
of  ^yhi,cll  the  writer  would  gladly  omit.  But  a  proper 
regard  for  the  completeness  of  this  work,  and  the 
unenviable  notoriety  given  to  the  town  by  tlie  various 
versions  of  the  affair  which  have  already  been  published, 
render  it  necessary  that  it  shall  receive  some  recognition 
in  these  pages. 

On  Sunday,  the  30th  of  October,  the  schooner  Betty, 
commanded  by  Skipper  Benjamin  Ireson,  arrived  from 
the  Grand  B)anks.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  crew 
reported  that  at  midnight  on  the  previous  h^riday,  when 
off  Cape.  Cod  lighthouse,  the\'  jxisscd  tlie  sc]u.)oner 
Actiw,  rcrn  tiid.  vhicji  wris  in  a  -iiikiKL!  e> mi- 1  i t ; 
.lud  llial  the  si-.iyper  liad  refused  to  reiuier  an \  a:- -i-l.^iice 
to   tile   unforluriale   men   on   board   the  wreck.  The 


street )  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the 
erection  of  a  brick 
gun  house  there- 
on." In  the  coiuT^e 
of  time  the  gun 
house  was  erected, 
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excitement  and  indignation  of  the  people  npon  the 
reception  of  this  news  can  be  better  imagined  than 
described.  Two  vessels,  manned  bv  willino-  volunteers, 
were  immediately  dispatched  to  the  scene  of  disaster, 
with  the  hope  of  their  arrival  in  time  to  save  the 
shipwrecked  sailors.  Bnt  their  mission  was  a  failnre, 
and  they  returned  with  no  tidings  of  the  wTcck.  The 
resentment  of  the  people  was  still  further  provoked 
when,  on  tlie  following  day,  the  slooj)  vSwallovs-  arrived, 
having  on  board  Captain  (ribbons,  the  master  of  tl:e 
ill-fated  schooner.  He  corroborated  the  story  told  by 
the  crew  of  the  Betty,  and  stated  that  the  Active  sprang 
a  leak  at  about  eleven  o'clock  on  Friday  night.  An 
hour  later  tlie  Betty  was  spoken,  "but,  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  humanity,"  slie  sailed  away  without  giving 
any  assistance.  On  Saturday,  Captain  Gibbons  and 
three  of  the  passengers  were  taken  off  the  wreck  by  ^Ir. 
Hardy,  of  Truro,  in  a  wliale  boat.  Four  other  persons 
were  left  on  the  wreck,  but  tlie  storm  increased  so 
rapidly  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  return  to  their 
rescue.  Captain  Gibbons  was  placed  on  board  the 
•  revenue  cutter  Good  Intent,  and  afterward  went  on 
board  the  sloop  vSwallow,  in  Avhich  he  came  to  ]\Iarble- 
head.i 

This  statement  by  one  who  had  so  narrovrly  escaped 
a  watery  grave  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the 
fisheruK-n,  and  they  determined  to  demonstrate  their 
disapproval  of  vSkij^per  Ireson's  conduct  b\'  a  signal  act 
of  veng(.'ance.  Accordingh',  on  a  bright  moonlight  night, 
the  unfortunate  skipper  was  suddenly  seized  b}'  several 
])(>werful  mun  and  securely  bound.  He  was  tlien  placed 
in  :i  (h  'Vy,  ainb  1  k  suk-lux  i  1  from  h.ead  to  feet  \y\[]]  l:ir 
and   :o.u:i,  v-..  w;i-~  o  i!no;i-]i  iluj  town,  c-corl.d 

by  a  uiiiluli^K;  of  UK-ii  and  lioxs.     When  o]»positc  the 

I 


294  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

locality  now  known  as  Workhouse  Rocks,  the  bottom 
of  the  dory  came  out,  and  the  prisoner  finished  the 
remainder  of  his  ride  to  Salem  in  a  cart.  The  author- 
ities of  that  city  forbade  the  entrance  of  the  strange 
procession,  and  the  crowd  returned  to  ]\Iarblehead. 

Throughout  the  entire  proceeding,  ]\Ir.  Ireson  main- 
tained a  discreet  silence,  and  when,  on  arriving  ♦at  his 
own  home, .  he  was  released  from  custody,  his  only 
remark  was :  "  1  thank  you  for  my  ride,  gentlemen, 
but  you  will  live  to  regret  it." 

His  words  were  prophetic.  When  too  late  to  make 
reparation  for  the  wrong  they  had  committed,  the 
impulsive  fishermen  realized  that  they  had  perpetrated 
an  act  of  the  greatest  injustice  upon  an  innocent  man. 

At  this  late  day,  when  for  years  his  memory  has  been 
defamed  throughout  the  land,  and  the  fair  name  of  the 
women  of  ]Marblehead  has  been  sulked  by  the  fictitious 
stor}'  of  one  of  our  best  New  England  poets,  it  is  but 
just  that  the  true  history  of  the  affair  should  be  written. 
Skipper  Ireson  v;as  not  more  to  blame  than  his  crew 
and,  it  is  believed,  not  at  all.  When  the  wreck  was 
spoken  and  the  cry  of  distress  was  heard,  a  terrific  gale 
v/as  blowing.  There  was  a  consultation  on  board  the 
Betty  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  the  crew  decided 
not  to  endancrer  their  own  lives  for  the  sake  of  savinir 
others.  Finding  that  they  were  resolute  in  their  deter- 
mination, Skipper  Ireson  proposed  to  lay  by  the  wreck 
all  night,  or  until  the  storm  should  abate,  and  then  go 
to  the  rescue  of  the  unfortunate  men.  To  this  they 
also  demurred,  and  insisted  upon  proceeding  on  their 
homeward  voyage  without  delay.  On  their  arrival  in 
Marblehead,  fearin;^  the  just  indignation  of  the  people, 
t]ie\-  laid  llu.;  entii'c  1)l:ime  u]H)n  the  >kipper.  "i'liis 
x'ersion  of  the  affiiir  is  geULTall}-  acccj^icd  as  true  ;  and 
fur  the  credit  of  tlie  town,  be  it  said,  thai;  it  is  one  of 
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the  few  incidents  in  its  entire  history  that  its  citizens 
have  any  reason  to  regret.^ 


r<l,  (Sy''^^^<-<^^'^J'f'.  ^^^^^ 


niTiinediately  upon  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  Mr. 
Whittier  sent  the  author  a  letter  ii\  wliich  he  gracefully  acknowledged 
himself  ini^t.ik-eii  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  lie  also  gave  directions  that 
the  letter  should  be  published  with  the  poem  in  subsequent  editions  of  his 
works.    The  letter,  herewith  printed,  is  published  with  his  perniission. 

Oak  Knoll,  Dan  vers,  5th  Mo.,  iS,  18S0. 

Samuel  Kuai>s,  Jk. 

"  My  Dc.:r  }-yicn.::  —  \  hearlilv  tiiank  tlire  f  .r  a  c<>;.y  of  tliy  *  ni>li)rv  '..f 
M:v:. .i  '.'     I    !  ■■;■,.■   v>:.i  '   u   \\\\\\  ;:[-rat  iiiltT.  ^r  and  think  l!''  "d  u-e  i:as 


no  one   has   tk'in.-   rnuro  tu 


a  r( 

d'jVck'!) 


more  ht'norak.le  than  Mai  1  k  ! :cai! ; 
ijulustrial   interest   of  our  New 
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The  enubargo,  which  had  now  been  in  operation 
nearly  a  year,  had  been  strongly,  opposed  by  the  Feder- 
alists from  the  beginning,  and  as  the  ill  effects  of  the 
measnre  began  to  be  felt  their  hostility  increased.  They 
had  succeeded  in  obtaininp-  control  of  both  branches 

o 

of  the  legislature  of  iMassachusetts,  and  a  series  of 
resolutions  had  been  adopted  by  that  body,  "  questioning 
the  constitutionality  of  the  embargo,  and  condemning 
it  as  an  experiment  both  novel  and  dangerous,"  Town 
meetings  had  been,  held  in  nearly  all  the  principal 
seaports  to  remonstrate  against  the  law,  and  many  of 
the  speeches  at  these  meetings  were  seditious  and  in- 
flammatory in  the  extreme.  But  not  so  in  ^larbleliead. 
Though  starvation  stared  them  in  the  face,  the  citizens 
were  loyal  to  the  government,  and  at  a  town  meeting 
held  on  the  7th  of  December,  the  following  resolutions 
were  luianimously  adopted  : 

Resolved :  That  this  town  continues  steadfast  in 
the  faith  that  the  Embargo  law  was  a  law  of  wisdom, 
and  that  the  Presideiit  aud  Congress  of  the  United 
States  are  entitled  to,  and  shall  receive  our  warmest 
thanks  for  their  early  attention  to  the  Independence, 
Liberty  and  just  rights  of  the  Union  and  particularly  of 
tlie  commercial  part  thereof. 

Resolz'ed :  That  this  town  will  use  all  the  energy 
they  possess  to  carry  into  full  effect  all  the  laws  the 

England  sea-board,  and  certainly  none  have  given  such  evidence  of  self-sacri- 
ficing patriotism.  I  am  glad  the  story  of  it  has  l>een  at  last  told,  and  told  so 
well.  1  have  now  n^)  vlouht  that  thy  version  of  Skipper  Ireson  is  the  correct 
one.  My  verse  ^va^  solely  founded  on  a  fragment  of  rhyme  \\iuch  I  heard 
from  one  of  my  early  schoolmates,  a  native  of  MarMehead.  . 

"  I  su[)posod  the  --^tory  dated  back  at  least  a  century.  I  knew  nothing  of 
the  particulars,  and  tlic  narrative  uf  the  l)a!lad  was  pure  fancy.  1  am  gk\d 
fjr  the  sake  cf  tru'li  an  1  iu-.nce  that  Vwc  real  facts  are  ;m\:'!i  in  t]:y  ]  .M,k. 
1  certainly  \\-r.:.\  ;      ■.  kii.  -.vingly  d->  \v.\v.:'.\>^:.       any  «ir.-.-  •:.  ■•  \  '-r  !:  \  ing. 

1  am  tivdy,  ihy  UwvA, 

"Jdiln  G.  \Vin  ;  1  ii-.K.  ■■ 


OF  :marblkhead.  297 

present  Congress  have  enacted  or  may  enact  for  the 
support  of  our  just  and  equal  rights,  against  the  un- 
justifiable and  imperial  decrees  of  the  belligerent  powers 
of  Europe,  by  proffering  to  our  country  our  property 
and  services." 

Captains  William  Story,  Nathan  B.  IMartin  and 
Joseph  Pedrick  were  elected  a  committee  to  forward  the 
resolutions  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  vStory,^  member  of  Con- 
gress from  this  district.  The  resolutions  were  forwarded 
according  to  the  instructions  of  the  town,  accompanied 
by  a  letter  signed  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

"  Havinsf  learned  that  the  o-qy- 
ernment  intends  emplo\'ing  some 
cutters  as  gun-boats,  to  prevent 
the  evasions  of  the  laws  of  the 
country,"  they  v\'rote,  "  we  with 
humility  beg  leave  to  suggest 
to  )'0U  our  opin.ion,  that  on  this 
coast  (that  is  to  say)  from  Cape 
Cod  to  Cape  Sable,  any  cutters 
whi(^h  the  government  may  send  will  not  so  well  answer 
the  purpose  ;  the  gun-boats  will  be  useless,  for  thcv 

\Io5cpli  Story  was  born  in  MarbleheaJ,  September  iS,  1779.  His  fatlicr 
\sa>  Dr.  Elisha  Story,  an  eininent  physician  and  surgeon.  He  was  iiac'I  Ujv 
college  at  the  M arblL-heail  Academy,  but  stuJied  the  languagt-S  fur  a  time  with 
tlK-  town  schouhr.aster.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  I'niver^itv  in  1  7(jS.  <  >n 
his  return  to  Marldehead  he  began  the  study  oflaw  in  tlie  uflice  of  tlie  H-^n. 
Samuel  Sewali.  In  January,  iSoi,  he  entered  the  oUicc  of  Mr.  Samuel  ]'ut- 
nam  of  Salem,  and  in  July  of  tliat  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  l\^se\  i-ar.  In 
I '^05  he  w.is  elected  a  representative  to  the  Cieneral  Court  from  Salem.  In 
iSoS,  after  having  served  tiiree  sessions  in  the  legislature,  he  ^\as  electC'i  a 
niember  oi  (/uugress.  He  remained  in  (fongre^s  but  .>ne  session,  declining  t.i 
be  a  candiiiate  b.r  reelection.  In  iSio,  lie  was  again  idected  a  mem'ier  of 
the  Ma:-^acl,use-t.  I ,eg!^!nt ure,  arv !  1  -  ^vu;-  Spe,d--er  -!  t!,,;  \\. .<  i;,- 
?e;  hi    l^i  1.  ]■■■:    '.vos    .v:-.         ■  :  ! ■  \'  :■,        ..      ,  ■ 

jub:  ':.;a:  w  dter,  and  as  a  teacrier  cf  laA.     He  .li.  .  01  ^  '  o\     '  ■■. 
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would  not,  in  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  be 
able  to  keep  at  sea  without  great  risk.  From  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  our  fishing  vessels,  we  think 
they  will  answer  every  purpose  and  be  a  saving  to 
the  government  to  employ  them  in  defense  of  their 
laws.  We  also  beg  leave  to  offer  the  government  as 
many  vessels  of  this  description  as  v/ill  fully  prevent 
any  evasions  wdiatever  from  an}'  ports  or  })laces  between 
the  above  mentioned  capes,  or  wlierever  otherwise 
wanted. 

"Knowing,  as  you  do,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
people  of  this  place,  that  they  have  now  on  hand  two 
years^  catching  of  fjsh,  and  no  vent  for  the  same.  Not- 
withstanding this,  they  look  upon  the  measures  of  the 
government  as  the  only  means  of  retaining  our  future 
commerce.  They  therefore  feel  disposed  to  the  utmost 
of  tlieir  abilities,  to  support  the  general  government 
with  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  propert)-,  and  beg  leave 
through  you  to  tender  their  services  to  man  out,  and 
have  manned,  any  vessels  which  it  may  please  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States." 

This  action  of  the  town  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration  throui>-hout  the  countrv. 
Tlie  resolutions  were  published  by  Republican  newspa- 
pers everywhere,  and  from  one  and  all  the  town  received 
words  of  praise  and  encouragement.  Of  the  manner  of 
their  reception  in  Congress,  Representative  Story  wrote 
to  his  brother  under  date  of  Deceinber  21,  iSoS  :  "  This 
day  I  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  tlie  ^larblehead 
Petition,  and  as  a  |)art  of  my  address  on  this  occasion, 
which  was  short,  I  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  House  the 
Resolves  of  iMarbk-head.  Tlie  effect  was  electrical.  It 
<''ave  a  dci^TCc  ul  del i'' lit,  it  av.akeiie^]  a  .s^'ii^rillon  o\ 
af  •  iiiii  atii 'U  far  !  >c)  '>!ul  wlial  1  ewr  l:i:ew  in  a  public 
l>i,)d\-.    On  e\"er\-  side  tlie  patriotism,  the  honorable,  the 
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tried  and  uniform  patriotism  of  IMarbleliead,  resounded. 
All  the  Republicans  declare  their  determination  to  assist 
in  some  way  to  honor  and  relieve  the  citizens  of  the 
Town,  and  I  feel  an  assurance  that  some  of  our  fisher- 
men will  be  employed  as  protectors  of  our  coasts.  One 
able  Republican  member  from  South  Carolina  ( i\lr.  D. 
R.  Williams )  declared  that  such  was  his  sense  6t  the 
virtue  and  character  of  the  town,  that  he  would  will- 
ingly give  them  a  tliousand  bushels  of  corn  as  a  present 
from  his  plantation.  But  all  the  friends  of  the  Govern- 
ment rejoiced  that  in  this  day  of  disaffection  in  the 
Eastern  vStates  a  people  could  be  found  who  were  true  to 
the  honor  and  ricrhts  of  their  countrv. 

"  I\Ir.  Giles  of  the  vSenate  hearing  of  my  having  the 
Resolves,  sent  for  them,  and  in  a  speech  which  he  made 
to-day  in  the  Senate  read  them,  and  complimented  you 
all.  You  may  depend  that  a  more  reasonable  and  wel- 
come resolution  never  came  to  Congress.  It  is  an 
example  worthy  to  be  followed.  When  I  named  the 
facts  to  the  President  he  appeared  highly  delighted. 

If  you  in  the  P^astern  States  will  resolutely  support 
•the  government  all  Vvull  certainly  go  right.    The  South- 
ern and  Western  States  are  firm  and  united.  They 
cannot  be  moved  from  their  determination  to  defend  our 
rights."! 

The  anxiety  expressed  by  the  Republicans  concerning 
the  effect  of  the  opposition  to  the  embargo,  manifested 
by  tlie  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  was  not  without 
reason.  vSenator  Adams  expressed  his  belief  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  President,  that  "from  information 
received  by  him,  and  which  might  be  relied  upon,  it 
was  ilu;  determination  of  tlie  ruling  jxirtv  in  ]\Iassachn- 
sells,  and  of  the  i-edcralists  in  Now  iuudaml  genera;]}-, 

M-"rom  ll  c  <'ri.;i!::-'.l  ktUT  wriitcn  \>y  Hon.  J»i-eph  Siory  tu  lus  hiMthcr, 
WiliiaDi  ^^tul■y. 
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if  the  embargo  ^vas  persisted  in,  no  longer  to  submit  to 
it,  but  to  separate  themselves  from  the  Union,  at  least 
until  the  existino-  obstacles  to  foreio-n  commerce  were 
removed."  This,  it  has  been  said,  was  a  false  alarm  ; 
but  that  such  was  the  sincere  belief  of  the  citizens  of 
jNIarblehead,  is  evident  from  the  following  resolutions, 
adopted  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  9th  of  P'ebruary, 
1S09 : 

Resolved :  That  we  view  with  the  utmost  abhor- 
rence and  indignation,  the  conduct  of  a  party  among  us 
who  are  continually  eridea\'oring  to  excite  the  good 
people  of  this  Commonwealth  to  a  disobedience  of  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  by  false  and  libellous  publications 
respecting  the  motives  and  measures  of  the  general 
government,  and  gross  misstatements  of  the  nature  and 
sources  of  our  present  embarrassments ;  that  the  real 
object  of  this  party  is  to  separate  the  United  States,  and 
excite  rebellion  and  ci\'il  war  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  monarchy  under  the  pretense  of  a  northern 
confederacy,  or  force  us  into  a  destructive  war  with  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  consequently  a  fatal  alliance 
•  with  the  corrupt  monarchy  of  Britain,  whose  embrace 
is  death. 

Resolz'ed :  That  the  real  causes  of  our  present  em- 
barrassments are  not  the  embargo,  nor  an\-  measure  of 
our  government,  but  are  wholly  owing  to  the  unjust, 
oppressive,  and  tyrannical  conduct  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  that  orders  of  the  former  and  decrees  of  the 
latter  have  destro}-ed  all  neutral  trade  and  rendered  it 
not  worth  preserving  ;  that  these  orders  and  decrees 
are  destructive  of  all  our  connnercial  rights,  and  cannot 
he  submitted  to  without  naliuiKil  (.kgr:uiatii)n  and  lui- 
tioual  ruin;  and  ihevefurc  it  is  <jnr  <|)ini(.n  lliiu  tlic 
a'.iniini>lv:Llit.)n  acU-d   a   iii-lily   I^uk -r;ii)k-   ]»ari  in 

X'indiicating  our  rights   and  ojiposing   tlie  outrage* 
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aggressions  of  foreign  nations  ;  and  we  are  ready  to 
meet  all  the  consequences  of  a  war  if  it  be  necessary 
to  support  them  by  the  sword. 

Resolc^rd  :  That  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  in  tlie 
impressment  of  our  seamen  adds  a  deeper  dye  to  the  in- 
juries inflicted  upon  us  by  her  ;  that  her  claims  to  force 
our  innocent  seamen  into  her  service  under  the  false 
pretext  of  their  being  her  subjects,  is  an  outrage  upon 
our  national  sovereignty  which  ought  to  be  resisted  at 
all  hazards  ;  and  tlie  men  who  publish  to  the  world  dec- 
larations that  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  injury, 
when  thousands  of  our  seamen  are  confined  on  board  her 
ships  of  war,  are  unworthy  the  name  of  Americans,  and 
should  receive  the  pointed  distrust  of  all  honest  and 
honorable  men  

Resohc'cd :  That  we  are  determined  ne\'er  to  yield 
our  Liberties  and  Rights,  purchased  by  the  best  blood  of 
our  countr}',  either  to  external  foes  or  domestic  traitors  ; 
tliat  v/e  are  determined  at  all  hazards  to  maintain  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  huvs  made 
in  pursuance  thereof  ;  and  Vs'c  do  most  religiousK'  and 
solemnK'  pledge  our  lives,  our  property,  and  our  sacred 
lionor,  for  their  support,  through  every  peril  of  insurrec- 
tion, rel)ellion,  or  invasion. 

Kcsolz'cd :  That  we  hold  sacred  those  inestimable 
privileges  resigned  to  our  hands  by  a  numerous  class  of 
bra\-e  and  hard}-  townsmen,  who  sacrificed  their  lives 
for  the  acliievement  of  our  glorious  independence  ;  that  in 
order  to  protect  and  defend  these  privileges,  ever  to  be 
held  sacred  by  Americans,  we  will  arm  and  equip  our- 
seh'es  in  such  a  manner  as  our  circumstances  will  admit, 
and  C[o  lierdn-  publich'  declare  tluit  we  will  die  iMeemen 
ai:d  \w\'jr  lix'e  Slax'es." 

S"  \a  \va-  ilu.-  pi\'ssure  Ijruui^lit  to  l>ear  U])'>n  Con- 
gress Irom  all  |Kirts  of  Xew  ]{ngland,  demanding  the 
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repeal  of  the  embargo  law,  that  it  was  deemed  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  pacify  the  people,  and  "  to  allay  the 
tiimnlt  which  threatened  to  become  serious."  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  27th  of  February,  an  act  was  passed  effect- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  law  after  the  I5tli  of  March.  An 
arrangement  was  also  made  with  the  British  minister  for 
an  adjustment  of  the  controversy  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  This  arrangement,  however, 
was  disowned  by  the  British  government,  and  the . 
excitement  in  America  became  more  intense  than  ever. 
Party  j^pirit  increased  in  rancor  ;  tlie  Democrats  were 
determined  to  support  the  administration,  while  tlie 
Federalists  were  loud  in  their  clamors  against  it. 

The  people  of  Alarblehcad  had  not  forgotten  tlieir  res- 
olution to  "arm  and  equip  "  themselves,  and  during  the 
month  of  June  the  company  known  as  the  ]\Iarbleliead 
Light  Infantry  was  organized.  Joshua  O.  Bowden  was 
the  first  commander,  and  the  company  has  maintained 
its  organization  ever  since." 

The  events  of  the  year  1810  were  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest  to  the  people  of  ]\Iarblehead.  Early  in  tlie 
month  of  Januar}-,  two  scliooners  were  captured  by 
British  cruisers  and  carried  into  St.  Jean  de  Luce,  This 

^The  commissions  of  the  first  commander  and  his  lieutenants  and  ensign 
bore  date  of  August  S,  1809.  The  list  of  commanding  officers  and  the 
order  of  succession  is  as  follows  : 

Joshua  O.  Bowden,  1809  to  1S13;  Isaac  Story,  Jr.,  1S14  to  1819;  John  H. 
Chegory,  1S19  to  1S22;  Joseph  Gregory,  Jr.,  1822  to  1824;  Nathaniel  1.. 
Hooper,  1S24  to  1S25;  John  Proctor,  1S25  to  1829;  Ezra  T.  Newhall,  1S29 
to  1831;  Samuel  Homan,  1S32;  Kenjamin  Dennis,  1837  ^'^  1S41;  Benjamin 
Ih'own,  1841  to  1850;  Joseph  Gregory,  1S50  to  1852;  Knott  Y.  Martin,  1852 
to  October,  1861;  Samuel  C.  Graves,  1862  to  1865;  Thomas  H,  Armstrong, 
1S66;  Knott  v.  Martin,  1866  to  186S;  Philip  T.  Woodhn,  Jr.,  1S68;  Trancis 
A.Osgood,  iSjoto  1S72;  Benjamin  Pitman,  187211)  1876;  Charles  O.  Hare, 
187610  187S;  Benjamin  Pitman,  187810  i8"(i;  S'.u?rt  V.  >[■■' 'lc::n;,  1S7-;  t'l 
l^84;  William];.  McCai'dy,  !^^4to  V^^-j ;  Jau.o  Iv.  Pc^:  ic.  iS'^;  I^S.l: 
Willir^m  W.  I'ultcv,  iSS'j  1S93;  hi'^'^i'!^  A.  (,ira\cs,  iN^jlo  ib'jo;  Gliarlc::,  A. 
>l-.-c,  1890  — 
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was  considered  an  evidence  that  the  British  government 
intended  to  continue  its  policy  of  seizing  American  ves- 
sels and  impressing  American  seamen,  and  had  the  effect 
to  increase  the  indignation  already  felt  by  the  people. 
''Free  Trade  and  vSailors'  Rights,"  was  the  cry  every- 
where; and  when,  in  the  month  of  IMay,  the  annual  State 
election  took  place,  Elbridge  Gerry,  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  governor,  received  471  of  the  524  votes  cast  in 
Alarblehead.  Mr.  Gerry  was  elected,  and  in  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  the  majorities  v^ere  Democratic. 

By  the  census  of  this  year,  it  appeared  that  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  town  was  5,842,  of  whom  63 
were  "people  of  color."^ 

During  the  month  of  February  the  First  ]3aptist 
Church  was  organized,  twenty-one  persons  being  regu- 
larly dismissed  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Salem, 
for  this  purpose. 

During  the  following  year  (  iSii  )  the  town  voted  to 
"  purchase  the  tract  of  land  at  the  entrance  to  the  tov/n, 
owned  by  Vii.  Aaron  Waitt,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
three  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars  ;  and  to  erect  a 
.  suitable  building  for  the  permanent  and  convenient  oc- 
cupation of  the  poor  of  the  town." 

On  the  iSth  of  June,  1S12,  war  was  formally  declared 
against  Great  Britain  by  tlie  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  I'lie  reasons  publicly  given  for  this  step  were 
substantially  as  follows  :  "  The  impressment  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  by  the  commanders  of  British  ships  of  war  ; 
their  doctrine  and  system  of  blockade  ;  and  the  adop- 
tion and  continuance  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which 
operated  exteiisively  to  the  interruption  and  injury  of 
American  commerce.'' 

'In  I  765  tlio  mill!:  or  of  ii'  .i'i^.uiu  was  4,504. 
lii  i;.^'.)  l!:o  miinl'cr  i^f  ini,..''  i ::ts -.'.ws  4,1.]:!. 
Ill  l-'jo  llic  nuiiil'cr  nf  inhairitants  ^^  as  3.601. 
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Iiitellio-ence  of  the  declaration  of  war  reached  Boston 

o 

on  the  23d  of  June,  and,  as  the  General  Court  was  then 
in  session,  the  governor  communicated  it  to  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people.  In  the  preceding  State 
election  the  Federalists  had  been  partially  successful, 
and  had  elected  the  governor  and  a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Accordingly,  the  House  pre- 
pared an  address  regretting  the  event,  and  expressing 
their  opinion  of  its  impolicy  and  inexpediency.  The 
action  of  the  Senate,  which  was  Democratic,  was  exactly 
opposite,  and  that  body  adopted  and  published  an 
address  approving  of  the  war,  and  declaring  it  in  their 
opinion  just  and  necessary. 

From  the  moment  when  war  was  declared,  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  the  metropolis  of  IMassachusetts, 
clamored  for  peace,  and  reprobated  the  w^ar  as  wicked, 
unjust  and  unnecessary."  ]Many  other  towns  in  the 
State  were  only  too  ready  to  follow  the  example  set  by 
Boston,  and  on  tlie  29th  of  June  the  citizens  of  Newbury 
declared  :  "  We  consider  this  war  ruinous  to  the  propert}' 
as  well  as  the  happiness  and  morals  of  the  nation.  It 
,  is  brought  on  the  country  by  sur]:)rise ;  it  was  concei\'ed 
in  darkness  and  secret  conclave  ;  the  People  were  kept 
in  profound  ignorance  of  their  impending  destruc- 
tion." 

'  Far  different  were  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
citizens  of  Marbleliead.  On  the  very  day  that  the 
meeting  was  held  in  Xewbury  a  tov;n  meeting  was  held 
in  ]\Iarl)lL'head,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  unan- 
imously adopted  : 

7vrS()/:'('(/ :  Tliat  we  vie^^•  the  late  solemn  act  declar- 
ing war  against  ( Treat  iSritain  and  lu;r  (U  p'viKlencifS,  as 
ihc  last  resort  ui  a  much  injured  |vMy\-,  i'lWy  ]v  r>ii:i(kd 
lhat  its  jii^tice  and  neCes>it\'  will  l)e  ackii' ■  >\  iedL.;cd  !>)" 
all.  who  candidly  pass  in  re\"iew  the  doctrines  of  our 
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enemy  ;  and  nothing  short  of  a  base  submission  would 
have  prolonged  peace. 

"  Resolved :  That  whatever  sacrifices  may  result,  w^e 
pledge  ourselves  to  support  our  government,  our  laws, 
and  our  Libert}^,  through  the  present  arduous  conflict. 
We  also  pledge  ourselves  to  support  and  protect  the 
Union  of  the  States  as  the  ark  of  our  political  safety  ; 
and  that,  we  view  all  those  who  dare  intimate  a  wish 
for  the  separation  of  the  Union  as  the  worst  enemies  to 
our  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness." 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  was 
received  in  IMarblehead,  the  town  was  the  scene  of  the 
utmost  activity.  Nov/here  in  the  country  did  the 
citizens  spring  to  arms  with  more  alacrity.  Four  priva- 
teers, namely,  the  Lion,  the  Thorn,  the  Snowbird  and 
tlie  Industry,  were  immediately  fitted  out,  and  began  a 
series  of  remarkably  successful  cruises  against  the  ships 
of  the  British  nation. 

This  was  not  all.  Forty  private  '  7-'^'"'\ 
armed  schooners  were  soon  fitted  out  >  ^  ' 

in  vSalcm,  a  large  proportion  of  which     '    y       ■  , 
were  manned  by  I\Iarblehead  seamen.   :  .  , 
One  schooner,  the  Growler,  was  com-   ^  % 
manded  by  Capt.  Nathaniel  Lindsey,  of     v.     ^  - 
IMarblehead,  and  had  an  entire  crew     \  " / 

of  IMarblehead  men.    Of  the  crew  of 
the  ship  America,  one  of  the  most  "pt.  nathamel  lindsev. 
conspicuous  and  successful   cruisers  during  the  entire 
war,  thirty  were  from  }.Jarblehead. 

Tlie  flsliermen  of  IMarblehead  were  also  largeh'  repre- 
sented on  board  the  frigates  of  the  United  States  nav>\ 
Many  mem1)tTS  of  the  crew  of  th.e  Constitution  were 
fi-(Mii  ^.birlilvliL  1(1,  and  v/cre  en  b'jard  her  ihroughoul  the 
enlii\'  ])c'ri(v,l  uf  lu-r  'Dnlli.uit,  cmtclt. 

Tliough  tile  enthrisiasm  of  the  people  was  so  great  at 
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the  prospect  of  war,  they  were  not  unmindful  of  other 
patriotic  duties ;  and  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  thirty- 
sixth  anniversary  of  American  Independence,  was  appro- 
priately celebrated.  The  church  bells  were  rung  at 
sunrise,  noon  and  sunset,  and  the  customary  P'ederal 
salutes  were  fired.  At  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.,  a  procession 
w^as  formed  at  the  Town  House,  which,  after  being- 
escorted  about  town  by  the  jMarblehcad  Light  Infaritry 
Company,  proceeded  to  the  New  fleeting-house,  where 
an  oration  w^as  delivered  by  Jacob  Willard,  Esq.  The 
other  exercises  were  participated  in  by  the  choir  of  the 
church,  and  the  Reverend  ^Messrs.  Bowers,  Dana  and 
Ellis. 

The  w^ar  had  now^  begun  in  earnest.  On  the  20th  of 
July,  the  ship  Orient,  of  Marblehead,  Captain  Andrews, 
commander,  wdiile  on  the  passage  home  from  a  merchant 
voyage  to  Gibraltar,  v/as  captured  on  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland  by  the  British  sloop-of-war  Hazard.  The 
Orient,  which  had  on  board  a  rich  cargo,  and  about 
thirtee]!  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  was  sent  into  St. 
John's,  N.  B.  The  crew,  ten  in  number,  were  placed 
on  *  board  a  prison  ship,  from  which  they  w^ere  subse- 
quently released  by  the  United  States  frigate  Essex, 
and  sent  to  New  York  on  board  a  cartel-ship. 

During  the  month  of  Jul}',  three  Nova  Scotia  shallops 
arrived  in  the  harbor,  having  been  sent  in  as  prizes  bv 
the  privateer  Lion.  They  vrere  hiden  with  West  India 
produce,  and  had  on  board  several  tliousand  dollars  in 
specie. 

A  fine  English  brig  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  vSt. 
John's,  was  abo  sent  in  as  the  joint  prize  of  the  Lion 
and  Snowbird.  The  brig  h:id  >ix  guns,  ].)ut  niade  uo 
r^-i-tancc. 

iCarly  in  the  m.inth  of  August,  i]w  schocuer  Dolphin, 
of  Salem,  wa>  caj^tured  by  tlie  I'rilish  crui>er  i)el\idcra. 
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Among  the  unfortunate  crew  of  the  Dolpliin,  who 
became  prisoners  of  war,  was  Joseph  Furness,  of  I\Iar- 
blehead.  vShortly  after  his  confinement  on  board  the 
Belvidera,  he  was  carried  on  board  the  ship  San 
Domingo,  Avhere  an  attempt  was  made  to  impress  him 
into  the  Britishi  naval  service.^  With  manly  heroism, 
Furness  declared  that  he  would  not  fight  against  Iiis 
countr}',  and  told  his  captors  to  shoot  him  as  he  stood, 
if  they  chose  to  do  so.  They  then  placed  him  on  board 
the  guard  shiip,  where  his  steady  resolution  and  un- 
daunted courage  inspired  the  admiration  of  the  British 
officers.  Soon  after,  documents  were  sent  down  for  his 
release,  and  he  returned  home. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  the  celebrated  battle  between 
the  United  States  frigate  Constitution  and  the  Ih-itish 
frigate  Guerriere  took  place,  which  resulted  in  a  glorious 
victory  for  the  Constitution.  During  the  engagement, 
Capt.  William  V,.  Orne,-  of  ]\Iarblehcad,  was  a  prisoner 
on  board  tlie  Guerriere,  and  the  following  graphic 
account  of  the  action  is  from  his  private  journal. 

"  rconnnanded  the  American  brig  Betsey,  in  the  year 
•  1812,  and  was  returning  home  from  Naples,  Italv,  to 
Boston.  AA'lien  near  the  western  edge  of  the  Crrand 
Bank  of  Nevv-fou.ndland,  on  the  loth  of  August,  181 2,  I 
fell  in  Avith  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  Captain  Dacres, 
and  was  capttircd  by  him.  I\Iyself  and  a  boy  were 
taken  on  board  of  the  frigate  ;  the  remainder  of  my 
officers  and  crew  were  left  in  the  I>etsey,  and  sent  into 
Halifax,   X.   vS.,  as  a  prize  to  the  Guerriere.    On  the 

^Twenty-one  citi/eas  of  Marblchea-1  were  iuipresseil  into  the  l^Iritisli  naval 
service,  na:nelv  :  J^lin  Sinilli,  William  Ifu'^j.'er,  lolm  Ik'Mcn,  'I'liMiiias 
Curtis.  1  :  :-..in.  I'h-li;^  I'r:!:' -!e. -,,1,  lliJinr  l  iV-ree.   I'nul  Xc'.v- 

W:  ll  .-r-n,  i;:..i.:aOI.l  he!!,  j'.  .;.  W.-l  Icn.  :      '  i  \.  , 

Mitc'nvll,  I.ukc  Mi^an,  .\>i  \'x-.,\:  u     W  ;  ill  am  I'-.^iMani  an- 1  'llu-nias  W'Vi^'.. 
-Caj'tain  <  h-TiC  irJi-e'iuciitl}- 1' M  [n  i;r.>>klyn,  X.  Y. 
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19th  of  the  same  month,  when  in  latitude  41*^  4.1^  north, 
longitude  about  55^  40^  west,  the  wnnd  being  fresh  from' 
the  northward,  the  Guerriere  was  under  double-reefed 
topsails  during  all  the  forenoon  of  this  day.  At  two, 
P.M.,  we  discovered  a  large  sail  to  windward,  bearing 
about  north  from  us.  We  soon  made  her  out  to  be  a 
frigate.  vShc  was  steering  off  from  the  wund,*  with  her 
head  to  the  southwest,  evidently  with  the  intention  of 
cutting  us  off  as  soon  as  possible.  Signals  were  soon 
made  by  the  Guerriere  ;  but  as  they  were  not  answered, 
the  conclusion  of  course  was  that  she  was  either  a 
French  or  an  American  frigate.  Captain  Dacres  ap- 
peared anxious  to  ascertain  her  character,  and  after 
looking  at  her  for  that  purpose,  handed  me  his  spy-glass, 
requesting  me  to  give  liim  my  opinion  of  the  stranger. 
I  soon  saw,  from  the  peculiarit}'  of  her  sails  and  from 
her  general  appearance,  that  slie  was  without  doubt 
an  'American  frigate,  and  comnumicated  the  same  to 
Captain  Dacres.  He  immediately  replied  that  he  thouglit 
she  came  dovvu  too  boldly  for  an  American,  but  soon 
after  added,  '  The  better  he  behaves,  the  more  lionor  we 
shall  gain  by  takino-  him.' 

The  two  ships  were  rapidly  approaching  each  otlier, 
when  the  Guerriere  backed  lier  main  topsail  and  waited 
for  her  opponent  to  come  down  and  commence  the 
action.  He  then  set  an  English  flag  at  each  masthead, 
beat  to  quarters,  and  made  ready  for  the  fight.  VvHien 
the  strange  frigate  came  down  to  within  two  or  tliree 
miles  distance,  he  hauled  upon  the  wind,  took  in  all  his 
light  sails,  reefed  his  topsails,  and  delilxTately  prepared 
for  action.  It  was  now  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, v;hen  he  filled  away  and  ran  down  for  the  Guerriere. 
At  this  nioiiKiU,  Caj)iain  Darixs  pi»iiK-l\-  s.iid  to  me: 
'  Ca})tain  Onie,  as  1  siip])0St-  \'ou  ilu  nut  wish  to  fight 
against  your  own  countr\'men,  you  arc  at  liberty  to  go 


vMi  hkty,  (-■r  i'-->d 


OF  MARBLEriP:AD.  309 

below  the  water-line.'  It  was  not  long  after  this  before 
I  retired  from  the  quarter-deck  to  the  cockpit.  Of 
course,  I  saw  no  more  of  the  action  nntil  the  firing- 
ceased,  but  I  heard  and  felt  much,  of  its  effects ;  for, 
soon  after  I  left  the  deck,  the  firing  commenced  on 
board  the  Guerricre,  and  was  kept  up  almost  constantly 
until  about  six  o'clock,  when  I  heard  a  tremendous  ex- 
plosion from  tlie  opposing  frigate.  The  effect  of  her 
shot  seemed  to  make  the  Guerricre  reel  and  tremble  as 
though  she  had  received  the  shock  of  an  earthcjuake. 
Immediately  after  this  I  heard  a  tremendous  crash  on 
deck,  and  was  told  tlie  mizzenmast  was  shot  awa)*.  In 
a  few  moments  afterward,  the  cockpit  was  fiHed  with 
wounded  men.  At  about  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  I  went  on  deck,  and 
there  beheld  a  scene  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
describe.  All  the  Guerriere's  masts  were  shot  awny,  and, 
as  she  had  no  sails  to  steady  her,  she  lay  rolling  like  a 
log  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  Many  of  the  men  were 
employed  in  tlirowing  the  dead  overboard.  The  decks 
were  covered  with  blood,  and  had  the  appearance  of  a 
bhtcher's  slaughter-house  ;  the  gun-tackles  were  not 
made  fast,  and  several  of  the  oruns  £^ot  loose  and  were 
surging  to  and  fro  from  one  side  to  the  other.  Some  of 
the  petty  ofiicers  and  seamen,  after  the  action,  got  liquor, 
and  were  intoxicated  ;  and  what  with  the  groans  of  the 
wounded,  tlie  noise  and  confusion  of  the  enraged  survi- 
vors on  board  of  the  ill-fated  ship,  rendered  the  whole 
scene  a  perfect  hell.''^ 

The  loss  on  board  of  the  Gucrriere,  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  was  one  hundred  and  one.  The  loss  on 
board  tlie  C^'mstitiition  was  seven  killed  and  sex'cn 
Wi.'umkd. 

The  nc\v.>  ui  til  is  ei],L;agoi]Kiit  was  rt  ceixx-d  in  Akir- 
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blehead  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  ;  and  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  crew  of  the  victorious  frigate  were 
citizens  of  the  town,  it  was  considered  ahiiost  a  local 
victory. 

During  the  month  of  August,  three  prizes  were  cap- 
tured and  sent  in  by  the  i\Iarblehead  privateers.  The 
Lion  sent  in  a  schooner  laden  with  lumber  and  military 
stores.  The  Industry  captured  the  brig  Karl  of  ]\Ioria, 
bound  from  Liverpool  to  St.  x\ndrevv''s,  and  sent  her 
into  ]Macliias.  Tlie  Growler,  of  Salem,  Captain  Lind- 
sey,  of  ^larbleliead,  captured  the  brig  Ann,  of  ten  guns, 
bomid  from  Li\'erpool  to  New  Providence,  riclily  laden 
with  dry  goods  and  crates  worth  $100,000. 

Two  other  prizes  v;ere  subsequently  sent  in,  but  the 
exact  date  of  their  capture  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 
One  was  the  brig  Richard,  of  tlirce  hundred  tons, 
ca])tured  by  the  Industry  ;  and  the  other  was  tlie  brig- 
Freedom,  with  seven  hundred  hogsheads  of  salt,  sent  in 
by  the  Thorn. 

The  presidential  election,  of  1812  resulted  in  another 
triumpli  for  tlie  Democratic  p-rty,  and  th.e  reelection  of 
President  Madison.  This  was  accepted  as  an  indorse- 
ment of  the  war  policy  of  the  administration  and  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  its  friends  throughout  tlie  countr)'. 
In  ]\Iarblehead,  especially,  the  event  was  liailed  with 
great  rejoicing.  Hlbridgc  Gerry,  who  was  revered  and 
honored  as  a  patriot  and  a  statesman,  had  been  elected 
vice-president  of  tlie  United  States,  and  nowhere  was 
the  honor  coriferred  upon  him  and  r^Iassacliusetts  more 
sincerely  appreciated  than  in  his  nati\'e  town.^ 

U^lbii'lge  Gerry  \vas  l)orn  in  >Iar))lelica<l,  July  17,  1744.     He  received  the 

ru.  uf        l       I'i-ii  in  iL-  c^^inmun  sc'r-'ls  of  M  arMeliead,  an.)  was 
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On  the  29th  of  December  a  desperate  engagement  was 
fought  off  St.  Salvador,  bet^Yeen  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution,  then  commanded  by  Captain 
Bainbridge,  and  the  British  frigate  Java,  of  thirty-eight 
guns.  The  combat  continued  more  than  three  hours, 
and  when  the  Java  struck  she  was  reduced  to  a  mere 
wreck.  Of  her  crew,  one  hundred  and  sixty  were*  killed 
and  wounded,  while  on  board  the  Constitution  there 
were  only  thirty-four.  Among  the  killed  on  board  the 
Constitution  in  this  action  were  two  brothers,  John  and 
Joseph  P.  Cheever,  of  ]\Iarblehead.  They  were  the  only 
sons  of  a  poor  and  aged  widow,  who  depended  upon 
them  for  support. 

The  death  of  John  Cheever  was  most  heroic.  Lying 
on  the  deck  mortally  vrounded,  he  heard  the  announce- 
ment that  the  enemy  liad  struck  her  colors.  Raising 
himself  with  difiiculty,  he  gave  three  cheers,  fell  back 
and  expired. 

1774,  he  ^vas  chosen  a  meml-ier  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts 
and  continued  a  uiL-inber  of  tliat  body  until  his  election  as  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress  in  1776.  Chi  the  4th  cf  July  of  that  year,  he  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  lie  contiiiued  a  niember  of  Congress  until  the 
'  year  i.7So,^\'hen  he  resigned  and  declined  a  reelection.  In  17S3,  he  was  again 
cliosen  a  member  of  Cc/ngress,  and  remained  a  member  of  that  body  till  17S5. 
I)uring  that  year,  and  wiiiie  a  member  of  Congress,  he  was  elected  a  niember 
<«f  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  by  the  citizens  of  Marblehead.  In  17S6,  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  ciinvention  which  met  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  to  report  a 
system  for  the  regulation  of  the  commercial  trade  of  tlie  United  States.  In 
17S7,  he  was  a  member  of  the  cojivention  which  met  at  Philadelphia  and 
framed  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  lie  was  a  mem1)er  of  the  first 
and  second  Congress  \s-hich  met  after  the  organization  of  the  government  in 
1789.  In  1 797,  he  was  cltosen  an  elector  t>f  ])resident  and  vice-president  of 
the  United  States,  and  cast  his  vote  for  Job.n  Adams.  During  the  same  year 
lie  \s as  api" linted  by  President  Adnms  a  connnissioner  to  France,  In  iSio, 
lieuas  elecle.i  g^ivernor  of  Mas>acliusetts  and  in  iSii  was  reelected.  In  1S12, 
he  was  elected  vice-p^e^!dent  (if  the  I'nired  Slates,     \\'h!le  on  liis  way  t.<  the 

NmV;  :!,ber  \  :  >    .  •.     .:>.      I  :  '.s-'i..'  '  r 
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At  a  public  dinner  given  at  the  Exchange  Coffee 
House  in  Boston  in  honor  of  Captain  Bainbridge,  March 
2,  1 813,  the  Hon.  Christopher  Gore,  president  of  the 
day,  announced  that  the  money  usually  expended  in 
decoration  had  been  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  wid- 
ow Cheever,  and  he  offered  this  to  the  commodore  as  an 
apology  for  the  absence  of  embellishments  customary  at 
such  times,  expressing  the  conviction  that  the  excuse 
would  be  deemed  sufficient.  The  apology  was  accepted 
by  the  commodore  in  a  graceful  speech,  in  which  he 
expressed  his  thanks  for  the  compliment  implied. 

On  the  first  of  June,  1813,  a  battle  was  fought  in  the 
bay  back  of  Marblehead  Neck,  in  sight  of  a  multitude  of 
anxious  spectators,  between  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake,  commanded  by  Captain  I^awrence,  and  the 
British  frigate  vShannon,  commanded  by  Captain  Broke. 
The  action  terminated  fatally  for  the  Chesapeake  and 
the  intrepid  Lawrence  was  mortally  wounded.  Of  the 
crew  of  the  Shannon,  twent}--foiu'  were  killed  and  fifty- 
six  wounded.  Of  the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake,  forty- 
eight  were  killed  and  nearly  one  hundred  wounded. 
•Whe'n  carried  below  and  asked  if  the  colors  should  be 
struck,  Captain  Lawrence  re])lied  :  "  Xo :  they  shall 
wave  Vvhile  I  live."  Delirious  from  excess  of  sufferine, 
he  continued  to  exclaim,  "  Don't  give  up  the  ship  I  "  an 
expression  consecrated  by  the  people  of  ^^larblehead  as 
the  last  words  also  of  the  heroic  ]\Iugford,  thirty-se\-en 
years  before. 

During  the  engagement  three  ]\Iarblehead  sailors  were 
on  board  the  Shannon  as  prisoners  of  war,  b\'  whom  the 
progress  of  the  battle  was  watched  with  the  utmost 
interest.  They  had  been  taken  on  l)oard  a  ]^rize  of  the 
privateer  Anierica,  se\-cral  days  befurc,  and  ilicir  li(;|;es 
of  a  >pec-d}'  (kli\er\-  were  siuukul)'  brought  tu  :in  end  ])\- 
the  capture  of  the  Chesa])eake. 
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The  body  of  Captain  Lawrence  was  carried  to  Halifax, 
but  was  subsequently  brought  to  Salem  and  reburied 
with  great  parade,  the  Hon.  Joseph  Story,  a  native  of 
Marblehead,  acting  as  the  orator  of  the  day. 

The  large  number  of  British  sloops  of  war  which  were 
cruising  about  the  bay  caused  the  inhabitants  to  fear  an 
attack  upon  the  town,  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 
this  year  active  preparations  were  made  for  its  defense. 
Fortilications  were  erected,  and  batteries  were  stationed 
on  Twisden's  Hill,  Goodwin's  Head,  Hewitt's  Head  and 
on  the  Neck.  The  town  was  divided  into  two  wards, 
and  all  the  able-bodied  men  remaining  at  home  vvcre 
enlisted  into  companies  and  detailed  for  guard  duty. 
The  ]\Iarblehead  Light  Infantry,  which  now  numbered 
one  hundred  men  in  its  ranks,  acted  as  a  reserve  force  to 
be  called  upon  in  case  of  an  attack.  A  company  was 
also  recruited  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  duty  at  Fort  Sewall.  This  company 
was  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Bailey,  and 
Joshua  O.  Bovrdcn,  the  efficient  commander  of  the  Light 
Lifantry,  Vv-as  its  first  lieutenant. 

•  Guards  were  stationed  along  the  coast,  on  the  Neck, 
and  at  various  localities  in  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
alarming  tlie  inhabitants  should  an  attack  be  made.  On 
several  occasions  the  alarm  gun  was  heard,  and  the  citi- 
zens rushed  to  arms  :  but  in  everv  instance  the  viinlant 
sentinels  were  mistaken,  and  no  attack  was  made. 

These  precautionary  measures  were  not  adopted  by 
the  town,  however,  without  sufficient  cause.  The  Brit- 
ish cruisers  had  become  so  bold  that  in  several  instances 
unarmed  American  vessels  were  captured  within  full 
si^ht  of  the  .shore,  and  almost  within  range  of  the  gun>  of 
tlic  lovt.  {  )n  OIK-  occa-^ion,  ilin-ini^-  the  month  of  An,L:i:^t, 
tw*.)  l-j:_L;i:-ii  ■^'liil'S  ci  war  >aik\l  close  into  the  Xcck  and 
captured  -.ix  coasting  \  esscls  whicli  were  bound  to  Boston.. 
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During-  this  period  of  excitement,  two  men  were  killed 
by  the  guards  in  the  public  streets  of  the  town.  Both 
of  the  unfortunate  incidents  occurred  in  the  night,  when 
it  was  impossible  for  the  sentinels  to  see  who  was  ap- 
jDroaching.  One  of  the  victims  was  a  3'oung  man  named 
Joseph  Butman,  who  was  foolishly  tr}'ing  to  alarm  the 
sentinel  stationed  at  the  Town  House.  The  othei^was  a 
negro,  knowai  as  Black  Charley,  who  \vas  shot  by  the 
sentinel  stationed  at  Lovis'  Cove.  Charley  was  on  his 
way  home  from  a  dancing  party,  where  he  had  per- 
formed the  important  service  of  fiddler,  and  being  some- 
what deaf,  it  is  presumed  did  not  hear  the  challenge  of 
the  guard.  These  sad  events  cast  a  general  gloom  over 
the  community  and  were  deeply  regretted  ;  but  the  stern 
necessities  of  war  demanded  that  the  guards  should  be 
commended  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty. 

During  the  month  of  P'ebruary,  1S14,  a  number  of 
British- prisoners  v.'ere  brought  to  ]Marblehcad  and  con- 
fined in  Fort  vSewall.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the 
go\'ernment  was  seriously  resented  by  the  citizens,  many 
of  v\diom  declared  that,  if  opportunity  offered,  they 
would  inflict  summary  vengeance  upon  the  detested 
Englishnit^n,  in  retaliation  for  the  inhuman  treatment 
of  American  prisoners  by  the  British.  Finally,  as  a 
measure  of  precaution,  the  prisoners  were  removed  and 
carried  to  B^oston. 

On  Sunday,  the  3d  of  April,  1S14,  the  citizens  were 
alarmed  by  tlie  sudden  appearance  of  three  ships  of 
war,  which  appeared  to  be  sailing  directly  for  jMarble- 
liead  Harbor.  Two  of  the  frigates  were  ascertained  to 
have  British  flags  at  their  mastheads,  while  the  third, 
which  was  in  advance  of  the  others,  carried  tlie  stars 
iiun  >Lrij)c.-.  ll  |)r(»\-ed  in  1v  iIk'  frigate  Ce'i!>iiluii^)n, 
wlrich  fur  ihr^x-  da\-s  had  ]\^-\)  clu;>ed  by  tlie  brui>h 
frigates  l\'ned()>  and  hhidx-mion.     As  the  tlirec  statel)' 
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ships  neared  the  land,  and  the  exciting  chase  could  be 
more  distinctly  witnessed,  the  headlands  and  housetops 
\vere  filled  with  interested  and  anxious  spectators.  The 
Constitution  succeeded  in  escaping  from  her  pursuers, 
and,  as  she  majestically  sailed  into  the  harbor,  cheer 
after  cheer  rent  the  air,  and  from  many  a  heart  a  prayer 
of  thanksgiving  went  forth  for  the  preservation  and 
safety  of  "Old  Ironsides."  When  about  three  miles 
out,  the  comman.der  of  the  Constitution  inquired  if  any 
of  the  Marblehead  seamen  felt  competent  to  pilot  the 
ship  into  the  harbor.  "  Aye,  aye,  sir  !  "  was  the  answer 
from  a  score  of  volunteers,  and  from  the  number  Samuel 
H.  Green  was  selected,  by  whom  the  good  ship  was 
successfullv  brouo-ht  in.  Towards  eveninc'-  she  aG:ain 
weighed  anchor  and  sailed  into  vSalem  Harbor,  where 
she  was  not  so  much  exposed,  and  was  less  liable  to 
attack.^ 

One  evening,  late  in  the  month  of  July,  two  ships 
sailed  into  the  harbor,  causing  some  apprehensions  of 
an  attack.  An  alarm-gun  was  fired,  and  the  people 
prepared  to  repel  them  should  they  prove  to  be  enemies. 
,They'were  neutral  vessels,  however,  being  the  Dutch 
sloop-of-war  Ajax,  and  the  merchant  ship  Prince  of 
Orange,  under  her  convoy.  The  Aiax  had  on  board 
his  Kxcellenc}'  Mynheer  Chaugulon,  with  his  family 
and  suite,  who  had  come  as  minister  from  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  the  United  States.  The  next  day  the  ships 
sailed  for  P)OSton,  where  the  minister  was  received  in 
state,  and  with  the  honors  due  his  station. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  at  home,  the 

^The  statement  that  Samuel  H.  Crecii  jnlotcl  tlie  Constitution  iuto  Morlilc- 
hc?A  l!:ir!-<-ir  wa<  m.i'k-  < 'riL:iii;\'lv  >     l\:c  aul'mi-itv  uf  veterans  of  the  wai 

ti'!'..     Ill-  '  ■:.  M.oi:  ehiini  [     ]\y-'  :    ■  I'w 

[;.'t  v.ily  \i'  m  liiiiiS-^li.  hat  . '-Ji'^is  who  wcie  'ii  hi^'ar.i  the 

eoii>tiluti'.':i  <it  the  time. 
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heroic  sons  of  Marblehead  were  winning  unfading  laurels 
by  their  valorous  conduct  upon  the  water.  In  tlie 
spring  of  1814,  Capt.  David  Porter,  in  the  frigate  Essex, 
engaged  the  British  frigate  Phoebe,  of  fifty-two,  and  tlie 
sloop-of-war  Cherub,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  in  the  harbor 
of  Valparaiso.  For  more  than  two  hours  he  sustained 
this  unequal  encounter,  before  he  surrendered,  and  his 
crev/  fought  with  a  bravery  never  exceeded.  Of  his 
intrepid  officers  and  seamen,  fifty-eight  w^ere  killed, 
thirty-one  were  missing,  thirty-eight  v;ere  severely,  and 
twenty-five  slightly  w^ounded.  During  the  action,  Lieut. 
John  Glover  Cowell,  a  son  of  tlie  intrepid  Capt.  Richard 
^.^.-'-^^  Cowell,  and  a  grandson  of  Gen. 

/'         '\  John  Glover,  of  Revolutionary 

/       .      ]  fame,  was  wounded.    After  hav- 

/  ;   .     .  i\  ino- the  wound  dressed  a  second 

\  '-r^)     Ki  time,  he  returned  to  his  station, 

V  ^  '    '  when     another    shot  severely 

^  \-  .    wounded  him  in  the  leg.  He 

•/■  was    taken    up    to    be    carried  " 

%     ...  ;  '  below;  but  peremptorily  refus- 

ing to  go,  he  continued  at  his 
LIEUT.  JOHN  G.  COWELL.  pQgt  until  loss  of  Wood  reiideied 
him  insensible.  He  was  then  taken  below  and  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  surgeon.  After  the  battle  he 
was  carried  on  shore,  where  his  leg  was  amputated,  and 
after  suffering  with  exemplary  fortitude  for  twenty- 
one  days,  he  expired  in  the  presence  of  his  gallant 
companions.  "  His  case  excited  in  Valparaiso  the  live- 
liest interest.  The  v;hole  city  most  feelingly  and  deeply 
sympathized  in  his  sufferings  and  lamented  his  fate. 
His  heroism  had  made  every  one  his  friend  and  liis 
mourner.  \\c  wa>  buried  with  iW  n'lost  disliu;.,' ui>!iLd 
lioiKjrs,  bolli  mjlit;ir\-  and  ci\-i],  tluit  llic  place  C(jukl 
attord.    All  the  Am.erican  and  British  uiTicers,  the  ciews 
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of  the  Essex  and  the  Essex  Junior,  of  the  Phosbe  and 
Cherub,  and  of  every  other  vessel  in  port,  joined  to  swell 
the  funeral  procession.  But  the  chief  pomp  that  was 
displayed  on  this  solemn  and  interesting  occasion,  arose 
from  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place.  It 
v/ould  be  scarcely  hyperbolical  to  say  that  iJic  aslies  of 
the  gallant  Cowell  were  watered  by  the  tears  .of  all 
Valparaiso..  '  The  concourse  of  Spaniards,  headed  by 
the  governor  of  the  district  and  a  large  military  escort, 
was  immepse. 

"  Followed  by  this  vast  and  magnificent  procession, 
and  attended  by  solemn  music  and  liglited  tapers,  the 
remains  of  the  hero  were  carried  to  the  principal  church 
of  the  city.  Here,  after  having  been  exposed  to  public 
view  for  two  days,  shrouded  in  elegant  funeral  apparel, 
they  were  interred  in  consecrated  ground  within  the 
walls  of  the  building,  an  honor  never  perhaps  before 
conferred  on  a  stranger  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

The  war  virtually  ended  in  December  of  tliis  year, 
Vv'hen  the  treat)'  of  peace  was  signed  at  Glient,  b)'  the 
representatives  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
In  February,  1S15,  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  two 
governments,  and  President  ^Madison  issued  a  proclama- 
tion to  that  effect.  On  the  reception  of  the  news  in 
?\Iarblehead,  every  house  in  town  was  illuminated,  and 
from  nearly  every  housetop  something  was  set  fl>'ing  to 
the  breeze  ;  those  who  could  not  procure  flags,  hoisting 
slieets,  pillow  cases,  and  in  some  instances  even  petti- 
coats, in  honor  of  the  great  event.  For  an  entire  week 
the  church  bells  were  rung,  and  as  day  after  day  their 
merry  ])eals  rang  out,  they  left  full  conviction  on  every 
heart  of  the  sincere  jo}'  and  most  ardent  patriotism  of 
llle  ]>et.)|>le. 

The  joy  (.>f  the   peO])le  was   tempered  wiih  sadne.^s 

'ScL-  Captaii\  Porter's  ol'licial  rc[)ort,  an',1  nustou  papers  of  1814. 
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when  news  was  received  of  tlie  death  of  John  Lancy, 
another  son  of  INIarblehead,  a  seaman  on  board  the 
frigate  Constitution  in  the  fight  with  the  British  ships 
Cyane  and  Levant.  The  battle  took  place  February 
20,  181 5,  off  the  Island  of  Madeira.  Lancy  had  one 
thigh  shattered,  and  the  otlier  severely  injured.  When 
taken  below,  the  sui'geon  said  to  him,  "  ]\ly  brave  fellow, 
3-0U  are  mortally  wounded."  ''  Yes,  sir,"  was  the  reply, 
"  I  only  want  to  hear  that  the  other  ship  has  struck." 
Soon  after  clieers  were  given  for  the  surrender  of  the 
Levant,  when,  like  his  townsman  John  Cheever,  at  the 
capture  of  the  Java,  he  raised  his  head,  echoed  the 
cheer,  and  died  a  moment  after. 

Though  peace  had  been  declared,  over  seven  hundred 
citizens  of  ]\larblehcad  were  confined  in  British  prisons. 
Halifax,  Chatham,  Plymouth  and  the  loathsome  prison 
ships  each  had  their  quota,  while  in  Dartmoor  Prison 
alone  more  than  five  hundred  were  confined.  The 
majority  of  these  men  were  captured  in  privateers  by 
British  ships  of  many  tiriies  their  size  and  armament. 
Many,  liowever,  were  taken  from  unarmed  merchant 
vess\:ls  on  their  voyages  to  and  from  the  various  foreign 
ports. 

To  narrate  the  experience  of  the  men  of  ^Marblehead 
while  confined  in  these  prisons  would  require  a  volume 
in  itself.  Throughout  the  entire  period  of  their  incar- 
ceration, which  lasted  for  six  months  after  the  war  was 
over,  they  were  noted  for  the  cheerful  manner  in  which 
they  bore  their  sufferings  and  privations.  It  was  only 
at  times,  when  adverse  intelligence  v.'as  received  con- 
cerning their  loved  ones  at  home,  that  tliey  vrere 
depressed.  At  one  time  llicy  were  ''told  pusili\cl\'  and 
circuinsUintially  lli.ii  thi'LL"  frigaUs  srut  ili.-n-  Iv.als  inl<> 
ilelicad,  aiiii  j.fler  drix'iiig  out  .ill  ihc  woiul-u  and 
children.  Set  iiw  to  tlie  town  and  reduced  the  wlu.'k  to 
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ashes."  This  for  a  time  was  believed,  and  the  prisoners 
from  Marblehead  were  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety.  At 
another  it  \vas  reported  in  the  prison,  "  that .  peace 
between  America  and  England  was  conclnded,  and  that 
one  of  its  conditions  was  giving  np  the  fisheries  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.  This  alarmed  the  Marbleliead 
men  more  than  the  report  of  the  burning  of  their  town  ; 
they  raved  and  swore  like  mad  men.  '  If  that  be  the 
case,'  said  they,  '  I  am  danmed,  ]\Iarblehead  is  forever 
damned,  and  we  are  all  damned  ;  and  damnation  seize 
the  peacemakers  who  have  consented  to  this  condition.' 
On  this  subject  they  worked  themselves  into  a  fever  and 
were  very  unhappy  all  the  time  the  story  was  believed.''^ 
The  brutal  treatment  to  which  the  prisoners  in  Dart- 
moor Prison  were  subjected,  culminated  on  the  6th  of 
April,  I  Si  5,  in  a  premeditated  and  bloody  massacre. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  some  boys,  who  v.'ere 
playing  ball  in  one  of  the  yards,  accidentally  knocked 
their  ball  o\'er  into  the  barrack  vard.  The  disobliofinof 
sentinel  in  that  yard  refused  to  throvv^  it  back  to  them, 
and  .they  tlierefore  picked  a  hole  in  the  wall  to  get  in 
,  after  it.  This  gave  tlie  murderous  commander  of  the 
prison  tlic  pretext  he  desired.  The  alarm-bell  was  rung, 
and  while  tlie  defenseless  prisoners  were  running  into 
the  yard  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  alarm,  the  soldiers, 
who  had  been  stationed  at  tlie  gates  and  upon  the  walls, 
were  ordered  to  fire  upon  them.  There  was  no  avenue 
of  escape  for  the  unfortunate  victims.  Even  after  they 
retreated  to  the  interior  of  the  prison,  the  soldiers  pursued 
them  and  fired  into  the  doors.  vSeven  of  the  prisoners 
were  killed  and  sixt\'  wounded.  Amono-  the  wounded 
were  ]'.A\U  ]\':ich  :uid  T]luUl;ls  TilidleV  of  MarbleluMd . 

A  fev;  (lays  ai'ler  tlie  m:L>sacre,  the  hearts       the  pi  i.-'- 
uiiers  WLie   \:\.[<\-  glad         tlu.'  jox'lul  inleiligeiiee  ii:at 

^  j.\t>  iiai      C";,;.',':.7'U,  lL:lij\:.\  Ciiui  Dui'lnic-oy , 
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CHAPTER  XIJI. 

At  the  close  of  tlie  war  of  181 2,  the  citizens  applied 
themselves  eaniesth'  and  industriously  to  the  task  of 
restoring-  their  shattered  fortunes.  There  were  now 
only  forty-eight  vessels  employed  in  the  bank  fisheries, 
eighteen  of  which  were  of  less  than  hft)'  tons  burden. 
W^hen  the  eni]")argo  of  1S07  went  into  operation,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  sixteen  vessels  engaged  in  the 
business,  ninety-eight  of  which  were  of  more  than  fifty 
tons  burden.  This  great  reduction  in  the  number  of 
vessels  engaged  in  the  industry  by  which  the  inhabit- 
ants obtained  a  livelihood,  is  the  best  evidence  that;  can 
be  given-  of  tlie  sacrihces  made  b\'  ihe  town  during  tlie 
period  of  controversy  and  war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  tlie  4th  of  ^larch,  181 7,  James  ?\Ionroe,  of  \^ir- 
ginia,  was  inaugurated  President  of  the  luiited  States. 
Ide  was  a  man  of  amiable  and  conciliator}-  character,  and 
was  popular  witli  both  political  parties.  ,  His  inaugural 
address,  vs-hieh  was  remarkal^le  for  its  patriotic  senti- 
ments, and  the  able  and  temperate  numner  with  which 
it  dealt  with  all  the  important  questions  of  the  dav,  was 
warmly  a])}-)iaudL-d  throughout  tlie  courjtry,  by  Federal- 
ists as  Well  ris  Democrats. 

A  lew  m(>nili->  after  his  inau^'-uratieai,  President  Mon- 
roe HKiiie  a  t'. 'iir  (^1  I  lie  ]',.'.st'-rn  Sl::ies,  and  in  so  'loing 
houe>r^-d  the  li'wn  el  head  w  ith  a  Ijriel  \'isit.  He 

was  rccei\'ed  at  the  eritrance  of  the  town  b\'  a  |,)rocession 
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consisting  of  the  military,  the  boards  of  town  officers, 
the  scholars   of  the  public  and  private  schools,  the 
clergy  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens.    He  was  es- 
corted to  the  "  Lee  IMansion,"  where  a  large  number  of 
prominent  citizens  assembled  "  to  pay  their  respects," 
and  afterward  visited  Fort  Sewall  and  other  points  of 
,^  -  -  interest. 
/             \  The  organization  of  Sunday-schools 
J                 \      in  Marblehead  began  in  the  spring  of 
\'          _         ;      1818.    On  the  22d  of  May  of  that 
\                  \      year,  several  prominent  citizens  as- 
V.                 :     sembled  at  the    New  ]Meeting-House," 
^                 \    and   measures  v;ere    taken   for  the 
 organization  of  a  "Sabbath-school 

•  ,  Union  Society."    At  a  subsequent 

HON.  NATHA.NIEL  HOOPEK.    meeting,    held    at    i\cademy    Hall,  a 

constitution  was  adopted,  and  the  society  was  organized 
by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers  : 

President  —  Hon.  William  Reed. ^ 
Vice-presideni — Dr.  Calvin  Briggs. 
Treasurer — Hon.  Nathaniel  Hooper. 

•  ■     Secretary  —  Nathan  Bowen,  Esq. 

On  Sunday,  June  14,  the  school  was  opened,  divisions 
havino-  been  established  at  each  of  the  churches  in  town. 

o 

These  divisions  were   each  under  the  direction  of  a 

^Hon,  William  Reed  was  born  in  Marbleliead,  June  6,  1776.  lie  was  for 
many  years  an  eminent  merchant  in  the  to^\■n,  and  throughout  his  life  %\'as 
highly  esteemed  for  his  benevolent  and  religious  charaeter.  In  iSri,  he 
was  elected  a  representative  in  Congress,  and  remained  in  office  until  the 
year  1S15.  lie  was  presi.lent  of  the  Sabl)alh-5cl-!ool  Union  of  Massachusetts, 
and  of  the  American  d  ract  Society,  and  a  member  of  many  other  religious 
and  educatiimal  orgaiu/ations.  IJ e  \s  as  so  dcejdy  interested;  in  the  cause  of 
tem^'cranc-  ti;at  lie  \'-  a>  styled  the  "•  A|'">tK'  i  if  d'c^; ij icianco. In  Xi-'V-mbrr. 
lSc\',  he  v,..-^  ;i:  !..■■-  Mi^:,  ]!:-i;n.d-  ll-.-i-i.  a  ;:;o^t  a^  .  -  ■lupi  :>lu'd  bdy 
wr.>  wa-  ].;  ddy  •  •■•  .•emed  f.  -r  iur  de  ••'  ;':eiv  aivi  wor!..-.  "f  charily.  Mr. 
)<.cc'i  :':.■!  'i'.viiy  -\<  i'  lii;.-  nail,  bebiuaiy  iN.  iSjy,  while  in-e!)ariiig  fir 
a  celei'i.'lii.n  by  liic  >uii  biy--<eli>'ul  <if  the  North  L ongregatinnal  Ldiurch. 


From  painting  bv  C/iilicrt  >tu:irt,  in  p.-iicr^ion  or'  Mr^.  iic.:ry  l.' .  W  .litt 
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siiperintendent  and  teachers  elected  by  the  society. 
The  schools  held  their  sessions  on  the  morning  of  each 
Sunday  from  I\Iay  to  November,  and  continued  under 
the  direction  of  the  society  for  eleven  years,  when  each 
church  assumed  control  of  its  own  school. 

By  a  vote  of  the  people  of  IMassachusetts,  a  convention 
was  called  to  meet  at  Boston  in  November,  1820,  for 
the  purpose'of  revising  and  amending  the  Constitution  of 
the  State.  Benjamin  Knight,  John  Prentiss,  Jr.,  Nathan 
B.  ^lartin,  Hon.  Nathaniel  Hooper  and  Capt.  John 
Gregory,  Vv^ere  elected  as  delegates  from  ]\larblehead. 
The  convention  was  in  session  seven  weeks,  and  its 
deliberations  were  marked  by  the  harmony  which  pre- 
vailed among  its  members.  As  a  result  of  their  labors, 
fourteen  amendments  were  proposed,  a  majority  of 
which  were  adopted  by  the  peo])le. 

The  year  1824  ^""'^^  marked  by  an  event  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  the  people  of  ]\Iarblehead.  The  venerable 
Marquis  dc  Ivafayctte,  who  had  coine  to  the  United 
States  at  the  express  invitation  of  Congress,  was  trav-' 
eling  through  the  country,  and  the  citizens  voted 
unanimously  to  invite  him  to  revisit  the  town.  The 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  a  day  late  in  the  month  of 
August  was  ap])ointed  for  tlie  auspicious  occasion.  The 
distinguished  visitor,  accompanied  by  his  son,  George 
Washington  Lafayette,  was  received  at  the  entrance  of 
the  town  l^y  a  procession  of  civic  and  military  organiza. 
tions,  and  escorted  through  the  principal  streets  amid 
the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people.  He  was  then 
conducted  to  the  Lee  ^Mansion,"  where  a  grand  dinner 
v\-as  serxcd,  and  a  public  reception  was  gi\-en  to  the 
citizens.  Tile  <b;mier-ta1))0,  it  is  said,  presented  a  mag- 
niiieeul  .r.\\\]rc.     All  llle   "       i  l-to-d( .       f,Uiiilie>  of 

th^-  town  couiviliiiud  their  sii\-ei'  ware  io  grace  tla 
fest:il  l)u;n'(l,  :uid  neither  pains  nor  expense  were  spared 
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in  its  arrangement.  General  Lafayette  remained  in 
IMarblehead  several  hours,  and  before  departing  made  a 
brief  call  upon  i\Irs.  IMary  Glover  Hooper,  the  wife  of 
Robert  Hooper,  Esq.,  and  the  only  surviving  daughter 
of  his  old  friend  and  companion  in  arms.  Gen.  John 
Glover. 

Among  other  interesting  incidents  of  this  memorable 
day  was  the  first  appearance  of  tlie  niilitar)-  company 
known  as  the  Lafayette  Guards,  whicli  liad  been  organ- 
ized a  short  time  before,  under  command  of  Capt. 
William  13.  xAdams, 

At  this  time,  and  for  many  years  previous,  the  male 
inhabitants  of  ^Massachusetts  were  required  by  law  to 
be  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  the  State.  Only  those 
belonging  to  the  fire  department,  or  who  held  the  office 
of  constable,  were  exempt  from  military  duty.  The 
scenes  in  IMarblehead  on  the  days  of  the  general  muster 
were  often  ludicrous  in  the  extreme.  The  inhabitants 
were  divided  into  two  artillery  companies,  one  of  which 
v\'as  known  as  the  Nortli  Ward  Company,  and  the  other 
as  that  of  the  South.  Ward.  The  members  of  these 
companies  were  usually  ordered  to  appear  armed  and 
equipped,  and,  like  good  soldiers,  they  alwa\'s  obeyed 
orders.  Some  presented  themselves  with  swords  and 
cutlasses  of  various  lengths  and  shapes.  Others  were 
armed  with  gun-stocks  without  Ixirrels,  and  z'ia^  versa. 
The  majority,  however,  carried  dirk-knives,  pistols  and 
anything  that  "could  pass  muster"  in  the  shape  of  a 
weapon.  Each  company  was  possessed  of  two  brass 
canno]is,  which  more  than  made  up  for  all  deficiencies 
in  other  respects.  Not  a  man  was  in  uniform  exce])t 
trie  officers,  who  were  gorgeous  in  blue  coats,  with  brass 
l)uttc)us  au'l  :.;< '1.1  lace.  r>ut  the  uiavch  Was  tlic  priiici- 
1'al  feature  tlie  gr^-al  occ;;-iv)ii.  Ihiidging  aluug 
beside  a  very  slu^rt  fisherman,  clad  in  "  nK)nke\-  jacket 
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and  son'-wester,"  would  be  a  very  tall  farmer  lad,  in 
homespun  frock  and  broad-brimmed  hat.  The  rolling 
eait  of  the  fisherman  and  the  o-ip-antic  strides  of  the 
farmer  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  keep  in  step,  and 
numerous  were  the  misunderstandings  on  this  account. 

Occasionally  there  was  a  division  muster  at  some 
town  in  the  county,  and  at  such  times  the  ^larblehead 
artiller)-men  were  conspicuous  in  the  sham  fights  vv'hich 
occurred.  It  was  at  one  of  these  sham  fights  in  the 
year  1824,  ^^^^^  ^'^^^  expression  "  ]\Iarblehead  never  re- 
treats," had  its  oriinn,  "  It  was  arrancrcd  that  a  hioii 
hill  in  Danvers  should  be  held  by  a  portion  of  the 
troops  called  the  British,  who,  with  their  allies,  the 
Indians,  were  to  be  attacked  by  the  other  troops  and 
eventually  retreat ;  while  the  attacking  party  were  to 
take  possession,  and  plant  their  flag  on  the  ramparts. 
The  wigwams  were  built  and  the  prehminary  arrange- 
ments all  made,  the  ?Nlarblehcad  artillery  being  the  last 
to  retire. 

"  Now  the  battle  waxed  loud  and  furious,  big  guns 
and  little  guns,  smoke  arid  smother,  and  the  grand  rush 
of  the  attacking  party  up  the  hill  ;  but  it  was  brought 
to  a  standstill  by  the  persistent  peppering  from  the 
?\Iarblcheaders  under  I\Iajor  Traill,  and  his  gallant 
adjutant,  afterwards  ?^Iajor  Green. 

"  '  Why  dori't  you  retreat  ?  '  said  the  attacking  colonel, 
as  the  flashes  threw  the  gun-wads  in  his  face  and  singed 
his  whiskers,  'why  don't  )-ou  retreat?  ' 

Jhit  these  semi-marine  gunners,  who  had  learned  to 
handle  and  train  a  gun  '  on  the  briny/  had  got  warmed 
U}),  and  forgot  tliat  tlicy  for  the  nonce  represented  John 
Ihill  ;  and  ('i;e  of  thfui,  rushing:  forward,  sang  out  : 
'  M;!rbie]u  ad  ul  \  l'V  retreats  I  '  "  ' 

'  1  hi-  •■'  !>'.  wlr.>-!M  :t ['i Tj'.rocl  in  a  ]'w~*'Mi  paper  seine  years  ag> was  corrul- 
0rau_  1  :.y  wh^j  rcuicinl 'tre'l  liic  !nci<!LT,t. 


326  THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

It  is  said,  too,  that  some  of  the  gunners  loaded  their 
guns  with  small  potatoes,  which  rendered  the  attack  a 
somewhat  hazardous  undertaking. 

Early  in  this  year  a  society  was  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Cohnnbian  vSociet)'"  which,  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  exercised  a  perceptible  influence  upon  the 
political  sentiments  of  the  citizens.  "Actuated  by  a 
sincere  desire  to  promote  political  and  useful  knowledge 
amono-  ourselves  and  our  fellow  men"  —  its  members 
declared  in  tlie  preamble  of  their  constitution  —  "  and 
believing  no  method  so  productive  of  advantage  in  the 
improvement  of  the  mind  as  reading  and  tlie  interchange 
of  sentiments  and  ideas  among  men  ;  and  feeling  an 
ardent  zeal  to  perpetuate  the  j^rinciples  and  rights  for 
which  our  Fathers  of  the  Revolution  foughit  and  bled  ; 
we  have  associated  and  do  by  these  presents  voluntarily 
associate  ourselves  together."  Tliis  society  was,  in  tlie 
truest  sense,  a  rvlarblehead  institution.  Had  it  been 
otherwise  it  could  r.ot  have  existed.  The  doctrines  in- 
culcated by  its  constitution  were  democratic  in  the 
broadest  and  noblest  sense.  livery  person  upon  becom- 
•  ing  a  member  was  required  to  make  the  following 
declaration:  "I.  do  firmly  believe  that  man  by  nature 
is  and  ought  to  be  free  ;  that  I  cherish  an  ardent  attach- 
ment to  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  our  country,  and  the 
Republican  institutions  thereof.'' 

For  many  years  the  best  moderators  of  our  town 
meetings  were  graduates  of  the  president's  chair  of  the 
Columi)ian  vSociety,  and  the  most  skillful  debaters  who 
participated  in  town-meeting  discussions  obtained  their 
experience  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  that  institution. 

During  this  year  the  public  slr^-.-ts  were  named  1)\- 
\'e'te  ef  tile  l<  iwu.  Xearlx'  all  ( 'f  ihein  had  h^-^j]\  Iciiown 
as  "  lane.b  "  irum  iIk-  lime  ^^1  llie  selilemenl  I'l  irie  town, 
.uid  Miigford,  (ireeu  and  State  streets  :u'e  still  familiar 
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to  most  of  the  older  inhabitants  as  "  New  IMeeting 
House,"  "  Ferry  "  and  "  Wharf  "  lanes.  Previous  to  the 
breaking-  out  of  tlie  Revolution,  State  street  was  known 
as  "  King  street,"  but  the  patriotic  citizens  declined  to 
recognize  the  name  after  the  close  of  the  war.  One  of 
the  most  curious  incidents  of  tliis  action  of  the  town 
was  the  naming  of  a  narrow^  foot-path  leading  over  a 
ledge  of- rocks  from  Lookout  Court,  or  Lodge  Hill,  to 
Lee  street.  Its  name  as  entered  on  the  records  is  Pros- 
pect Alley." 

As  early  as  1825,  the  manufacture  of  missesVand  chil- 
dren's shoes  was  introduced  into  i\Iarblehead.  Previous 
to  this  time,  the  only  boots  and  shoes  made  in  town 
were  heavy  leather  boots  for  tlie  use  of  fishermen  and 
"custom  shoes  for  ladies  and  pentlemen."    The  first 

o 

manufacturer  to  engage  in  the  new  enterprise  was  I\Ir. 
Pvbenezer  ]\Iartin,  who  made  his  own  shoes  and  sold 
them  at  retail.  His  workshop  was  in  the  old  "  Reynolds 
House,"  on  Darling  street.  It  was  his  custom  to  carry 
his  goods  about  in  a  cart,  and  drive  from  one  town  to 
another,  until  he  disposed  of  them.  The  next  earliest 
nianufacturer  was  Mr.  Thomas  Wooldredge,  whose  fac- 
tory was  on  Orne  street ;  and  a  few  years  later  i\Iessrs. 
Benjamin  Hawkes,  Thomas  Garney  and  Adoniram 
C.  Orne  engaged  in  the  business  as  a  firm.  Shortly 
after,  ^Messrs.  Samuel  and  Peter  Sparhawk  began  busi- 
ness. 

The  P^ourth  of  July,  182S,  was  celebrated  in  a  very 
patriotic  manner.  A  procession  under  the  direction  of 
Capt.  Xathaniel  Adams  as  chief  marshal,  and  ]\Iessrs. 
Da\'id  P)]ancy  and  Robert  Orne  as  aids,  and  consisting 
of  the  ?darl>k]K-;id  Liglit  Infantrv,  Lafavette  Guards, 
]vL-\'' 'hiLJ '!i;try  -nid;;,  rs,  (iiiicials  and  cilizc-ns,  nu'wd 

thrc.  ugh  iIk-  p]-ii:e!p;ii  >ti\-L\>  U)  'Mvcv.  'Mr.  ]>arL!cifs 
^kcliug-l  louse/'  wlierc  the  Declaration  of  lude[)enclence 
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was  read  by  Capt.  Richard  Girdler,  and  an  oration  was 
delivered  by  Frederick  Robinson,  Esq.    In  the  afternoon, 
a  dinner  was  served  at  the  Tov/n 
•   ..^^^^'^v^^         Hall,  at  which  Benjamin  Crownin- 
i^'^    %        shield,  Esq.,  presided.    A  national 
salnte  was  fired  at   snnrise,  noon 
''         '  and    snnset    by    Captain  William 

^  HaskelPs  company  of  artillery. 

<;  During  the  year  1829  ^"^^^  atten- 

'y  A  .  /    >'■;'        tion  of  the  citizens  was  called  to 


C:^/'  the  condition  of  the  poor  at  tlie 

^        '  almshouse.    A  connnittee  appoint- 

HON.  FREDERICK  FOBIMSON.  11  >1  i  x         *  i^'         i  a\ 

ed  by  the  town  to  investigate  the 
matter,  reported  tliat  one  hundred  and  twelve  persons 
were  confined  in  the  institutioti,  a  majority  of  whom 
were    lodoed  in  a  o;arret  of  the  house  for  v/ant  of  better 
acconnnodation."    xVmong  other   evils   complained  of 
was  the  allowance  of  ardent  spirits  to  the  subjects,  "a 
barrel  a  month "  being  consumed.    The  place  as  a 
reformatory  institution  was  an  utter  failure.    ]\Ien  con- 
victed of  drunkenness  were  sentenced  ..  .  ... 

to  be  confined  in  the  almshouse,  and  ■  '  \ 

'while  there  were  <>-iven  an  allowance         f--  ..-r-".    ;  . 
of  the  beverage  which  had  brought  '  v 

them   to    grief.     These,    and   other  :^       '      '  ■ 

evils,  aroused  the  virtuous  indioiiation 
of  the  citizens,  and  the  result  was  a    'Vf  /  .-^z  , 
thorough   reformation   in  the   over-  •  , 

seer's  department. 

In  October,  1S29,  the  ship  Candace,  "''^'^"'^ 
Capt.   Nathaniel  Eindsey,  Jr.,  of  ]\tarblehead,  master, 
and  vSamuel  (rrax-es^  of  ]\larblchead,  chief  ofheer,  sailed 
from  Boston  on  a  voyage  to  vSiUiialr.i  fuv  a  Inad  rf  |)c}»])L-r. 


chant  s'hips. 


;;\cnlly  sailcl  mAiiy  ycais  as  a  cuuiiiiaii' ler  ut'  iViCr- 
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On  the  1 8th  of  November,  ^Yhile  in  the  track  where  the 
Indiamen  cross  the  equator,  she  was  chased  for  hours  by 
a  pirate  brig  and  finally  overtaken  and  robbed..  Two 
boatloads  of  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  boarded  the  ship, 
ordcrino-  the  officers  into  the  cabin  and  the  sailors  into 
the  forecastle  and  placing  a  sentry  over  each.  They 
then  ransacked  the  ship,  taking  twent)'  thousand  hard 
dollars  witli  whicli  she  had  been  sup- 
plied  to  purchase  a  cargo,  together  - 
with    watches,     quadrants,    cordage,        \  I 
stores  and  other  articles  to  the  value  of      .    ^'  i 
seven   hundred    dollars.    The   arnia-  \"< 
nient  of  the  Candace  consisted  of  only  , 
two  four-pound    cannon,   fi\-e  or  six     '  ^ '  //  - 
muskets,  and  as  many  pistols.  Her 
crew  numbered  sixteen  men  and  boys. 
The  pirate  brig,  besides  being  full 'of    ^apt.  samcel  okaves. 
men,  was  armed  with  a  large  gun  in  the  waist  mounted 
on  a  pi\'0t,  and  four  long  brass  nines. 

It  \\-as  evident  that  resistance  would  be  useless.  But 
the.  captain  and  cliief  ofiicer  of  the  Candace  resolved 
that  if  a  general  massacre  was  attempted  the  pirates  and 
all  ori  hoard  should  be  blown  into  eternitv.  ]\Ir.  Graves 
who  liad  some  slight  acquaintance  with  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage bclie\'ed  from  tlie  conversation  of  the  pirates  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  take  the  prisoners  on  deck  one 
at  a  time,  shoot  them,  and  set  fire  to  the  ship.  The 
second  mate  being  ordered  on  deck,  the  plan  seemed 
about  to  be  put  in  execution. 

Seizing  his  ])istol,  ]Mr.  Gra\-es  quickl}'  dropped  from 
the  cabin  to  the  hold  and  leveled  his  weapon  at  the 
powder  barrel.  Jir^t  tlieii  a  vuice  froui  above  shouted, 
^' St-;.,  tiK-y  I:;:-.'  i^,:  iiim  :       It  w:i>  a  tiiuei}- 

\\:v:\\\v.^.  I u  -llier  i!i"i:u.iit  ^wry  soul  on  board  llie 
ill-fated  •^hip  would  ha\-e  pei"i>hed. 
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A  heavy  squall  of  wind  and  rain  with  thunder  and 
lightning  arising  the  pirates  took  to  their  boats  and 
pulled  for  the  brig.  Captain  Lindsey  wore  ship  as  soon 
as  possible,  after  his  unwelcome  visitors  had  left  him, 
havimr  no  alternative  but  to  return  to  p]oston.  He  first 
stopped  at  Marblehead,  however,  sailing  into  the  harbor 
on  a  stormy  da}-  in  December.  The  news  of  liis  ^arrival 
and  unfortunate  experier.ce  quickly  spread,  creating 
great  excitement.  The  pirate  craft  was  thought  to  be 
the  Spanish  brig  j^vlacrinarian,  commanded  by  jMichael 
Alcantra,  who  had  committed  many  outrages  on  the 
high  seas. 

On  Saturday,  IMarch  13,  1830,  the  first  local  newspa- 
per ever  established  in  town  made  its  appearance.  It 
was  called  the  ^Marbleliead  Register,  and  was  pub- 
lished by  T*-Ir.  Henry  Blaney.  For  three  years  the  editor 
struggled  heroically  to  make  the  enterprise  a  success  ; 
but  his  efforts  were  futile,  and  he  was  obliged  to  suspend 
publication.  vSeveral  nev/spapers  have  since  been  estab- 
lished, but  a  similar  fate  has  befallen  them  all  except 
the  Messeno-er,  which  is  still  in  existence.^ 

^Tlui' ne^v5papers  publislied  in  Mai'blehcacl  since  1S33  have  been  The  Ga- 
7ette,  published  by  Peter  Dixey,  Jr.,  in  1S32;  The  Mercury,  pubHshcd  by 
Robinson  Breare,  in  1S4S;  The  Essex  County  Times,  pubh!shed  Ijy  J,  K. 
Averili,  in  1S4S;  The  People's  Advocate,  publislied  by  Bechford  &  Coffin,  in 
1S49;  The  Ledt^er,  ]Hiblished  by  T.  J.  Hutchinson,  in  1S59.  Mr.  Hutchinson 
subsequently  admitted  a  partner,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Hutchin- 
son Skinrier.  In  1S61,  Mr.  Horace  Traill  became  projjrietor  of  the  Ledger, 
and  It  \^•as  published  until  the  end  of  the  year  1S63.  Maibleliead  Mirror 
published  by  Lamson  about  1S60.  The  Marbleliead  Chronicle  published 
by  Charles  W.  Pelt  of  Salem  in  1S08.  In  December,  1S71,  The  Mar- 
bleliead Messenger  was  established  l)y  Me>srs.  Hart  &  Trask,  Shortly 
after,  Mr.  Hart  died,  and  tlie  i)a])er  was  published  by  Mr.  E.  I.  Trask,  with 
Mr.  William  Martin  Chamberlain  as  editorial  manager.  Pa  1S74,  the  Mes- 
senger ^\as  purchased!  liv  Me^sr^•.  Samuel  K^ads,  Jr.,  and  brederick  Peek, 
by  \vli<iiu  it        .-libioir  i  jAniiAry  I,  1S77.     I'  v.js  iV.:  v.  pu!v;i,i.,jd  1  .y 

Me>.r<.  X.  l.i'.]-y.:,  .  . ,.  'y  vP^iii  it  p-'bd.-i.     d  li.'  ll-ocx 

.•Statesman  by  (  !..irl<.s  11.  l.iichir.an  fv^  in  iNSi  [n  is^^.  d'hc  Marbhdicad 
Enterprise,  a  daily  j>aiier  publi^hed.  !iy   Murrill  Smith  in  1.S91. 
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During  the  year  1831,  several  important  local  institu- 
tions were  established.  On  the  iSth  of  ]\Iarch  the  Grand 
Bank  was  incorporated  witli  a  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  the  first  meetincr  of  the  stockliold- 
ers,  a  board  of  nine  directors  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
INIessrs.  Edmund  Kimball,  Josepli  W.  Green,  B^enjamin 
Porter,  Joel  Newhall,  James  Oliver,  Knott  ?vlartin,  Abel 
Gardner,  David  Blaney  and  Edmund  Bray.  The  direct- 
ors su1)sequently  elected   Joseph  W.  ^ — ^ 


building  with  slated  roof.    On  the  iSth     ^    y  /y  ^^  _  j 
of  November  the  business  of  banking       '  • 
was  begun  in  the  new  building. 

Early  in  this  year  the  ^larblehead     "''^J-  J^^-  c^^-^^'- 
Seamen's    Cliaritable    vSocietv    was    oro'anized.  This 
society  is  still  in  existence,  there  being  only  one  older 
society  in  tov/n.     The  I\Iarblehead  Female  Humane 
Society  antedates  it,  having  been  organized  in  1S16. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  President  Andrew  Jackson, 
who  had  en.tered  upon  his  second  term  as  the  executive 
of  the  nation,  made  a  tour  of  the  iMiddle  and  Xew  Eng- 
land vStates.  On  the  28th  of  June,  accepting  the  urgent 
invitation  of  the  citizens,  he  visited  IMarblehead.  Pie 
was  received  at  tlie  entrance  of  the  town  by  a  procession 
consisting  of  the  military  companies,  a  cavalcade  of  fifty 
horsemen,  the  fire  department,  scholars  of  the  pu.blic 
schools,  and  a  large  concourse  of  citizens.  Along  the 
route  of  tlie  ]M-()cessior.  se\'eral  triun)}~)hal  arches,  decorated 
with  l!'»\\  !  i-s  and  ])L-ariug  ai '])ropi  ialc  iiioU<'^>,  w^  ic 
erectc-t],  ciiid  Uwiuy  priwuc  roidcuces  were  ekil"  >:\ileiy 
decoraied.     I^-esident  J:ickson  rode  through  the  priuci- 


Green,  president,  and  John  vSparhawk, 
Jr.,  cashier.  At  tlieir  first  meeting  the 
directors  voted  to  purchase  the  estate 
of  Capt.  AVilliam  Russell,  on  Hooper 
street,  and  to  erect  thereon  a  stone 
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pal  streets  in  an  open  carriage,  after  which  the  proces- 
sion halted  at  the  "  Lee  I\Iansion,"  where  an  address  of 
welcome  was  delivered  by  Frederick  Robinson,  Esq.  A 
dinner  had  been  provided  for  the  occasion,  bnt  to  the 
great  disappointment  of  the  citizens  their  disting-uished 
visitor  was  obliged  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Salem,  and  the}^  were  deprived  of  the  pleasrtre  of  his 
company. 

The  violent  opposition  to  the  measnres  of  President 
Jackson's  administration,  gave  rise  to  a  new  political  or- 
ganization, known  as  the  Whig  party.  Between  this 
party  and  the  Democrats  there  existed  a  feeling  of  the 
most  bitter  hostility.  This  was  especially  true  of  the 
adherents  of  both  parties  in  iMarblehead.  Their  opposi- 
tion to  each  other  was  so  intense  that  on  the  occasion  of 
a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  1834  they  refused  to  act 
in  concert,  and  the  result  was  two  rival  celebrations. 

^rr-^z-^  The   Democrats   formed  a  proces- 

>|        >u>\        sion,  and  escorted  by  the  Lafayette 
■  /       ^  ^  :         Guards,  with  a  drum  and  fife  and  two 
) bugles,  proceeded  to    the  Methodist 
^     '       .      Meeting-house,  where  an  oration  was 
/ff  )^^/  delivered  by  ]Mr.  Franklin  Knight,  a 

native  of  the  town.  They  then 
marched  to  Fort  Sewall,  where  a 
dinner  w^as  provided,  and  appropriate 
speeches  wer^  made  by  prominent  members  of  the  party. 
The  Whigs  were  escorted  by  the  IMarblehead  Light 
Infantry,  a  majority  of  whose  ihembers  were  of  that 
political  faith.  Led  by  a  band  of  music,  they  marched 
to  the  Old  North  ]\leeting-house,  where  an  oration  was 
delivered  ;  after  which  they  sat  down  to  a  dinner  at 
Academy  HalL 

During  the  year  1835,  the  fire  department  was  thor- 
oughly reorganized.    The  town  at  this  time  owned  fotir 
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hand  engines,  including  the  "  Friend  "  and  the  "  En- 
deavour," ah-eady  mentioned.  The  other  two  were  the 
"Union,"  purchased  in  1798,  which  was  located  at 
the  junction  of  Orne  and  Washington  streets,  and  the 
"  Iviberty,"  purchased  about  1808,  which  was  located  on 
the  hill  at  the  head  of  Watson  street.  Besides  these 
there  were  two  engines  owned  by  private  parties,  one 
of  which  was  named  the  "  Torrent,"  and  the  other  the 
"Relief."  The  "  Torrent "  was  located  in  the  rear  of 
the  Stone  Church,  and  the  "  Relief  "  in  a  small  building 
near  the  "  Lee  ]\Iansion  House." 


A  VIEW  OF  TRAININGFIEID  HtL!.,   1833.     FROM  A  SKETCH  BY 
MISS  CHARLOTTE  GALI.ISON. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  town  to  examine  the 
several  engines  belonging  to  the  fire  department,  re- 
ported that  only  one,  the  "  Liberty,"  was  "  worth 
spending  a  dollar  on."  That  engine  was  accordingly 
repaired  and  refitted  Vv'ith  all  the  modern  improvements, 
and  two  new  suction  engines,  the  "  Marblehead "  and 
"  Essex,"  were  purchased.  Two  new  liouses  were  erected 
for  their  accommodation,  that  of  the  "  Marblehead " 
being  on  Bassett  street  and  that  of  the  "  Essex  "  on 
Franklin  street. 

During  the  year  1836,  the  Univcrsalist  Society  was 
organized.  For  a  time  the  meetings  were  held  in  the 
hall  on  tlie  corner  of  Washington  and  Darling  streets  ; 
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but  the  following  year,  so  rapid  had  been  the  growth  of 
the  society,  that  a  church  edifice  w^as  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Watson  and  Pleasant  streets. 

The  year  1837  is  memorable  as  the  j^eriod  of  one  of 
the  most  severe  financial  panics  the  country  has  ever 
experienced.  Business  was  everywhere  at  a  standstill ; 
bankruptcy  had  become  a  common  lot,  and  by  mid- 
summer .  the  banks  universally  had  suspended  specie 
payments.  Notwithstanding  the  distress  which  prevailed 
in  consequence  of  the  depression  of  business,  the  year 
was  one  of  the  most  eventful  in  the  annals  of  Mar- 
blehead.  For  years  the  town  had  maintained  three 
grammar  schools,  known  as  the  North,  Centre  and 
South  schools.  It  was  now  voted  to  establish  a  High 
School,  with  separate  departments  for  boys  and  girls. 
The  school  was  established  in  accordance  with  the  vote 
of  the  town,  and  the  building  known  as  the  "  Masonic 
Ivodge  "  was  rented  for  its  accommodation. 

It  was  during  this  year,  also,  that  the  famous  contro- 
versy over  the  "  Surplus  Revenue  "  took  place.  During 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson,  a  large  amount 
of  money  accumulated  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  By  an  act  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  authorized  to  distribute  the  amount  among 
the  several  States,  and  the  vState  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  reception  of  its  proportion,  distributed  it  among  the 
towms  of  the  Conimonw^ealth.  By  this  act  of  the 
legislature  the  town  of  Marblehead  received  about  thir- 
teen thousand  dollars.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
the  town  was  to  receive  so  large  a  sum  of  money,  a 
controversy  arose  among  the  citizens  as  to  the  disposi- 
tion that  should  be  made  of  it.  At  a  town  meeting- 
held  on  the  15th  of  April,  a  committee  of  nine  persons 
was  chosen  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 

to  report  at  length  "  on  the  disposal  of  the  money. 
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The  Hon.  Frederick  Robinson  was  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  upon  their  recommendation  it  was  voted 
that  the  money  be  appropriated  "  for  the  purchase  of  a 
large,  fertile  and  convenient  town  farm,  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  acres,  and  for  erecting  upon  it  a  large, 
durable  and  convenient  building  for  the  poor."  A 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Frederick  Robinson, 
Benjamin  Stone,  William  B.  Adams,  Samuel  Avery, 
Richard  Cole  and  Jeremiah  Hathaway,  was  chosen  to 
carry  the  vote  into  effect.  Three  days  later,  the  citizens 
again  convened,  and  a  building  committee  was  chosen, 
with  authority  to  "  take  down  the  old  almshouse,  and  to 
erect  a  new  one  on  the  town  farm."  The  entire  scheme 
to  purchase  a  farm  was  bitterly  opposed  by  a  large 
minority,  and  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  April 
it .  was  voted  to  reconsider  all  former  votes,  and  to 
divide  the  money  among  the  inhabitants  per  capita. 
This  proposition  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  in  the  affirmative  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  in  tlie  negative.  In  the  afternoon  an  ad- 
journed meeting  was  held,  when  the  friends  of  the 
town  farm  succeeded  in  reconsidering  the  action  of  the 
morning,  and  defeating  the  "dividing  project."  One 
meeting  after  another  was  held  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  the  excitement  of  the  citizens  increased  with  each 
meeting.  During  the  controversy,  Frederick  Robinson, 
John  Hooper,  Richard  Girdler  and  Andrew  Lackey, 
were  in  turn  elected  town  treasurer,  all  of  whom  declined 
to  serve.  I'inally  the  choice  fell  upon  INIr.  John  Nut- 
ting, who  accepted.  At  one  meeting  it  was  voted  to 
"indefinitely  postpone  the  entire  matter,"  and  at  anoth- 
er to  "  cancel  the  outstanding  orders  of  the  town  with 
the  fund."  At  lcn;^c]i,  after  a  controversy  of  nearly  a 
year  in  duration,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  town  was 
under  a  legal  obligation  to  purchase  the  farm  belonging 
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to  Hiiniplirey  Devereux,  Esq.  The  farm  was  according- 
ly purchased  for  the  sum  of  §13,000.  Two  years  later 
the  farm  was  sold  for  $11,000,  and  the  money  was 
turned  over  to  the  treasurer,  the  town  losing  $2,000  by 
the  transaction. 

The  date  of  the  reo-ular  establishment  of  stag-e  com- 
munication  between  IMarblehead  and  Boston  was  about 
the  year  1768.  The  establishment  of  a  regular  line  of 
stages  between  IMarblehead  and  Salem,  however,  did  not 
take  place  until  twenty-six  years  later.  The  first  pro- 
prietor of  a  line  of  stages  in  jNIarblehead,  of  whom  we 
have  any  knowledge,  was  i\Ir,  Hooker  Osgood,  who 
drove  regularly  to  Boston  for  many  years  previous  to 
the  War  of  1812.    He  died  in  1811,  and  the  business  \Yas 


ORIGINAL  RAILWAY  STATION,  PLEASANT  STREET,  1839.     FROM  A  DRAWING 
BY  WILLIAM  H.  WINSLOW. 

purchased  by  Messrs.  Israel  Putman  and  Jonathan  Cass.. 
This  firm  subsequently  sold  out  to  a  company,  under 
whose  management  the  business  was  conducted  for 
several  years.  Upon  the  abandonment  of  the  enterprise 
by  the  company,  I\Ir.  Cass  resumed  the  business  with 
]\Ir.  Increase  H.  Brown  as  a  partner.  In  1829,  Cass 
withdrew,  and  ]\Ir.  Brown  entered  into  a  copartnership 
with  Messrs.  Stephen  P.  Plathaway  and  Pjenjamin 
Thompson,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  1.  H.  Brown  & 
Co.    A  stage  was  driven  to  Boston  daily,  and  to  Salem 
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twice  a  day,  i\Ir.  Thompson  being  the  driver  of  the 
former  and  iNIr.  Hathaway  of  the  latter.  On  the  opening 
of  the  Eastern  Raih'oad  between  vSalem  and  Boston  in 
1838,  the  stage  to  Boston  was  discontinned,  and,  instead, 
stages  were  driven  fonr  times  a.  day  to  the  IMarblehead 
depot,  then  located  in  Swampscott,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  "Old  Lynn  Road."  On  the  opening  of 
the  IMarblehead  and  Salem  Branch  of  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road in  1839,  ^  station  ^vas  bnilt  on  Pleasant  street  and 
the  stage  to  Salem  was  discontinued. 

The  year  1839  ^^^^Y  ^^^^  have  been  the  period 
when  the  fishing  business  of  IMarblehead  reached  the 
zenith  of  its  prosperity.  At  that  time  ninety-eight 
vessels,  only  three  of  which  were  under  fifty  tons  burden, 
were  employed  in  the  business, — a  larger  number  than 
have  ever  sailed  from  this  port  since  the  time  of  "  Jeffer- 
son's embargo." 

By  the  will  of  IMr,  A.  S.  Courtis,  who  died  during  the 

year  1839,  ^^^^  town  received  a  legacy  of  $5,000,  upon 

condition  of  an  annual  payment  of  five  per  cent,  to  his 

three  heirs  durinpr  their  lifetime.    At  the  death  of  the 
<-> 

la.st  heir  the  whole  amount  was  to  revert  to  the  town  for 
the  purchase  of  school-books  and  stationery  for  poor 
children.  A  committee  chosen  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration  reported  that  the  heirs  had  offered  to 
compromise  with  the  town  for  the  sum  of  $500,  and  it 
was  voted  to  accept  the  proposition. 

The  presidential  contest  of  1840,  known  as  the  "  Hard 
Cider  Campaign,"  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  and 
memorable  in  the  history  of  the  country. .  President 
A^an  Buren  was  renominated  by  the  Democrats  ;  against 
him  the  Whigs  placed  Gen.  William  Henr}-  Harrison,  a 
man  of  great  popularity  by  reason  of  his  services  on  the 
nortli western  frontier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  struggle 
in  IMarblehead  w^as  marked  by  an  unusual  degree  of 
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bitterness  and  intolerance.  The  enthnsiasm  of  partisans 
was  aroused  to  the  highest  pitch,  and  in  many  instances 
the  reason  of  voters  was  obscured  b)'  prejudice  and  per- 
sonal feeling.  Political  meetings  were  held  every  day 
and  evening  during  the  campaign.  The  meetings  of 
the  Whigs  were  held  in  a  "  Log  Cabin,"  whicli  they  had 
erected  on  the  estate  now  owned  by  John  S.  jMartin, 
Esq.,  on  Pleasant  street,  while  the  Democrats  held  their 
meetings  in  a  "  Pavilion  "  on  the  Common.  The  con- 
test resulted  in  the  election  of  General  Harrison,  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  question  of  slavery,  which  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  thinking  men  throughout  the  country  to  a 
o-reater  or  less  de^rree  ever  since  the  close  of  the  War  for 
Independence,  was  now  again  brought  before  the  people. 
Anti-slavery  conventions  were  held  in  all  the  Northern 
•  and  W^estern  States,  and  though  not  largely  attended 
were  beginning  to  have  a  perceptible  effect  in  moulding 
public  opinion.  In  February,  1841,  an  Anti-slavery 
convention  was  held  at  Georgetown,  ]Mass.,  and  as  a 
result  of  its  deliberations  the  political  organization 
known  as  the  Liberty  Partv  came  into  existence.  This 
party  advocated  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  over  whicli  Congress  had  the  sole 
legislative  power.  The  only  person  from  Marblehead 
who  attended  the  convention  at  Georgetown  was  i\Ir. 
Samuel  Goodwin,  a  gentleman  who  had  long  been  an 
earnest  and  outspoken  abolitionist.  Three  years  later,  at 
the  presidential  election  of  1844,  six  votes  were  cast  in 
^larblchead  for  the  candidates  of  the  Liberty  Part}'. 
The  voters  were  :  Samuel  Goodwin,  Ambrose  Allen, 
Robert  P.  Stevens,  George  Pedrick,  Thomas  ^1.  Goodwin 
and  John  Dennis.  These  gentlemen  appeared  regularly 
at  tlie  polls  at  each  recurring  State  election,  and  their 
party  gradually  increased  to  fifteen  members.    I-'or  years 
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they  made  little  or  no  progress,  but  with  steady  reso- 
lution and  firm  devotion  to  principle,  they  maintained 
their  organization,  forming  the  nucleus  of  the  great 
Anti-slavery  party  which,  under  two  names,  lias  assumed 
such  proportions  in  ]Marblehead. 

The  year  1S44  was  marked  by  the  erection  of  the 
building  known  as  "  Lyceum  Hall,"  and  by  the  organi- 
zation of  two  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
societies  in  the  town.  These  were  Samaritan  Tent  of 
Rechabites,  and  Atlantic  Lodge  of  Odd  F'ellows. 

On  the  night  of  Friday,  November  2,  1845,  ^^^^  grist 
mill  belonging  to  John  Roundy,  situated  on  the  hill 
known  by  his  name,  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  Tl:c 
scene,  as  the  burning  frame  stood  in  bold  relief  against 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  is  described  as  rivaling  in 
beauty  any  set  piece  of  pyrotechnics.  This  fire  was 
long  the  tlieme  of  conversation  and  was  kept  in  remem- 
bi'aiice  by  an  amusing  bit  of  doggerel,  the  work  of  a 
local  rhymster. 

•  In  1845,  another  engine  was  added  to  the  fire  depart- 
ment. This  engine  was  the  "  Gerry,"  and  upon  its  recep- 
tion the  fire  association  of  that  name  was  organized. 

The  year  1846  marks  a  memorable  period  of  distress 
in  the  annals  of  the  town.    On  the  19th 
of  vSeptember  of  that  year,  one  of  the 
most  terrible  gales   ever   known  took 
place  on  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfound- 
land, and  ten  vessels  belonoino-  in  INIar- 
blehead,  containincr  sixtv-five  men  and 
bo\  s,  were  lost.    Forty-three  of  these  un-  ^^i^ 
fortunate  seamen  were  heads  of  families,  V 
leaving    fortv-ihree    widows    and  one 
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hundred  and  fifty-five  fatherless  children. 
This  great  calamity  may  l)e  said  to  have  given  the 
death-blow  to  the  fishinir  interests  of  the  town. 
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In  1848,  the  iMarblehead  Seamen's  Cliaritable  vSociety 
erected  a  monument  on  the  "  Old  Burying  Hill "  in 
memory  of  its  deceased  members,  fourteen  of  whom 
were  lost  in  the  September  gale  of  1846.  The  monu- 
ment is  of  white  marble,  fifteen  feet  high  and  stands 
upon  the  highest  point  of  ground  on  the  hill,  being  visi- 
ble from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  at  sea.  ♦ 

The  inhabitants  had  not  recovered  from  the  calamity 
of  1846  when  another  of  a  different  nature,  but  not  less 
appalling,  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire  community. 
The  presidential  campaign  of  1848  had  nearly  drawn  to 
its  close  when,  on  Thursday  evening,  November  2,  two 
large  political  gatherings  were  held,  one  at  vSalem  and 
the  other  at  Lynn.  The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster  was 
advertised  to  address  the  Whigs  at  L}-nn,  and  Gen. 
Caleb  Gushing  the  Democrats  at  vSalem.  Special  trains 
were  run  to  Salem  from  all  the  towns  in  the  vicin- 
ity, and  more  than  two  hundred  citizens  of  Marble- 
head  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  listen  to 
the  eloquence  of  the  great  orators.  At  twelve  o'clock 
that  night,  as  the  IMarblehead  train  was  returning  from 
Salem,  a  collision  took  place  with  the  down  train  from 
Lynn.  The  engine,  tender  and  forward  car  of  the 
iMarblehead  train  were  utterly  demolished.  Six  of  the 
occupants  of  the  car  were  killed,  and  five  were  seriously 
wounded.  The  killed  were,  Henry  G.  Trefry,  Samuel 
IManning,  John  Stevens,  Nathaniel  Roundy,  John  Cross 
and  John  Cloon  Russell.  i\Ir.  Benjamin  F,  Brown  was 
maimed  for  life,  having  both  legs  broken.  IMessrs. 
Francis  Curtis,  Edmund  Glover,  Thomas  Clothey  and  Asa 
Hooper,  were  seriotisly  wounded  ;  and  several  others, 
including  the  engineer,  were  slightly  injured. 

During  t]ie.\-ear  1S49,  the  ship  Rubert  Hooper,  owned 
by  ?Jr.  Jul  ward  Kiniljall,  was  constructed  at  Red 
vStone  "  Cove.    The  launching,  which  took  place  on  the 
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31st  of  October,  was  witnessed  by  hundreds  of  people, 
many  of  whom  came  from  the  neighboring  cities  and 
towns.  Bnsiness  was  generally  suspended,  and  the  day 
was  observed  as  a  holiday  thronghout  the  town.  The 
enterprise,  thus  begun,  for  a  time  gave  promise  of  be- 
coming one  of  the  permanent  industries  of  the  town. 
Six  other  ships  of  from  eight  hundred  to  twelve  hnndred 
tons  bnrden  were  subsequently  built  for  ]\Ir.  Kimball ; 
and  Vvnthin  a  period  of  nine  years  twenty  schooners  of 
from  eighty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  twelve  tons 
burden,  were  built  for  various  persons  engaged  in  the 
fishing  business. 
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•  SHAWMUT  HALL  AND  VICINITY,  PLEASAN1    STREET,  1S50. 

In  1S50,  a  Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage  was  purchased 
and  placed  in  the  fire  department.  It  was  named  the 
"  AVashirigton,^'  and  a  company  was  organized  for  its 
management. 

During  the  following  year,  the  present  almshouse 
was  erected  by  vote  of  the  town. 

For  several  years  the  ^Manifestations,"  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  had  engaged  public  attention  and,  durir.g 
the  year  1S52,  several  families  in  town  avowed  them- 
selves as  believers  in  the  doctrines  of  Spiritualism. 
vSeances  were  at  first  held  at  the  residence  of  ^Ir.  Jolin 
Lefavour,  on  IJeacon  street,  and  subsequently  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Samuel  B.  Ch'egory,  opposite  the  Common, 
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and  at  that  of  the  Hon.  Frederick  Robinson,  on  vSewall 
street.  A  few  years  later  pnblic  lectures  were  regularly 
given  at  Shawniut  Hall.  A  society  of  vSpiritualists  was 
subsequently  organized,  and  existed  several  years.  It 
finally  disbanded,  however,  and  for  some  years  the 
seances  have  been  held  at  private  houses. 

In  1852,  the  Infantry  Company  known  as  the  Glover 
Light  Guards  was  organized.  Tlie  first  captain  was  Air. 
William  H.  Hooper,  a  descendant  of  General  Glover. 

On  the  31st  of  IMarch,  1853,  :\Ir.  Moses  A.  Pickett,  a 
gentleman  who  had  for  years  been  a  noted  character  in 
the  town  from  his  odd,  eccentric  manners,  died  and  was 
buried.  The  event  attracted  little  or  no  attention  at 
the  time  beyond  the  circle  of  his  fev/  immediate  relatives 
and  friends  ;  but  when  his  will  v\'as  opened  it  was  found 
that  he  had  bequeathed  the  entire  residue  of  his  estate, 
after  paying  a  few  small  legacies,  to  be  used  as  a  fund 

to  comfort  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  the  aged,  the 
sick  and  the  urdiappy."  His  house,  he  directed  should 
be  kept  in  repair,  and  let  to  widows  at  a  moderate 
rent."  There  was  only  one  provision  in  the  will,  which 
was  that  those  to  whom  his  house  gave  shelter,  should 
be  natives  of  the  town  of  ?\Iarblehead.  The  entire 
amount  of  the  bequest  was  about  $13,400. 

In  his  lifetime,  ]\Ir.  Pickett  had  been  considered  a 
man  of  a  very  penurious  and  miserly  disposition  ;  but 
when  the  contents  of  the  will  were  made  known,  the 
mouths  that  for  years  had  been  sealed  were  opened. 
Then,  for  the  fust  time,  his  quiet  and  unostentatious 
charities  were  made  known.  The  widow,  the  fatherless, 
the  aged  and  the  sick,  had  many  times  been  the 
recipients  of  liis  ncx'er-failing  help  in  time  of  need, 
The\"  liad  not  known  tlie  name  t^f  their  m\stcrious 
benefactor,  and  tlie  local  dealers  who  were  the  almoners 
of  his  charity  liad  bc-en  pledged  to  secrec)'.     It  was  not 
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until  he  had  been  called  to  his  reward,  that  his  fellow 
citizens  saw  and  appreciated  the  true  worth  of  tlie  man 
who  had  lived  among  them. 

The  remainder  of  the  year  1853  chiefly  memorable 
on  account  of  the  three  great  military  festivals  which 
took  place  before  it  closed.  On  Tuesday,  June  28,  the 
Marblehead  Light  Infantry,  which  had  adopted  the 
name  of Sutton,"^  in.  honor  of  Gen.  William  Sutton, 
appeared  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Knott  V.  IMartin. 
Among ,  the  distinguished  visitors  present  were  His 
P^xcellency  Governor  Clifford,  the  Hon.  Charles  W. 
Upham,  who  at  that  time  represented  the  Essex  District 
in  Congress,  and  a  large  number  of  military  officers 
from  other  towns.  The  Glover  Light  Guards,  under 
Capt.  John  Anderson,  appeared  in  a  grand  parade  on 
the  29th  of  September  ;  and  on  the  19th  of  October, 
the  Lafayette  Guards,  under  command  of  Capt.  Jolm 
Carroll,  Jr.,  made  a  similar  demonstration.  On  each  of 
these  occasions  the  coujpany  parading  v-as  presented 
with  a  silk  banner,  tlie  gift  of  the  ladies  of  the  town. 

On  the  1 6th  of  Octol:)er,  1853,  I'^^^l-  IMillett,  Jolm 
]\Ii'llett  and  William  B.  Symonds,  of  jMarblehead,  had 
the  honor  of  raisincr  tlie  first  American  flaor  on  the 
island  of  Fuchau,  China.  Tliey  were  members  of  the 
crew  of  the  ship  Haqua,  of  New  York,  commanded  by 
tlieir  townsman  Capt.  Richard  Dixey.  The  port  of 
Fuchau  had  been  open  to  foreigners  only  a  month,  and 
this  was  the  first  flag  of  any  foreign  nation  to  be  flung 
to  the  breeze  on  those  islands.  The  Haqua,  wliich  had 
sailed  from  Hong  Kong  for  Fuchau  with  a  cargo  of  tea, 
carried  the  American  Consul,  and  two  missionaries  as 
passengers. 

At  tluit  time  tlie  Fucliau  Ri\-er  was  infested  with 

M  hc  name  c-f '•  Sua._.n  "  was  sul)SoiUcntly  di-upiKul  ami  the  oM  iiainc  ui 
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pirates,  and  therefore  the  Haqua  sailed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  an  American  man-of-war.  A  staff  was  erected, 
and  the  flag  raised  at  the  request  of  the  American 
Consul,  on  the  third  day  after  his  landing  on  the  island. 

]\Irs.  Rebecca  G.  Dixey,  the  w4fe  of  the  captain,  was 
the  first,  white  woman  ever  known  to  land  there.  In 
their  eagerness  to  see  her  the  natives  crov^'ded  around  in 
such  numbers,  and  were  so  demonstrative,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  surround  her  with  a  guard  to  keep  them 
from  tearing  her  clothing  to  pieces. 

The  anniversary  of  American  Independence  had  been 
celebrated  from  time  to  time  with  great  parade,  but 
probably  one  of  the  greatest  celebrations  of  the  kind 
ever  known  in  tov/n  was  that  which  took  place  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  1856.  At  niiie  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  that  day,  a  procession  was  formed  in  seven  divisions, 
consisting  of  the  three  military  companies  ;  the  entire 
fire  department  ;  all  the  secret  societies  and  other  organ- 
izations ;  the  scholars  of  the  public  schools  ;  the  town 
officials  and  their  predecessors  in  office  ;  aged  citizens 
in  carriages  ;  a  party  of  mounted  Indian  warriors  and  a 
.cavalcade  of  horsemen.  l\Ir.  Joseph  P.  Turner  acted  as 
chief  marshal.  The  procession  moved  through  all  tlie 
principal  streets  to  the  "  Old  North  Church,"  where  an 
oration  was  delivered  by  W.  C.  Endicott,  Esq.,  of  Salem. 
The  other  exercises  consisted  of  prayer  by  the  Rev.  B. 
R.  Allen,  and  reading  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
by  ]\lr.  Franklin  Knight.  An  ode,  written  for  the 
occasion  by  I\Irs.  Maria  E.  Williams,  was  sung  by  the 
choir.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  brilliant  display  of 
fireworks,  under  the  direction  of  a  Boston  pyrotechnist. 

In  1856,  a  lodge  of  the  "Sons  of  Temperance"  was 
organized,  known  as  Washington  Division,  Xo.  3." 
The  following  year,  the  Mar])lclKad  Musical  Associa- 
tion "  was  organized. 
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In  1858,  several  communicants  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  withdrew  from  that  body  and  organized 
the  society  which,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  was  known  as 
the  "Third  Congregational  Church."  During  the  year 
i860  the  society  erected  the  house  of  worship  known  as 
the  "South  Church,"  on  the  corner  of  Essex  and  School 
streets. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  185S,  the  Hibernian  Friend- 
ly Society  was  organized. 

The  year  1859  "^^'^^  as  remarkable  for  local  events  as 
any  in  the  history  of  the  town.  On  the  ist  of  January,  a 
new  engine,  named  the  I\Iug- 
ford,  was  added  to  the  fire  de- 
partment. On  the  evening  of 
that  day  the  ]\Iugford  Fire 
Association  was  organized. 

A    controvers)'    had    arisen  1 
relative   to   the    purchase  of 
another     hand     eni^ine,    and  c\ 
many  of  the  firemen  were  loud  .'''''^'^ 
in  their  praises  of  a  machine       1^'  IT^^ 
known"  as   the    "Button-Tub      M  "''^^T 
Engine."    The  town  decided  \  ! ' 

adversely    to   the  •     .  i^''': 

proposition,  howev-  C-  '    .     'k^  "  '  jj,:!     !=]  Ilil  i 

er,  and  the  engine     ^J^::^- ^^'C'^C-V  T  Q 
known  as  the  "  Gen-     iii^r\ '\   ^  '  ^i.J  ^    '"'| '  ^ 
eral    CTlover  "    was     ;J    '  '        '  _ ' '  »  x  '  ^  -  1-  V 
purchased.      The    -rr^— -    --^    -  ---^^^ 
General  Glover  Fire  -  . 

Association  was   or-  church  of  our  lady,  star  of  the  sea, 

ganized  upon  its  reception. 

On  iIr-  iTith of  October,  ih.c  Waterside  Cemetery  was 
con<ecr;Uc(l  witli  a})].>rnpriate  exercises,  consisting  of 
prayer,  singing,   and  an  address  by  the  Rev.  Deiija- 
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mill  R.  Allen,  pastor  of  the  North  Congregational 
Church. 

On  the  29tli  of  the  same  month  a  destructive  hre 
broke  out  on  State  street,-  destroying  two  buildings  and 
seriously  damaging  se\  eral  others.  The  loss  was  about 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  several  years,  the  citizens  professing  the  faith  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  had  maintained  occasional 
services  at  private  houses  and  in  various  halls  in  town, 
going  to  Salem  to  receive  the  holy  communion.  In 
1859,  ^^^c  church  Star  of  the  vSea  "  was  erected,  and 
since  that  time  services  have  been  regularly  held.  Dur- 
ing the  same  year  Washington  Lodge  of  Good  Templars 

and  the  Young 
Men's  Christian 
Association 
were  organized. 

T  he  e  a  r 
1S60  was  not 
less  eventful 
than  the  pre- 
vious year  had 
been.  On  the 
26th  of  Janu- 
ary, a  large 
building  on  Essex  street,  known  as  Bassett's  Hall,  was 
totally  destro}'ed  by  fire.  This  hall  jiad  been  erected  but 
a  short  time  before  and  was  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the 
Spiritualists  of  the  town.  The  house  of  the  "General 
Clover  Fire  Association  "  was  also  destroyed.  Another 
house  was  soon  erected  on  Pleasant  street  for  the  use  of 
the  com  pan  v,  however,  and  at  the  same  time  a  house 
was  erecU-d  on  vSlate  strcL-t  for  the  use  of  the  "  (/;crr\" 
I'lru  As>()ciaLioii." 

A  reduelioii  of  tlie  price  paid  for  labor  b\'  tlie  shoe 


bassett's  hai.l  fir?:,  i85o. 


OF  MARBLEHEAD.  347 

manufacturers  of  Ivvnn  and  ]\Iarblebeacl,  in  the  spring  of 
this  year,  resulted  in  one  of  the  greatest  strikes  ever 
known  in  either  place.  Nearly  every  man,  woman  and 
child  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  in  ]\Iarble- 
head  participated  in  the  movement,  and  there  was  a 
general  determination  not  to  submit  to  the  reduction. 
On  the  2d  day  of  ^Marcli  the  "  strikers  "  made  a  grand 
demonstration,  and  in  their  parade  about  town  they  were 
escorted  by  tlie  entire  fire  department  and  the  three  mil- 
itary companies.  Five  days  later  a  similar  demonstra- 
tion took  place  in  Lynn,  when  the  shoemakers  of 
INJarblehcad,  escorted  by  the  firemen  and  military,  visited 
that  city  and  participated  in  the  proceedings.  On  tlie 
.29th  of  ^larch,  the  women  strikers "  paraded  about 
town  and  one  of  their  number  acted  as  drummer. 
With  commendable  gallantry,  the  firemen  and  the  military 
again  tendered  their  services  as  an  escort,  and  the  affair 
passed  off  very  pleasantly  for  all  concerned.  At  length, 
after  a  strike  of  six  weeks  in  duration,  the  shoemakers 
accepted  the  terms  of  the  manufacturers,  and  returned 
to  their  labor. 

The  presidential  contest  of  this  year  was  as  exciting 
in  ^larblehead  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  country. 
The  question  of  the  extension  of  slavery  was  now 
brought  before  the  ])eople  for  decision  as  it  had  never 
been  before.  Four  candidates  for  the  presidency  were 
in  the  fiekl,  supported  by  as  many  different  parties. 
But  there  is  little  need  of  a  review  of  this  subject  here. 
The  result  is  well  known,  and  another  chapter  will  treat 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  men  of  ]\Iarbleliead  in  the  civil 
war  which  followed. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Of  all  the  years  in  which  tlie  people  of  ]\Iarblehead 
were  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  that  of  1807  seems  to  have 
been  the  period  of  greatest  activity.  Ninety-eight  ves- 
sels of  over  fifty  tons  burden,  and  eighteen  under  that 
tonnao-e  sailed  to  the  Banks  durinsj  the  fishino-  season 
of  that  year.  Then,  for  years,  there  was  a  gradual 
decrease,  at  times  the  number  of  larger  vessels  not  reach- 
ing- sixty,  with  a  corresponding  falling  in  that  of  the 
smaller  schooners.  At  no  time  previous  to  1839  did 
the  number  reach  seventy.  In  tliat  year  there  v/as  a 
sudden  increase  to  ninet}'-five  of  over  fifty  tons,  while 
there  were  onlv  three  under  that  tonnage.  But  the  in- 
crease  was  not  sustained.  Gradually,  but  constantly, 
tlie  number  declined  until,  in  1879  ^  solitary  vessel  was 
the  only  representative  of  the  great  industry  in  which, 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  a  vast  majority  of  the  men 
of  ]Marl)lehead  had  gained  a  livelihood.  For  nearh' 
tvrenty  years  not  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  Bank  fisheries 
has  sailed  from  this  port. 

Various  reasons  are  given  for  this  abandonment  of 
the  fisheries.  The  increased  expense  and  diminution 
of  profits  to  owners,  in  consequence  of  modern  methods  ; 
the  absorption  of  the  business  by  a  neighboring  port ; 
the  greater  safety  and  more  remuneratix'e  em]^]()>'ment 
{■altered  In  youi!^  men  in  tlie  less  ha/ardon<  callin^L''  of 
manutaelining,  —  are  each,  and  all  good  and  surficient 
premises  upon  which  to  l)ase  sound  conclusions. 
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No  one  regrets  the  passing  away  of  the  industry. 
There  was  much  to  contemplate  with  pleasure  in  the 
preparations  made  for  departure :  the  calking  of  the 
vessels  ;  the  hliing  of  the  water  casks  at  the  pumps 
about  town  ;  the  merr\'  songs  of  the  fishermen  at  their 
work  as  they  hove  anchor,"  and  the  trips  to  Boston 
for  salt  in  which  friends  were  invited  to  join. 

The  harbor  presented  a  scene  of  animation  and  ac- 
tivity in  those  days.  It  was  the  custom  for  jMarblehead 
men  to  hail  vessels  passing  in  a  fog,  at  night,  or  in 


the  distance  within  hearing,  with  the  cry  of  "  Bod- 
go  !!  "  If  the  reply  came  back,  "  IMolly  Waldo  ! ! !  "  it 
was  known  that  the  vessel  hailed  was  a  Marblehead 
fishing-schooner.  This  hail,  often  given  on  the  Banks 
for  the  purpose  of  identification,  not  infrequently  rever- 
berated from  one  end  of  the  harbor  to  the  other  while 
the  vessels  were  getting  ready  for  sea. 

But  there  were  always  those  wlio  could  find  no  pleas- 
ure in  these  incidents.  The  wives,  and  mothers,  and 
sisters,  who  knitted  the  socks  and  mittens,  washed 
and  mended  the  sea  clothes  and  made  ready  the  chests 
and  canvas  bag^,  in  which  were  often  stored  unsuspected 
"'goodies''  in  the  sha]>L-  of  ca]-:e  and  hard  ginger- 
bread—  these  Were  the  ones  whuse  (|ui\-eiing  lip^  and 
tearful  e)  es  oft  told  the  dread  in  their  hearts  more  i)lainly 
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than  words.  And  when  that  which  they  dreaded  was 
realized  !  When  returning  vessels  brought  no  tidings  of 
their  loved  ones  ;  when  days  lengthened  into  weeks, 
and  men  shook  their  heads  and  spoke  in  whispers 
of  the  vessel  overdue ;  and  then  when  hope  was 
abandoned,  save  by  those  who  were  nearest  and  dearest, 
the  tenderness  with  which  some  friend  wouJd  break 
the  sad  intelligence  that  ^'  the  owners  had  given  up  tlie 
vessel  as  lost;''  the  sad  processions  of  relatives  and 
friends  to  the  churches  —  the  women  and  even  children 
of  tender  years  dressed  in  the  sombre  hues  of  deepest 
mourning  —  where  tlie  prayers  of  the  congregation  were 
asked  that  ''their  loss  might  be  sanctified  unto  them 
for  their  spiritual  and  everlasting  good,"  —  all  this  is 
indelibly  impressed  upon  the  memory  of  those  who 
were  living  in  ^larblehead  in  tlie  fishing  days. 

Hope  never  Vv'as  entirely  abandoned  by  many  of  the 
won"icn  who  were  widowed,  or  who  lost  sons  in  tliis  way. 
They  donned  the  garb  of  mourning  in  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  tlieir  neighbors,  but  even  while  their  hearts 
were  breaking  with  anxiet\  and  apprehension,  there  was 
at  .least  one  gleam  of  hope  in  the  darkness  and  despair 
that  after  all  they  may  have  been  saved  ;  that  some  for- 
eign-bound sliip  nuay  have  picked  them  up  ;  that  some- 
how, somewhere,  they  would  be  heard  from  again  and 
seen  in  the  flesh  alive  and  well. 

And  this  liope,  slight  though  it  was,  continued  many 
years,  enabling  those  who  felt  it,  the  more  bravely  to 
face  adversity  and  to  care  for  their  fatherless  chil- 
dren. 

How  well  these  women  cared  for  their  children,  often 
miassisted,  dependent  solel\'  upon  their  own  stout  hearts 
and  willin;^  IhukIs,  lei  tlie  liuiidreds  of  wortlu'  residents 
(A  ^larijieluad  who  luwe  l.;e(.n  brought  to  \irLuous  man- 
hood and  Vv-fuuuilioud  bv  the  ministrations  of  widowed 
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mothers,  testify  as  they  liave  ever  done  in  their  lives  and 
characters. 

One  who  knew  whereof  he  spoke,  always  claimed  that 
a  trip  to  the  "  Banks  "  was  worth  experiencing  for  the 
great  joy  of  returning.  And  what  joy  that  was  to  all, 
sailors  and  townspeople  alike. 

"  There's  a  vessel  coming  'round  the  point  I  !  "    "  A 
fisherman  is  coming  in  1  "   These  cheery  words  repeated 
along  the  streets  caused  a  rush  of 
^-  men,  women   and    children   to  th.e 

- .  -v^s    \        wliarves,   the    headlands,    and  the 
\  ■      house-tops.     Kvery   house    had  its 
^-  : .        "  scuttle,"  an  opening   in  the  roof, 
closed  by  a  door  when  not  in  use. 
■     '        Tlie  scuttle  was  convenient  for  vari- 
•  t^^"-''-'  ^^^^  purposes,  especially  in  case  of 

^  fire,  and  when  the  roof  or  chimney 
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needed  mending,  but  was  more  ire- 
quciitly  brought  into  service  when  a  view  of  tlie  harbor 
or  the  bay  was  desired. 

On  davs  v/hen  the  arrival  of  a  \-essel  was  announced 
the  roofs  of  houses  on  the  hills  near  th.e  shore,  or  along 
the  harbor  front,  presented  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  witnessed  it.  vScores  of  men  with  glasses 
of  all  sizes  and  descriptions  at  their  eyes,  from  the 
ordinary  small  spy-glass  to  tlie  telescope  and  field-glass, 
could  be  seen  looking  expectantly  into  the  offing,  and 
occasionally  exchanging  opinions  as  to  the  name  of  the 
approaching  vessel,  from  the  cut  of  her  sails  or  other 
peculiarities  about  the  rigging. 

Then  when  the  "  Point  o'  Neck  "  was  rounded  and 
the  \'esseb  often  loaded  to  the  'yL^nimels "  witli  a  giiixl 
fare  of  iisii,  sailed  iiit!>  ihe  h:ii;'i'i',  Ikt  reCejUiun  was 
like  that  oi  a  con(|ueriiig  here.  Men  and  boys  in  dories 
and  small  boats  crowded  around  her  and  impeded  her 
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passage,  all  anxious  to  be  first  to  leap  upon  the  deck  and 
grasp  the  hands  of  the  sturdy  toilers  of  the  sea.  There 
were  inquiries  regarding  the  "  fare of  the  success 
attending  other  vessels  on  the  Banks,  and  of  friends  and 
relatives  remainin(r  on  the  fisliincr  o-rounds. 

The  distribution  of  the  "  garney  "  was  an  event  always 
•awakening  pleasant  anticipations  among  friends  on 
shore.  "  Garney "  v/as  a  word  evidenth'  coined  from 
garner,"  tlie  definition  of  which  is  "  to  gather  for 
preservation,''  and  applied  to  the  tongues  and  sounds 
taken  from  the  fish,  tlie  halibut's  fins,  smoked  halibut, 
hagdons,  scaljos'  and  sea  crackers,  of  which  every  fisher- 
man had  a  share.  These  vrere  delicacies  grateful  to  the 
palate,  which  were  presented  to  relatives  and  friends. 

He  who  has  not  tasted  genuine  Grand  Bank  smoked 
halibut,  cured  on  the  vessel,  and  hagdon,  a  sea  fovd, 
strong  in  its  odor,  but  sweet  and  toothsome  to  the  taste, 
can  never  boast  of  his  knowledge  of  epicurean  dishes. 

The  first  fair  weather  after  reaching  port  was  utilized 
•by  the  fishermen  for  washing  out.  The  schooner  was 
brought  as  near  the  shore  as  possible,  and  a  "  pound  "  —  a 
square  box-like  structure  composed  of  joist  placed  sev- 
eral inches  apart  on  the  sides  and  bottom  so  as  to  allow 
the  water  free  access, — was  lashed  to  the  sides.  Into 
this  receptacle  the  fish,  which  had  been  salted  and 
packed  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  were  first  pitched  by 
those  on  1)oard.  Two  members  of  the  crew,  sometimes 
more,  shod  in  k\ather  boots  reaching  to  the  knees,  and 
with  hca\-y  woolen  mittens  on  their  hands,  stood  in  the 
pound  and  washed  the  salt  from  the  fish. 

The  pound  was  more  commonh'  used  when  the  wash- 
ing-c^ut  was  done  near  Fort  Sewall  wliere  the  shore  wa> 
r«'i'k\-,  AU']  tile  iiu-n  couM  noi  ea^il\-  siand  in'  tlK'  waiter 
un  iIk-  Ikmcu  to  do  the  work.     At  Secuiul  and  Red-^l^nie 
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Coves,  however,  the  fish  were  pitched  from  the  vessels 
into  dories  and  taken  to  the  beach,  where  the  men  stood 
in  the  water  and  performed  the  work  of  washing-  ont  the 
salt.  After  being  washed  the  fish  were  placed  in  wagons 
on  shore  and  carted  to  the  fish  fences,  where  they  were 
cured. 

The  fish  fences  —  "flakes,"  as  they  were  sometimes 
called  —  covered  every  available  hill  and  headland  on  the 
mainland  and  a  portion  of  the  harbor  side  of  tlie  Neck 
in  the  days  when  the  fishing  industry  was  at  the  height 
of  its  prosperity.    These  fences  consisted  of  large  v»^ood- 


en  frames  covered  with  long,  narrow  strips  of  wood 
resting  upon  posts  a  few  feet  from  the  ground.  In  later 
years  the  fences  were  so  arranged  that  they  could  be 
tilted  so  as  to  take  the  snn  in  any  part  of  the  day. 

The  work  of  curing  or  "making"  fish,  as  it  was 
called,  required  some  skill  and  constant  attention.  After 
the  fish  had  been  spread  out  on  the  fences,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  turn  them  o\"er  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  dr\- 
them  in  tlie  ncccs>;ir\-  degree  of  ]uir(lue>s.  Thi^; 
was  iisu:ill\'  done  1)\'  men  hired  iov  the  juirpc);  c  und^-i 
tlie  snpeiA'ision  of  the  owners.    As  some  of  the  fish  were 
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intended  for  export  to  Bilbao  and  Jamaica,  it  was  nec-  _  \ 

essary  to  dry  them  very  hard,  it  being  a  long-  voyage  to  ' 

one  port,  and  the  other  being  in  a  warm  climate.  They 

were  then  packed  for  shipment  in  drnms  and  hogsheads 

made  by  the  local  coopers.    When     dnn  fish "  were 

desired,  that  is  of  a  dark  color  partaking  of  brown  and 

black,  they  were  laid  in  a  pile  in  the  warehonses  and 

covered  with  gnnny-bags.    In  two  or  three  months  they 

were  opened  and  then  piled  in  again  in  a  compact  mass  for 

two  or  three  months  longer,  when  they  were  fit  for  use. 

Vessels  which  had  been  on  what  was  called  the 
"spring  fare"  arrived  home  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  ]\Iay,  and  as  their  fish  were  not  so  heavily 
salted  and  were  cured  early  in  the  season,  they  were 
considered  of  a  better  quality  and  brought  a  better  price. 
The  fall  fish  also  brought  a  better  j)rice  than  those 
caught  in  the  summer. 

Eleven  or  twelve  hundred  quintals  were  considered  a 
good  fare,  while  when  a  vessel  had  "  wet  her  salt,"  that 
is,  used  it  all  up  in  packing,  and  came  in  loaded  almost 
to  the  rails,  setting  deep  in  the  water  and  having  on 
board-  fourteen  hundred  quintals  or  more  of  fish,  she  was  . 
considered  as  exceptionally  fortunate.  Luck  seemed  to 
favor  some  skippers  and  they  almost  invariably  brought 
in  good  fares,  while  others  who  worked  just  as  hard 
while  on  the  Banks  did  not  have  the  knack  of  striking 
the  right  berths  and  so  brought  in  only  a  moderate  catch. 

After  the  work  of  curing  was  completed,  the  fish  were 
stored  in  warehouses  of  which  there  were  many  about 
the  shore  and,  as  a  rule,  were  readily  sold  to  mercliants 
from  Boston  and  elsewhere,  who  often  bought  the  entire 
fare.  At  tiuK-s,  however,  the  sales  were  slow,  and  tlien  it 
was  iiccc>s:n"\-  to  <]]\y)  thi-m  to  foreign  ports  for  a  markc't. 

W'hvn  on  slioic  during  the  winter,  nian\-  of  the  sea- 
faring men  of  !\hirl ileliead  were  in  the  ha])it  of  spending 
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much  of  their  time  in  the  sail  lofts  and  stores  about 
town,  spinning  yarns,  playing  cards,  or  discussing  the 
news  of  the  day.  The  wharves,  too,  furnislied  places 
of  diversion  for  many  who  liked  to  indulge  in  the 
practice  of  pitching  coppers,  and,  when  the  weather 
permitted,  scores  of  persons  could  be  seen  engaged  in 
this  pastime. 


INTEKIilR  OF  GKAMiS'  SAIL  LOrT. 


There  were  those,  however,  who  had  no  taste  for 
pleasures  so  nearly  allied  to  gambling  as  those  in  which 
their  -mates  employed  their  leisure,  and  tliese,  by  far 
the  great  majority  of  the  fishermen,  were  accustomed  to 
walk  slowly  "  fore  and  aft  "  along  the  wharves,  or  on 
the  streets,  engaged  in  conversation,  or  debating  some 
question  of  public  interest.  This  custom,  which  came 
down  from  the  fathers,  continued  many  years,  and  had 
its  origin,  doubtless,  in  the  fact  that,  for  exercise  in 
walking  when  at  sea,  the  men  were  confined  to  the 
narrow  limits  of  their  vessels,  and  so  paced  slowly 
forward  and  backward  on  the  decks,  or  "  fore  and  aft  " 
as  the)-  dcfiiK-d  il  in  nautical  lerni:^.  At  all  LA'ents  the 
fore  and  all walks  on  shore  wure  not  much,  if  au\", 
lono'cr  than  the  deck  of  a  L'^ood-sized  fishini'-  schooner. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

TiiK  end  of  the  year  i860  closed  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  g-reat  industrial  development  in  the  liistory 
of  ]\Iarblehead.  For  a  period  of  fift}'  years  previous  to 
the  year  1835,  not  a  street  or  road  was  laid  out  in 
the  town.  Nearly  every  street  was  overcrowded  with 
houses,  and  there  were  few  vacant  lots  to  be  obtained 
in  the  settled  portion  of  the  township,  that  were  consid- 
ered available  for  building  purposes.  A  general  apathy 
seemed  to  have  settled  over  the  entire  community. 
Tliose  who  owned  land  would  not  sell  it  for  business 
.  enterprises  or  other  purposes,  and,  as  ^  ■ 

a  natural  consequence,  there  came  to  - 
be  little  or  no  demand   for   it.    In      ^ \'  J  ^-'-^^^^X-ry 
1S35,  a  new  order  of  things  was  in- 
augurated.    During  that  year,  through    <  '   ',-  ■     v  >.---.^ 
the  persistent  efforts  of  ^Ir.  Adoniram    '  v  •  "^i 

C.  Orne,  a  road  was  laid  out  bv  the  i  ' 
county    commissioners,    which    may  r  T 

properly  be  called  an  extension  of  a.  c.  okne. 
Pleasant  street.  This  road  began  at  a  point  near  the 
corner  of  vSpring  street,  and  extended  through  a  held 
known  as  the  "  tan  \'ard,''  in  which  the  "  Brick  Pond 
was  situMtcd,  into  Washington  street.  This  was  a  great 
improw-iiKTit,  :is  ]irc\-i(ais  to  tluU  time  Pleasant  strvfi 
opened  inti»  Washington  street  tln'ough  what  is  now 
known  as  I vs.se x  street. 
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With  the  opening-  of  the  railroad  to  Salem,  in  1839, 
an  impetus  was  given  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  town,  and  an  era  of  prosperity  began.  One  of  the 
first  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  presented  by 
this  ready  means  of  transportation  by  rail,  was  i\Ir. 
Joseph  R.  Bassett,  an  energetic  and  enterprising  young- 
man  who  had  established  himself  in  the  sh6e  business  a 
few  years  before.  As  his  business  increased  he  built 
a  factory  near  the  depot,  and  began  to  devise  measures 
for  the  improvement  of  the  town.  But  in  those  days 
the  people  of  IMarblehead  were  not  easily  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  improvement,  and  Mr.  Bassett'  was 
obliged  to  contend  with  the  stubborn  opposition  and 
blind  conservatism  of  his  fellow  citizens.  For  years  a 
twine  factory  or  roj)ewalk  had  been  situated  in  a  field 
fronting  on  Washington  street,  and  a 
\  few  feet  back  of  this  building  there 
t  was  a  tan  yard  and  a  cordage  factory. 
The  only  access  to  these  buildings, 
)/  until  another  way  was  opened  by  the 

\  extension  of  Pleasant  street,  was  by 

■  y'^y  A       -      means  of  a  narrow  foot-path  which  led 
'     ii.        from  Washino;ton  street  to  a  g-ate  at 
the    entrance    to    the    pastures  on 
JOS.  R.  BASSETT.       "  Rccd's  Hill."    Thc  fu'st  venture  of 
'  the  enterprising  shoe  manufacturer  was  to  purchase  the 
field  in  which  the  ropewalk  stood,  and  in  a  sliort  time 
the  foot-path   was   transformed   into   the   street  now 
known  as  School  street.    The  town  refused  to  sanction 
his  action,  and  would  not  accept  the  street  after  it  was 
finished.    He  was  not  to  ];e  discouraged,  however,  and 
a  short  time  after  purcliascd  tlie     Sewall  Lot,"  through 
which  a  street  was  ]:iid  out  ii om  the  Cornish  and  ]\\-ans 
estate  to  a  point  on     Reechs  Hill."    This  street  was 
accepted  b\-  the  town   in   1844,  and  has  since  been 
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known  as  "  Sewall  street"  ''Spring  street"  was  laid 
out  during  the  following  year,  and  was  so  named  from 
•a  stream  of  pure  water  on  the  premises.  j\Ir.  Bassett's 
next  movement  was  to  lay  out  and  build  four  streets 
over  Reed's  Hill,  and  in  that  vicinity. 

The  question  which  now  perplexed  the  people  was, 
how  could  the  house-lots  on  all  these  streets  be  sold, 
and  by  whom  would  they  be  purchased.  The  problem 
was  soon  solved.  On  every  street  that  he  had  laid  out 
jMr.  Bassett  began  to  build  neat  and  comfortable  cot- 
tao^es, .  aofreeincv  to  furnish  those  of  his  workmen  who 
purchased  them  with  constant  employment,  and  to 
deduct  a  certain  proportion  from  their  earnings  every 
week,  until  the  houses  and  lots  were  paid  for.  This 
proposition  was  readil)-  accepted  by  many  of  his  work- 
men ;  and  in  a  few  years  the  entire  section  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  new  streets  was  covered  with  houses. 

Though  actively  engaged  in  enterprises  which  were 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  a  public  nature,  Mr.  Bassett 
did  not  neo-lect  his  own  business.  With  the  keen 
foresight  of  a  shrewd  business  man,  he  made  use  of 
every  new  invention  as  it  appeared,  and  the  effect  was 
soon  apparent  in  the  increasing  proportions  of  his 
business.  In  1S44  he  introduced  the  first  sewing-ma- 
chine ever  used  in  the  town.  It  was  used  for  stitchino' 
uppers,  IMiss  Hannah  Johnson,  a  young  woman  at  work 
in  his  factory,  being  the  first  operator.  Previous  to  this 
time,  all  the  shoes  manufactured  in  town  had  been  made 
entirely  by  hand.  With  the  introduction  of  the  sewing- 
machine  other  possibilities  were  suggested  and  the  idea 
was  conceived  of  using  it  for  binding  shoes  as  well  as 
stitching  iIk'HK  The  work  was  at  first  perfc>rnR-(l  b\' 
stiuhiiig  tile  l^iiuliiig  on  ci:^  .-.iik'  of  the  u])jvjr  with  llic 
macliine,  and  then  lurnirig  it  o\er  and  sewing  it  ilown 
on   the  utliei  .side   b\'    hand.    This   was   not   a  \-er\- 
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satisfactory  method,  however,  and  finally  Air.  Bassett 
succeeded  in  inventing  a  "  binding  attachment  "  for  the 
machine.  The  "  binder,"  as  it  was  called,  was  made 
from  an  old  pewter  spoon  which  had  beeii  filed  and  bent 
into  the  requisite  shape.  But  it  performed  its  w^ork 
well,  and  was  as  successful  as  if  made  from  some  more 
pretentious  material. 

During  the  year  1847,  ^^i'-  Bassett  erected  a  steam 
sawmill  on  the  shore  in  the  section  known  as  the  ship- 
yard. This  was  for  the  manufacture  of  wooden  shoe 
boxes  ;  but  it  had  an  effect  little  dreamed  of,  even  by  its 
sanguine  projector.  The  necessity  of  a  good  road  to 
the  mill  sug-o-ested  the  laving-  out  of  streets  and  the 
founding  of  a  new  settlement.  Tlie  idea  w^as  speedily 
put  in  execution.  A  large  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
was  purchased,  and  Commercial  street,  the  two  streets 
running  parallel  with  it,  and  the  cross  streets  interven- 
ing, were  laid  out.  Two  years  later,  the  street  leading 
oyer  the  liill,  known  as  "  Prospect  street,"  was  laid  out. 

The  growth  of  the  settkMuent  in  this  section  was 
hardly  less  rapid  tlian  that  of  those  near  the  depot  and 
on  Reed's  Hill."  As  before,  liouses  were  erected  and 
sold  to  workingmen  at  reasonable  prices,  and  in  a  short 
time  there  was  a  village  of  comfortable  homes  where 
once  had  been  vacant  fiekls  and  pasture  lands. 

It  is  unnecessarv  to  v/rite  of  the  larg^e  buildines  erect- 
ed  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  depot  during  these  and  the 
years  tliat  followed.  We  liavo  already,  perhaps,  devoted 
too  much  space  to  the  doings  of  one  man.  But  it  should 
be  remembered  that  to  him,  more  than  to  any  other 
person,  the  citizens  of  ALarblLliead  are  indebted  for  the 
growth  and  ir.dTi>tria!  (K'\\-]"|n.nent  of  their  connnunitw 
During  tiK' great  ]);uiic  I'i  i.^--;;  iic  was  the  onl)-  m:inu- 
facturt-r  wlio  did  not  cl<'.-c  liis  factory.  Hundreds  of 
workingmen  were  tlu'i-wn  out  of  employment,  and  in 
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their  extremity  all  looked  to  him.  He  employed  them 
all,  nearly  the  entire  laboring-  population,  and  by  his 
persistent  energy  averted  the  suffering  and  distress  that 
otherwise  must  have  been  inevitable.^ 

There  were  other  manufacturers  who  were  contem- 
poraries with  'Mr.  Bassett  during  all  these  years.  Of 
some  of  them  we  have  already  written,  and  space  will 
permit  mention  of  but  two  of  the  principal  firms.  These 
were  the  IMessrs.  William  T.  Haskell  &  Co.,  and  Joseph 
Harris  &  Sons. 

The  founders  of  both  these  firms  began  business  as 
poor  men.  It  is  said  of  ]\Ir.  Haskell  that  he  obtained 
the  money  with  which  he  established  his  business  by  a 
fortunate  rise  in  the  price  of  wood.  He  was  a  clerk  in 
his  father's  grocery  store,  and  one  day  a  coaster  with  a 
load  of  wood  arrived  in  the  harbor,  and  the  owner,  after 
vainly  endeavoring  to  sell  his  load,  turned  it  over  to 
young  Haskell,  telling  him  that  all  the  money  he  could 
obtain  for  it  over  a  certain  amount  should  be  his  own. 
Shortly  after,  there  was  a  scarcity  of  wood  in  the  market 
and  the  load  was  sold  for  a  good  price.  AVith  the  cap- 
ital thus  obtained,  the  young  man  at  once  began  the 
manufacture  of  shoes.  His  first  place  of  business  was  in 
a  building  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  vState  streets.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  a  building  on  Washington 
street,  near  the  "  Lee  ^Mansion,"  and  finally  to  a  small 
building  on  Pleasant  street,  which  was  enlarged  from 
time  to  time  as  his  business  increased.  In  this  buildincr 
he  conducted  his  business  during  the  remainder  of  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  ]Marblehead.~  i\Ir.  Haskell 
was  eminently  successful  as  a  business  man.  By  his 
energy  and  perseverance  he  built  up  an  industry  which 
ga\'e  empl(»yiiu-nt  to  huiulrcds  of  liis  fellow  citizens  and 
brought  to  him  a  rich  reward. 

^  He  had  seven  liuiivlrt.-<l  liani.U  at  work. 
-He  rem  )VeiI  liis  Inisiness  to  Lynn  in  1S61. 
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I\Ir.  Joseph  Harris,  the  founder  of  the  firm  of  Joseph 
Harris  &  Sons,  began  business  in  the  year  1841.  His 
workshop  was  an  upper  chamber  of  his  dwelling-house 
on  Harris'  court,  where  for  years  he  conducted  his 
business.  The  sons  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  whom  he  had  a 
large  family,  entered  heartil)^  and  with  the  utmost  sym- 
pathy into  all  the  plans  he  projected.  With  untiring 
industry  they  toiled,  making  all  the  shoes  manufactured 
by  their  father,  luitil,  by  rigid  econoniy  and  self-denial, 
they  laid  the  foundation  of  a  successful  business.  As 
the  business  increased,  a  large  number  of  workmen  were 
employed,  and  a  factory  was  erected  on  Pleasant  street. 
This  building  was  enlarged  from  time  to  time,  until  it 
became  one  of  the 
largest  shoe  manu- 
factories in  the 
town. 

The  shoes  manu- 
factured in.  ]Marble- 
head,  durincr  the 
period  of  which  we 
•write,  were  made 
almost  entirely  out- 
side the  factories. 
The  uppers  were 
cut  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  foreman 
in  these  buildings  ;  but  this  was  al)0ut  the  only  portion 
of  the  work  performed  there.  The  shoes  were  generally 
given  out  in  sets  of  thirty-six  and  seventy-two  pairs 
each,  to  be  stitched  and  bound  by  the  deft  hands 
and  nimble  fin<^ers  of  the  young  women.  The  homes 
in  the  old  town  ^^•cre  liiw'S  <  )f  iiidu  >tr\- in  those 
da\-s  :ind  ])re.-eii lo(1  a  most  cheerful  appearance.  Ha\"ing 
first  ])erformed   their  regular  daily  duties  as  beseemed 
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good  housekeepers,  the  mother  and  her  daughters 
were  accustomed  to  sit  down  with  their  work-baskets 
and  prepare  the  uppers  which  were  to  be  made  into 
shoes  by  tlie  father  and  brothers.  In  some  instances, 
too,  the  hajDpy  laugh  and  merry  song  of  the  maiden 
proved  that  the  shoes  she  bound  were  for  the  hands  of 
some  one  dearer  than  a  brother.  These  were  excep- 
tional cases,  however,  for  generally,  when  prepared,  the 
uppers  vs'cre  carried  to  the  factory,  whence  they  found 
their  way  in  company  with  soles  and  thread  and  lasts 
into  the  small  shops  with  which  the  town  abounded. 
Once  there,  the  various  parts  began  to  assume  shape. 
The  soles  were  wet  and  "skived"  and  "rounded 
on";  —  they  had  no  patterns  then;  —  the  "  stiffenings  " 
were  wet  and  "  skived  "  and  pasted,  in  ;  the  upper  was 
lasted  to  the  soles  and  sewed  ;  the  shoe  was  dried  and 
turned  and  beat  out ;  the  edges  were  properly  blacked 
and  "slicked;"  the  bottoms  were  scraped  and  sand- 
papered and  chalked  ;  the  sole  linings  were  pasted  in  ; 
the  sjioes  wcvc  strung  into  pairs,  and  the  set  was 
fmishcd.  This  work  was  all  performed  by  one  man,  but 
it  took  several  days,  perhaps  a  week,  to  do  it.  The 
shoes  were  tlien  neatly  packed  in  a  basket  and  returned 
to  the  factory,  when  the  work,  if  satisfactory,  was  paid 
for  and  another  lot  was  griven. 

.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  the  reader  that  the  little  shops 
with  their  groups  of  six  or  eight  workmen  were  educa- 
tional institutions?  Perhaps  not;  but  they  were,  never- 
theless, and  their  influence  was  hardly  less  apparent  than 
that  of  the  public  schools.  The  shoemakers  of  !\Iarble- 
head  Vs-cve  generally  men  of  very  limited  education  ;  yet 
tlKA'  were  men  ijf  sound  judgment  and  were  well  in- 
f''!"inr<l  iip-ni  all  llie  gi'eat  I'olitical  question--  of  the  r,A\'. 
Thi>  was  \\\)]u  liieir  cuustant  ])raclice  of  ha\-ing  the 
new>pa})ei"s  read  to  them  while  at  their  work.  vSome- 
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times  the  editorials  and  speeches  provoked  a  partisan 
discussion  when  both  sides  of  the  question  at  issue  were 
ably  argued.  Nor  were  the  newspapers  the  only  sources 
of  information  of  which  they  availed  themselves.  Books 
of  history,  biography  and  travel  found  their  v/ay  into 
the  shops  occasionally  and  were  read  to  willing  auditors, 
perchance  by  some  schoolboy,  delighted  at  the  promi- 
nence \yhich  the  opportunity  gave  him. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  sewing-machine  the 
division  of  labor  and  the  factory  system  began.  This 
has  had  the  effect  to  abolish  nearly  all  outside  labor.  It 
was  very  gradual  in  its  growth,  beginning  first  with 
having  a  certain  proportion  of  the  uppers  stitched  or 
bound  in  the  factory.  Then,  in  1859,  came  the  McKay 
sewinof-machine,  introduced  bv  ]\Ir.  Bassett  for  sewinor 
Uppers  to  the  soles.  Compo  work  began  at  about  the 
same  time  ;  but  as  only  the  first  of  these  innovations  had 
made  very  great  progress  in  the  town  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  i860,  let  us  leave  the  new  system  to  a  later  period 
for  consideration. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

The  inodern  fisherman,  ho\ve\'er  hazardous  his  calling, 
can  hardly  realize  the  deprivation  and  inconvenience 
attendino-  the  Bank  fisheries  in  former  vears.  The 
schooner  of  to-day  is  as  snperior  in  all  its  appointments 
to  that  in  which  onr  fathers  sailed  as  are  the  ocean 
steamships  to  the  boats  of  the  mackerel  fleet  that  line 
the  shore.  The  vessels  were  somewhat  clumsy  in  ap- 
pearance, especially  when  compared  with  the  beautifnl 
lines  of  the  Burgess  model.  They  were  very  high  and 
bluff  in  the  bow,  while  . 
the  stern  was  high, 
made  so  l^y  a  half- 
deck  which  was  built  •; 
forward  far  enough  to 
take  in  the  mainmast.  / 
Three  sails  only  were  / 
carried,  the   jib,  fore-  -  ^ 

sail  and  mainsail.    No      "7.:;  .  ".T      '  _ 

staysail  was  carried. 
There  was  a  topmast, 

but  it  was  never  used  an  old  gkand-ban^er. 

for  carrying  sail.  The  vessels  averaged  from  sixty- 
eight  to  ninety-eight  tons  burden,  and  were  built  more 
for  safety  tlian  for  speed,  so  that  as  a  rule  they  were 
good  Sea  Imx'iIs,  ])ut  not  ver\-  fast  sailers. 

Tile  ink'nor  arrangement  of  tlicse  vessels  was  as 
ciud.e  a^  tile  exierior  was  unl(n"el\"  to  the  eye.  A  knge 
brick  fire]^laee  occujjied  the  after  part  of  the  forecastle, 
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and  in  a  large  iron  pot,  suspended  by  a  crane  over  a  fire 
of  wood,  the  food  of  the  crew  was  cooked.  It  did  "not 
require  much  experience  in  the  culinary  art  to  pre- 
pare the  meals  of  the  seven  or  eight  men  who  made  up 
a  crew.  Tv/ice  a  year,  in  the  spring  and  in  the  autumn, 
they  made  their  trips  to  the  Banks,  remaining  from 
three  to  four  months  each  trip  and  subsistin.g  principally 
upon  fish,  wliicli  at  nearly  every  meal  formed  the  chief 
article  of  diet.  Kach  man,  except  the  skipper,  took  his 
turn  as  cook  during  the  voyage,  and  as  a  result  the  dif- 
ference in  the  quality  of  the  cooking  varied  the  monot- 
ony of  life  from  day  to  day. 

They  were  not  much  troubled  about  table  etiquette, 
those  robust  and  hearty  fishermen  of  long  ago.  When 
a  meal  was  read)'  to  serve,  the  large  iron  pot  was  taken 
from  its  place  over  the  fire,  and  placed  on  the  floor  in 
the  center  of  the  forecastle.  The  food  was  then  dipped 
out  into  a  large  tin  pan,  and  this  was  placed  on  the  pot. 
^  %^  Around  the  pan  the  crew  gathered 

/  ^  each  lielping  himself,  and  eating  di- 

,  ;i. ■ "  rectly  from  the   pan.  Occasionally, 

• m'-'v  :  when  the   "mess"  happened   to  be 

chowder  or  stewed  beans,  the  more 
"  .  fastidious  among  them  dipped  out  a 

,  \  ;:  "I  portion  in  a  mug,  but  as  a  rule  all 
'  hands  were  content  with  the  facilities 
SKIPPER  THOS.  J.  n-ACH.  provldcd  by  the  single  pan. 

There  were  few  rules  to  be  observed,  but  one  was  in- 
flexible. Every  man  was  expected  to  eat  with  a  fork  or 
a  spoon,  and  putting  the  hands  or  fiugers  in  the  pan  was 
strictly  forbidden. 

An  old  ?\Iar])lehead  skij^per,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Peach, 
who  saile<l  to  ihu  Ikmks  for  nit}'  >'^ars,  makiiiL;  ei,i;hl\'- 
five  \"oya_L;es,  ga\'e  tlie  folk»\\  ing  as  ilio  menu  for  tlie 
several  davs  in  llie  week. 
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Sunday  —  Breakfast,  fat-cakes,  chocolate  and  baked 
halibut  ;  dinner,  stewed  beans  with  tea  ;  supper,  baked 
halibut  with  tea  and  crackers. 

Monday  —  Breakfast,  baked  halibut  ;  dinner,  baked 
halibut  ;  supper,  baked  halibut  with  tea  and  crackers. 

Tuesday  — Tlie  same  as  on  IMonday. 

Wednesday  —  Breakfast,  muddled  tongues;,  dinner, 
baked  halibut  ;  supper,  baked  halibut. 

Thursday  —  Breakfast,  baked  halibut ;  dinner,  corned 
beefj  flour  pudding  with  molasses  sauce,  and  baked 
potatoes  ;  supper,  cold  corned  beef,  potatoes  and  tea. 

Friday — Breakfast,  baked  halibut;  dinner,  haddock 
chowder ;  supper,  baked  halibut. 

Saturday  • —  Breakfast,  baked  halibut ;  dinner,  corned 
fish  and  potatoes  ;  supper,  minced  fish,  a  "  stir  "  pudding 
and  rice  chocolate. 

A  system  of  perfect  equality  prevailed  on  board  the 
the  vessels.  No  one  received  wages. ^  Each  man  was 
entitled  to  a  share  in  the  profits  of  the  voyage,  and  all 
were  equally  interested  in  obtaining  as  large  a  "fare" 
as  possible.  Three-eighths  of  the  profits,  after  deducting 
thq  expenses  of  the  "  great  general  "  went  to  the  owners 
of  the  vessel. 

The  "  great  general  "  consisted  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  hogsheads  of  salt,  used  in  packing  the  fish  ; 
twelve  barrels  of  mackerel  used  for  bait ;  twenty-eight 
pounds  of  candles  and  ten  tons  of  ballast  to  be  used  in 
case  the  vessel  shipped  a  sea  and  the  salt  became  wet. 
The  crew  sliared,  beside,  in  the  expenses  of  the  "small 
general,"  of  which  there  were  three  and  one-half  cords  of 
wood,  one  barrel  of  flour,  two  barrels  of  pork,  one-half 
barrel  of  ])cef,  six  busliels  of  potatoes,  ten  })()unds  of  tea, 
t\wnly-li\-c  p^)Uiuls  of  rice,  and  L-i;^!itccn  ])oniuls  of  clmc- 

'  i  lns  was  tnic  unlil  the  very  Litest  years  .jf  the  fishing  imlustry,  when  at 
times  some  iiie!n''eis  uf  the  crew  were  hired. 
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olate.  In  addition  each  man  carried  on  his  own  acconnt 
one  hundred  and  t\vent)'-five  pounds  of  hard  bread,  twen- 
ty-one pounds  of  sugar,  from  two  to  three  gallons  of 
molasses,  and  the  hooks  and  lines  necessary  for  his  share 
of  the  work.  The  fishing  was  done  from  the  vessel. 
Dory  and  trawl  fishing  had  not  then  been  adopted  by 
the  Yankee  fishermen,  and  were  confined  exclusively 
to  the  Frenchmen  who  almost  swarmed  the  Banks. 

Each  man  had  his  own  station  when  at  the  lines. 
The  "  fore-windlass  boy,"  as  his  title  would  imply,  fished 
on  the  forvrard  side  of  the  windlass.  The  "after-berth  " 
man  stood  on  the  ''aft  .side"  of  the  companion;  the 
"  waist  boy  "  was  in  the  waist,  while  the  rest  of  the 


ON  THE  GRAND  BANKS.     FROM  A  SKETCH  BY  JOSEPH  H.  BESSO.M. 

crew  were  around  the  rail.  The  fish  v/ere  hauled  in 
on  deck,  beheaded,  split,  packed  in  the  hold  and  covered 
with  .salt. 

When  the  vessel  was  loaded,  or  as  the  fishermen 
expressed  it,  ''the  salt  was  VN'ct,"  —  sometimes  before,  if 
fish  were  scarce,  —  sail  was  set  for  the  homeward  run. 
The  fish  were  counted  by  the  thousand,^  a  good  fare 
avera2:inQ;  from  tvs'entv  thousand  to  twentv-fi\'e  thousand. 
There  were  times  wlien  an  abundance  of  fish  on  {he 
Ikiuks  enabl^'d  a  furtunalu  sch(u)n'v-r  Lo  l^riuj.^-  h.onic  tliirty 

^  In  liiL'.r  in  a  jafVUiUn  ch.iplcr,  the  calch  was  woi^hc'l  ani,i 

sol<i  i>y  the  ([iiiutal 
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thousand,  but  not  often.  Tlien,  when  the  fare  had  been 
cured,  and  a  purchaser  had  been  found,  the  fishermen 
reaped  the  monetar}'  reward  of  their  labor.  But  it  was 
not  great.  Fortunate  indeed  were  they  when  the  total 
receipts  for  the  two  trips  averaged  three  hmidred  dollars  a 
man  ;  oftener  it  was  not  more  than  two  hundred  and  fift}' 
dollars.  This  amount  was  increased  to  a  slight  extent 
by  a  bounty  of  four  dollars  a  ton  paid  by  the  government 
to  all  vessels  that  remained  four  months  on  the  fishing- 
grounds,  and  whicli  was  divided  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  fish  caught ;  three-eighths  going  to  the  owners, 
and  the  remaining  five-eighths  to  the  crew. 

Though  this  was  a  mere  pittance,  the  bounty  even  in 
the  case  of  the  larger  vessels  seldom  averaging  over 
thirty  dollars  to  a  man,  strenuous  exertions  Vv'ere  made 
to  secure  it  by  complying  with  the  law.  The  aggregate, 
too,  when  all  the  vessels  employed  were  considered  was 
large,  and  the  money  thus  obtained  did  a  vast  amount 
of  good  in  the  connnunity. 

In  time,  during  the  later  days  of  tlie  industry,  fishing 
from  the  vessel  vras  abandoned,  and  dory  and  trawl 
fishing  were  introduced.  Stoves  also  replaced  the  brick 
fireplaces  ;  a  table  hinged  to  the  mast  in  the  forecastle, 
so  arranged  as  to  turn  up  when  not  in  use,  and  provided 
with  strips  on  the  sides  to  prevent  pans  from  falling  off 
when  tlie  vessel  was  rolling,  was  now  used  for  serving 
meals  ;  and  life  at  sea  was  rendered  much  more  comfort- 
able in  every  way.  Kspecially  was  this  true  after  more 
modern  methods  of  cooking  were  adopted,  and  regular 
cooks  were  hired. 

This  last  innovation  was  looked  upon  with  contempt 
by  many  (>f  tlio  older  h->lK;rmen  who  declared  tliat  tlicy 
(h'l  not  v.'i'udcr  th.u  no  i:ior.L-\' could  L)e  nia'lu  in  fi^b.iu':^ 
wliLii  "the  crews  of  \-e>.-ci>  were  fed  ou  pie  and  cake." 

As  a  rule  no  work  was  done  on  vSunda\-s  ])\-  Marble- 
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head  fishermen,  if  it  could  possibly  be  avoided.  There 
were  exceptions,  of  course,  but  some  of  the  skippers 
were  religious  men  and  would  not  allow  it ;  while  others, 
though  having  no  conscientious  scruples  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  felt  that  six  days  of  hard  work  were  enough, 
and  that  the  seventh  should  be  reserved  for  rest. 

There  was  little  of  pleasure  to  relieve  the  monotony 
of  toil  .and  privation.  vSometimes,  however,  especially 
when  a  vessel  from  home  had  just  arrived  on  the  Banks, 
the  men  of  one  schooner  visited  those  of  the  other, 
"  going  board  and  board  "  as  they  called  it,  and  were 
received  with  the  open-handed  hospitality  for  which 
sailors  are  noted. 

Hardly  a  year  passed  in  the  halcyon  days  of  fishing, 
without  the  loss  of  one  or  more  vessels  owned  and 
manned  by  citizens  of  IMarblehead.  And  the  dangers, 
imminent  with  destruction  of  life  on  the  Banks,  can 
never  be  appreciated  save  by  those  who  have  exj^eri- 

enced  them.  One  veteran 
fisherman  tells  a  vivid  story 
of  the  narrow  escape  of  the 
schooner  Mary  from  being 
run  down  in  the  night  by 
a  British  frigate  of  seventy- 
four  guns.  The  ship  towered 
above  the  little  schooner  like 
a  mountain,  and  do  what  they 
would,  the  fisliermen  found 
it  impossible  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  men  on  board  the  frigate.  Brand  ends 
were  lighted  and  thrown  in  the  air  without  effect. 
Finally  a  musket  was  aimed  at  the  man  at  the  wlieel 
and  filed,  the  rc|:>ort  causing  the  frigate  to  chpugc  her 
course  slighil)-,  so  as  to  graze  the  stern  of  the  schooner 
in  passing. 
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]\Iany  vessels  were  also  lost  in  tlie  storms  which  at 
times  rao-ed  with  terrible  fiirv  on  the  Banks.  The  most 
ijiemorable,  and  that  which  undoubtedly  did  more  to 
discourage  men  from  engaging  in  the  fisheries  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  than  any  known  before 
or  since,  was  the  great  gale  of  vSeptember  19,  1846,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Scores  of  Nev/  England  vessels,  caught  in  that  gale, 
were  never  heard  of  again.  IMarblehead  alone,  had 
thirty-four  schooners  on  the  Banks,  aboard  which  were 
tw^o  hundred  and  thirty-eight  men  and  boys.  Of  these 
vessels,  ten,  with  all  their  crews,  Vvxre  lost.  One, 
which  was  disabled,  and  afterward  abandoned,  had  two 
men  washed  overboard,  making  a  total  of  sixty-five  men 
and  boys,  of  whom  forty-three  were  heads  of  families. 

One  of  the  survivors  is  Capt.  Jolm  ^  _ 

Proctor,  who  at  that  time  was  skipper  '  " 

of  the  schooner  SaUiiuel  Knio-ht.    He  ' 
stated  that  the   iSth  of  September,        v,  i'! 
the  day  before  the  gale,  was  one  of      ^  ~" 
the  most  beautiful  ever  seen  on  the 
Banks.    The  sun  was  shining  clear  in  ^       .  . 

the  sk)',  but  away  at  tlie  nortlnvard, 
there  was  a  black  bank  of  cloud,  as  if 
a  thunder-storm  was  about  to  break.     ^"^^^"'^  ^""'^ 
The  tide  was  running  strong  and  the  lines  with  which 
the  men  were  fishing  would  not  touch  bottom,  but  stood 
out  straight.    vSeeing  that  a  storm  was  about  to  break,  he 
sailed  off  the  Bank  to  the  westward,  thinking  to  get 
away  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 

During  the  day  four  or  five  vessels  came  in  sight  and 
among  tlicm  lie  rccngnized  the  AWarrior,  Sabine  and 
Trio,  all  ni  Marbi.lKMvl. 

At  lwcl\e  o'clock  that  ni'dit  a  heavy  gale  began  to 
1j1ow,  increasing  in  violence  during  the  lonely  hours  of 
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the  morning-,  nntil,  at  four  o'clock,  the  schooner  went 
adrift.  "  AVe  liove  up  anchor,  bobbed  the  jib,  and  laid 
the  vessel's  head  to  the  east.  The  wind  was  sou'-sou'- 
east,  and  we  veered  around  gradually  to  the  westward, 
thus  making  a  cross  sea.  All  through  the  day  the  wind 
blew  a  perfect  hurricane.  The  sea  was  mountainous  in 
height,  threatening  every  moment  to  crush  the  vessel 
like  an  egg-shell.  One  moment  we  were  on  the  very  top 
of  the  highest  wave,  and  the  next  would  be  daslied 
down  apparently  hundreds  of  feet,  the  sensation  being 
as  if  one  were  suddenly  thrown  from  a  precipice  into  a 
pit  of  seething,  angry  v/aters  and  there  doomed  to 
destruction.    The  sea  at  times  actually  rose  like  a  great 

rwall  before  us.    The  greater  part  of 
the  time  it  was  impossible  for  any  one 
V<^V^^  keep  on  deck.    At  length,  at  about 

v'y        four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  wore 
.     •      ^  ;      around,  succeeded  in  setting  a  three- 
\,  reefed  foresail,  and  laid  her  head  to 

,        '  ,     "     the  '  nor'ard  '  and  westward. 

'    ■  "  We  laid  in  that  way  until  about 

eight  o'clock  that  evening,  the  wind 
sKiPKER  JOHN'  u-ircER.  blowlug  stroug  and  the  sea  at  every 
moment  threatening  to  engulf  us.  All  hands  were 
sitting  on  the  platform  in  the  cabin,  thinking  what  was 
best  to  do,  and  momeuxtarilv  expecting  the  vessel  to  go 
to  pieces.  While  we  were  sitting  there  a  sea  struck  the 
vessel  on  the  quarter  and  she  went  around  on  the  other 
tack.  We  were  under  a  three-reefed  foresail  all  the 
time.  Every  timber  in  the  schooner  was  straining  and 
groaning.  The  masts  seemed  likely  at  any  moment, 
not  only  to  go  themselves,  ljul  to  wuil  the  vessel  in 
tv.Tiin.  Xu  t«'!i^iie  can  (lc>crib>c  the  :i.;joni/.ing  fear  llinl 
besel  us  all  (;iiriii^'  ijie  li*.'iir>  in  wiiR-li  wc  were  cuui- 
])elled  tu  sit  iilly  in  that  ccd)iu,  silent!)-  awaiting  v/hnt 
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seemed  inevitable  destruction.  There  was  nothing  cow- 
ardly about  it.  Every  man  was  ready  and  willing  to' 
do  his  duty.  But  there  were  wives  and  families  at 
home  dependent  upon  each  of  us,  and  the  man  who,  at 
such  a  time,  would  not  think  of  them,  would  be  less 
than  human. 

"  At  ten  o'clock  the  sea  came  over  the  vessel,  filing  her 
fore  and' aft  with  water,  and  completely  stripping  the 
masts  of  canvas.  About  an  hour  later  the  man  in 
the  companionway  on  the  lookout  saw  a  light  under 
the  lee  bow.  A  collision  seemed  imavoidable.  Both 
vessels  were  headed  directly  for  each  other.  We  were 
so  near  that  we  could  almost  touch  the  lantern  wath  a 
gaffstaff.  In  a  moment  the  sea  raised  the  other  schooner 
directly  above  our  heads.  She  seemed  about  to  crash 
dowm  upon  us.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  To  seize 
a  knife  near  at  hand,  cut  the  becket,  release  the  tiller, 
and  shove  the  helm  hard  up,  was  the  work  of  an  instant. 
This  done,  we  fell  off  quick  enough  to  clear  the  strange 
vessel.    It  was  a  narrow  escape. 

"x^ll  that  night  we  were  completely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves.  We  could  do  nothing  to  help  ourselves.  In 
the  morning  the  wind  moderated  a  little,  but  there  was 
such  a  sea  that  we  could  hardly  stand  on  deck.  We 
lay  to  the  southward  and  west  all  day  Sunday. 

"  On  ]\Ionday  the  ocean  was  filled  with  the  drift  of 
wTecks.  Barrels,  spars,  firkins,  parts  of  vessels,  even 
the  three  masts  of  a  ship  with  all  the  rio-orinfr  attached 
to  them  were  floating  about.  That  afternoon  \ve  saw 
the  quarter-deck  and  the  stern  of  the  '  ]\loses  boat  '  of 
the  schooner  'AVarrior,'  which  we  picked  up.  This  was 
a  large  boat,  soniL'V-.-hat  similar  to  tlie  long  boat  of  a 
ship,  which,  wlien  not  in  use,  was  usualh-  kcjU  en 
deck.  It  was  llie  only  boat  carried  by  xx-ssels  in  tlu.sc 
da  vs. 
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"Later  ill  the  day  we  fell  in  with  the  schooner  '  Hope.' 
She  was  a  complete  wreck.  vSkipper  Richard  Frost  of 
the  schooner  Beii  Franklin  boarded  her  and  found  her 
decks  stove  in,  and  the  crew  in  the  cabin.  They  were 
>*.^^  taken  out  and  placed  on  board  a  ship 
.^.  W^        bound  to  New  York. 

"  It  was  no  easy  matter  for  us  to  put 
''^ :       .J'y,  ■     things  in  order  even  after  the  storm 
^         >  had  abated.    We  lost  a  part  of  the 

'  (l-j  ,  .  {  /  •  bowsprit  and  the  bulwarks,  but  v/ere 

U'^  ■  much  more  fortunate  than  many 

^t'^]      /    '  others  that  we  had  nothing  to  regret. 

"sKiprER  RICHARD  FROST.  "  Evcrything  in  the  forecastle  was 
in  confusion.  Pots,  kettles,  pans,  bedding,  buckets,  cans 
and  chests  were  piled  up  on  the  floor.  The  vessel 
seemed  literally  to  have  been  turned  upside  down,  and 
she  y/as  very  nearh'.  AVe  were  unable  to  buikl  a  fire 
for  two  days,  and  lived  on  salt  pork  and  crackers.  Not 
a  very  sum])tuous  repast,  to  be  sure,  but  we  were  so 
glad  to  be  alive  to  eat  anything  that  we  had  no  com- 
plaints to  make.  After  we  became  straightened  out  a 
little  we  had  better  fare  of  course. 

"We  remained  loner  enouo-h  on  v"" V. 

the    Banks  to  wet    our   salt,  and  •jvF.?^ 
brought  home  fifteen  thousand  fish,  K 
but   my  fishing  days  ended  with  JJ, 
that  trip."  '  ' 

One    of   the  schooners  badly  ^      /  '  -i' 

damaged   and   abandoned  was  the        ■         / /.■- 
"Clinton,"    vSkipper   John    White.      -  ^ 
AccordincT   to    the    storv   told    bv  , 
Capt,  lulward  T^).  Thompson,  one  of 

the  ci'ew,  tlic  \'L's>L'l  wa.s  K'ini^-  to  und'jr  a  and  main- 
sail when  the  ,i;a]c  sprang  up.  T1il-\-  immcdiateh-  look 
in  the  mainsail  and  jib  and  made  ready  for  the  coming 
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storm.  The  gale  reached  its  height  at  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  very  midst  of  it  the 
crew  espied  a  boat  containing-  seven  men  coming  to 
board  the  vessel.  They  proved  to  be  Frenchmen  with 
their  travvls  and  a  very  good  catch  of  fish.  They  were 
taken  on  board  and  everything  possible  was  done  for 
their  comfort.  The  cook  began  preparing  a  meal  for 
the  strangers,  but  before  it  was  ready  a  sea  swept  the 
deck,  taking  the  skipper  overboard. 

"  I  was  on  deck  with  him  at  the  time,"  said  Mr. 
Thompson,  "abaft  the  companion.  As  he  passed  me 
he  put  out  his  hand  to  grasp  the  companion.  That  was 
the  last  I  saw  of  him.  I  jumped  for  my  life  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  down  the  companionway. 

"  The  vessel  was  on  her  beam  ends  in  an  instant. 
She  righted  a  little  after  the  sea  passed  over  and  I 
climbed  out  of  the  companionwa)^  and  went  aft  to  look 
after  the  skipper.  He  was  not  to  be  found,  as  I  had 
feared.  The  vessel  was  in  a  terrible  plight.  All  her 
ship  boards  and  bulwarks  were  gone.  The  main  boom 
was  in  pieces,  hanging  to  the  masthead,  and  the  balance 
mainsail  was  in  shreds.  The  salt  shifted  in  the  hold, 
every  stanchion  was  broken  in,  and  the  water  barrels 
were  driven  against  the  deck,  causing  a  list.  It  was 
impossil^le  to  right  her.  For  about  two  hours  we  were 
scudding  before  the  wind,  when  we  shipped  another  sea 
which  swept  away  the  man  at  the  helm.  I  took  his 
place  at  once.  The  hold  filled  with  water,  which  con- 
sumed the  salt  and  broke  down  the  bulkheads.  All 
hands  were  now  on  deck,  for  to  remain  below  was  to 
invite  death  by  drowning.  The  pumps  were  choked 
and  it  was  impossible  to  work  them.  All  hands  v;ent  to 
Ixiiliiv^'  will]  uii^lu  and  main.  The  Frenchmen  toi-k 
with  a  will,  uagcrl}'  ^^ekiuL;-  some  of  tlie  m(\>t  ex- 
])i>-^ed  and  dangerous  ]ilaces  where  work  was  needed. 
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At  ten  o'clock  the  gale  abated  somewhat,  and  we 
broke  open  the  forward  hatch,  taking  all  the  buckets  we 
could  fmd  and  bailing  all  night  At  twelve  o'clock  the 
wind  moderated  and  we  put  the  helm  down.  As  soon 
as  morning  broke  we  hoisted  a  new^  jib  to  keep  the  vessel 
from  rolling.  All  hands  were  kept  bailing  the  entire 
day.  Finally  we  hoisted  the  pump  from  ii$  position, 
put  it  dovv'n  the  hatchway  and  pumped  for  dear  life.  At 
length,' after  almost  superhuman  exertions  we  succeeded 
in  pumping  out  the  water.  But  our  troubles  were  by 
no  means  at  an  end.  The  vessel  was  little  better  than  a 
complete  wreck.  We  could  remain  on  board,  and  that 
was  about  all.  Everything  eatable  was  spoiled  by 
water.  For  a  week  we  lived  on  nothing  but  soaked 
food.  It  was  better  than  none,  and  we  v/ere  thankful 
for  even  that.  After  a  while  v.^e  could  do  a  little  better 
and  then  we  had  salt  pork  and  beef.  Luckily  among 
the-  articles  not  thoroughly  ruined  were  just  enough 
matches  to  light  a  fire.  We  dried  all  the  rags  we  could 
find  over  the  fire,  determined  to  have  tinder  enough  to 
light  another  in  case  tlie  fire  went  out. 

On  the  day  of  the  storm  we  were  on  the  eastward  of 
the  Bank.  The  day  after  we  v/ere  fully  sixty  miles  off. 
W^e  reached  the  Bank  again  in  a  day  or  two  and  suddenly 
found  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  the  wreckage.  The  casks, 
spars  and  rigging  everywhere  were  suggestive  of  the 
poor  fellows  who  we  knew  must  have  perished,  many 
of  whom  were  our  own  friends  and  fellow  townsmen. 

"  On  the  third  day  we  fell  in  with  a  French  vessel,  on 
board  of  which  our  French  friends  took  passage  for 
home.  We  parted  from  them  with  sincere  regret,  for 
their  presence  on  board  the  vessel  had  added  sc\-en  extra 
]xiirs  of  liands  to  our  v/orkin^-  force  at  a  time  wliuu 
sucli  assistance  was  invaluable.  \\\;  exchanged  all  sorts 
of  trinkets  witli  them  a.>  kec})sakes  and  mementos. 
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After  getting  a  foresail  and  jib  on  the  schooner,  we 
tried  to  work  up  towards  St.  John,  N.  B.,  our  idea  being 
to  run  in  there  for  repairs.  A  northeaster  which  came 
up,  had  serious  objections  to  our  plan,  it  seemed,  for  we 
were  blown  off  to  sea  again,  and  remained  there  a  week. 

"  On  reaching  the  Banks  again  we  fell  in  with  the 
schooner  Robin,  vSkipper  Frank  Swett,  who  took  us  on 
board,  and  we  abandoned  our  vessel.  We  remained  with 
him  about  two  v/eeks,  when,  falling  in  with  a  bark 
bound  to  New^  York,  we  took  passage  in  her  and  fmally 
reached  Boston  on  the  Stonington  line.  The  news  of 
the  disaster  on  the  Banks  had  preceded  us,  and  when  we 
arrived  home  we  were  received  almost  as  those  risen 
from  the  dead. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  anxiety  of  the  people 
during  the  weeks  that  followed.  As  time  passed  and 
one  after  anotlier  of  the  fleet  arrived,  the  awful  suspense 
in  the  families  of  those  who  were  on  board  vessels  over- 
due was  terrible  to  v.utness.  Eleven  vessels  never  re- 
turned. Everything  possible  was  done  to  alleviate  the 
suffering  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  poor  fellows 
who  lost  their  lives,  but  while  their  temporal  necessities 
could  be  ministered  to  by  the  kind  friends  about  them, 
only  time  could  assuage  their  grief  and  reconcile  them 
to  the  great  loss  they  had  sustained.  I  followed  the  sea 
for  years  after  the  gale  of  1846,  and  though  many 
storms  have  been  encountered  since,  none  have  been  so 
disastrous  and  far  reaching  in  their  effect."^ 

^Thesc  interviews  with  survivors  of  tlie  greo.t  gale  of  1S46  were  written  by 
the  author  (or  the  I'ostun  Suiuiay  GIoIjc,  and  are  reproduced  in  this  work 
suljstantiaily  as  they  were  published  in  that  journal  January  26,  1S90. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

The  opening  of  the  year  1861  found  the  people  of 
the  United  vStates  excited  as  they  had  never  been  before, 
over  the  questions  of  slavery  and  State  sovereignty. 
The  presidential  contest  of  1S60,  which  was  unequal ed 
in  the  histor}-  of  the  country  for  the  sectional  prejudice 
manifested  by  the  pro-slavery  advocates  of  the  South, 
and  the  anti-slavery  men  of  the  North,  had  resulted  in 
the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois,  the  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party.  From  the  well-known 
principles  of  his  party,  it  was  presumed  that  the  policy 
of  'Mr.  Lincoln's  administration  would  be  to  oppose  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  the  territories.  The  result  of 
the  election  produced  the  most  intense  excitement 
throughout  the  slave-holding  States.  On  the  20th  of 
December  the  State  of  South  Carolina  passed  an  ordi- 
nance of  secession  from  the  Union  ;  and  this  action  was 
followed  in  rapid  succession  by  the  States  of  ]\Iissis- 
sippi,  I'lorida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Louisiana  and  Texas. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1861,  a  convention  of  delegates 
from  the  seceding  States  was  held  at  ^Montgomery,  Ala., 
and  a  provisional  government  was  formed  under  the 
style  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  JeHerson 
Davis,  of  ^[ississi]-ipi,  was  afterward  chosen  President 
:nul  Alexaiuk-r  M.  vSle]^hcus,  oi  i\ci.)Vy:\:\.  \'icc-]ViTsi(kiU. 

Such  wa>  llie  condition  of  ]>iM>iic  ali.iirs  wlicu,  (m  ih^' 
4th  of    ?vlarch,    President    Lincoln    was  inaugurated. 
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Seven  States  had  already  severed  their  connection  with 
the  Union,  and  others  were  evidently  on  the  verge  of 
adopting  the  ordinance  of  secession. 

For  several  months  the  seceding  States  had  been  mak- 
ing active  and  warlike  preparations.  Nearly  all  the 
United  vStates  forts  and  arsenals  within  the  boundaries 
of  these  vStates  had  been  seized  and  fortified,  and*  a  large 
proportion  of  the  arms,  ammunition  and  military  stores 
belonging  to  the  general  government  were  in  their  pos- 
session. .On  the  1 2th  of  April^  General  Beauregard, 
commanding  the  Confederate  forces  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
opened  fire  on  Fort  vSumpter,  a  United  vStates  garrison 
commanded  by  IMajor  Robert  Anderson,  in  the  liarbor  of 
that  city.  Tvlajor  Anderson  and  the  small  force  under 
his  command  foup-ht  not)lv  in  defense  of  their  flasr  ;  but 
at  lenofth,  after  sustainincr  a  bombardment  which  contin- 
ued  two  days  without  cessation,  while  their  fort  vras  on 
fire,  and  the  magazines  were 
beginning  to  explode  about 
them,  they  were  obliged  to 
surrender  and  evacuate. 

T'he"  news  of  the  fall  of 
Fort  Sumpter  aroused  the 
entire  North  to  action.  The 
great  civil  war  v.'hich  had  so 
long  been  threatened  could 
no  longer  be  averted,  and  in 
every  town  and  hamlet,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
the  people  rose  as  one  man 
to  defend  the  integrity  of  the 
Union. 

(  )ii  llic  I5t]i- of  April,  President  Lincoln  issued  his 
first  ])ruclanuition  calling  lor  scvcnty-five  tliousand  n]ili- 
ti.a  lor  a  tlirec  months'  service.     Th-e  news  was  received 


Drum  upon  which  the  first  call  to  arms 
was  beaten,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  April  15,  1861,  Samuel  Roads, 
clrurnnier. 
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in  ]\larbleheacl  late  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and 
the  three  militia  companies  were  at  once  notified  by 
their  respective  commanders  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
the  early  morning-  train  for  Boston.  These  companies 
were :  The  ]\Iarblehead  Sutton  Light  Infantry,  Com- 
pany C,  Eighth  Regiment,  commanded  by  Capt.  Knott 
V.  Martin  ;  the  Lafayette  Guards,  Company  B,  Eighth 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Capt.  Richard  Phillips  ;  and 
the  Glover  Eight  Guards,  Company  H,  P-^ighth  Regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Capt.  Francis  Boardman. 

The  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  i6th  of  April,  broke  cold 
and  stormy.  Notwithstanding  the  rain  and  sleet  which 
rendered  the  cold  weather  uncomfortable  in  the  extreme, 
tJie  streets  of  Marblehead  were  filled  with  an  excited 
thiong  of  people.  Wives  and  mothers  and  fathers  and 
children  were  represented  there  in  the  dense  crowd,  all 
anxious  to  speak  a  farewell  word  to  the  soldiers  on 


tude  were  reechoed  by  the  soldiers  in  the  cars.  God 
bless  you  !  "  "  Good-by  "  resounded  on  all  sides  ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  last  car  had  disappeared  in  the  dis- 
tance, tliat  the  great  crowd  began  to  disperse. 

Of  the  arrix'al  of  the  Marlilchead  companies  in  Boston, 
in  response  to  the  l^roidt/uTs  call  for  lr()o|)s,  there  is 
liltie  need  for  us  to  write.  The  le.stiuKjiiy  of  such 
eminent  witnesses  as   Adjutant-general   vScliouler,  and 


their  departure.  The  first  companies 
to  leave  town  were  those  commanded 
by  Captains  Martin  and  Boardman, 
which  marched  to  the  depot  and  took 
the  half-past  seven  o'clock  train  for 
Boston.  Captain  Phillips'  compan}' 
took  the  train  which  left  Marblehead 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  later. 


CAIT.  KNOTT  V.  MARTIN. 


As  the  trains  slowly  left  the  depot, 
the  cheers  of   the  assembled  multi- 
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General  E.  W.  Hinks,  cannot  be  disputed,  and  we  quote 
it  verbatim. 

"  There  has  been  some  controversy  in  military  cir- 
cles," wrote  General  Schouler,  "as  to  which  company 
can  claim  the  honor  of  first  reaching-  Boston.  1  can 
answer,  that  the  first  were  the  three  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Regiment  belonging  to  ]\Iarblehead,  commanded 
by  Captains  -Martin,  Phillips  and  Boardman.  I  had 
been  at  the  State  House  all  night ;  and,  early  in  the 
morning,  rode  to  the  arsenal  at  Cambridge,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  orders  from  headquarters,  to  send  in  arms, 
ammunition,  overcoats  and  equipments,  had  been  prop- 
erly attended  to.  ^Messengers  liad  also  been  stationed 
at  the  different  depots,  with  orders  for  the  companies, 
on  their  arrival,  to  proceed  at  once  to  ^^'"'''''-^ 
Faneuil  Hall,  as  a  northeasterly  storm  f''';  \ 
of  sleet  and  rain  liad  set  in  during  the  ^  '^S'  % 

night,    and    had    not   abated    in    the      -Vv  . 
morning.     On  my  return  from  Cam- 
bridge,  I  stopped  at  the  Eastern  Rail-  - 
road  depot.    A  large  crowd  of  men  and  ' 
women,  notwithstanding  the  storm,  had 
gathered  there,  expecting  the  arrival  man. 
of  troops.     Shortly  after  eight  o'clock,  the  train  ar- 
rived with    the    ^Marblehead    companies.     Tlie)-  were 
received  with  deafening  shouts  from  the  excited  throng. 
The  companies  immediately  formed  in  line,  and  marched 
by  the  flank  directly  to  Faneuil  Hall,  the  fifes  and 
drums  playing  "  Yankee  Doodle,''  the  people  follow- 
ing and  shouting  like  madmen,  and  the  rain  and  sleet 
falling  piteously  as  if  to  abate  the  ardor  of  the  popular 
welct'U.ic.     And   thus   it  w:\s  the  Mar],)lelK'a(l  .men  ^■\\- 
tt-r^d    l-aiiL-uil    Hall   on   the   morning  of  the    r(>lli  e-f 
April.''^ 

^  M-.iiSaoiuSi'lt:.  1)1  I'W  Civil  War,  y.  50. 
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The  testimony  of  General  Hinks,  wlio  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  was  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  is  interesting  as  an  important  historical 
statement,  and  is  as  follows  : 

''On  ]\londay,  April  15,  1861,  at  quarter-past  two 
o'clock,  in  reply  to  an  offer  of  my  services  made  in  tlie 
morning  of  that  da)^,  I  received  from  Governor  Andrew 
a  verbal  command  to  summon  the  companies  of  the 
Eightli  Regiment,  by  his  authority,  to  rendezvous  at 
Faneuil  Hall  at  the  earliest  possible  hour.  Leaving 
Boston  on  the  half-past  two  o'clock  train,  I  proceeded 
to  Lynn,  and  personally  notified  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  two  companies  in  that  city,  and  from  thence 
telegraphed  to  Captain  Bartlett,  at  Newburyport,  and 
Captain  Centre,  of  Gloucester,  and  then  drove  to  Bever- 


the  bells  of  the  town  to  be  rung,  and  to  get  all  the  re- 
cruits he  could.  Taking  his  coat  from  a  peg,  he  seemed 
for  a  moment  to  hesitate  about  leaving  his  business  un- 
finished, and  then  turned  to  me,  and  exclaiming  '  Dom 
the  hog',  put  the  garment  on,  with  his  arms  yet  stained 
with  blood  and  his  shirt  sleeves  Init  haU'  rolled  down, 
and  witli  uiu  left  llie  prc-mises  to  rall\-  liis  c()m|)an\-. 

"On  Tuesday,  April  j6,  I  was.  direcled  io  remain  on 
duty  at  b\aneuil   Hall,  and  during  the  forenoon  the 


CA?T,   KICHAKD  PKILLH'S. 


ly,  and  summoned  the  company 
there ;  and  from  thence  liastened 
to  INIarblehead,  where  I  personally 
notified  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  three  Alarblehead  companies. 
I  found  Captain  Martin  in  his 
slaughter-house,  with  the  carcass  of 
a  hog,  just  killed,  and  in  readiness 
for  the  "scald."  On  communicat- 
ing to  the  captain  my  orders,  I 
advised  him  to  immediately  cause 


1. 
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following  named  companies  arrived  there  and  reported 
for  duty,  to  wit : 

Companies  C,  Eighth  Regiment,  forty  muskets, 
Capt.  Knott  V.  r\Iartin,  and  H,  Eighth  Regiment,  Capt. 
Francis  Boardman,  both  of  jMarblehead,  which  place 
they  left  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  arrived  in 
Boston  at  about  nine  o'clock. 

"  2.  Company  D,  Fourth  Regiment,  thirty  -two  mus- 
kets, Scrgt.  I-I.  F.  Wales,  of  Randolph,  left  home  about 
nine  o'clock  and  arrived  at  about  ten,  a.m. 

"  3.  Company  B,  Eighth  Regiment,  forty  muskets, 
Capt.  Richard  Phillips,  of  ^tlarblehead,  left  home  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  arrived  in  Faneuil    Hall    about  eleven 


"  The  above  is  substantially  a  true  record,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  the  fdes  of  the  Joiu'nal  of  tliat 
date,  and  is  prompted  only  by  a  desire  to  do  justice  to 
Captain  ^Martin  and  the  patriotic  men  of  IMarbleliead, 
who,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  wevQ  the  first  to 
leave  home,  the  first  to  arrive  in  Boston,  and  subsequent- 
ly, under  my  command,  the  first  to  leave  the  yard  of  the 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  to  repair  and  relay  the 
track  in  the  march  through  Maryland  to  relieve  the 
beleaguered  capital  of  the  Nation." 

On  the  morning  after  the  departure  of  the  companies, 
thirty  more  men  left  JMarblehead  to  join  them.  Tlie 
greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed  throughout  the  town,  and 
men  everywhere  were  ready  and  anxious  to  enlist.  Of 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  people,  no  better  evidence  can 
be  given  than  that  contained  in  the  reply  of  Governor 
Andrew  to  a  gentleman  who  asked  him  if  any  more  men 
v^'ould  be  iiecdvd.  Vov  heaven's  sake/'  replied  tlic 
governor,  "  uTi  scud  an\-  more  UK-n  from  r\Iarbk-lK'a(l. 
for  it  is  im{)usin_!^'  on  \'()rir  goodness  to  take  so  many  as 
have  alread)-  come  I" 


HO 
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The  citizens  were  not  less  prompt  to  act  than  those 
who  had  rallied  for  the  defense  of  the  nation.  On  the 
20th  of  April,  a  town  meeting  was  held  to  provide  for 
the  faniilies  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  old  Town  Honse  was 
crowded  to  repletion.  Mr.  Adoniram  C.  Orne  was 
chosen  moderator.  The  venerable  town  clerk,  Capt. 
Glover  Bronghton,  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  181 2,  was 
there  beside  the  moderator,  his  hands  tremnlons  with 
emotion,  awaiting  the  action  of  his  fellow  citizens.  "  It 
was  voted  that  the  town  treasnrer  be  anthorized  to  hire 
the  sum  of  live  thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  for 
the  relief  of  the  families  of  those  vvho  have  gone  or  are 
going  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country."  A  connnit- 
^^f^^^  tee  of  five  persons  was  chosen  to  repair 

f  to  the  assessors'  room  and  report  the 

-^Tm^,''        names  of  ten  persons  to  act  as  dis- 
''-f^N  ;  tributers  of  the  fund.    The  town  was 

divided  into  districts,  and  the  following 
,  7       '    gentlemen  were  chosen  as  a  dislribu- 

■  \  ,  \  y  -I  tinq- committee,  namelv :  ^Messrs.  Thom- 
>  as  ]\Iain,   John    J.    Lyon,  Frederick 

CAPT.  Gi-ovtR  BRouGHTOK.  Robiusou,  AVilliaui  Courtis,  AVilliam 
Litchman,  Stephen  Halliaway,  Jr.,  James  J.  H.  Gregory, 
John  C.  Hamson,  Jr.,  Ricliard  Tutt,  Joshua  O.  Bowden. 

No  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  times  called  for 
action^  and  Factis  uoi  vcrbis^^  was  the  motto  of  the 
hour.  But  human  nature  must  find  some  vent  for 
enthusiasm,  and  we  are  informed  in  the  records  by  the 
faithful  clerk  that  ''three  cheers  were  then  given." 
They  probably  shook  the  building,  for  genuine  IMarble- 
headers  are  blessed  with  strong  lungs,  and  can  never 
cheur  1)y  rul-^-. 

The  ]-Ur!-l-'  i;i  .>i  the  ]:..':■,  ^  cf  M arl 'k-]ie:u:l  at  this 
time,  and  thi«  >ut  ill'.-  eiilr/e  |K  ri(Hi  of  the  ^\'ar,  can- 
not be  overesiimaled.     With  h)\-inu'  hearts  and  willinti- 


::v^V,\Y■> 


\l.    l.l-.NI  \MIN    t  .    I  t  Ai  ll,    1  I, 


OF  MARBLEHKAD.  385 

hands,  they  contributed  their  time,  their  labor  and  th.eir 
money  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  had  gone  forth  to 
battle.  The  work  of  some  was  of  a  public  nature,  and 
the  deeds  of  these  are  recorded  ;  but  the  only  record  of 
hundreds  who  worked  quietly  in  their  own  homes  was 
written  on  the  g-rateful  hearts  of  the  soldiers  for  whoui 
they  labored. 

On  the  2 2d  of  xVpril  a  meeting  of  the  ladies  was  held 
at  the  Town  House,  and  a  Soldiers'  Aid  Society  was 
organized.  The  object  was  to  perform  such  work  as 
was  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers,  and  to 
Jurnish  articles  of  clothing,  medicines  and  delicacies  for 
use  in  the  hospitals.  ]\Irs.  ^laria  L.  AYilliams  was  elected 
president.  That  lady  subsequently  resigned,  and  ^Irs. 
^Margaret  Newhall  became  president,  and  ^Irs.  ]\lary  'M. 
Oliver,  secretary. 

On  the  following  day,  eighteen  ladies  met  at  the 
vSewall  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  on  Spring  street,  and 
organized  a  committee  to  solicit  money  for  the  benefit 
of  the  soldiers.  The  followino-  are  the  names  of  the 
ladies  wdio  composed  this  committee: 

Miss  ]\Iar}'  E.  Graves,  Prcsidcjii. 

Miss  ]\Iary  A.  Alley,  Secret ary. 

i\Iiss  ]Mary  L,  Pitman,  Treasurer. 
Mrs.  i\Iary  Glover.  IMiss  Hannah  J,  Woodfin. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Hidden.  IMiss  Lizzie  Cross. 

IMiss  Harriet  Xewhall.  ]Miss  Mary  A.  Cross. 

I\Iiss  Tabitha  Trefry.  ^^Irs.  Hannah  Doak. 

Mrs.  Hannah  J.  Hathaway.  :\Iiss  Alicia  H.  Gilley. 
^Irs.  John  F.  Harris.  *  ]\Iiss  Carrie  Paine. 

3*Iiss  Amy  K.  Prentiss.  ^liss  ]\Iary  E.  Homan. 

:Miss  Sarah  K.  Sparhawk. 

In  less  than  unc  week  from  tlie  time  of  tlicir  organiza- 
tion the  ladies  of  this  committee  had  collected  the  sum 
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of  five  hundred  and  eio^t  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 
The  teachers  of  tlie  public  schools  generously  con- 
tributed six  per  cent,  of  their  salaries  for  the  year  in 
aid  of  the  object  ;  and  there  v;as  a  disposition  manifested 
by  the  people  generally,  to  give  soniciliing^  however 
small  the  amount. 

Stirring  reports  were  now  received  from  the  compa- 
nies at  the  scat  of  war.  The  blockading  of  the  railroad 
to  Baltimore  by  the  Secessionists  ;  the  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Maryland  ;  and  the  saving  of  the  old  frigate 
Constitution,  in  which  their  fathers  fought  so  valiantlv, 
caused  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  swell  with  pride,  as 
they  related  tlie  story  one  to  another.  The  nien  of 
Captain  Boardman's  company  were  the  first  to  board 
"  Old  Ironsides,"  and  throughout  the  entire  day  mem- 
bers of  all  three  ]Marblehead  companies  worked  with 
others  of  the  Eio-hth  Reqiment  to  o-et  the  frig^ate  out  of 
the  mud  in  which  she  kiad  been  imbedded  many  years. 
At  night,  this  was  accomplished,  and  on  the  rising' 
of-the  tide  the  noble  ship  floated  out  into  the  harbor  of 
Annapolis,  ^Maryland.  From  there  she  was  sent  to 
New  York  as  a  measure  of  precaution  against  seizure 
by  the  enemy.  The  sufferings  of  tlieir  soldier  boys, 
who  were  obliged  to  eat  pilot  bread  baked  in  the  year 
"  1848,"  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  many  an  anxious 
mother.  But  the  tears  were  momentary  only,  and  the 
sufferings  of  the  l^oys  were  forgotten  in  the  jov  that 
^larbleliead  sokliers  had  been  permitted  to  lead  the 
advance  on  the  memorable  march  to  Annapolis  Junction 
and  to  relay  the  track  whicli  had  been  torn  up  to 
prevent  the  pn^<age  of  tlie  troops.  The  arrival  of  the 
troups  ill  \\'.i-;'n!;.;L(  >ii  ;  []]^'  lu-w  uniforms  furnished  in 
place  '.jI  lliu:-^-  worn  oul  in  ^ki\->  ;  and  the  quarter- 

ing of  soldiers  in  the  Tnited  vSlates  Ca|)itol  Building, 
was  all  related  in  the  letters  that  came  home. 
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Some  of  these  letters  were  so  full  of  patriotic  senti- 
ment that  they  should  be  preserved  to  testify  of  the 
spirit  of  the  men  of  ]\Iarblehead  who  participated  in 
the  struggle  for  national  life.  We  have  space  only  for 
one  of  these,  which  is  quoted  in  full  because  it  is  so 

characteristic  of  the  heroic  old  veteran  who  w^rote  it. 

♦ 

House  of  REPRESENTATivi:s, 

Washington  City,  Apjil  27,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  in  Washington  yesterday 
after  a  great  deal  of  hardship  and  privation,  living  for 
thirty-six  hours  at  a  time  on  one  small  loaf  to  a  man  ; 
water  a  great  part  of  the  time  very  scarce,  and  not  of  a 
very  good  quality.  But  the  men  bore  it  almost  without 
a  murmur.  The  Eighth  Regiment  had  the  honor  of 
takino-  the  noble  old  frioate  Constitution  out  of  the 
dock  at  Annapolis,  and  placing  her  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  Secessionists.  The  Eighth  came  from  Annap- 
olis to  Washington,  in  company  with  the  New  York 
Seventh,  —  God  bless  them.  They  shared  with  us  their 
last  morsel;  and  the  two  regiments  together  have  laid 
railroad  tracks,  built  bridges,  run  steam-engines,  and 
contracted  an  eternal  friendship,  which  has  been  ce- 
mented by  deeds  of  daring  for  each  other.  We  have 
encamped  in  corn-fields,  on  railroad  enbankments,  v/ith 
one  eye  open  while  sleeping ;  and  have  opened  R,  R. 
communication  between  Annapolis  and  Washington,  for 
all  troops  which  may  hereafter  want  to  pass  that  way. 

"  Give  my  love  to  all  friends  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
and  my  eternal  hatred  to  its  enemies. 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"  KxoTT  V.  :\Iartix.. 

'*To  Wm.  R  ]]ro\vn,  Esq." 

During  tlic  latter  })art  of  April,  active  measures  were 
taken  to  recruit  another  compan\'  to  join  those  alread}' 


'•'MO  / 


OF  marblehp:ad.  389 

in  the  field.  In  a  few  days  the  "  :\Iugford  Guards,"  a 
full  company  of  fifty-seven  men,  was  organized,  and 
Captain  Benjamin  Day  was  commissioned  as  com.- 
niander.  Every  effort  was  made  to  get  the  new  company 
in  readiness  for  departure  as  soon  as  possible.  The  m.en 
w^ere  without  uniforms,  and  the  school-teachers  at  once 
voted  to  furnish  the  materials  for  making  tliem,  at  their 
own  expense,  yir.  John  ]\Iarr,  the 
local   tailor,  offered    his   services   as  ^S^ii-fo^ 


and  thev  were  o-ratefullv  ac-       v^'f  ^ 


cepted.  On  Sunday,  ]\Iay  5,  the  ladies 
of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  vSociety,  with  a 
large  number  of  others,  assembled  at 
Academy  Hall,  and  industriously 
worked  throughout  the  entire  day  and 
evening  to  make  up  the  uniforms. 

On  tlie  following  day,    the  town 
voted  to  appropriate  the  sinn  of  four  hundred  dollars  to 
furnish  the  company  witli  comfortable  and  necessary 
clothing. 

On  the  7th  of  June  another  meeting  was  held,  and 
tTie  town  voted  to  borrovr  a  sum  not  exceedino-  ten  thou- 

o 

sand  dollars,  to  be  applied  by  the  selectmen  in  aid  of  the 
families  of  volunteers. 

On  vSunday,  june  23,  the  ^lugford  Guards  attended 
divine  service  at  vSt.  ^^lichaers  Church.  After  an 
address  by  the  rector,  the  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Chase,  each 
man  in  the  company  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  copy 
of  the  "  Book  of  Common  Prayer." 

On  the  morning  of  ^Monday,  June  24,  the  new  com.- 
pany  took  its  departure  for  the  seat  of  war."  The 
soldiers  were  escorted  to  the  entrance  of  the  town  by 
tile  ?vliigi\.rd  I'ire  Association  and  a  large  concour>c  (•! 
citizens.  Almost  the  entire  community  assembled  in  tlic 
streets  to  say  "  farewell/'  and  to  bid  them  "God  speed." 
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On  arriving  at  the  locality  known  as  the  "  Workhouse 
Rocks,"  the  procession  halted,  and  the  soldiers  were 
addressed  by  William  B.  Brown,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the 
citizens. 

"  It  may  soon  be,"  said  Mr.  Brown,  in  conclusion, 
"  that  yours  will  be  the  only  entire  company  to  represent 
the  town  of  ]\Iarblehead,  for  our  men  who  now  repre- 
sent her,,  though  willing  and  anxious  to  continue  in  the 
service,  must  give  way,  w^e  are  told,  to  the  hosts  which 
are  everywhere  uprising  and  claiming  a  partnership  in 
the  glorious  work  of  redeeming  the  land.  Be  it  so,  if 
it  must  be  ;  they  have  already  proved  their  lineage,  and 
have  shown  the  jewels  of  bravery  and  patriotism,  as  un- 
dimmed  in  our  crown  through  years  of  peace  and  plenty 
as  when  set  there  by  ^lugford,  Glover,  Tucker,  Gerry 
and  Orne.  They  have  added  new  glory  to  the  grand  old 
flag  for  which  they  fought,  while  they  gathered  inspira- 
tion from  its  grace,  its  beauty,  and  its  history.  You  are 
to  follow  them,  and  for  a  longer  time  !  God  only  knows 
how  long!  And  the  liour  is  about  to  strike  which  shall 
summon  you  awa}'.  We  offer  you  gladly,  though  in 
"tears,  on  the  altar  of  our  country, —  another  wreath  from 
among  us,  along  with  the  myriads  of  garlands  laid  there 
in  unalterable  devotion  to  Liberty,  Union  and  Law. 
]\Iay  no  flower  or  leaf  be  withered  in  weakness  or 
cowardice,  no  sirocco  of  passion  or  sensuality  blast  its 
beauty  or  blemish  its  perfume  ;  but  may  it  be  a  '  joy  for- 
ever,' that  we  may  hang  it  up  in  the  chambers  of  our 
remembrance  on  your  return,  as  a  memorial  that  every 
member  of  this  company  was  constant  to  the  cause,  was 
manly  and  brave  

"But  if  tlie  fortunes  of  war  —  always  dark  and  uncer- 
tain—  kvc]-)  some  of  you  Ixick  forever,  we  will  t;i]:e 
courage  friiiu  \uur  examj-tlc,  riud  stronger  than  c-w-r 
stand  b\' the  Union  which,  from  the  day  of  its  birth  until 
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now,  has  rained  blessings  on  us  all.  The  muster-roll  of 
your  gallant  band  is  written  on  all  our  hearts.  Not  a 
man  of  you  shall  be  forgotten,  nor  shall  the  loved  ones 
you  leave  behind  be  neglected.  Every  name  shall  be 
cherished  in  the  fond  hope  of  return  and  reunion  ;  and 
if  an}^  comes  not  back  again,  we  will  v\^rite  them  on  the 
virgin  leaves  of  the  history  we  all  love  and  honor,  we 
will  recount  tliem  to  the  future  as  proofs  of  your  su- 
preme devotion  to  Libert}',  and  as  pledges  that  the  sons 
of  Marblehead  shall  be  true  to  her  forever."' 

Captain  Day,  in  reply,  expressed  the  most  patriotic 
sentiments  in  behalf  of  the  company. 

The  soldiers  embarked  for  Boston  in  wagons  which 
were  in  waiting,  and  departed  amid  the  deafening  cheers 
of  the  citizens. 

This  company,  which  was  known  f  „":^ 

as  Company  G,  First  Heavy  Artillery,  1  -  |* 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  was  mus-  .  _  ^- ]■' 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United       .  ■  - 

States  as  a  part  of  the  Fourleenth  -.4^ 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  which  was  sub-  :v  y-  | 

sequently  changed  to  artillery.  Its 
first  service  was  in  the  forts  about  capt.  a.  s.  koads. 
Washington  during  which-  Captain  Day  resigned  his 
commission  and  the  command  was  given  to  Captain 
Abiel  vS.  Roads,  another  son  of  Marblehead,  who  was 
promoted  to  tlie  position  from  a  hrst  lieutenancy  in 
Company  ^^I  of  the  same  regiment.  Captain  Roads  was 
in  command  of  the  company  during  all  its  active  serv- 
ice in  the  field,  and  the  various  engagements  in  which 
the  regiment  participated,  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service,  when  the  war  was  practicallv  at  an  end. 

Mt  i-  but  j-.i^*.  tM  >:iy  iti  tiii>  c  Mincc:  i' -ii  that  every  premise  nia^le  ! -y  Mr. 
Williriiii  i'l.  l^i-wnt.)  the  S'.  liieis  \v.\>.  i.w  as  he  liiuiself  was  ci.'!Kei r.c!, 
sacre.ily  fululled. 

-(  )ctol-cr  24,  lS(y2. 
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On  Thursday,  August  i,  1861,  the  three  Marblehead 
companies  arrived  home.  Arrangements  had  been  made 
to  give  them  an  enthusiastic  welcome.  At  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  a  procession  was  formed,  consisting  of 
the  Marblehead  Band,  the  "  Plome  Guards,''  the  boards 
of  town  officers,  the  entire  fire  department,  and  the 
scholars  of  the  public  schools.  An  interesting  feature 
of  the  procession  was  thirteen  young  ladies,  representing 
the  original  States,  wearing  white  dresses  and  red,  white 
and  blue  veils.  The  arrival  of  the  train  bringing  the 
soldiers  was  announced  bv  the  rinorino-  of  bells,  the  firin^- 
of  guns,  and  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people. 
They  were  received  at  the  depot  at  about  six  o'clock, 
P.M.,  and  escorted  to  the  "Town  House,"  where  an 
address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Jonathan  H.  Orne, 
Esq.,  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  the  veterans 
were  given  a  grand  reception.  The  procession  was 
again  formed,  and  they  were  escorted  about  town  to 
Fort  Sewall,  wliere  a  dinner  was  served. 
,  Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  companies,  Capt.  Knott 
V.  Martin  resigned  as  commander  of  the  Marblehead 
Sutton  Light  Infantry,  and  recruited  a  company  for  the 
Twenty-third  Regiment.  ]More  than  half  the  members 
of  this  company  were  enlisted  in  IMarblehead.  They 
left  for  the  seat  of  war  during  the  month  of  November. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  December  the  town  voted  to  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the 
families  of  volunteers. 

The  news  of  the  splendid  triumph  of  General  Burnside 
in  his  expedition  against  Xorih  Carolina,  resulting  in 
the  capture  of  Roanoke  Islrnul  on  iIr.-  Sth  of  h\^bruarv, 
1S62,  sent  a  thrill  of  ex'i'l.iii' ni  ilirun^h  every  loyal 
heart  in  the  country,  l-ii  the  joy  of  the  people  of 
^larblehead  was  turned  to  -  riel  by  the  news  that  three 
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of  their  bravest  citizens  had  fallen  in  the  battle.  These 
were  Lieut.  John  Goodwin,  Jr.,  Sergt.   Gamaliel  H. 
Morse  and  Private  John  Shaw  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
-'^"-'-v^         third    Regiment.     Illessrs.  Goodwin 
^(^^~^^*^        and  Shaw  were  killed  instantly  ;  but 
f        ]\Xr.    Morse   was   mortally  wounded 
"y-      ^-^^  k        and  died  after  several  days  of  severe 

^  suffering. 

Just  one  month  from  the  date  of  the 

'  -  x  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  the  famous 

battle  took  place  between  the  United 
LIEUT.  JOHN  GOODWIN,  jK.  Statcs  frigratcs  Cumberland  and  Con- 
gress,  and  the  Confederate  Ram  ]\Ierrimac,  in  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia.  After  an  engagement  of  fifteen  min- 
utes the  ^lerrimac  ran  into  the  Cumberland,  criishing  in 
her  side.  The  frigate  immediately  began  to  sink.  Over 
one  hundred  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  ill-fated  vessel 
went  down  in  her  and  found  a  watery  grave.  One  of  the 
bravest  of  the  lieroes  wlio  lost  their  lives  in  this  eno-asre- 
ilient  was  William  B.  Hubbard,  of  ^larblehead.  He  was 
captain  of  one  of  the  guns  on  board  the  Cumberland. 
When  the  ship  was  sinking,  and  death  stared  them  in 
the  face,  tlie  first  thought  of  many 
was  naturally  that  of  self-preservation.  \ 
Not  so  with  Hubbard.  His  powder-  |;-2r> 
boy  had  become  frightened  and  could  ■  w     'i^  ' 

not  be  found.       I  am  detennined  to       ^  i'.  ""^  - 
have  one  more  shot  at  them  I  "  cried 
the  gallant  Hubbard,  and  immediately        /  "/  ,  J-^- / 
went  below  to  [)rocure  ammunition.     H     (    "-y^  ^ 
On  liis  return,  as  lie  approached  his 
gun  to  R-l:Kid  it,  a  shot  fr..iii  tliu  enemy 
laid  liiin  <>u  tlic  dvcl;.     He  went  down  with  the  s]n]\ 
nobly  cK  iii^-  at  lii.-  pn.^.i. 

AnioiiL'    the   crew  of   tlie  Cuiiiljerland  were  David 
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Bruce  and  John  Hazel,  of  ]\Iarblehead.  Nathaniel  Roun- 
dey  and  John  Fleniniing  were  on  board  the  Congress 
throughout  the  action. 

Late  in  the  month  of  April,  the  citizens  received  the 
precious  bodies  of  their  earliest  dead,  the  first  slain  in 
battle.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  they  realized  the 
magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  to  be  made.  Only  the  life- 
blood  of  their  best  and  bravest  could  preserve  the 
institutions  for  which  their  fathers  fought.  The  funeral 
services  over  the  bodies  of  ^lessrs.  Goodwin  and  IMorse 
took  place  on  Thursday,  April  24,  at  the  Unitarian 
Church.  ^  The  services  consisted  of  singing  by  the 
/f>'^-^  choir,  prayer   by  the    Rev.  George 

/'  W.   Patch,  and    an   address  by  the 

^^k  f^-'''<       Rev.  Samuel  R.  Calthrop,  pastor  of 
H-.;     'A}  the  church.    The  remains  were  ac- 

"  f  ;     '  companied  to  their  last  resting-place 

/      in  the  New  Burying  Ground,  by  the 
three  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
'   ,    .  ment  belonging  in  jMarblehead,  and 

a  large  concourse  of  people. 
GAMALIEL  H.  MORSE.  IS  seldoui  tliat   licrocs  are  so 

honored  as  were  these  dead  soldiers.  His  Excellency, 
John  A.  Andrew,  the  war  governor  of  IMassachusetts,  was 
there  in  the  procession,  accompanied  by  Adjutant-general 
Schouler,  and  the  members  of  his  staff.  Major-general 
Sutton,  and  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment  were  also  in  attendance. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  President  Lincoln  issued  a  call 
for  three  liundred  thousand  more  volunteers  to  serve 
for  tliree  years,  or  during  tlic  war.  In  accordance  with 
this  call  the  most  earnest  efforts  were  made  to  procure 
recruits  from  .Alarlil^  iiead.  ( )ii  the  19th  of  Juh'  the 
town  voted  to  oiwY  a  iHiiiiity  (.f  one  hundred  dollars 

^Tliebo^ly  of  Mr.  ^]l:^\v  uas  n-jt  l.nai-ht  hunie. 
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to  every  man  who  would  volunteer  on  the  quota  of  the 
town  ;  and  Captains  Richard  Phillips,  Samuel  C.  Graves, 
Francis  Boardnian,  iMessrs.  Samuel  Roads  and  John 
Goodwin,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist  the  select- 
men in  recruiting. 

On  the  31st  of  July  the  town  treasurer  was  authorized 
to  hire  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  used  as  bounties  for  volunteers  in  sums 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each.  A  connnittee  was  chosen 
to  wait  upon  the  governor  and  request  him  to  appoint 
an  additional  recruiting  agent.  On  the  ist  of  August, 
Governor  Andrew  issued  the  following  permission  to 
recruit : 

"  In  consequence  of  the  request  of  the  town  of  ]\Iarble- 
head,  made  by  a  legal  town  meeting  held  yesterday, —  a 
copy  of  the  record  of  which  is  handed  me,  attested  by 
the  town  clerk,  —  I  appoint  at  the  nomination  of  the 
other  gentlemen  who  came  to  represent  the  town, 
Samuel  Roads,  Esq.,  additional  recruiting  agent  for 
jMarblehead.  He  will  cooperate  with  the  town's  com- 
mittee, and  use  his  influence  to  forv/ard  the  enhstment  ; 
an,d  I  ask  the  good  people  of  ^larblehead  to  support  and 
help  him  with  all  their  hearts  and  hands." 

]\Ir.  Roads  at  once  established  his  headquarters  at  an 
ofhce  on  Washington  street,  opposite  the  head  of  Hooper 
street,  and  the  enlistment  progressed  rapidly.  In  a 
short  time,  sixty-nine  men  had  enrolled  themselves  for 
a  service  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  Of  these, 
thirty-two  were  assigned  to  the  Tenth  Battery,  then 
recruiting  at  Lynnfield  ;  ten  to  the  Thirty-second  Regi- 
ment ;  eight  to  the  Seventeenth  Regiment ;  seven  to 
the  Twenty-third  Regiment ;  and  the  others  were  dis- 
tril:)uU'd  aniiMig  the  Fir^t  IMassaclnisetts  Cavalry,  and 
[Ik-  Twentieth,  Twcnt\--loiirth,  I'urticlh  and  Inn-ty-hrst 
RcginiL-nts. 
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On  Tuesday,  August  26,  the  town  voted  to  pay  a 
bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  "for  each  volunteer 
enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  a  period 
of  nine  months,  until  the  quota  of  the  town  shall  be 
full."  It  was  also  voted  to  "  request  all  shoe  manufac- 
turers, all  storekeepers,  and  all  others  to  close  their 
places  of  business  each  day  during  the  remainder  of  tlie 
week,  from  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  to  six  o'clock,  p.m.  ;  and 
that  all  citizens  be  entreated  to  abstain  from  customary 
labor  during  these  hours,  and  assist  the  authorized  agent 
in  procuring  recruits."  It  was  ordered  that  the  bells  be 
rung  each  day  from  two  o'clock  to  three  o'clock,  p.m. 
The  IMarblehead  Band  was  invited  to  be  present  at  the 
Town  Hall,  and  give  their  services  during  the  hour  in 
which  the  bells  were  to  be  rung;. 

On  the  27th  of  September  another 
J.  _  meetino;  was  held,  at  which  it  was 

V         ■  voted  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 

' '  -'^^   :  ■■  ■■     dollars  as  a  bounty  to  every  volun- 
teer enlisting  over  and  above  the  quota 
~  of   the  town,  for  a  service  of  nine 

months.  This  action  was  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  two  ]\Iarble- 
c.PT.  SAMCEL  c.  GH.vE..  ^^^^^  compauics,  thc  Sutton  Light  In- 
fantry and  the  Lafayette  Guards.  A  vote  was  also 
passed  restricting  each  company  to  the  number  of 
eighty-four  men.  The  company  known  as  the  Glover 
Light  Guards  was  disbanded  shortly  after  its  return 
from  the  three  months'  campaign,  in  consequence  of 
the  enlistment  of  a  large  proportion  of  its  members  in 
the  various  three  years'  regiments. 

On  thc  25th  of  November,  the  Marblehead  Sutton 
Li(;-ht  Infautrv,  mid^-r  cnmiiiaiul  of  Ca|)t.  Samuel  C. 
(h'ax-es,  and  th;.-  Lafayette  (iiiards.  under  command 
of    Capt.   Richard    Thillips,  left  the   State  with  the 
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other  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  for  New- 
bern,  N.  C. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  Capt.  Thomas  Russell,  who 
had  risen  b}^  promotion  from  a  lieutenancy  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  in  the  Twenty-third  Regiment,  died 
suddenly  at  Newbern,  N,  C,  as  a  result  of  accidental 
poisoning.  The  body  was  sent  home  for  interment  and 
lay  in  state  in  the  Town  House,  after  which  funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  "  Old  North  Church,"  every 
mark  of  respect  being  shown  to  the  memory  of  the  dead 
soldier.  ^ 


authorized  to  hire  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1S63,  Congress  authorized  a  draft  to 
obtain  reenforcements  for  the  army.  A  provost-marshal 
was  appointed  for  each  State,  with  an  assistant  in 
every  congressional  district.  ]\Ir.  Daniel  H.  Johnson 
was  appointed  nnarshal  of  the  Essex  District,  with 
headquarters  at  Salem.  A  board  was  also  established 
to  make  an  enrollment  of  all  the  men  in  the  State 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five  years.  In 
]\Iay,  ^lessrs.  John  C.  Hamson  and  Thomas  Swasey 
were  appointed  enrollment  officers  for  ]\Iarblehead,  with 
instructions  to  return  the  names  of  all  persons  enrolled 
to  the  assistant  ])ro\-ost-inars]ui],  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July,  llie  town  was  divided  into  two  districts 
for  the  purpose  of  enrolhnent,  one  being  on  the  n.ortli 


The  town  had  made  generous  pro- 
vision for  the  families  of  soldiers 
from  time  to  time,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  As  the  proportion  of 
citizens  who  were  absent  in  the  army 
and  navy  increased,  additional  appro- 
priations were  found  necessary,  and 
in    ]\Iarch,    1863,   the   treasurer  was 
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side  of  Washington  street,  and  the  other  on  the  south 
side.  After  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  town,  the  enroll- 
ment officers  reported  the  names  of  over  twelve  hundred 
citizens  of  ]\Tarblehead  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
forty-five  years,  and  therefore  subject  to  conscription. 

The  draft  took  place  at  Lyceum  Hall,  in  vSalem,  on 
the  afternoon  of  July  10,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and 
deeply  interested  audience.  The  names  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  citizens  of  ]\Iarblehead  were  drawn  from  the 
box*.  Of  these,  a  large  proportion  v/ere  exempted  by 
the  examining  surgeons  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
ity, or  other  causes.  IMau)^  procured  substitutes,  and 
others  paid  the  commutation  fee  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. A  very  few  —  not  more  than  twenty,  it  is  said  — 
of  the  number  originally  drafted,  were  mustered  into 
.the  United  States  service. 

The  draft  was  one  of  the  most  tmpopular  acts  of 
President  Lincoln's  administration.  In  New  York  the 
attempt  to  enforce  the  order  caused  a  serious  riot  ;  and 
only  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  governor  and 
the  adjtitant-general  prevented  a  similar  outbreak  in 
the  city  of  Boston. 

When  the  war  broke  otit  old  Fort  vSewall  was  in  rtiins. 
The  exposed  condition  of  the  harbor,  and  the  fact  that 
Confederate  gunboats  v;ere  crtiising  abotit  the  coast, 
caused  the  citizens  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  fortifi- 
cation of  the  town.    At  a  town  meetinor  held  on  the 

o 

15th  of  August,  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
fofir  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  laborers  employed 
upon  the  repairs  of  Fort  Sewall.  This  sum  was  suffi- 
cient to  pay  each  of  the  laborers  fift}'  cents  a  day, 
which,  whh  one  d(^J]ar  and  twcnty-fi\-e  cents  paid  i^y  ihc 
go\'ernmcnt,  ,i:^-a\x-  them  a  fair  rem uiier.it ion  fur  tlieir  la- 
hov.  In  a  short  time,  I'ovt  Sewall  was  thoroughh'  re- 
paired and  considendjl}'  enlarged.     The  o-o\'eriiment  also 
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erected  two  other  fortifications,  one  at  the  head  of  the 
harbor  overlooking  River  Head  Beach  and  the  Neck, 
known  as  "  Fort  Glover,"  and  another  on  Nangns  Head, 
overlooking  Salem  Harbor,  known  as  "  Fort  ^Miller."  All 
three  forts  were  garrisoned  by  conj panics  from  other  parts 
of  the  State  nntil  the  end  of  the  war. 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1S64,  Congress  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  enlistment  of  recruits  for  the  Union 
army  in  the -insurgent  vStates.  The  governor  of  "\Iassa- 
chusetts  at  once  adopted  measures  to  procure  a  portion 
of  these  recruits  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  ;  and  on  the 
23d  of  July,  the  town  of  ^larblehead  voted  to  deposit 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  with  the  treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  por- 
tion of  these  recruits  to  serve  on  the  quota  of  the  town. 
The  town  also  voted  to  pay  a  boiinty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  to  every  recruit  enlisting  on  its 
quota. 

On  the  24th  of  July  the  Eighth  Regiment,  whicli  had 
returned  from  the  nine  months'  campaign  several 
months  before,  again  left  tlie  vState  for  a  service  of  one 
hundred  days.  The  regiment  at  this  time  was  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Peach,  Jr.,  a  Marble- 
head  boy  who  liad  risen  from  the  ranks,^  The  "Sutton 
Light  Infantry  "  took  its  dcjxarture  with  the  regiment. 
The  "  Lafa\-ette  Guards"  su'osequently  left  town  as  an 
unattached  company,  having  been  too  late  in  recruiting 
to  take  its  accustomed  place  in  the  regiment. 

^ Maior-(>eiieral  liciijauiin  F.  I'each,  Jr.,  has  the  distinction  of  having  at- 
tained the  higliest  military  rank  ever  ci^nfcrrcd  upun  a  native  of  Marbleliead. 
He  was  in  comniaml  of  the  Eitjhth  Re^^inient,  M.  V.  M,,  from  1864  to  Feb- 
ruary iS,  1SS2,  wlien  lu-  Mas  C"mn,iv.-i  -nc  i  a  briLiadier-f^eneral.  l'V)r  some 
years  I 'r<;vii 'US  ti.'  Lis  retirement  (ler.e!:!  I'cn-.li  \>;>.s  the  senior  ■coniiiiandiiii^ 
o;t!cer  lit"  tiie  State  in:liti:\.  an'l,  \\hen  the-  ei^Lir-j  mibiia  ^\■as  I'li  d'Uv,  \\a>  in 
comnian:!  as  a>.ti;!^^'  i;ia;"r-,^.iiere.!.  lie  w  ,i>  reliic-.i  al  his  ovs  n  re^jUcr-t  Julv  24. 
1S07,  ns  a  niaji 'r-L'.eiieral,  and  ean  be  d.ctailed  for  '!ut\  on  bi^-ards,  courts  martial 
and  court-^  of  in'juiry,  as  v.  eil  as  f  n'  any  sj^ecial  or  temporary  tluty. 
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During  the  month  of  August  the  ladies  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Society  held  a  fair  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers. 
The  citizens  responded  nobly,  —  as  they  had  done  to 
every  patriotic  appeal,  —  and  tlie  sum  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  was  netted.  Of  this  sum  four 
hundred  dollars  was  given  to  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion, and  the  balance  v/as  distributed  arnoyg  sick  and 
w^ounded  soldiers  and  the  needy  families  of  those  in  the 
army. 

The  de'sire  to  do  something  to  alleviate  the  sufferings 
of  those  in  the  army  v/as  almost  universal.  Nearly 
every  organization  in  town  sent  boxes  of  luxuries  and 
medicines  to  the  soldiers  in  camp.  Early  in  the  year 
the  members  of  the  Gerry  Fire  Association  presented 
the  sum  of  eighty-two  dollars  to  the  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society,  the  proceeds  of  a  dancing  party  held  under 
their  auspices.  The  members  of  AVashington  Lodge  of 
Good  Templars  presented  the  sum  of  thirty-five  dollars, 
the  proceeds  of  a  social  party  held  at  their  hall.  These 
donations  vrere  applied  to  the  purchase  of  materials 
which  were  made  up  into  quilts,  comforters  and  dress- 
ing-gowns for  soldiers  in  the  hospitals. 

Even  the  children  in  the  ]jublic  schools  were  pressed 
into  service  and  o-ladlv  o-ave  their  mite  of  effort  in 
scraping  the  lint  from  linen  to  be  used  in  dressing  the 
wounds  of  soldiers.  And  Mrs.  IMary  \Y.  Blaney,  having 
sent  five  sons  to  the  war,  firialh'  went  to  the  field  of 
action  herself,  serving  several  months  as  a  nurse  at  Fort 
Woodbury  hospital,  Virginia. 

In  November  of  this  year  tlie  ladies  of  Marblclicad 
.supplied  a  table  at  a  fair  held  in  Boston  for  tlie  benefit 
of  sailors,  and  by  tlieir  efforts  alone  the  sum  of  one 
tliousand  tliree  hundred  dollars  vra.<  netted. 

vShortly  after  th.e  return  of  the  Eighth  RL^c^iment  from 
the  one  hundred  da}-s'  campaign,   Capt.    Samuel  C. 
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Graves  resigned  as  comniancler  of  the  Siittoii  Light 
Infantry,  and  organized  an  unattached  company.  This 
company  left  town  in  February,  1865,  and  was  stationed 
for  some  time  at  Fort  Warren  in  Boston  Harbor.  It 
was  then  ordered  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  where  it  remained 
several  months  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

We  have  written  only  of  the  companies  actually 
organized  or  enlisted  in  ]\Iarblehead.  But  it  is  impos- 
sible to  do  otherwise.  The  liistory  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  men  of  ]\Iarblehead  in  the  great  civil  war  can 
never  be  fully  written.  They  were  in  nearly  every 
regiment  that  went  from  ^Massachusetts.  In  every  battle 
of  importance,  from  Bull  Run  to  Appomattox  Court 
House,  they  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  ancestors 
and  of  IMarblehead. 

Where  all  are  brave,  instances  of 
individual  heroism  are  seldom  noticed.         *  '  j-^  '• 
But   the   bravery  of    William    Goss,  ,  ,  .  ■•. 

''Hacker,"  as  his  companions  called 
him,  a  private  soldier  from  Alarble- 
head,  deserves  special   mention  here.  :  ,  ■  '|~^ 

He  was  a   member   of   the  First 
^Massachusetts  Ca\'alry.    At  the  battle      ■     '     ^  ' 
of  James'  Island,  S.  C,  in  the  summer        wilham  goss. 
of  1862,  he  was  appointed  an  orderly  to  the  brigade 
commander.    During  the  impetuous  charge  upon  Fort 
Johnston  he  had  three  horses  shot  from  under  him  ; 
but  his  courage  was  undaunted.    After  the  battle,  he 
was  publicly  thanked  for  his  valorous  conduct,  and  was 
honorably   mentioned   in   the   general   orders   of  the 
commander-in-chief. 

There  were  other  sons  of  Marblehead  equal  1\"  as 
brave;  but  their  exjKTience  was  nut  unlike  tliat  ef 
thousands  who  sufiered  and  died  (or  the  nation.  A\'ith 
patient  endurance,  and  the  fortitude  of  martyrs,  they 
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drank  to  the  dregs  the  bitter  cup  of  war.  Through  the 
long  and  fatiguing  marches,  in  the  many  hard-fought 
battles,  and  in  the  hopeless  agony  of  life  in  the  death- 
fostering  prison-pens,  they  were  manly  and  true.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  more.  By  the  self-sacrificing  devo- 
tion of  heroes  like  these,  the  nation  was  saved. 

Throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  the  news  of 
every  Union  victor}^  was  announced  to  the  people  by 
the  merry  peal  of  tlie  church  bells  of  the  town.  On 
Saturday,  April  8,  1865,  news  was  received  of  the 
surrender  of  General  Lee,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the 
bells  rang  out  tlie  joyful  tidings.  The  event,  however, 
did  not  take  place  until  the  following  day.  On  Alonday, 
April  10,  the  citizens  formed  in  procession,  and,  headed 
by  a  band  of  music,  marched  through  the  principal 
streets  to  Lyceum  Hall,  where  addresses  of  congratula- 
tion were  delivered  by  Dr.  Briggs,  of  Salem,  and  other 
speakers.  In.  the  evening  many  of,  the  houses  were 
illuminated,  and  beacon  fires  were  lighted  on  the  hills 
in  honor  of  the  great  event. 

The  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  on  the  niglit 
of  April  14,  gave  a  tragic  eroding  to  one  of  the  greatest 
civil  wars  recorded  in  history.  In  ]\Iarblehead,  as  else- 
where throughout  the  country,  every  mark  of  respect 
was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  martyred  President. 
On  the  day  of  the  funeral  many  of  the  shoe  manufac- 
tories, private  residences  and  other  buildings,  were 
appropriately  draped  in  mourning ;  the  church  bells 
were  tolled,  and  public  services  were  held  at  the  Baptist 
Church,  where  an  address  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
George  W.  Patch. 

Thcnigh  actual  hostilities  ceased  in  April,  the  soldiers 
whi^  h:\(\  (/ulislerl  fc)]-  a  ser\-ic''  of  thrre  wars  were  n<.)t 
tH>eluirL.'><.l  uiiLil  June,  when  the  war  \N'as  considered  as 
finally  ended.    On  the  20th  of  that  month,  the  people 
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of  iNIarblehead  gave  a  reception  to  the  members  of  the 
Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  a  large  proportion  of 
whom  were  citizens  of  the  town.  This  battery  had 
been  engaged  in  all  the  most  important  battles  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  and  had  become  distinguished  for 
efficiency  and  bravery. 

On  the  4th  of  December  a  reception  was  given  to 
General  Kllj)atrick,  who  delivered  an  address  on  the 
steps  of  the  Town  House. 

During  the  war,  INIarblehead  furnished  for  the  army 
and  navy  oue  thousand  and  forty-eight  men,  which  was 
a  surplus  of  ninety-  ^ 
one  over  and  above 
all  demands.  Eip'ht 

o 

hundred  and  twen- 
ty seven  w^ere  in  the 
military  service, 
and  two  hundred 
and  t  w  e  n  t }'  -  o  n  e 
were  in  the  navy. 
Of  these,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  were 
killed  in  battle,  or 
died  from  wounds  and  sickness,  and  eighty-seven  were 
wounded,  many  of  whom  returned  home  only  to  die 
after  months,  and,  in  some  instances,  years  of  suffering. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  for  war  purposes 
by  the  town,  exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  .seven  thousand  eight 
liundrcd  dollars  and  sixty-fiw-  cents  was  raised  bv  the 
town  and  paid  t(,>  families  of  \-( )luriteers,  as  vStatc  aid, 
during  the  four  \-ears  of  llie  war.  This  sum  was 
afterward  refunded  by  the  Commonwealth. 


One  day  in  1862  as  Cnpt.  Richard  Phillips  vvr.s 
mnrchin.^  al  the  liead  of  his  company  through  the 
stret^ts  of  Newbern,  N.  C.,  a  woman  leaned  over 
a  hi;:ii  fence  and  waved  a  RchtA  flas^  directly  In 
front  of  hiin.  Captain  Phillips  -seized  the  flag  and 
brought  it  home  Us  a  trophy." 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Though  the  citizens  of  I^Jarblebead  did  not  take  so 
prominent  a  part  in  the  naval  service  of  the  country, 
during  the  civil  war,  as  in  the  wars  against  Great 
Britain,  the  record  of  those  who  enHsted  is,  as  a 
whole,  creditable  to  the  town. 

In  the  summer  of  1861,  Capt. 
IMichael  B.  Gregory  enlisted,  and  v/as 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  Charlestown 
Navy-yard.  After  a  service  of  several 
months,  during  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  promptness  and 
ability  in  fitting  out  government 
vessels,  he  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  ship  R. 
B.  Forbes.  This  ship  immediately 
sailed  on  a  brief  cruise  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  after 
which  Captain  Gregory  left  the  service  and  came  home. 

In  September,  Capt.  Josiah  P.  Creesy,  in  command  of 
the  United  States  ship  Ino,  sailed  on  a  cruise  in  the 
North  Atlantic.  The  commander  and  eighty  men  of 
the  crew  were  from  Marblehead.  In  January,  1862,  the 
Ino  returned,  and  on  the  19th  of  I'ebruary  sailed  on  a 
cruise  to  Cadiz.  The  passage  was  accomplished  in  a  few 
hours  owr  twelve  days,  ])L-in';- at  that  time  tlu-  (piickcst 
L'X'er  known  for  a  sailing  \'essel.  Inom  Cadiz,  Captain 
Creesy  sailed  up  the  straits  of   Gibraltar,  and  there 
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formed  a  blockade  for  the  Confederate  steamer  Sumptei'. 
He  subsequently  sailed  to  the  island  of  Tangiers,  ]\Io- 
rocco,  and  captured  two  Confederate  officers,  who  were 
made  prisoners  of  war.  They  were  sent  to  Fort  Warren, 
Boston  Harbor,  in  the  bark  Harvest  j\Ioon.  Captain 
Creesy  returned  in  June,  1862,  and  resigned  his  com- 
mission. 


Graves,  of  ^larblehead.    He  enlisted      v  ^; 
onboard  the  United  States  ship  Ino, 
August    23,    1S61,    as   a   first-class         ;  \\^/ 
boy.     Soon  after,  he  was  appointed  A'^' 
paymaster's  clerk  on  board  the  Ino,  and  " 
subsequently  held  the  same  position  ^-^p"^-  J^^^^"  ''•  '^^^f^sv. 
on  board  the  receiving  ship  Ohio,  and  the  United  States 
steamer  Albatross.    While  attached  to  this  steamer  he 
was  detailed  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  provisions. 
Returning  on   Ixiard    the   United    vStates  sloop-of-war 
Riclimond,  it  was  found  tluit  Admiral  Farragut  was 
blockaded  by  tlie  enemy  above  Port  Hudson.    To  es- 
tablish communication  with  the  fleet,  volunteers  were 
called  for,  and  Mr.  Oraves  with  several  others  responded 
and  crossed  a  dangerc^us  })oint  then  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.    The    expcditiun  was  successfully  conducted, 
though,  with  great  danger,  the  men  being  obliged  to 
walk  about  tv;o  niilus  in  water  waist  deep.    For  his 
participation  in  tliis  ex|)L'dition  he  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of    assistant    ])a>- master,  and    ordered  to  the 
United  vStates  steamer  Rndolph.     While  attem])ting  to 
engage  a  fori  dY  ];;,i!:ei\-  Rix'ei,  near  M(.];ik\  AUi.,  a  f-.-v.- 
(la\-s  liefore   ihf-  surremier  .>1  tliat  eitv,  A]>ri]   r,   i  Sm^, 
llie  l\iK!<*![»ii  v,\->  de>iro\<.il   i)\    ;i  l()r|)e<l(>.      Mr,  (ii'a\es 
succeeded  in  >a\-inL;  all   Ills  books,  ])apers  and  nii»ne\\ 


One  of  the  officers  deserving  of 
especial  mention  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance  of   duty  is  ^Mr.  James  C. 
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and  for  this  service  received  the  thanks  of  the  War 
Department.  He  was  honorably  discharged  INIay  2, 
1867,  after  having  served  six  consecutive  years  in  the 
United  States  navy. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1S61,  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Greg- 
ory, and  his  brother  Capt.  William  D.  Gregory,  enlisted 
in  the  navy,  and  were  assigned  to  duty*  on  board  the 
gunboat  K.  B.  Hale,  then  lying  in  New  York  Harbor. 
While  getting  ready  for  sea,  and  daily  expecting  sailing 

.  x^^Sr^'X  orders,  they  were  summarily  dismissed 
/  I        from  the   service.     An  investigation 

^^-^  4  proved  that  a  few  of  their  personal  ene- 
1  \    v^    mies   in    ]\Iarblehead    had  preferred 

■  :  charges  of  disloyalty  against  them  to 

V  >  the  secretary  of  the  navy.    Upon  as- 

!  certaining  the  origin  of  these  charges, 

%j  "     the    brothers    at    once   returned  to 

CAPT.  WM.  D.  GREGORY.    I\I arblchcad. 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  town,  a  large  and  enthu- 
siastic meeting  of  the  citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  was 
.held  at  Uyceun.i  Hall,  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
severely  condemning  the  action  of  tliose  who  had  pre- 
ferred the  charges,  and  expressing  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  integrity  and  loyalty  of  the  injured  oflicers. 
Armed  with  the  record  of  this  meeting,  and  with  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  nearly  every  legal  voter  in  ]\Iarblehead, 
the  brothers  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  were  at  once 
reinstated  in  the  service.  Their  commissions  were 
dated  October  3,  1861,  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Gregory  being 
assigned  to  tlie  command  of  tlie  United  States  .steamer 
Western  World,  and  Capt.  William  D.  Gregory  to  the 
United  States  ship  Bohio. 

Both  voscls  liad  several  ^hirl^leliead  sailors  on  board. 
They  sailed  from  New  York  liarbor  on  the  ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1S62. 
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On  the  7th  of  February,  while  cruising  on  the  coast 
of  Louisiana,  Capt.  William  D.  Gregory  discovered  a 
schooner  sailing  under  a  British  flag.  He  immediately 
gave  chase,  and  on  overtaking  the  stranger  found  her 
to  be  the  Confederate  schooner  Eugenie  Smith,  bound 
from  Havana  to  IMatamoras,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of 
colfee,  soap,  dry  goods  and  other  articles.  She  was  put 
in  charge  of  a  prize-master,  and  sent  to  the  United 
States  District  Court,  at  Key  West,  Fla.  The  officers 
and  crew  were  placed  on  board  tlie  United  States  steam- 
er Rhode  Island,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Immediately  after  forwarding  his  prize  to  the  proper 
authorities,  Captain  Gregory  sailed  for  the  Southwest 
Pass,  at  the  moutli  of  the  ^Mississippi  River,  Vvhcre  he 
arrived  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  I\Iarch  7.  On 
his  arrival  he  was  informed  that  the  captain  of  a  United 
States  ship  whicli  arrived  the  day  before,  had  fallen  in 
with,  and  boarded  a  suspicious  looking  schooner  sailing 
under  an  Eu.glish  flag  and  register  ;  but  after  an  exami- 
nation of  her  papers  had  allowed  her  to  proceed  on  lier 
vova£>'e. 

Ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longitude  in  which  the 
strange  schooner  had  been  seen.  Captain  Gregor)-  ob- 
tained permission  to  cruise  for  her,  and  at  eleven  o'clock, 
p.^i.,  the  Bohio  was  under  way.  At  five  o'clock  tlie 
next  morning  a  sail  was  discovered  on  the  lee  bow.  Ail 
drawing  sails  were  at  once  set  on  board  the  Bohio,  and 
the  captain  gave  directions  to  "keep  off"  for  the 
stranger.  Noticing  tliat  he  was  pursued,  the  com- 
mander of  the  strange  vessel  set  all  sails  and  an  exciting 
chase  en.sued.  The  stranger  proved  to  be  a  fast  saik-r, 
and  it  was  will)  ditTicuiU-  that  the  I'ohio  keni  u]'  v.''.:i 
he-r.  At  i-:-'':  ^-'i-'-.'':.  a.m.,  a  shot  \va^  fiw-A  fr. 'iii 
Btihio  \v:\\\  ^  .'.^vi.  Ai  noon,  finding  lliat  iIk-  sir.tr;.'^  r 
wa.s  steadil)-  c)Ul->ai!in.g  him,  Ca])tain  Ow'^ovy  r^-«'i\cd 
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to  capture  her  if  possible,  by  stratagem.  Several  bar- 
rels were  placed  upon  the  deck,  and  upon  these  about 
twelve  feet  of  stovepipe  were  fastened  for  a  smoke-stack. 
The  precaution  having  been  taken  to  place  sand  in  the 
bottom  of  the  lower  barrel,  a  fire  w^as  started  with  bits 
of  rope,  old  junk,  tar  and  other  materials,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  smoke  began  to  pour  out  of  the  funnel  in  fine 
style.  .  The  men  were  constantly  employed  in  wetting 
the  sails,  anol  as  the  wind  filled  them,  and  the  speed  of 
the  ship  increased,  the  stratagem  had  the  desired  effect. 
The  schooner  "  hove  to  "  at  about  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  and 
surrendered.  She  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  schoon- 
.  er  Henry  Travers  of  New  Orleans,  sailing  under  a 
British  register. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  stated  that  when  he  per- 
ceived the  Bohio  getting  up  steam,  as  he  supposed,  and 
saw  how  fast  she  was  gaining  on  him,  he  considered  it 
useless  to  try  to  out-sail  a  steamship.  He  therefore  held 
a  consultation  with  his  officers,  and  was  advised  by  his 
mate  to  surrender,  "  as  the  Yankees  would  certain!}' 
blow  the  schooner  out  of  the  water,  after  chasing  her 
so  far." 

Captain  Gregory  cruised  for  several  months  in  Missis- 
sippi Sound,  capturing  prizes,  and  effectively  putting  an 
end  to  blockade  running  in  that  vicinity.  He  continued 
in  command  of  the  Bohio  until  midsummer,  1862,  when 
he  resigned  and  retired  from  the  service. 

The  ]\Iarblehead  sailors  on  board  the  Bohio  were  dis- 
tinguished at  all  times  for  their  daring  and  bravery. 
During  the  summer  of  1S63,  the  United  States  sloop-of- 
war  Preble,  lying  in  Pensacola  Bay,  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire.  The  officers  and  crew  were  panic-stricken, 
and  in  their  L-fio]-t>  to  >ave  tlie  ship,  >cenn(.-cl  unconscious 
of  ihc-ir  uwn  peril.  'J'Ik-  fne  was  r.i]ii(l]y  c:Uing  towards 
the  powder  niaL^azine,  which  had  been  filled  the  day 
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before,  when  a  boat-load  of  men  from  tlie  Boliio  boarded 
the  burning  ship.  With  ahnost  superhuman  exertions 
they  succeeded  in  extricating  the  crew  from  their  per- 
ilous situation.  In  many  instances  they  were  obliged  to 
push  the  men  overboard  to  be  picked  up  by  the  boats. 
Just  as  the  last  man  was  removed,  the  magazine  ex- 
ploded. The  heroism  displayed  by  the  men  of  the 
Bohio  was  long  the  subject  of  conversation,  and  they 
were  rewarded  by  the  approbation  of  their  officers,  and 
the  gratitude  of  the  men  whose  lives  they  had  preserved.^ 

During  all  tliis  time,  the  armed  steamer  Western 
World,  mider  command  of  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Gregory^ 
was  doing  effective  service  on  the  vSouthern  coast.  After 
leaving  New  York  Harbor,  in  January,  1S62,  Captain 
Gregory  was  ordered  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  where  he  •  [\ 
arrived  after  a  passage  of  six  days.  '  ■      '  ^. 

Three    days   after   his    arrival,  the 
Western  World,  with  four  other  gun-  ~  - 

boats,  was  ordered  u}:>  St.  Augustine  • 
River,    On  tlieir  arrival,  they  fell  in  ^ 
with  a  Confederate  fleet  under  Com-     '  ' 
modore  Tatnall,  and  a  spirited  engage-     capt.  s.  b.  gregorv. 
ment  took  place.    Little  damage  was  done  on  either 
side  ;  but  the  Union  sailors  succeeded  in  disconnecting 
the  telegraph  wires  between  the  city  of  Savannah  and 
Fort   Pulaski,  which  was  situated  on  a  point  at  the 
mouth  of  Savannah  River. 

During  the  month  of  I'ebruary,  while  arrangements 
were  being  made  for  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski,  the 

^  T))e  Marlik'iK-a'i  sailurs  enqa-f'l  in  tliis  act  of  heroism  were  William  P. 
IHi::^iriMrc.  J'.l;n  ll.falrs.  M-^.^n  !!.  ^wcct.  A>aW.  S.Kix,  Jjanicl  1  tciu^i- ..r.  : 
J-.-hn  t  •!>  :ku     Mr,  i  »i:!>ni"rf,  v,       •  v;  i  '.':.<:  ..r-       ..(  iiua>rcr's  v.;:.U-  >iu  '■  .:• 
tlie  i!. •;•.!<•.  was  rcl-.:r:!"!u;  r.-.M"..-  .-n  '.      ; ' :  v   'i-'-r;  A      :  n 

she  l'ouu..k-rc  i  at  soa.  I  )c,;ciiitKr  22,  i.Sr.4.  Ih-  fsc^;,,  .1.  }.ur  all  his  v'l  .th- 
ing, ?in.}  the  entire  ani-iuiit  ui'  money  received  f^  r  his  ihiec  Vv.irs'  .-ervicc. 
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Western  World  and  the  gunboat  E.  B.  Hale  were  or- 
dered to  proceed  up  Mud  River.  On  the  15th  of  the 
same  month,  they  again  fell  in  with  the  Confederate 
fleet  under  Commodore  Tatnall.  xA.fter  a  battle  of  an 
hour  and  a  half  in  duration  several  of  the  rebel  gun- 
boats were  crippled  and  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  retreat. 

Captain  Gregory  remained  with  his  steamer  in  ]\Iud 
River  until  the  loth  of  April,  when  the  attack  upon 
Fort  Pulaski  took  place.  After  the  battle  he  sailed 
down  the  river  and  his  officers  had  the  honor  of  raising 
the  stars  and  stripes  on  the  fort,  the  first  time  that  hon- 
ored emblem  had  waved  there  since  the,  beginning  of 
the  war. 

On  returning  to  Port  Royal,  the  Western  World  and 
three  other  gunboats,  were  placed  under  command  of 
Commander  Prentiss,  and  ordered  to  Wingaw  Bay. 
While  there,  they  sailed  on  an  expedition  up  the  South 
Santee  River,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad 
bridge  connecting  Savannah  with  Richmond,  Va.  The 
river  v\'as  very  slioal,  however,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  abandon  the  enterprise.  On  their  return,  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  them  from  a  battery  which  had  been 
placed  on  Blake's  Plantation,  by  the  side  of  the  river. 
The  gunboats  returned  tlie  fire,  and  a  lively  fight  ensued. 
The  enemy  were  at  length  driven  off,  but  not  until  a 
large  number  of  them  had  been  killed,  and  several  men 
on  board  the  srunboats  had  been  wounded.  The  owner 
of  the  plantation  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and 
quite  wealthy,  owning  about  fourteen  hundred  slaves. 
During  the  skirmish,  the  slaves  llocked  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  for  protection,  and  about  twelve  hundred  of 
them  were  taken  on  board  the  gunboats  as  contral)ands 
uf  war.''  On  landing,  the  sailors  set  fire  to  tlie  rice 
hou-;es,  which  tlie  enemy  had  used  as  a  shelter  during 
the  attack.    I'hev  also  burned  about  seven  hundred 
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vStacks  of  rice,  containing  about  eight  hundred  bushels 
in  each  stack. 

In  September  the  Western  Workl  was  ordered  to 
Doboy  Sound,  Georgia,  where  there  was  about  fifteen 
miles  of  coast  to  guard.  A  company  of  colored  men 
was  formed  for  picket  duty,  and  stationed  on  an  island 
in  the  Sound.  During  the  month  this  company  was 
attacked  .  by  a  company  of  Confederates,  but  with  the 
aid  of  the  marines,  and  a  company  of  sailors  from 
the  Western  World,  the  enemy  were  repulsed  and  driven 
from  the  island.  In  the  engagement  the  captain  of  the 
colored  company  was  killed. 

While  the  Western  World  was  on  duty  at  Doboy 
Sound,  the  crew  rose  against  the  captain,  and  organized 
one  of  the  most  serious  mutinies  that  took  place  during 
the  entire  period  of  tlie  war.  One  evening  late  in  the 
month  of  October,  as  Captain  Gregory  appeared  on 
the  spar  deck  of  his  steamer,  he  found  nearly  the  entire 
crew  of  one  hundred  men  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  him.  He  was  informed  tliat  they  refused  to 
serve  under  liim  any  longer,  and  desired  the  executive 
officer,  Islr.  Pettengill,  for  their  commander.  With  rare 
presence  of  mind.  Captain  Gregory  reminded  them  that 
he  was  in  command  of  the  steamer,  and  ordered  them 
to  return  to  their  duty.  Finding  that  they  refused  to 
obey  him,  he  called  the  Marblehead  sailors  and  a  few 
otliers  who  had  not  joined  the  mutiny  to  his  assistance, 
and  stationed  them  as  a  guard  in  various  parts  of  the 
steamer.  He  then  read  the  law  concerning  mutiny,  and 
after  explaining  its  provisions,  and  the  consequences 
attending  its  violation,  requested  all  who  were  ready  to 
return  to  their  dut\-,  to  step  "al)aft  the  mainmast."  To 
his  surprise  evev\'  man  did  as  Ik-  requested.  Nearly  all 
the  ofhccrs  s\ mpalliizcd  with  the  mutlnw  When  ICxec- 
utix'c  Officer  l\'ltL'n''ill  was  ordered  to  arm  liinr^elf  and 
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assist  the  commander,  he  refused  to  obey.  On  being  or- 
dered a  second  time,  he  obeyed,  but  with  great  reluctance. 

iVscertainimj  that  PettencriH  was  the  chief  instio-ator 
of  the  mutiny,  Captain  Gregory  placed  him  under  ar- 
rest, and  reported  the  case  to  Admiral  Dupont.  The 
Western  World  was  at  once  ordered  to  Boston,  where, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Admiral  Dupont, 
charges  were  preferred  against  Pettengill,  and  forwarded 
to  Washington.  Pettengill  was  tried  by  a  court-martial 
at  the  Charlestown  Navy-yard,  and  convicted  on  all  the 
charges.  He  was  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  for 
six  months  at  hard  labor,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  imprisonment  to  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

In  March,  1863,  the  Western  World  was  ordered  to 
Newport  News,  Va.,  to  join  the  squadron  under  command 
of  Rear-admiral  I^ee.  The  steamer  was  then  ordered  to 
Guinn's  Island,  in  the  Piankatank  River,  for  the  purpose 
of  intercepting  blockade  runners  who  Vv^ere  supplying 
the  city  of  Richmond  with  flour  and  other  articles.  So 
effectively  was  this  service  performed,  that  nearly  every 
blockade  runner  was  captured,  and  the  price  of  flour 
advanced  in  the  city  of  Richmond  from  sixty  dollars  to 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  barrel.  The  suffering 
and  inconvenience  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  breadstuffs 
at  length  became  so  great  that  JelTerson  Davis,  President 
of  the  Confederate  States,  offered  a  reward  for  the 
capture  of  Samuel  B.  Gregory,  commander  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Western  World.  Influenced  by  this  offer, 
and  perhaps  a  desire  to  be  revenged,  a  band  of  twelve 
men  secreted  themselves  in  ambusli,  and  mistaking  the 
commander  of  another  United  vStates  gunboat  for  Cap- 
tain Grcgorx-,  sliot  and  killed  the  former,  as  he  was 
passing  u]>  tlu;  r\wv  in  his  gig. 

TliL  succL'S.-iiil  inaiuicr  in  wliicli  Ca[)tain  (jrugorx- 
controlled  the  mutiny  on   board   tlie   Western  World, 


'i!i',r,/:n,-.;  im 


OF  MARBI^EHEAD.  413 

gave  great  satisfaction  to  his  superior  officers.  When, 
therefore,  the  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Perry 
became  mutinous,  in  the  autumn  of  1863,  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  transferred  him  to  the  command  of  her.  On 
taking  command,  Captain  Gregory  adopted  a  hrm  but 
conciliatory  polic)'  towards  the  crew,  and  in  a  short 
time  they  were  working  together  in  harmony.  While 
cruising  in  this  steamer  about  Murrell's  Island,  vSoutli 
Carolina,  Captain  Gregory  discovered  a  schooner  loading 
for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade.  A  boat's  crew 
were  at  once  dispatched  to  fire  her,  but  their  retreat  was 
cut  off  by  a  company  of  Confederate  cavalry,  and  they 
were  all  taken  prisoners. 

Captain  Gregory  subsequently  commanded  the  United 
States  steamer  Pautumskey  ;  the  iron  double-propeller 
Don  ;  and  the  steamer  Currituck.  In  the  last  steamer 
he  was  stationed  on  the  Potomac  River  until  tlie  close 
of  the  war. 

The  record  of  the  services  of  this  distinguished  com- 
mander must  close  the  history  of  ^larblehead  in  tlie  cix'il 
war.  Ivike  their  brethren  who  served  as  privates  in  tlie 
army,  the  citizens  of  ]\Iarblehead  who,  as  common  sailors 
or  inferior  officers,  helped  to  man  the  gunboats  of  the 
navy,  were  celebrated  for  their  ability  and  the  faithful 
performancL-  of  duty.  We  cannot  follow  them  all.  Suf- 
fice it  to  sa\-,  in  the  words  of  one  who  had  man\'  of  them 
under  his  command :  "  They  were  snuart  and  Ijrave  and 
as  true  as  steel.'' 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

During  the  war,  and  tlie  years  iinmediately  follcAviiig- 
its  close,  the  shoe  business  of  ]Marblehead  was  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  it  had  ever  been  before.  With 
the  introduction  of  the  ]\IcKay  sewing-machine,  a  divi- 
sion of  labor  became  necessary,  and  the  entire  system  of 
manufacturing-  shoes  was  revolutionized.  All  work  was 
now  performed  in  the  factories,  and  instead  of  the  old 
system  under  which  bo>'S  were    taught    a  thorough. 

knowledge  of  shoemak" 
ing  as  a  trade,  tliey 
were  taught  simply  to 
be  proficient  in  some 
particular  branch  of 
the  work. 

By    the  improved 
method  of  .manufactur- 
ing, thousands  of  cases 
of  boots  and  shoes  were 
made  in  a  nnich  shorter 
time  than  it  had  for- 
merly taken  to  produce 
as  many  hundreds. 
The  divisions  of  labor  increased  also,  v/illi  each  ikv 
invention.,  until  a  sln;i:^-le  slioe  in  tlie  j)ri:)C(.  ss  ol  con^  [ruc- 
tion ])a^S'jd  tlirou.L;h  the   hands  oi   thirt\---^ix  cliliL-rcnt 
persons. 
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As  the  business  increased  and  became  remunerative 
the  effect  was  apparent  in  the  improved  condition  of 
the  town.  Large  buildings  were  erected  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  depot  for  manufacturing  purposes,  while  hand, 
some  residences  in  various  parts  of  the  town  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Efforts  had  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  establish 
more  direct  railroad  communication  between  jMarblehead 
and  Boston.  In  1847,  William  Fabens,  Eben  B.  Phil- 
lips, Increase  H.  Brown  and  their  associates,  were 
granted  an  act  of  incorporation  as  the  "  ]\Iarblehead  and 
Lynn  Branch  Railroad  Company."  The  route  of  the 
proposed  road  was  from  a  point  on  South  street  in  ^lar- 
blehead,  southwesterly  through  the  farms  near  the  sea- 
shore, and  westerly  through  the  village  of  Swampscott, 
connecting  with  the  Eastern  Railroad  at  Lynn.  The 
entire  aUxiount  of  the  capital  stock  was  not  su])scribed, 
however,  and  the  project  was  abandoned. 

The  increasing  prosperity  of  the  town  after  the  close 
of  the  war  seemed  to  warrant  another  attempt,  and  in 
1865-,  Messrs.  John  F.  Harris,  Jonathan  H.  Orne  and 
others,  obtained  a  charter  for  the  organization  of  a 
company.  The  project  was  received  with  favor  by  a 
majority  of  the  citizens,  and  in  September,  1.866,  the 
town  voted  to  petition  the  legislature  for  the  privilege 
of  subscribing  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  company.  Tlie 
permission  was  obtained  ;  but  with  the  provision  that 
the  credit  of  tlie  town  shoukl  not  be  granted  in  aid  of 
the  railroad  except  by  a  two-thirds'  vote  of  a  legal  town 
meetirig. 

During  tlie  same  year,  the  citizens  of  Swampscott 
petitioned  the  countv  commissioners  to  lav  out  an  ave- 
nue fr*i!n  Sv.ain]^^-C(>tt  to  I\[ar])lehea(],  terjuinating  at  the 
Neck  lino.  Tlii.^  measure  was  nut  popular  in  Maii)ic- 
head,  and  as  the  advocates  of  the  avenue  were  generally 
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sioners  and  protest  a<..Sst        K    ,  r 

tlie  fono..i„:;Lr     '  "P""'  during 

The  conditions  imposed  hv       i    •  ■> 

fx-ceeda-no,,  difficult  or  U,e  U™  t!  ""'^^"^ 
i»  -id  of  the  railroad.    SVrZ      ,  ^PP^'^P^^^e  :uo„e>- 
meetings  had  been  hold   tZ  ■  ""'"^^'^^^^"1  town 

-as  obtained,  and  h    '1  ^  .^""'^^  '^™^'-ds'  vote 

appropriated  for  the  pu  Z  ofl  T f ^^"^^ 
■  tlie  capita]  stock     This  l^T'         ^      "'''""^  ^''''^''^'^  of 

f-ed  at  a  sub;e,:it  ::;::\trr  ^^'^^ 

lost.  Finally,  in  -^n^n.cf  ,q_  "J  ^'"^  '»°tion  was 
jts  bonds  to  tl'e  a^;^;;;^:;  tent"' fir^r'""';^  ^^^"^ 
m  aid  of  the  construction  and  ,  "'""'^  ^'^'"'-"-^^ 

.  -ceiving  as  collateral  s    ^  t  j^rr  °' 
of  the  con^panv.    This  vote  ''""''S^S^  bonds 

however,  as  the  E^T^^:!;:^^:^"^^^  ^^^^  .H,., 

the  construction  of  the  road  u  H  ""dertook 
*o  the  original  petitioner         "  ^-"^-d 

'-e-  wanting  in  in.portllTt  :^:Z''V'' 
were  la.d  out  in  various  parts  of  tl^  '  '  ' 

in.proven.ents  were  nnde  b  ^Teat 
wirl.,„-.,„    /'5'"''de  h>  removing  buildings  and 
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-clemn.  several  of  the  older  highways' 
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During  the  vear  1866  another  hand-en o-ine,  known  as 
the  "  A.  Pickett,"  was  added  to  the  fire  department. 
On  the  27th  of  June  of  the  same  year,  a  serious  fire 
broke  out  on  Prospect  street,  destroying  a  brick  rope 
factor}^  and  several  wooden  buiklings.  In  xA.ugust,  two 
other  fires  occurred  and  several  buildings  on  the  wharves 
were  destroyed. 

On  the  niglit  of  PVbruary  5,  1867,  the  town  narrow4y 
escaped  a  destructive  conflagration.  A  fire  broke  out  in 
the  shoe  manufactory  of  Joseph  Harris  &  Sons  on  Pleas- 
ant street,  destroying  the  building,  together  with  the 
Baptist  Church  and  the  dwelling-house  of  Increase  H. 
Brown.  The  flames  were  communicated  to  several  other 
buildings  in  the  vicin-  1  ' 

ity,  but    the   fire  was  '  " . 

fortunately  controlled 
before    doinor    further   .  , 

damage.  |'       "      "  ^         '  ;i  '^^ 

The  work  of  rebuild-    ]^  '   '  ' 

ino-  beo-an  eaidv  in  tlie       ,  ,        ,  ~ 

spring.   A  commodious         -z-^^  .---' 
factory  was  erected  by  hinckley  i-.uilding. 

]\Iessrs.  Harris.  &  vSons  on  Elm  street,  and  the  I^aptist 
Society  erected  a  new. church  on  the  site  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  their  old  house  of  worship.  On  the  14th  of 
October,  eight  men  at  work  on  the  new  church  edifice 
were  tln'own  to  the  ground  by  the  breaking  away  of  a 
staging;.  One  man  was  killed  instantly  and  another 
died  from  liis  injuries  after  several  days  of  extreme 
suft'ering. 

The  custom  of  decorating  the  graves  of  soldiers  with 
fltnvers  \\-a.-^  ol^sv-rwd  in  Alarblcliead  for  the  first  time  on 
the   i^tli   k:{  Juik-.    iSt),S.   untl'.-r   the  au.^pices   nf  llic 

Sol^iicv.-'  and  Seniors'  l.  niv)n  LL-ague.''  XcarK'  e\\-ry 
organization    in  town  participated  in   tlie  procession. 
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The  exercises,  which  took  place  on  the  Common,  con- 
sisted of  an  oration  by  William  B.  Brown,  Esq.,  an 
address  by  the  Rev.  William  G.  Haskell,  and  the  reading 
of  a  poem  written  for  the  occasion  by  ]\Ir.  Benjamin  K. 
Prentiss,  of  Lynn,  a  native  of  IMarblehead.  The  proces- 
sion then  marched  to  the  several  cemeteries,  where  the 
graves  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  defense  of 
their  country  were  reverently  decorated.  This  beautiful 
custom  has  been  annually  observed  on  the  30th  of  IMay, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  "  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic." 

The  most  notable  events  of  this  year,  besides  the 
usual  excitement  attending  a  presidential  election,  were 
the  organization  of  the  Liberty  Hose  Company,  and  the 
action  of  the  town  in  authorizing  the  lighting  of  the 
public  streets  at  night. 

Little  of  importance  marked  the  passage  of  the  year 
1869.  Two  prominent  local  organizations  w^ere  char- 
tered, however :  John  Goodwin,  Jr.,  Post  82,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,"  and  "  Ozias  Encampment,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows." 

During  the  following  year,  Unit)-  Degree  Lodge, 
Daughters  of  Rebekah,  and  Neptune  Lodge,  No.  31, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  were  organized. 

In  187 1,  the  town  voted  to  purchase  a  new  steam 
fire-engine,  which  resulted  in  a  controversy  among  the 
firemen  as  to  which  company  should  have  the  custody 
of  the  new  machine.  At  the  annual  ^larch  meetino-, 
the  citizens  elected  a  board  of  firewards,  in  accordance 
with  the  time-honored  custom  of  the  town.  This  action 
was  resisted  by  the  board  of  selectmen,  who  appointed 
another  set  of  firewards,  and  claimed  that  the  election 
by  the  citizens  was  illegal.  The  question  was  finally 
carried  befure  llu-  courts,  and  a  tleci^iun  was  rendered 
dechiring  llie  eleelion  ]>}'  liie  peuple  the  onl\'  legal 
method  of  ap})oint]nent. 
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The  new  engine  arrived  on  the  8th  of  September,  and 
was  subsequently  placed  in  charge  of  the  General  Glov- 
er Fire  Association. 

The  Marblehead  vSavings  Bank  was  incorporated 
early  in  the  year  with  John  F.  Harris,  as  president, 
Michael  J.  Doak,  secretary,  and  William  Gilley,  treas- 
urer. In  December  a  new  local  newspaper  known  as 
the  Marblehead  ■Messenger  made  its  appearance. 

On  New  Year's  night,  1872,  the  hre  department  made 
a  grand  demonstration  in  honor  of  the  satisfactory 
ending  of  the  controversy  concerning  the  new  steam 
fire-engine.  After  a  torchlight  procession  about  town, 
the  various  companies  assembled  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Glover  Fire  Association,  where  a  dinner  was  served. 
The  Marblehead  Steam  Fire  Association  v;as  orc^anized 

o 

on  the  same  evenino-. 

o 

On  the  8th  of  July,  a  new  church  edifice,  which  had 
been  erected  a  short  time  before  on  Gregory  street  by 
the  Roman  Catholics,  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Soon 
after,  a  parsonage  vvas  erected  on  the  same  site,  for  the 
use  of  the  parish  priest. 

During  the  month  of  August,  "  ]\Ianataug  Tribe 
Improved  Order  of  Red  l\Ien  "  was  organized. 

The  year  1S73  was  one  of  the  most  eventful  in  the 
annals  of  the  town.  Early  in  the  winter,  several  per- 
sons were  reported  sick  with  the  small-pox,  and  great 
excitement  prevailed  among  the  people.  The  first  to 
die  with  the  disease  was  ]Mr.  George  Hatch,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  a  gentleman  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  the  connnunity.  vShortly  after,  a 
house  on  Water  street  was  taken  for  a  small-pox  hospital, 
and  sex'eral  pL-rsous  were  i^^kiced  tlicre  for  trc-atmcnt. 
The  maiKi!.^v:mcnl  of  this  hosi-iU']  was  not  >ati>lacti >r\' 
to  the  cilixcus,  and  a  con Iri 'Wi >)•  oUMK'd  wliicli  con- 
tinued until  the  cloise  of  the  annual  town  meetinii'. 

o 
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On  Thursday  moniiiig,  September  11,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  a  stable  on  Darling  street,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Thomas  T.  Paine,  and  before  it  could  be  extinguished 
a  large  hotel  on  Washington  street,  known  as  the 
"  Manataug  House,"  and  a  dvv-elling-house  adjoining, 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  Samuel  Homan,  were  de- 
stroyed. Several  other  buildings  in  the  vicinit*y  were 
badly  damaged. 

On  ^Monday,  October  19,  the  new  railroad  from  Mar- 
blehead  to  I^ynn,  knosvn  as  the  Swampscott  Branch,  was 
opened  for  travel,  and  the  event  was  celebrated  in  an 
appropriate  manner.  Five  hundred  citizens  were  con- 
veyed over  the  route  in  the  first  train,  and  on  its  return 
a  grand  dinner  was  served  at  Allerton  Hall.  The  ]\Iar- 
blehead  Band  was  in  attendance,  and  speeches  were 
made  by  many  of  the  prominent  citizens  and  invited 
guests. 

The  year  1874  opened  with  a  gloomy  prospect  for 
the  people  of  ^Marblehead.  The  shoe  business  was  suf- 
fering from  the  effects  of  the  great  financial  panic  of 
1873,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  laboring  population 
•  were  out  of  employment.  As  the  year  advanced,  and 
the  business  depression  continued,  .a  "Citizens'  Relief 
Association  "  was  organized  for  the  assistance  of  those 
in  distress.  The  people  responded  generously  to  every 
appeal  made  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers,  and  the  distress 
was  alleviated. 

At  the  annual  ^larch  meeting  of  this  year,  William 
B.  Brown,  Esq.,  who  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  committee  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  declined  a 
reelection.  As  soon  as  his  determination  was  made 
known  to  the  citizens  tlic  folh^wiri^i;  resohition  was  unaii- 
imousU-  arlopk-d 

1 1  V/(rt(!\,   Our  ])cl<)\-cd  fellow  citizen,  William  1). 
Brown,  has  served  his  nati\'e  town  as  a  mem])er  of  tlie 


422  THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

School  Coinmittce  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-five 
years ;  as  chairman  of  the  Board,  writing  the  annual 
report,  and  giving  most  freely  of  his  time,  his  intelli- 
gence and  his  hearty  sympathy  to  the  canse  of  education 
in  our  midst,  without  one  cent  of  remuneration,  even  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  pecuniary  interest  and  bodily  health  ; 
And  Whereas,  for  the  present  high  standing  of  our 
public  schools  Vv^e  gratefully  acknovvledge  a  large  in- 
debtedness for  his  direct  personal  efforts,  therefore,  be 
it  — 

^'Resolved:  That  w^e,  the  citizens  of  jMarblehead,  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  do  hereby  vote  him  our  most 
hearty  thanks,  for  these  rare  and  invaluable  services." 

On  the  night  of  April  14,  a  dwelling-house  on  Reed's 
Hill,  ov/ned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  John  vStewart,  caught 
fire  and  w^as  partially  destroyed,  x^fter  the  fire  was 
extinguished,  it  was  discovered  that  j\Iiss  Amy  Stewart 
had  lost  her  life  from  suffocation  in  attempting  to  escape 
from  her  room.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  the  loss  of 
human  life  at  a  fire  since  the  settlement  of  the  town. 

On  tlie  25th  of  April  tlie  old  "  Cohimbian  Building," 
on  Washington  street,  was  burned  to  the  ground.  At  a 
town  meeting  held. on  Wednesday,  r\Iay  27,  Mr.  James 
J.  H.  Gregory  donated  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
to  the  town,  to  be  iised  as  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which 
is  to  be  applied  once  in  four  years  to  promote  the  moral, 
mental  and  physical  welfare  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
method  of  investment  for  this  purpose,  is  to  be  decided 
by  a  connnittee  consisting  of  the  chairman  of  the  se- 
lectmen, tlie  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  and  all 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel  settled  over  religious  socie- 
ties in  the  town. 

On  Prid;iv,  ()CLu!)cr  2,  the  first  aiinu:il  ])arade  of  the 
fire  dL4)aUiucni  u-uk  [ilacc.  ]-{\-cry  associatiun  in  the  de- 
partment participated  in  the  procession.    All  the  engine 
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houses  and  many  private  residences  were  elaborately 
decorated  with  flao-s  and  buntino^.  In  the  afternoon 
there  was  a  trial  of  hand-engines,  and  a  race  between 
the  Liberty  Hose  Company  and  Washington  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company. 

During  the  yQRT  the  selectmen  were  formally  notified 
that  jNIr.  Benjamin  Abbot,  who  died  in  Boston  in  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  had  bequeathed  all  the  residue  of  his 
property,  after  the  payment  of  several  other  legacies, 
to  the  town  of  Txlarblehead.  The  property  consisted  of 
United  States  bonds  and  other  securities  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  and  three  thousand  dollars  J  The  will 
of  the  donor  concluded  as  follows  :  "I  have  made  this 
provision  for  the  town  of  ?^Iar- 
blehead  because  it  was  my  1:)irth- 
place.  And  it  is  my  desire  that 
a  building  shall  be  erected  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  . ---^-^  ^ '■  'f 

of  said  town;   but  I  do  not  V-''' 
intend  to  limit  the  use  of  the      'H'    ,  K 
legacy  to  that  purpose  or  to         ; ;  / 
impose  conditions  which  would  %  ^ ^ 

prevent  the  use.  of  it  for  such  '  ^     "       ~  'v 

other  general  objects  as  the  citi-  benjamin  abbot. 

zcns  of  said  town  may  determine  upon  in  their  discre- 
tion. I  desire  that  my  name  shall  always  be  attached 
to  said  fund.'' 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1875,  ^  town  meeting  was 
held  at  Lyceum  Hall,  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 

'r>ENjA.MiN  AiiKOT,  tlic  donor  of  this  munificent  gift,  was  horn  in  Marhlc- 
liecicl,  ScjUc;ul)cr  7,  1 795.    Early  in  life  lie  removed  to    Salem,   ami  was 

a['['ienliee.i  t'>  a  C'jOj.-r.  He  sul  junilly  ui'-'tied  a  ci'Oiier's  shuj)  in  I'l  'M. 
cvA  :-y  evt  t:  'iny  .,n  !  j.vvsevt  rii-.,^  in<;u-:ry  Mieci  (.•led  in  ani:i- .iul:  -  i"  ■ 

<^cniai  )s;nt.n  an.i  rca-ly  >yini laliiv  eUikared   hiin   to  a  lar^'e  circle  d 

fiienils.     He  dic.l  in  H.-stiai,  SepLcmlier,  KS72. 
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adopted  accepting  the  legacy,  and  declaring  the  steadfast 
purpose  of  the  town  to  erect  a  building  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  donor.  At  the  same  meeting, 
Messrs.  William  B.  Brown,  Henry  A,  Potter,  Henry  F. 
Pitman,  Thomas  Ingalls,  Samuel  Sparhawk  and  Joseph 
P.  Turner,  were  elected  trustees  of  the  fund. 

On  the  i8tli  of  IMarch,  1875,  the  town  ♦voted  to  pur- 
chase the  text-books  for  the  public  schools,  as  they  may 
be  needed  by  the  pupils,  and  appropriated  one  thousand 
dollars  for  the  purpose.  This  was  the  first  action  of  the 
kind  taken  by  any  municipality  in  the  State.  Nine 
years  later  the  General  Court  passed  an  act  which  be- 
came a  law,  by  which  such  action  on  the  part  of  cities 
and  towns  was  made  compulsory. 

On  the  2ist  of  May,  the  town  voted  to  "  erect  a  pub- 
lic building  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings,  to  be  desig- 
nated as  Abbot  Hall,  of  such  dimensions  as  will  secure 
.an  audience  hall  tliat  will  seat  at  least  twelve  hundred 
persons  ;  a  hall  for  a  public  library  and  reading-room," 
a  fire  proof  vault  for  the  storage  and  security  of  the 
records,  and  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  various  boards  of 
town,  officers. 

The  selection  of  a  site  for  the  new  buildinof  had  for 
some  time  occupied  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  va- 
rious localities  were  strongly  advocated  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  local  paper.  On  Saturday,  ]\Iay  22,  a  town 
meeting  was  held  for  the  choice  of  a  site,  and  a  majority 
of  the  citizens  voted  in  favor  of  the  Common.  Several 
meetino'S  were  held  for  the  election  of  a  buildino;  com- 
mittee,  and  ■\Iessrs.  James  J.  H.  Gregory,  Simeon  Dodge, 
Moses  Gilbert,  Henry  F.  Pitman  and  Thomas  Appleton 
were  chosen  by  a  inajorit}'  vote. 

In  DccciiilxT,  tlic  town  voted  to  ''a|)pro'f'rialc  sla'cuIv- 
fux-  t,lu:)U--ar:'.l  dollars  of  tlie  Al)lx)t  fniul  for  iIk'  L-rcction 
of  a  building,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to 
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proceed  with  the  work.  The  opponents  of  the  site 
chosen  by  the  town,  though  in  the  minority,  were  active 
and  determined  in  their  antagonism  ;  and  wdien,  in  the 
spring  of  1876,  ground  was  broken  on  the  Common  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  a  bill  in  equity  was  filed  in 
the  supreme  judicial  court  to  restrain  the  committee 
from  further  proceedings.  The  bill  w^as  based  princi- 
pally on  the  claim  that  the  town  had  no  legal  right  to 
erect  the  hall  on  the  Common,  as  the  land  was  the  prop- 
erty of  the  commoners  of  IMarblehead. 

The  case  was  tried  on  ^londay,  April  17,  before  Asso- 
ciate Justice  Ames,  of  the  supreme  judicial  court.  Hon. 
Ebenezer  R.  Hoar  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  town,  and 
]\Ir.  vS.  B.  Ives,  Jr.,  for  the  petitioners.  A  decision  was 
rendered  in  favor  of  the  town,  the  petitioners  being  un- 
able, to  prove  an  adverse  title. 

The  work  on  the  foundation  of  the  building  began  at 
once  and  progressed  rapidly.  The  corner-stone  was  laid 
on  the  25111  of  July,  the  exercises  consisting  of  music  by 
the  ^Marbleliead  I'rass  Band,  prayer  by  the  Rev.  John  W. 
Chadwick,  and  addresses  by  Messrs.  James  J.  H.  Gregory 
•  and  Jonathan  H.  Orne. 

There  were  other  important  events  in  the  year  1876, 
besides  tlie  erection  of  x-Vbbot  Hall,  and  to  these  we  must 
turn  our  attention. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  previous  year  a  great  tem- 
perance revival  was  inaugurated  through  the  efforts  of  a 
few  faithful  and  zealous  Avomen,  who  stvled  themselves 
the  "  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union."  By  their 
invitation  Dr.  II.  A.  Re}-nolds  of  Bangor,  ]Maine,  visited 
the  town  and  be.^an  a  series  of  temperance  meetings  at 
Lycen.ni  Ikill,  In  a  -Imri  tiriu-  a  Reform  Cliib " 
was  or-ani/c'd,  au'l  nltvr  au'.Uher  nf  th(^-c  wlm 

W  ere  Iwii'Wii  l>>  be  1  n;.^ 'l  iaU >  si;.>ncil  the  plcd-c  of  total 
ab>tinen.cc,    the    mox'emcnt    assumed    ])rijpL'rtion>  far 


'    '  '  ,  rfCM:;rr:;i!.^:.  'C?^;  U'Tfi 

'mD  ^o\ar{iMl[iR        >N''  '?i^'i  ■  ' 
r-rrafi  ;^^;^iBTr! ;->i.rm.fi  ^.b'^/'  f rr/r/':'T  ^^oa/vwq 
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exceeding  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  orig- 
inators. . 

Throughout  the  winter  and  spring  of  1876  the  people 
were  in  a  constant  state  of  excitement  and  enthusiasm. 
Public  meetings  were  held  several  times  a  week,  and 
more  than  twelve  hundred  persons  signed  the  pledge. 
The  Reform  Club  increased  to  four  hundred  members 
and  a  temperance  society  known  as  the  Independent 
xALSsociates  w^as  organized.  During  the  summer  outdoor 
meetings  were  held,  and  though  the  enthusiasm  was  not 
as  great  as  in  the  winter,  many  of  the  fallen  were  re- 


claimed. The  influence  of  this  great  reformation  cannot 
be  overestimated.  A  majority  of  those  who  forsook  the 
dangerous  paths  of  intemperance  were  sincere  in  their 
professions  and  have  since  been  industrious  and  law- 
abiding  citizens. 

Wednesday,  May  17,  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  capture  of  the  British  transport  Hope,  by  Capt. 
James  Mugford,  Jr.,  in  the  coritinonial  sclinoncr  iM-ank- 
lin,  wilues-ed  out.;  of  the  ;^i\-aK-sl  cclebiTiliwiis  vwv 
kiiv>vn  in  tiK  ii!MV'r\-  v>i  Marnl^'hc'^ul,  The-  cla\'  w:i> 
usliered  in  by  the  ringing  of  all  tlie  churcli  bells  fur  an 
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hour  at  sunrise,  and  a  salute  of  thirty-nine  guns  from  a 
battery  on  "  Workhouse  rocks."  The  bells  were  also 
rung  and  salutes  were  fired  at  noon  and  sunset.  At  nine 
o'clock,  A.M.,  a  procession  was  formed,  consisting  of 
military  companies  of  ]\Iarblehead  and  Iv}'nn,  seven 
bands  of  music,  distinguished  visitors,  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors of  the  war  of  181 2,  veterans  of  the  civil  war,* town 
officers,  clergy,  secret  societies,  scholars  of  the  public 
schools  and  the  entire  fire  department.  The  procession 
moved  througli  the  principal  streets  to  the  square  at  the 
junction  of  Pleasant  and  Essex  streets,  where  a  monu- 
ment which  had  been  placed  in  position  the  day  before 
was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises.  The  monu- 
ment is  a  shaft  of  Hallowell  granite,  eighteen  and  one- 
half  feet  higli  and  four  feet  nine  inches  square  at  the 
base.    It  is  inscribed  on  all  four  sides  as  follows  : 

On  the  northern  side  : 

A  TRIBUTE   OF  MARBLEHEAD 

To  the  memory  of  the  brave  Captain  Mugford,  and  his  heroic  crew,  who,  in 
the  Franjdin  of  sixty  tons,  and  four  four-pounders,  May  17,  1776,  under  the 

,  guns  of  tjie  British  fleet,  captured  and  carried  into  Boston  tlie  transport 
Hope,  three  hundred  tons,  ten  guns,  loaded  with  munitions  of  war,  including 
1,500  barrels  of  powder. 

On  the  eastern  side  : 


CREW   OF  THE   FRANKLIN   AS   FAR   AS  KNOWN. 

Jamks  Mugford  .... 
Thomas  Russell 
Jp:ri;ml\h  IIujakd       .  . 
William  Thomas 


Samuel  II.  Green 
Jami:s  Tom  am 
John  PnwKK.s 

TiloMA>  I)..\-L, 

John  Wiiham, 


si:ami:x. 


Captain. 
Lietitenant. 
Lientenajit. 
Gunner. 
Quayteriiiaster. 
Carpoitcr. 
BoiUsivain. 


SaMUI'.L  Iv'TL, 

Jamks  (^>un.iv, 
OuLNN  Bettis. 
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On  the  western  side  : 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  MUGFORD, 
"    ■  Born  in  Marblehead,  May  fp,  1749. 

Killed  May  19,  1776, 
while  successfully  defending  his    vessel    against    thirteen    boats    and  two 
hundred  men  from  the  liritish  fleet. 

On  the  sonthern  side  : 

ERECTED   MAY    17,  1876. 

After  the  dedication  of  the  monunient,  the  procession 
moved  to  the  Unitarian  Chnrch,  ^Yhere  the  otljer  exer- 
-  <-3r>v         cises  took  place.    They  consisted  of 
/   .--^""^       singing-    by  the  IMarblehead  IMnsical 
V  Association,  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Benja- 

\  !        min    I-L   Bailey,  an  ode  written  for 

.  .    '         5       the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  John  W. 
^'       -  /       V  Chadwick,  an    oration   by  the  Hon. 

George   B.    Loring,    of   Salem,  and 
*nj  X-^'""'"     •'       an  ode  written  by  Miss  Marcia  M. 

KEV.  JOHN  W.  CKADWICK.  Sclnian.- 

On  the  Fonrth  of  July  another  celebration  took  place  y 
'  but  OYnno-  to  a  contro\'ersv  concernino'  the  dedication  of 
the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  ^Monument,  it  was  not  so 
successfully  conducted  as  that  of  the  ^lugford  Centennial. 
At  nine  o'clock,  a.m.,  a  procession  was  formed,  consist- 
ing of  the  'IMarblehead  Brass  Band,  the  IMarblehead 
Monumental  Association,  the  Hibernian  B^riendly  Socie- 
ty, a  delegation  of  tlie  Mugford  Fire  Association,  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  the  clergy,  and  the  children  of 
the  North  and  South  Church  Sabbath-schools  in  car- 
riages. The  procession  moved  througli  the  principal 
streets  to  the  squaix-  aL  tlic  iuiiclitjii  (jf  Miiglord  and  Hlui 
streets,  where  a  mi'iMn:KiU  ^r^cled  I'.i  UK-iUvjrv  of  the 
.soldiers  and  sailors  (d'  ALuFIvIk cul  who  iell  in  the  ci\'il 
war  was  dedicated  with  a})|)ro])riale   ceremonies.  The 
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monument  is  of  Hallowell  granite,  being  thirt)'-four 
feet  high,  and  eight  feet  square  at  the  base.  It  bears 
four  tablets  containing  tlie  names  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  soldiers  and  sailors.  On  the  base  directly 
in  front  is  the  following  inscription  : 

IN   MEMORY   OF  OUR  COUNTRY'S  DEFENDERS. 

1776.  1812.  1861. 

ERECTED   BY  THE  CITIZENS   OF  MARBLEHEAD. 
DEDICATED  JULY   4,  1S76. 

The  other  exercises  of  the  day  took  place  at  the  Uni- 
tarian Church.  They  consisted  of  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Julius  H.  Ward  ;  singing  by  the  Marblehead  Musical 
Association ;  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  a 
Independence  by  ]\Ir.  Charles  H.  Litch- 
man  ;  and  addresses  by  ^Messrs.  James 
J.  H.  Gregory  and  William  B.  Brown. 
At  the  close  of  tlie  exercises,  a  dinner 
was  ser\-L'd  at  Allerton  Hall.  ,:•! 

The  political  campaign  of  this  year  -  v 

was  ,  as  exciting  in  ^larblehead  as  else-  ' 
where  t]ux)ughout   the    country.  The 
most   memorable  event  in  connection  .  ■ 

with  it,  howe\-er,  was  a  Republican  can-  Ip  '  "T"  'T^j  i 
cus  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  attend  r 
the  senatorial  convention  of  that  party. 
The  caucus  was  held  at  the  Town  Hall  soldiers'  monument. 
on  IMonday  evening,  October  9,  and  continued  three 
entire  evenings  before  a  choice  was  made.  The  names 
of  three  gLiUJcmen  were  presented  as  candidates  for  the 
uoniiii.iti.  ai,  tlie   friend^   uf  eaclp  rallied   in  lar-c 

niniibc'!>.  At  U-';.:tii,  :;fter  a  bitter  and  nioNt  excitii:g 
conLc>t,  dviL^.iU-  to  ]\Ir.  Charles  11.  Litchm;>n 

were  ch(»sen.    The  nomination,  however,  was  not  con- 


■j 
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ferred  upon  either  of  the  contestants.  The  Prohibitory 
party  had  nominated  ^Ir.  James  J.  H.  Gregory,  of 
INIarblehead,  for  senator,  and  the  nomination  was  ratified 
by  the  Republican  convention.  At  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion, 'My.  Gregory  was  elected,  though  a  heavy  vote  was 
cast  for  I\ir.  Daniel  Appleton,  of  Marblehead,  the  candi- 
date of  the  Deniociatic  party.  The  vote  of  Marblehead 
was  cast  in  favor  of  the  entire  Democratic  ticket  by  a 
large  niajority,  and  both  the  candidates  of  that  party  for 
representatives  to  the  General  Court  were  elected.  Dur- 
ing thb  campaign,  a  new  political  organization,  known 
as  the  Greenback  Labor  Party,"  was  formed,  l-^orty- 
four  votes  only  were  polled  for  the  candidates  of  this 
party  at  the  election,  but  two  years  later  it  had  increased 
to  su.cli  an  extent  as  to  elect  two  representatives  to  the 
General  Court. 

The  local  events  of  the  year  1877  were  among  the 
most  memorable  in  the  entire  history  of  the  town.  At 
the  annual  iViarch  meeting,  the  town  voted  to  appropri- 
ate the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  from  the  Abbot 
fund,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  and  devoted, 
principal  and  interest,  in  their  discretion,  to  the  found- 
ing and  maintenance  of  a  reading-room  and  library,  to 
be  called  "  Abbot  Library."  It  was  also  voted  to  place 
the  unappropriated  balance  of  the  Abbot  fund  at  interest, 
and  to  devote  the  income  to  the  payment  of  the  annual 
expense  of  maintaining  the  Abbot  Building,  including 
heating,  lighting  and  the  care  of  the  building  and 
grounds. 

On  the  15th  of  ^lay  the  town  voted  to  make  a  reser- 
voir of  Red's  Pond,  and  to  lay  woler-pipes  therefrom, 
witli  hydrants  in  suita1)le  jdaces  foi  use  in  the  case  of 
fires.  TIk'  <ir:!i  uf  te:i  lliu'i.-rind  ih>llars  was  appropriated 
fcr  the  pr^rp' ; -r,  .Vdni lii am  C.  (  )rne,  Caleb  Prenti>s, 
Jr.,   Ploupcr   R.   Goodwin,   Isaac  Atkins  and  Thouias 
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Appletoii  were  elected  a  committee  to  carry  the  vote 
into  effect.  An  effort  had  been  made  many  years  before 
to  convert  Red's  Pond  into  a  reservoir,  but  a  majority 
of  the  citizens  were  strenuously  opposed  to  the  measure, 
and  the  projector,  :\Ir.  A.  C.  Orne,  was  obliged  to  wait 
for  another  generation  of  citizens  to  realize  its  necessity. 

The  eventful  morning  of  June  25,  ^-SS^ 
1877,  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  '      _  ^ 

people  of  Marblehead.    At  about  half-      i  V';  - 
past  one  o'clock,  a  barn  in  the  rear  of         "       "^-X  ' 
a  laree  three-storv  buildincr  known  as        \  \  - 
the  "  ?^Iarblehead  Hotel,"  situated  on     1.         "         ^  ^ 
Pleasant  street,  in  the  midst  of  the        ^  ."^ ' 
largest  and  finest  buildings  of  which  i 
the  town  coukl  boast,  was  discovered         isaac  atkins. 
to  be  on  fire.    Before  assistance  could  be  summoned  the 
fire  had  communicated  to  the  liotel,  and  when  the 
firemen  arrived  on  the  scene  the  building  was  in  flames. 
E\"ery  effort  was  made  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
destructive  element,  but  without  avail.    The  General 
Glover  engine  house,  situated  directly  over  the  Brick 
Pone?  reservoir,  was  soon  in  flames,  cutting  off  the 
supply  of  water  from  that  source.    The  fire  was  now 
beyond  the  control  of  the  firemen,  and,  in  spite  of  their 
almost  superhuman  efforts  to  stop  it,  spread  from  build- 
ing to  building  with  lightning-like  rapidity.    In  a  few 
moments  a  large  shoe  manufactory  known  as  Pope's 
Block,  was  on  fire,  the  flames  spreading  to  a  barn 
owned  by  H.  V.   Bartlett  &  Co.,  and   thence    to  a 
shoe  maiuifactory  owned  and  occupied  by  that  firm. 
The  fire  now  defied  all  efforts  at  control.  Leaping 
around  the  corner  of  School   street,   the  conflagration 
exU-ndvd  ir(Mii  Reciiabilc  Building  to  a  sIuk'  niauiifac- 
lor\'  (iWiK'vl  ijy  Xatl^auicl  (  ilo\cr,  llicuce  to  a  hirge  b]>/ck 
owned  b\'  W'urmsled  ^S:   Woodfin,  and  soon  the  shoe 
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manufactory  of  William  Stevens,  a  stable  owned  by 
Thomas  T.  Paine,  and  fifteen  other  buildings,  mostly- 
dwelling-houses,  comprising  every  building  on  Sewall 
street,  from  the  corner  of  School  street  to  Spring  street, 
were  in  flames.  Extending  along  the  north  side  of 
Pleasant  street,  tlie  fire  consumed  a  buildino-  beloncrino; 
to  T.  T.  Paine,  a  small  dwelling-house  owned  by 
William  Humphrey,  the  beautiful  depot  erected  a  few 

years  previous, 
said  at  that  time 
to  be  the  finest 
on  the  line  of  the 
Eastern  Railroad, 
a  barn  and  dwell- 
ing-house owned 
by  Benjamin  G. 
H  a  t  h  a  w  a  y,  a 
board  i  n g-house 
owned  by  Henr\' 
F.  Pitman,  a  large 
shoe  manufactory 
owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Jonathan 
Brown,  the  dv/ell- 
ing-house  of  William  C.  Lefavour,  and  a  barn  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  Dr.  H.  H.  F.  Wliittemore.  On 
the  south  side  of  Pleasant  street,  every  building  save  one 
was  consumed,  from  a  house  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
I\Irs.  Leonora  Chapman,  nearly  opposite  the  place  where 
the  fire  originated,  to  the  ^Mug-ford  ^Monument,  at  the 
junction  of  Essex  and  Spring  streets.  These  included 
a  large  block  owned  by  Joshua  O.  Eefavour,  a  house 
owned  l)y  Jolin  M.  Ih/own  and  occuj'icd  b\-  -C  W. 
F(.>''s\-l]i  as  a  bt lardiiu^-lKniSL',  a  ]ai'.;\'  i-)U.->lur\'  buildiiiL: 
known  as  AUcrlun  Block,  a  shoe  manufactory  cnvned 
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by  M.  J.  Doak,  and  several  dwelling-houses.  On  tlie 
southern  end  of  School  street,  every  building-  was  de- 
stroyed, including  a  large  building  owned  by  Henry 
O.  vSymonds,  the  frame  and  materials  for  a  nevv  engine- 
house  in  process  of  construction,  a  stable  owned  by 
Enoch  A.  Perkins,  the  South  Church,  a  dwellino-house 
owned  by  Kdmund  Glover,  and  several  smaller  build- 
ings. On  ■  Kssex  street,  every  building  was  destroyed, 
including  a  large  slioe  manufactory  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  'John  H.  Wilkins,  a  small 
shop  occupied  by  a  marble-worker,  and 
several  dwelling-houses.  On  Spring 
street,  two  shoe  manufactories  owned 
by  William  C.  Lefavour,  and 
four  dwelling-houses,  were  de-  ■;  .  | 
stroyed,  the  only  building  left  '  ^  ; 

standing  being  the  vSewall  Z 
School-house.     On  Bassett  , 
street   two  dwelling-houses 
were    consumed,  together  " 
with  a-  barn  l)ek)noine 
to  ^Its.  vSarah  Re\-nolds. 
On  Xicliolson's   Hill,  a       ^.    '  ' 
carpenter's  shop  belong- 
ing to  Henry  V.  Pitman 
was  dcstr(»}-e(l,  and  sever- 
al other  iMiildings  were 
seriously  damaged.  south  church,  bukneu  X877. 

The  exciting  scenes  throughout  the  town  dtn'ing  the 
progress  of  the  givat  connagration  beggar  description. 
:\Ien,  women  and  children  were  panic-stricken,  and  hun- 
dred>  Were  rn;-]ii:i-  :.h,,nt  tin-  streets  vainh"  eiidea\-orii:- 
•  tu-  personal  elTrcls.  Main- 

lamiiies  weie  cMi-ed  u.  iU  v  lrv)m  l)urning  houses,  lea\-- 
ing  furniture,  weariiu;  a])pa.rel  and  everyilniig  the>'  i^'S- 
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sessed,  to  the  destroying  element.  Others  succeeded  in 
removing  their  furniture  and  household  goods  to  the 
.  open  fields,  only  to  see  them  take  fire,  in  some  instances 
before  the  flames  reached  the  houses  from  which  they 
had  been  removed.  IMany  houses  in  various  parts  of  the 
town  caught  fire  from  burning  embers  and  were  saved 
only  by  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  women,  who  carried 
water  to  the  roofs  in  buckets,  and  thus  preserved  their 
own  homes,  while  their  husbands  and  brothers  were 
engaged  in  preserving  tlie  property  of  others.  At  one 
time  every  church  in  the  town  was  on  fire  except  the 
Baptist  and  Roman  Catholic.  Then  it  was  that  strong- 
men trembled,  fearing  that  the  town  v/ould  be  utterly 
destroyed.  But  their  desperation  only  nerved  them  to 
greater  effort ;  and,  at  length,  reenforced  by  assistance 
.from  Salem,  Lynn  and  otlier  cities,  the  firemen  were 
successful  and  the  great  fire  was  conquered.  But  what 
a  scene  of  devastation  met  the  eye  when  the  morning 
sun  broke  forth  !  ^^'here  but  a  fev/  hoiu's  before  had 
been  large  factories,  and  comfortable  homes,  monuments 
of  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  people,  were  only 
stone  walls  and  tottering  chimneys.  The  entire  busi- 
ness portion  of  the  town  had  disappeared  in  a  single 
night.  Seventy-six  buildings,  with  nearly  all  their 
contents,  representing  over  half  a  million  dollars'  worth 
of  property,  liad  been  consumed.  Only  four  of  the 
large  shoe  manufactories  were  left  standing  in  the  town, 
while  ninety  families  were  made  homeless,  and  fifteen 
hundred  men  and  women  were  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. The  prospect  for  them  was  dark  and  discourag- 
ing in  the  extreme.  The  loss  of  the  property  owners 
and  business  men,  llioui^h  SLX'erc,  was  ]^arliallv  co\-ered 
])\'  insurance  ;  ])Ut  the  v.-v>]-|-:in;4-  Mil;iti< mi,  man\'  of 
whom  had  ah-cail)-  Ix-en  c>iil  uf  cmpk>\-meiil  several 
months  in  consequence  of  tlie  tlepressiun  in  business, 
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besides  losing  all  their  tools,  were  suddenly  deprived  of 
the  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood.  But  though  "cast 
down"  the. people  were  not  disheartened.  vSonie  of  the 
business  men  immediately  began  to  devise  measures  for 
'^starting  again,"  with  the  heroic  determination,  if 
possible,  to  restore  their  shattered  fortunes.  A  notable 
instance  of  this  kind  deserves  especial  mention  here. 
Among  those  who  lost  almost  everything  by  the  fire, 
were  -Messrs.  X.  Allen  Lindsey  &  Co.,  the  proprietors  of 
the  local  paper.  Their  office  was  in  Allerton  Block, 
and  when  the  great  building  was  consunred,  all  their 
stock,  fixtures,  machines  and  oilier  materials  shared 
in  the  general  destruction.  They  succeeded,  however, 
in  saving  their  headino-  and  column  rules,  and  that 
evening,  before  the  ruins  of  their  former  office  had  done 
smoking,  an  extra  edition  of  the  IMarblehead  [Messen- 
ger appeared  with  a  full  account  of  the  great  conflagra- 
tion. Never  before  since  its  establishment,  was  the 
[Messenger  more  welcome  to  the  citizens  of  [Marble- 
head.  Then  for  the  first  time  they  realized  the  value 
of  their  local  paper,  and  appreciated  the  energy  and 
business  enterprise  of  its  proprietors. 

During  the  afternoon  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town 
Hall  t()  devise  measures  of  relief  for  the  suft'erers  bv  the 
fire.  The  meeting  v^-as  called  to  order  by  Capt.  Knott 
V.  [Martin,  and  a  Citizens'  Relief  Conimittee  was  chos- 
en to  solicit  donations  of  money  and  clothing.  The 
conimittee  UK-t  that  evening  and  effected  an  organization. 
William  !>.  Ih'own  was  chosen  chairman,  Benjamin  Pit- 
man, sccrctar}',  and  Xalhan.  l\  Sanborn,  treasurer.  Before 
an  ap})cal  could  l)e  issued  donations  began  to  pour  in 
from  all  i^irt^  I'f  tlu-  country,  and  in  a  sliort  tiuK-  tlu- 
conniiiiU'.'  rep-'  -ru->l  liMl  en«)Ugh  had  bc/u  rvcei\''.  d  I.  > 
al[.-.!.;lc  liic  <li>iu><.  The  tulal  amount  of  couiMbu- 
ti'.'-.i^  rccciwd  was  t\vcnt\--Llirce  llu^usand  four  hundred 
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and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  tliirty  cents.    The  clothing- 
was  distributed  by  a  society  of  ladies  known  as  the 
Women's  Centennial  i\id  Society,"  wlio  rendered  efii- 
cient  assistance  to  the  committee  in  its  charitable  wwk. 

We  cann.ot  close  our  account  of  this  terrible  visitation 
without  a  few  commendatory  v/ords  concerning  the  for- 
titude and  enterprising  energy  which  characterized  the 
business   men    throughout   the   entire   trying  period. 

They  had  received  a  blow  from 
which    it  was  thouglit  they 
could  not  recover.    Ihit  with 
steady   resolution    they  set 
themselves  to  the 
work    before  them, 
and  in  less  than  three 
-   months  had  rebuilt 
more  than  one-third 
of    tlie    number  of 
buildings  destroyed 
by  the  fire. 

Another  im- 
portant local 
event,  during  the 
r-    year  1877, 

the  completion 
vj.,  of  Abbot  Hall. 
-  This  beautiful 
edifice  was  erect- 
ed in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  vote  of  the  town,  not  a  dollar  in 
excess  of  the  appropriation  being  ex])ended  by  the 
committee.  Great  credit  is  due  to  :\fcssrs.  Simeon 
I  )od;;c  Tiud  ?\Io>cs  (Vili)crt,  under  wlios^  siiper\-isi«  )n  the 
];uil(liii-;  \\as  cuustrucWd.  Many  of  iIr-  eonx-eiiieiices, 
which  render  the  new  liall  su['erior  to  mo>t  public  build- 
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ings,  are  due  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  these  gentlemen  performed  the  work  assigned 
them  by  the  town. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  building,  several  of  the 
citizens  and  natives  of  the  town  residing  abroad  gener- 
ously contributed  pictures  and  other  articles  to  add  to 
its  attractiveness.  The  Hon.  James  J.  H.  Gregory 
presented  a  clock  and  bell  for  the  tovv^er,  and  a  large  oil 
painting  for  the  reading-room.  Mr.  Thomas  Appleton, 
also,  donated  a  picture  for  the  reading-room  ;  a  piano 
for  use  in  the  hall  was  presented  by  Mr.  Henry  F.  Pit- 
man ;  and  a  carpet  for  the  stage  by  Air.  Joel  Goldthwaite, 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Brimblecome,  of  Boston,  gave 
a  clock  for  the  hall,  and  r\Ir.  William  P\  Joy,  of  l^oston, 
a  bookcase  for  the  use  of  the  towu  clerk. 

The  dedication  of  the  building  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day, December  12,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee 
of  thirteen  gentlemen  elected  for  that  purpose.  The 
exercises  consisted  of  instrumental  music  by  the  Amer- 
ican Band  of  Providence,  R.  I.  ;  pra}'er  by  the  Rev. 
George  I'iercc,  Jr.,  of  Alilford,  N.  PL  ;  singing  by  the 
]\Iarblehead  ^Musical  Association  ;  an  original  ode  writ- 
ten for  the  occasion  by  ]Miss  Marcia  Yl.  Selman  ;  and  an 
oration  b\-  the  Hon.  luUvard  Avery,  of  Braintree,  iNlass. 
The  ])enediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev.  lulward 
Crowninshield,  of  West  Dcdham,  ]\Iass.  In  the  even- 
irig  a  concert  was  given  by  the  American  Band,  of 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Harh-  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  Abbot  Li- 
brary was  o])ened  to  the  ].)ublic,  ?^liss  ?^Iary  G.  Brown 
being  a})i)ointed  librarian  with  ]\Irs.  vSarah  (rregory  as 
a>sist;iiii. 

Piule  ct  ii^i! "  >ri  :;iu;c  ( .ccur'!  ■(!  (hiring'  the  \-car  iS-s. 
in  Pile  auliiinn  liic  rinmial  SuiU-  uleetiun  took  p];u\\ 
when  buPii  the  olil  political  jiarlies  in  .Marl^lelie^id  were- 
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nearly  disintegrated  by  the  conversion  of  a  large  jDro- 
portion  of  the  legal  voters  to  the  principles  of  the 
Greenback  Labor  party.  This  was  cansed  by  the  candi- 
dacy of  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  who  was  nominated 
as  an  independent  candidate  for  governor.  The  Demo- 
cratic convention  at  Worcester  indorsed  his  nomination 
and  the  resnlt  was  a  split  in  that  party,  the  opposition 
supporting-  the  Hon.  Josiah  G.  Abbott,  of  Boston.  The 
Republican,  candidate  was  the  Hon.  Thomas  Talbot,  of 
Billerica,  who  received,  besides  the  united  support  of  his 
part}-,  a  large  number  of  votes  from  Democrats.  The 
campaign  was  one  of  the  most  exciting  ever  known  in 
Marblehead.  At  the  election  ten  candidates  for  repre- 
sentatives to  the  General  Court  v/ere  in  the  field,  sup- 
ported by  the  various  parties.  A  majority  of  the  citizens 
voted  in  favor  of  General  Butler,  however,  and  the 
nominees  of  the  Greenback  Labor  Party  were  elected. 

During  the  period  of  which  we  have  written  in  this 
chapter,  the  town  gradually  developed  into  a  popular 
summer  resort.  Nearly  every  available  spot  along  the 
■shore  has  been  purchased  and  built  upon  by  summer 
residents,  and  every  \'ear  brings  a  larger  number  of  pleas- 
lu'e-seekers  to  our  shore  than  did  its  predecessor.  The 
peninsula  knov/n  as  "  INku'blchead  Neck  "  has  been  laid 
out  into  house-lots  and  the  growth  of  its  settlement  has 
been  rapid  and  constant.  AVide  and  well-kept  avenues 
have  been  laid  out  in  various  directions,  commanding  a 
full  view  of  tlie  ocean,  the  tuwn,  and  the  coast  from 
Thacher's  Lsland  to  the  vSouth  Shore.  There  are  one 
hundred  an,d  thirty-two  houses  alrcad)-  occupied  during 
the  sunnuer  and  others  are  being  erected.  vSome  of 
tlK-SL-  lioiis^s  ri\-;d  any  cilx-  residence  in  tlie  beauty 
their  surr<  'undii:;js. 

Wliai  is  u  iiL-  ui  the  Xeck  is  true  also,  though  in  a 
le>ser  deiMee,  of  various  other  sections  of  the  town. 
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Peach's  Point  has  cri-owii  into  a  beautiful  villao^e  of 
commodious  residences,  and  every  year  new  houses  are 
erected  in  the  sections  l:no\vn  as  Devereux  and  Clifton. 
The  boardincr-houses  at  these  sections  are  always  well 
filled  during  the  summer,  and  the  future  prominence  of 
Marblehead  as  a  watering-place  seems  to  be  assured. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

The  year  1S80  marked  an  iinportant  crisis  in  the 
history  of  the  Vohmteer  Fire  Department.  On  the 
1 2th  of  ]\Iarch  the  town  voted  to  purchase  a  new  steam 
fire  eno-ine  and  to  disband  two  of  the  hand  encjine  com- 
panics.  Under  this  vote  the  steamer  afterward  named 
"  CoL  Wilham  R.  Lee"  was  purchased  and  the  IMugford 
and  Genera]  Glover  hand  engines  Vv'ent  out  of  commis- 
sion. Both  vohmteer  companies  were  disbanded  so  far 
as  their  connection  witli  the  fire  department  was  com 
cerned,  but  the  ^lugford  Association  continued  its 
organization  as  a  fraternal  and  beneficiary  society. 

The  first  steam  ferry  for  carrying  passengers  to  and 
fronr  the  Xeck  was  established  in  June  of  this  year  by 
Capt.  E.  Allen  Pitman,  who  made  regular  trips  across 
the  harbor  during-  this  and  the  two  followincr  seasons  in 
the  steamers  Lillie  ]\Lay "  and  ''Escort."  He  then 
relinquislied  the  work,  and  it  was  subsequently  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Philip  B.  Tucker,  who,  with  others,  had  for  many 
years  l)cen  engaged  in  running  a  line  of  sailboats  and 
dories  for  the  same  purpose. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  held  on  the 
evening  of  July  7,  a  letter  from  Gen.  John  PI.  Devereux 
of  Ck-whiud.  (  >hi' dated  April  27,  i8Su,  was  re:id,  in 
wliich  lie  I  ".--i^L-d  to  i^ro^cnl  lo  tli-..-  town  of  ?\lar])]riu\ul 
W'iliardV  liiNLorical  picture-  ^.  i  \';inlvLx-  I)(.io(jlc,  and  .i-ked 
that  it  be  ''erected  in  A]:)1)*.»t  Ihdi  io  the  niemorx-  of  the 
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bra\-e  men  of  Marbleliead  who  have  died  in  battle  on  sea 
and  land  for  tlieir  country." 

In  a  supplementary  letter  to  iMr.  Thomas  Appleton, 
the  chairman  of  the  board,  General  Devereiix,  whose 
paternal  ancestors  were  born  in  Marbleliead,  wrote  as 
follows :  "  It  seems  most  fitting-  that  this  particular 
picture  of  Willard's  should  become  permanently  identi- 
fied with  the  town  of  ■Marblehead,  whose  history  is  so 
interwoven  with  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  times,  and 
whose  patriotism  shows  forth  in  every  epoch  of  tlie 
nation's  life. 

"  The  artist  has  struck  with  a  master's  hand  the  chord 
of  patriotic  devotion,  grand  and  ennobling  in  its  effect, 
and  breathing  through  his  creation  the  loftiest  spirit  of 
self-consecration  in  the  fulfilment  of  '  simple  duty  which 
hath  no  place  for  fear.'  Well  and  proper  is  it  therefore 
that  the  picture  should  stand  as  a  witness  and  teacher 
^/^r-'^....  upon    rock-ribbed    ^Marblehead,  that 

/^u  -^('^        those  coming  after  us,  who  look  upon 
<  r  ^5     ^      it,  may  be  strengthened  by  its  inspira- 
S:^;  tion. 
'  "I    may  be    pardoned   for  saying 

\    that  for  myself  the  painting  has  had 
'  .V  extraordinarv  interest.  Unknown 

H'-.'-'"^  -        to  me,  Islr.  Willard  selected  my  young- 
est son  as  a  model  for  the  drummer 

^ous  vEy.n..s.         .  ^j^^    likeUCSS    prOVCd    tO  bc 

Bom  in  the  Continental  i 
Camp  at  Cambridge.  Strlkillg. 

Possibly  the  artist  discovered  a  spirit  in  the  boy 
whose  great-great-grandfather,  John  Devereux,  was  an 
officer  of  Glover's  Brigade  of  the  Revolution,  and  whose 
great-grandfather  was  born  in  the  camp  of  the  Continen- 
tal Arm)-,  at  AVinter  Mill,  Caml)ridge,  in  i7  7'>.  1 
tru^t  that  lliv  |)ictui'e  will  l)e  acceptable  to  the  towns- 
people generally." 
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The  painting  was  received  in  due  time,  and  was  placed 
in  position  in  the  reading-room  of  Abbot  Hall  nnder  the 
personal  supervision  of  ^Mr.  A.  ^1.  Willard,  the  artist. 

On  Thursday,  September  16,  Company  H,  Ninth 
Regiment,  National  Guard  of  New  York,  nnder  com- 
mand of  Capt.  George  H.  Honians,  a  native  of  IMarble- 
head,  visited  the  town  as  the  g-uests  of  the  ^rarblehead 
Light  Infantry.  There  was  a  inarch  about  town,  and 
a  banquet  at  A].)bot  Hall,  where  addresses  were  made 
in  response  to  appropriate  toasts  by  prominent  citizens 
and  distir.guished  gniests  from  other  cities. 

On  the  3d  of  November  the  town  voted  to  accept 
and  allow  Norman  street  as  laitl  out  by  the  Selectmen. 
Though  as  }'et  the  street  has  not  been  built  upon  to  any 
extent,  it  was  the  first  of  six  tliat  have  been  accepted 
within  recent  years,  upon  three  of  wdiich,  Guernsey 
and  Jersey  streets  and  Lincoln  avenue,  a  large  number 
of  liandsome  and  commodious  dwelling-houses  have  been 
erected.^ 

On  the  6th  of  January,  'iSSi,  a  new  local  newspaper 
known  as  the  Essex  Statesman,  and  published  b>' 
Charles  H.  Litchman,  made  its  appearance.  This  paper 
Avas  issued  regularly  for  a  period  of  three  years,  when  its 
pu.blication  ceased. 

l^arly  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  ^lay  3,  iSSi,  a 
gloom  was  cast  over  the  entire  community  by  the  news 
that  Mr.  WiUjam  Frank  Hathaway,  an  estimable  citizen, 
had  been  murdered  during  the  niirht.  His  hodv  was 
discovered  lying  face  downward  in  a  ditch  in  a  field 
near  tlie  old  Powder  House  on  Green  street.  A  bruise 
on  the  forehead,  eviden.tlv  inflicted  with  a  stone  or  some 
otht-r,  blunt  iii^lrument,  g.iycpse  to -the  theory  ^tluil  he 

'  P.r-.'-.vn  -.■    ■;  ci/c.-i'ivl   X- a  cinV-iV  0,  l^'si ;  Lin. •<•!:'.  ;>vci;u;%  L;:'.  '. 

iS.N;;  <  u-rry  street,  inS;;  CiKiii-cy  -tt\ct.  July  19.  iSSS;  K-.-'.-y  >Ucci. 
'ti(.t>>l'ci  •  j;,  1.S90,  an^l  Kw^kaway  avenue,  >L\y  11.  1S95. 
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was  accosted  on  his  way  home,  and  stunned  by  a  blow 
on  the  head.  He  was  then  placed  in  the  ditch  and  held 
down  until  death  ensued  from  drowning.  Robbery  was 
evidently  the  motive  for  the  deed,  as  his  pocketbook, 
known  to  contain  a  large  sum  of  money,  was  missing. 
No  clue  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed  has  ever  been 
discovered.  * 

On  Tuesday,  ■May  loth,  the  IMarblehead  Improvement 
Society  was  organized,  and  within  a  short  time  began 
its  beneficent  work  b}'  setting  out  shade  trees  in  various 
parts  of  the  town. 

The  Massachusetts  legislature,  at  its  session  of  this 
year,  having  by  a  special  act  given  the  town  authority 
to  take  land  for  park  purposes,  a  town  meeting  was 
held  June  13,  and  Daniel  Applcton,  Daniel  R.  Hathaway 
and  Charles  H.  Litchman,  were  elected  as  a  board  of 
park  commissioners. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  President  James  A.  Garfield  was 
shot  by  Charles  Ciuileau.  The  news  was  received  in 
Marbleliead  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  the  next 
morning  arrangements  were  hastily  made  for  a  mass 
meeting  of  tlie  citizens  to  take  action  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Abbot  Hall  on  the 
evening  of  that  day,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Henry 
A.  Potter,  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Pierce  was  elected  chairman,  and  Thomas 
Swasey,  Jr.,  secretary.  After  pra^'er  by  the  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin PI.  Ikiiley,  approjn'iate  resolutions  were  read  by 
Samuel  Rc>ads,  Jr.,  and  remarks  were  made  by  Capt. 
Benjamin  Pitman,  Jonatlum  H.  Orne,  Rev.  J.  H.  Will- 
iams, William   P).   J^rown  and  Charles  H.  Litchman. 

September  2(^>th,  llu-  of  ilie  funeral  of  tlie  murdered 
PvL-.sidunt,  \\  i 'l')->'.-rM  ^  1  h\'  a  L;'.  iu;ral  sus])i'n.<ion  of  busi- 
ness. The  ])u])lic  1  )ir;'.«iiii;^--  aiul  nian\'  priwUe  rcsidciux'S 
Were  draped   in   muuvumg.     In   the   afternoon  jniblic 
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exercises  were  held  at  Abbot  Plall,  consisting  of  singing 
by  the  ]\Iarbleheacl  )ylusical  Association  ;  prayer  by  tlie 
Rev.  J.  ?L  Williams;  singing  by  the  Marbleliead  Glee 
Clnb  ;  remarks  by  Charles  H.  Litcliman,  chairman  of 
the  meeting  ;  singing  by  the  Glee  Clnb  ;  enlogy  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Bailey  ;  singing  by  the  Mnsical  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  the  benediction  b)-  the  Rev.  vSanford  P. 
Smith. 

(3n  the  25th  of  Jnh'  the  Bay  View  Boat  Club  was 
organized,. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  a  new  brick  schoolhonse, 
erected  on  Elm  street  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Story  Grammar  vSchool,  was  opened.  The  cost  of  the 
building  with  the  land  was  about  twenty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

On  P'riday,  September  8,  1882,  the  United  vStates 
steamer  "  Despatch  "  arrived  in  the  harbor.  It  was  soon 
rumored  that  President  Chester  A.  Arthur  was  on  board 
the  steamer  and  that  he  would  take  a  carriage  at  Dixie's 
wharf  for  Salem.  In  a  short  time  a  goodly  crowd  had 
gathered  at  the  wliarf,  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  dis- 
ting^uished  visitor  he  was  greeted  with  hearty  cheers. 
After  his  departure  arrangements  were  liastily  made  for 
a  public  reception  on  his  return  and  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  Salem  to  request  him  to  meet  the  citizens  at 
Abbot  Hall.  This  the  President  at  first  declined  to  do  ; 
but  as  his  carriage  neared  the  town  he  was  accosted  by 
Capt.  Benjamin  Pitman,  who  informed  him  that  he  had 
been  instructed  to  capture  the  President  and  his 
entire  party  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  ^Nlarblehead. 
Seeing  that  escaj^e  was  impossible,  the  President  laugh- 
ingl\'  C( '!i<eiilL-d  on  conditiiin  that  he  should  not  Ik 
subjeolr^i  to  ttie  ordeal  of  liand-slirik ing.  As  the  carriage 
en.tLicd  llic  tcwn  ;i  signal  was  rung  on  tlic  electric  lire 
alarin,  and  the  church  bells  were  rung.    A  detachment 
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of  the  ]\Iarblehead  Height  Infantry  marched  to  Work- 
house Rocks  to  act  as  escort.  Fearing  that  an  attempt 
woukl  be  made  to  drive  rapidly  through  the  town,  and 
thus  deprive  the  people  of  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
President,  some  of  the  enthusiastic  citizens  brought  out 
the  hook  and  kidder  truck  and  pkiced  it  across  the  street 
near  the  side  entrance  to  x\bbot  Hall  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  carriage.  This  Vv-as  unnecessary,  liow- 
ever,  as  the  President  had  no  desire  to  escape.  On  his 
arrival  he  was  escorted  to  Abbot  Plall,  where  fifteen 
hundred  persons  had  assembled  and  organized  a  meeting 
with  Jonathan  li.  Orne  as  chairman  and  Samuel  Roads, 
Jr.,  secretary.  As  he  appeared  upon  the  stage  the  Pres- 
ident was  greeted  with  a  perfect  ovation.  The  people 
cheered  themselves  hoarse  in  their  delight  and  enthusi- 
asm. After  a  brief  address  of  welcome  by  the  chairman 
of  the  meeting,  and  a  few  pleasant  words  in  reply  by 
President  Arthur,  the  party  again  took  the  carriage  for 
the  W'harf,  where  they  embarked  on  board  the  steamer. 
As  the  boat,  in  which  the  presidential  party  was  row^ed 
to  the  steamer,  proceeded  down  the  harbor,  it  was  lustily 
chetred  by  hundreds  of  people  who  lined  the  wharves 
and  headlands.  Shortly  after,  the  "Despatch"  steamed 
out  of  the  harbor.  Tliis  was  probably  the  most  hearty, 
enthusiastic  and  spontaneoirs  welcome  a  President  of  the 
United  States  ever  received. 

vSeptember  29th,  Eureka  Engine  Company  of  Hudson, 
]Mass.,  visited  the  town  and  were  entertained  for  two 
days  by  ]M.  A.  Pickett  Engine  Company.  The  weather 
being  unpleasant  the  first  day  was  devoted  to  indoor 
sports  at  Mugford  Hall  until  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon when  a  baiKiuet  was  serx'ed  al  I\ccha])itc  Hall, 
r'oi'L'UKui  J<-)hn  kiercL-  vi  the  I'ickctl.s  presiding,  and 
Tlu>rj:is  vSiiow  acii ng  .is  to:i-i-nia>lei .  In  llie  c\'ening 
there  was  a  concert  and  ball  at  Abbot  Hall.    On  the 
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second  day  the  two  companies  with  their  bands  paraded 
about  town,  and  witnessed  a  trial  of  the  steamer  Col. 
William  R.  Lee. 

The  year  1SS3  was  marked  by  one  of  the  greatest  in- 
dustrial disturbances  ever  known  in  the  history  of  the 
town.  In  the  spring  several  of  the  manufacturers  formed 
a  combination  to  resist  the  power  of  the  "  Toasters'  Pro- 
tective Ihiion,"  a  prominent  labor  organization,  and  a 
general  lockout  was  ordered  in  nearly  all  the  factories. 
This  was  attended  by  considerable  excitement,  and  was 
of  about  seven  weeks'  duration,  a  few  of  the  manufac- 
turers removing  a  portion  of  their  business  from  the 
town  before  the  contest  ended.  Fortunately  an  ami- 
cable settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  manu- 
facturers and  their  workmen  was  arrived  at  early  in  the 
summer. 

No  special  observance  had  been  made  of  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  declaration  of  American  Independence  in 
^Nlarblehead  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years.  The 
Fourth  of  July,  1SS4,  was  accordingly  celebrated  in  a 
man.ner  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  who  witnessed  it. 
The  church  bells  were  rung  at  sunrise,  noon  and  sunset. 
At  7.30,  A.M.,  a  baud  concert,  an  hoiu"  in  duration,  was 
given  at  the  stand  on  the  Brick  Pond  reservoir  on 
Pleasant  street.  At  nine  o'clock  a  procession  under  the 
direction  of  Ciiief  ^larshal  John  Ouiner,  and  headed  by 
the  vSalem  Cadet  Ixand,  moved  through  the  principal 
streets.  Tliis  wa^  oric  of  the  finest  processions  ever  seen 
in  I\IarbklK:id.  Tliere  were  six  divisions,  consisting  of 
towri  officers,  invited  guests,  veterans  of  the  war  of  1S12, 
and  the  (^ralor  of  llic  day  in  carriages;  secret  societies, 
an  indu>tvia]  (!i~]>l.i\\  th^-  pupils  of  the  ]^ublic  schools,  the 
entile  i'.w  dep.irliiK-nl  and  tlie  :M:ni)]e]ie:^(l  \'\c\.-''- 
Ciub.  Ail  the  ^^i^letA:-  i  i  1  ;ited  their  ])lL'eelu^  -ii'; 
teae]iin_i;>  by  tafdeaux.     Tlie  in(ha>trial  (li.spl.i_\-  t^iii-lit 
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the  lesson  of  the  nation's  progress  in  mechanic  arts, 
and  the  pnblic  schools,  by  appropriate  tableaux,  beatiti- 
fnily  illustrated  every  important  epoch  in  the  nation's 
history. 

Arches  trimmed  with  evergreen  and  bearing  appro- 
priate mottoes  were  erected  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
All  the  public  buildings  and  many  private  residences 
along  the  route  of  the  procession  were  decorated  with 
flags  and  bunting. 

At  two  o'clock  the  exercises  of  the  day  took  place  at 
Abbot  Hall,  consisting  of  an  address  by  William  B. 
Brown,  music  by  the  Salem  Cadet  ]>and,  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  William  R.  Harris,  reading  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence by  Joseph  W.  Chapman,  an  original  ode, 
written  for  the  occasion  by  N.  Allen  Lindsey,  oration  by 
the  Rev.  John  W.  Chadwick,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  sing- 
ing "America"  by  the  audience,  and  the  benediction  by 
the  Rev.  Frank  W.  Sanborn.  Later  in  the  day  there 
were  boat  races  and  bic\'cle  races,  open  to  all  who  chose 
to  participate.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  grand  display 
of  fireworks  from  "Skinner's  Head." 

IJarly  in  the  sunnner  of  this  year,  through  the  ener- 
getic efforts  of  ]\Ir.  William  J.  Goldthwait,  the  Lynn 
and  Boston  vStreet  Railway  Company  extended  its  tracks 
to  ]\Iarblehead  and  began  running  regular  cars  to  and 
from  Lynn.  Shortly  after,  the  Xaumkeag  Street  Rail- 
way Company  extended  its  tracks  from  Salem,  establish- 
ing regular  horse-car  connection  with  that  cit\'.  Both 
lines  have  since  been  run  by  the  electric  trolley  system. 

In  the  autumn  of  18S4  great  excitement  was  caused 
by  the  petition  of  Caleb  Childs  and  others,  to  the 
General  Court,  pra\'ing  for  a  di\  ision  of  the  town  of 
IMarblchcad  and  tiie  inc( 'rporatit)n  of  a  s^-jiarate  townslni) 
to  include  ?\IarMcliL-;Kl  W-ck  and  tlie  .scciion  known  as 
the  "  Farms  district,"  the  line  being  drawn  near  the 
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village  of  Devereux.  A  similar  petition  was  sent  to 
the  leg-islature  from  certain  citizens  of  Swampscott,  who 
desired  to  have  the  sections  of  that  town  known  as 
Phillips  Beach  and  Beach  Bluff  annexed  to  the  proposed 
town.  This  movement  was  vig-oronsl)-  resisted  by  the 
inhabitants  of  both  towns  in  interest.  The  subject 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  "  Committee  on  Towns  ^' 
of  the  legislature  of  1S85,  for  several  weeks,  and  after  a 
full,  fair  and  impartial  hearing,  the  petitioners  were 
given  "leave  to  withdraw."  Another  attempt  to  divide 
the  town,  before  the  legislature  of  1886,  resulted  in  a 
similar  report. 

For  several  years  a  vigorous  agitation  liad  been  made 
against  the  system  of  issuing  licenses  by  the  town  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicatiuig  liquors,  and  at  the  annual  ]\Iarch 
election  of  1885  it  was  found  that  the  vote  was  a  tie, 
five  hundred  and  sixtv-nine  citizens  voting  on  eacli  side 
of  the  question.  As  a  consequence  no  licenses  were 
granted  during  that  year.  The  following  year  there 
was  a  no-license  majority  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
since  that  time  "  no  license  "  has  remained  the  settled 
policy  of  the  town. 

On  the  Stli  of  August,  1885,  memorial  services  were 
held  at  Abbot  Hall  in  honor  of  ex-President  U.  S.  Grant, 
whose  death  had  occurred  shortly  before.  Capt.  Knott 
V.  Martin  presided.  The  exercises  consisted  of  singing 
by  a  double  quartette  ;  reading  of  resolutions  by  Jonn- 
than  H.  Orne  ;  remarks  by  Hon.  James  J.  H.  Gregor\-  ; 
an  ode  by  Miss  ]\Iarcia  AI.  Selman ;  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  WilHam  R.  Harris;  oration  by  Capt.  Benjamin 
Pitman;  singing  of  ''America"  bv  the  audience  ;  bene- 
diction bv  tlic  Rev.  William  R.  Harris. 

l'\-  the  Sfk-clinn  oi  M :U'bk'iK-:id  as  tlu-  lica(k|uarUi's  of 
iIk-  ]'*a>lcrn  Yaclit  Club,  and  ih^-  ert'Clion  of  its  coui- 
niodious  and  well-a])p()inted   club  house  on  the  Neck 
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(opened  June  ii,  1881  ),  the  harbor  had  now  become 
famous  as  a  yachting  centre.  On  August  loth  of  th'is 
year,  therefore,  the  English  cutter  Genesta  made  her 
appearance  in  the  harbor.  She  had  come  to  contest  in 
the  international  yacht  races  for  the  possession  of  the 
America's  cup,  held  by  the  New  York  Yacht  Club. 
Thousands  of  people  from  neighboring  towns  and  cities 
flocked  to-  the  shores  and  headlands  to  view  her,  and 
during  her  stay  she  was  constantly  surrounded  by  dories 
and  boats  of  every  description.  The  new  center-board 
sloop  Puritan,  which  had  demonstrated  her  fitness,  was 
selected  to  meet  her.  The  races  occurred  September 
14th  and  i6th,  off  Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.,  the  Puritan,  to 
the  gratification  of  all  Americans,  being  the  victor.  The 
first  race  was  won  by  sixteen  minutes  nineteen  seconds 
corrected  time,  and  the  second  by  one  minute  thirty- 
eight  seconds  corrected  time. 

Thursday,  October  1,  ]\Iazeppa  Engine  Company  of 
Provincetown,  i\Iass.,  visited  Marblehead  for  a  three- 
days'  stay  as  the  guests  of  'M.  A.  Pickett  Engine" 
Company.  The  programme  for  their  entertainment, 
carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Foreman  John  Pierce, 
included  a  banquet  at  Rechabite  Hall,  a  ball  at  Abbot 
Plall,  and  a  barge  ride  to  Nab  ant  where  a  fish  dinner 
was  served  at  the  Relay  House.  Tlie  visitors  left  town 
on  Saturday. 

On  Thursday,  October  22,  the  ]\Iarblehead  Eight  In- 
fantry celebrated  the  sevent)--sixt]i  anniversary  of  its 
organization.  In  the  morning  the  company  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  William  B.  ]\IcCurdy,  and  headed  by  the 
Salem  Cadet  Band,  escorted  the  honorary  members  to 
the  number  of  fifty,  commanded  by  Capt.  Benjamin 
Pitman  ti_>  Dcxx-reux  ]''arm.s.  a  tar_^cl  shoot  U>'»k 

y-ilacc.  In  the  afu-rii'.  k  )ii  there  was  a  jxirade  about  town  ; 
a  presentation  of  a  stand  of  colors  in  belialf  of  friends 
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by  Miss  Florence  Gilley  ;  and  a  banquet  at  the  armory. 
Jonathan  H.  Orne,  Esq.,  presided  at  the  post-prandial 
exercises,  and  appropriate  addresses  were  made  in  re- 
sponse to  toasts  by  the  invited  guests. 

The  first  public  park  was  established  February  11, 
1886,  when  the  park  commissioners  in  accordance  with  a 
vote  of  the  town,  took  land  on  Bartoll's  Head,  so*called, 
for  the  purpose.  Portions  of  this  land  belonged  to  John 
H.  Brown,  John  O.  Johnson  and  Charles  H.  Snellen,  and 
these  gentlemen  were  awarded  damages  in  compensation. 
The  greater  part  of  the  headland,  however,  belonged  to 
Uriel  Crocker,  of  Boston,  who  generously  presented  it  to 
the  town,  saying  in  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  that 
he  gave  it  because  of  his  love  for  the  place  of  his  birth. 
In  his  honor,  therefore,  the  place  was  called  "  Crocker 
Park." 

The  most  important  event  of  a  local  nature  during 
the  year  1886,  was  the  passage  by  the  legislature  of  an 
act  under  the  provisions  of  which  the  town  of  INIarble- 
head  could  supply  itself  with  water  for  fire,  domestic 
and  manufacturing  purposes.  This  act  was  approved 
June  24,  and  on  August  6th  was  accepted  by  vote  of  the 
town.  At  the  same  meeting  William  J.  Goldthwait, 
James  J.  H.  Gregory,  Henry  F.  P.  Wilkins,  Simeon 
Dodge  and  ]\Ioses  Gilbert  were  elected  a  committee  to 
make  tests  and  locate  a  supply  of  water  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  if  possible.  The  committee  reported 
tlie  result  of  its  findings  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
became  evident  after  many  tests  had  been  made  that 
no  water  in  sufficient  quantity,  for  fire  and  domestic 
purposes  could  be  found  in  the  town.  Finally  tests 
were  made  near  I^ei^g's  Hill  in  the  city  of  Salem,  wliicli 
riiore  ilian  jusiified  llie  uidsi  sau;,;uine  ex])ectati(.uis  d 
tlie  Cv,niniiLlee,  and  a  rejujrl  lluit  effect  was  made 
to  the  l(nvn.     Requisite  permission  was  then  obtained 
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from  the  legislature  and  the  city  of  Salem,  after  which 
the  land  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  a  water  supply. 

On  the  29th  of  April  the  ]Marblehead  Cooperative 
Bank  was  organized,  by  the  choice  of  William  !>.  Brown 
as  president,  Jonathan  Cole  as  vice-president,  and  Ar- 
thur W.  Cole,  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  A  charter 
was  obtained  on  the  5th  of  ^^lay  and  on  the  following 
day  the  -bank  began  business.  This  institution  soon 
pro\'ed  itself  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
community,  encouraging  thrift  and  economy,  and  ena- 
bling people  of  limited  means  to  provide  homes  for  tliem- 
s.eh'es  and  their  families. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  xAugust  ist,  the  English 
cutter  Galatea  commanded  by  Capt.  Daniel  Bradford, 
and  having  on  board  .  her  owner,  Lieut.  AVilliam  R. 
Henn,  R.  N.,  and  his  wife,  dropped  anchor  in  the 
harbor.  She  was  the  challenging  boat  entered  for 
the  ■  America's  cup  races  of  this  year,  and  her  reception 
was  most  cordial  and  enthusiastic.  Boats  crowded  about 
Irer,  thousands  of  people  thronged  the  headlands  to  view 
her,  and  cheers  were  given  for  Lieutenant  Plenn  and  his 
br.ave  "wife.  On  ]Mondav  evenino-  there  was  a  maomih- 
cent  display  of  fireworks,  bonfires  were  lighted  on  the 
shore,  and  salutes  were  fired  b\-  all  the  yachts  in  the  har- 
bor in  honor  of  the  visiting  cutter.  On  Thursday 
evening  a  reception  was  tendered  to  Lieut.  Henn  at  the 
Eastern  Yacht  Club  House,  when  the  house  was  bril- 
liantly illuminated,  and  a  concert  was  given  by  the 
Salem  Cadet  Band. 

The  new  sloop  ^Mayflower,  designed  by  !\Ir.  Edward 
Burgess,  and  Iniilt  solely  at  the  expense  of  Gen.  Charles 
J.  Paine,  of  l;Oston,  for  the  express  purpose  of  defending 
the  cup,  was  selected  to  meet  the  Galatea. 

T'lic  races  took  ]tlaee  vSe])tem])er  ^tii  and  1  ith,  the 
first  oN'cr  the  New  York  Yacht  Chdj)  inside  cour.se,  and 
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the  second  twenty  miles  to  leeward  and  return,  starting- 
from  vScotland  Light-ship.  Both  were  won  by  the  ]\Iay- 
flower,  one  by  twelve  minutes,  two  seconds,  corrected 
time,  and  the  other  by  twenty-nine  minutes,  nine  seconds, 
corrected  time.  In  the  first  race  the  INJayflower  allowed 
the  Galatea  thirty-eight  seconds,  and  in  the  second,  thir- 
ty-nine seconds. 

This,  the  second  great  victor}'  in  the  international 
yacht  races,  was  celebrated  September  23d,  by  a  recep- 
tion at  the  Eastern  Yacht  Club  House  to  Kdward  Burgess 
and  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  followed  by  a  banquet  under 
the  direction  of  Superintendent  A.  H.  A.  ^Mortimer,  at 
which  plates  were  laid  for  four  hundred  persons.  All 
the  yachts  of  the  Eastern  Club  were  ordered  to  rendez- 
vous at  IMarbleliead,  and  in  the  evening  there  was  a 
general  illumination  of  yachts  and  a  display  of  fireworks 
in  the  harbor,  while  bonfires  were  lighted  on  the  head- 
lands and  along  the  shore. 

The  new  building  erected  on  Eranklin  street  for 
yi.  A.  Pickett  I'jigine  Company  was  dedicated  P'riday 
evening,  Xovcmber  19,  with  literary  and  musical  exer- 
cises. 

The  inrportancc  of  tlie  action  of  the  town  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  A]n-il  27,  1SS7,  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
mated. Then,  for  the  first  time  measures  were  taken  for 
providing  a  complete  system  of  water-works.  It  was 
voted  to  authorize  the  water  commissioners  when  chosen 
in  accordance  with  Cha])ter  325  of  the  Acts  of  1SS6,  to 
issue  Ix'uds  or  scrip  to  the  amount  of  forty-two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  tlie  ])ayment  of  the  preliminary  work 
of  la\-in^-  pi]K-  from  ihe  vSwampscott  boundary  line. 

Ti!l-  foil,  ^wi:::^  e\vuii;L;-,  at  a  meeting  lield  In"  a(lj<M:rn- 
nieiit,  h'Mvd  * -I  waUi'  (;eiinnis>ioiurs  was  elecled. 
W  illi. J.  (lel'hliu.ui  w.is  eiio>eii  lor  the  term  oi'  three 
years,  v.liile  Me.'-^i^.  jolni  !■.  1  hurls  and  Ko1)ert  C.  IhidL^e 
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were  chosen  respectively  for  two  years  and  one  year 
each.  It  was  a  most  fortunate  selection  for  the  town. 
The  commissioners,  after  organizing  by  the  choice  of 
i\Ir.  Goldthwait  as  chairman  and  Mr.  Bridge  as  secretary, 
issued  bonds  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town 
and  awarded  a  contract  for  carrying  on  the  work. 
Through  some  informality  in  tlie  vote  it  was  found  that 
the  bonds  could  not  be  sold  and  that  it  was  equally 
difficult  to  negotiate  a  loan.  Appearances  indicated  that 
the  work  would  have  to  be  abandoned  for  a  time  at 
least.    The  commissioners,  however,  were  equal  to  the 
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emergency.  Relying  on  the  good  faith  of  their  fellow 
citizens  they  gave  their  individual  notes  for  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation  and  thus  raised  money  enough  to 
continue  the  work.  Their  confidence  was  not  misplaced- 
At  a  town  meeting  subsequently  held,  the  original  votes 
were  rescinded,  and  others  drafted  by  legal  advice  were 
adopted  in  their  stead.  Thereafter  there  was  no  difficul- 
ty in  disposing  of  the  bonds.  Tlie  commissioners  gener- 
ously ga\-e  llieir  entire  time  to  llie  work,  and  to  ihcir 
untiring  eneig)'  Marbkhead  owes  the  excellent  system 
of  water  supply  which,  under  the  sole  ownership  and 
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control  of  the  town,  has  ah'eady  proved  itself  so  great  a 
blessing  to  the  people.  The  indebtedness  incurred  for 
the  system  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars,  the  payment  of  which  was  provided  for  by  bonds 
issued  for  the  purpose. 

For  a  time  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  the  Neck 
and  certain  other  portions  of  the  town  were  stipplied 
with  water  by  the  jMarblehead  Water  Company,  a  corpo- 
ration having  its  plant  in  Swampscott.  Water  from  the 
town's  supply  at  Legg's  Hill  was  let  into  the  pipes  for 
the  first  time  on  October  i,  1889. 

The  international  yacht  races  of  1887  were  even  more 
exciting  than  those  which  preceded  them.  Upon  the 
failure  of  the  British  cutters  to  capture  the  America's 
cup,  a  company  of  Scotchmen  built  the  cutter  Thistle 
for  the  express  purpose  of  competing  for  the  prize.  vShe 
was  of  Scottish  design  and  manned  by  a  Scottish  crew. 
Her  career  from  the  outset  was  one  of  repeated  successes 
and  she  liad  defeated  all  tlie  crack  yachts  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  the  races  held  in  the  spring.  It  was  therefore 
confidently  expected  by  her  owners  and  the  British  pub- 
lic generally  that  she  would  easily  defeat  any  American 
yacht  tliat  could  be  sailed  against  her. 

To  meet  this  new  "  monarch  of  the  seas,"  General 
Paine  and  his  designer,  'Mr.  Burgess,  had  built  a  steel 
centerboard  known  as  the  Volunteer.  In  all  the  races 
in  which  she  had  taken  part  this  sloop  had  also  been  a 
victor,  but  so  great  was  the  prestige  of  the  Thistle  that 
strong  doubt  was  felt  even  by  many  of  the.  more  enthu- 
siastic American  }'achtsmen  as  to  the  result  of  the 
contest.  The  Volunteer  made  her  first  appearance  in 
.Varblrlicad  IIarl)or,  Thursday  evening,  Julv  21. 

TIk'  international  races  took  place  vSe]:)tembcr  2jlh 
and  30lh,  over  llic  New  York  ^'acht  Club  cour>cs.  In 
the  iirst  race  the  \'oluntcer  defeated  the  'J'hi.Ntlc  bv  nine- 
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teen  minutes,  twenty-three  and  three-quarters  seconds, 
corrected  time,  having-  allowed  her  five  seconds.  The  sec- 
ond race  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Volunteer  by  eleven 
"  minutes,  forty-eight  and  three-quarters  seconds,  corrected 
time,  the  Thistle  having  been  allowed  six  seconds. 

Both  boats  w^ere  sailed  by  experienced  yachtsmen,  the 
Thistle  being  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Barr  of  Gou- 
rock,  vScotland,  know^n  as  one  of  the  foremost  racing- 
captains  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Volunteer  by  Capt. 
Henry  Haff  of  Islip,  L.  I. 

The  return  of  the  Volunteer  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  citizens  of  IMarblehead  to  give  vent  to  their  en- 
thusiasm over  the  victory  by  a  grand  demonstration  in 
her  honor.  The  event  took  place  in  the  harbor  vSaturday 
evening,  October  7th.  All  the  large  yachts  displayed 
colored  lights,  and  as  darkness  deepened  were  enveloped 
in  a  blaze  of  fireworks.  Houses  along  the  shore  and  on 
the  harbor  side  of  the  Neck  were  illuminated,  and  huge 
bonfires  were  lighted  on  the  headlands.  At  six  o'clock 
a  grand  dory  procession  began  its  serpentine  course 
about  the  harbor  starting  from  near  River  Head  Beach. 
TJiere  were  fifty  dories  in  line,  towed  by  the  steamer 
Brunette,  each  decked  with  Chinese  lanterns,  and  sup- 
plied with  Roman  candles  and  other  explosives.  As 
the  dories  reached  the  Volunteer  they  wound  around 
completely  surrounding  her,  when  there  was  a  simulta- 
neous discharge  of  fireworks,  which  with  red  fire- 
presented  a  magnificent  spectacle.  At  a  signal  from  the 
Brunette  all  the  church  bells  in  town  were  rung,  and 
the  cannon  of  the  }-achts  boomed  a  salute.  The  Lynn 
Cadet  Band  was  in  attendance  on  board  the  Brunette 
and  pla\"ed  patriotic  airs  throughout  the  ])roceedirigs. 
r)L-fore  tile  C'. •iic]u>ii uf  ilii-  ccuin* tuio  Town  Clerk 
Stcplu.n  C.  ):i  sic  i^pL-d  <      b'.Mvd  lliu  X'ohmto^  r  imd 

presented  a  co])\"  of  resolution.^  adopted  b\'  the  Ijoard  of 
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selectmen,  extendino-  the  conorratiilations  of  the  town, 
to  the  owner,  the  designer,  the  captain  and  the  crew  of 
the  champion  sloop. 

On  the  2d  of  ^lay,  1888,  a  preliminary  meeting  was 
held  for  the  pnrpose  of  forming  a  Business  ]\Ien's  Asso- 
ciation, Capt.  Knott  V.  ^Martin  being  elected  temporary 
chairman,  and  X.  Allen  Lindsey,  secretary.  A  committee 
was  cliosen  to  perfect  a  permanent  organization,  and  two 
weeks  later,  ]\Iay  16,  at  a  meeting  held  at  ]\Ingford  Hall, 
the  following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Nathan  P. 
Sanborn  ;  vice-presidents,  Capt.  Knott  V.  Martin,  George 
W.-  Brown ;  secretary,  Albert  PI.  Winslow ;  executive 
committee,  Xathan  P.  Sanborn,  Knott  V.  Martin,  George 
\V.  Brown,  Thiomas  \V.  Tucker,  Stephen  W.  Power. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  evening,  June 
29,  when  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  two  thousand  five 
hundred  doPars  for  the  extension  of  the  hre  alarm 
including  a  striker  at  Abbot  Plalk  At  the  same  meeting 
Mr,  John  ]>.  Litcliman  reported  for  the  park  commis- 
sioners that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the  Hon. 
James  J.  H.  Gregorv  offering  to  give  to  the  town  for 
park  purposc^s  '\sucli  a  portion  of  the  lieadland  common- 
1\-  known  as  I5aile)-\s  Head  as  extends  from  Beacon 
street  opposite  to  tlie  junction  of  Pond  street  to  a  line 
drawn  fifty-nine  feet  from  the  highest  ridge  on  the  ram- 
part of  said  liead,  at  tlie  northeasterly  end  tliereof,  said  line 
to  be  defhicd  b\'  a  fence  to  be  erected  running  due  east 
and  west  and  cr()S>ing  the  liighest  point  of  the  ledge  at  the 
distance  from  said  rampart  beginning  ten  feet  from  the 
boundar>-  of  land  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Hleazer 
Gra\-es  and  exten.ding  to  a  point  wliere  the  ledge  dro]^s 
C)ll  ncMiiy  ] Kij  eia .u'l: lar  towards  Beacon  street."-  Tlie 
gift  aN"  inehi'^'i  a  r'-Pi  (^i  \va\-  to  kittle  narb'>r. 
'i'he  c>'nditioii>  rLl.iti.d  iiie  building  and  forever  main- 
tainina--  a  fence  ;  an  iiou  for  niarkim'-  the  limits  of  land 
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reserved  ;  a  plank  seat  on  the  ramparts  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public  ;  and  the  keeping  of  the  headland 
forever  open  free  for  any  religious  exercises  by  any  per- 
son or  society. 

It  was  voted  that  the  park  commissioners  be  author- 
ized to  accept  the  gift>  to  comply  with  the  conditions, 
and  to  extend  the  thanks  of  the  town  to  Gregory 
for  his  generosity. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  June  29,  measures  were  taken 
which,  resulted  in  the  enlargement  of  Waterside  Ceme- 
ter)'  by  the  addition  of  the  adjoining  field  known  as  the 
.Bessom  Pasture. 

Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan  died  on  the  5th  of  August, 
and  I\Ionday  evening,  the  13th,  the  citizens  of  Marble- 
head  assembled  at  Abbot  Hall  to  do  honor  to  his  mem- 
ory. ]Mr.  William  H.  Coates  presided.  The  exercises 
consisted  of  singing  by  the  Handel  IMale  Quartette, 
prayer  by  Rev.  James  Kay  Applebee,  reading  of  appro- 
priate resolutions  by  Jonathan  H.  Orne,  and  a  eulogy  by 
Rev.  F.  S.  Bacon.  Rev.  J.  S.  Cutler  pronounced  the  ben- 
ediction. i\Iany  prominent  citizens,  including  the  board 
of  selectmen,  occupied  seats  on  the  platform.  John 
Goodvv'in,  Jr.,  Post  82,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
IMarblehead  Light  Infantry,  and  Richard  Phillips  Camp 
3,  Son  of  \^eterans,  were  in  attendance. 

The  event  of  all  others,  which  will  make  the  year 
1888  forever  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Marblehead, 
was  the  great  conflagration  of  December  25th,  by  which 
for  the  second  time  the  entire  business  portion  of  the 
town  was  laid  in  ashes, 

Christmas  day  had  been  one  of  surpassing  loveliness. 
Tiiere  was  no  snow  on  the  ground,  and  the  air  was  as 
mikl  and  salubrions  as  on  a  day  in  June.  People  stroUed 
about  in  the  warm  sunshine,  and  out-of-door  sports 
were  freely  indulged  in. 
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The  evening-  festivities  and  merry-makings  were  draw- 
ing to  a  close  when,  at  a  few  minutes  before  ten  o'clock, 
fire-  was  discovered  in  the  rear  of  the  large  furniture 
warerooms  of  D.  B.  H.  Power  &  Co.,  on  Pleasant  street. 
Suddenly  there  was  a  tremendous  explosion,  quickly 
followed  by  another.  The  earth  was  shaken  as  if  by  an 
earthquake.  People  in  the  vicinity  ran  for  their  lives. 
The  noise  alarmed  the  entire  town,  and  was  distinctly 
heard  in  cities  many  miles  away.  In  an  instant  the 
entire  front  of  the  building  was  demolished,  a  great 
mass  of  flame  leaping  across  the  street  to  the  large  shoe 
manufactory  of  F.  W.  &  I.  M.  IMunroe.  Rechabite 
Building  was  on  fire  at  the  same,  time,  the  flames  spread- 
ing in  every  direction.  The  Are  department  was  prompt- 
ly on  the  scene,  but  nothing  could  be  done  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  consuming  element. 

Goldthwait  Building,  and  tlie  dwelling-house  of  Rich- 
ard Reed  with  the  factory  of  Bridgeo  &  Carroll,  were 
the  next  to  go,  the  fire  svreeping  with  resistless  energ\' 
around  the  corner  of  vSchool  street  takino-  in  its  course 
Lefavour  Block,  the  vSymonds  Building,  the  brick  en- 
gine house,  the  variety  store  of  T.  P.  Rix,  the 
tailor  shop  of  John  I\Iarr,  and  the  restaurant  of  Thomas 
P.  Knowland.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  the 
building  owned  and  occupied  by  William  C.  Gregory 
was  soon  in  ruins.  Every  building  in  the  street  was 
swept  away  except  the  grocery  store  of  Benjamin  F. 
Brown  on  the  corner  of  Washington  street. 

From  Rechabite  Building  the  fire  swept  down  Pleas- 
ant street  with  the  velocity  of  a  tornado.  Paine's  Express 
office,  the  Rialto,  Allerton  Block,  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Railroad  vStation,  Stuart's  restaurant,  the  Ilathawax' 
]Unl(lin,L>,  and  the  shoe  factory  of  ]].  K.  Cole  on  tbu 
corner  of  vSpring  street,  wore  soon  in  ashes,  'i'lie  resi- 
dence of  William  C.  Lefavour  and  that  of  Mrs.  II.  II.  F. 
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Whitteinore  were  the  only  other  buildings  on  that  side 
of  Pleasant  street  to  burn,  the  fire  being  successfully 
controlled  after  reaching  that  point. 

In  Spring  street  the  houses  of  Nicholas  Pitman  and 
John  J.  Smith,  with  the  shoe  factory  of  William  C. 
Lefavour  were  destroyed.  The  large  shoe  manufactory 
of  E.  S.  Woodbiu-y  on  the  south  side  of  Pleasant  street 
presented  an  almost  terrorizing  spectacle,  as  the  flames 
rolled  above  it  and  were  communicated  to  the  buildino-s 
in  the  rear  and  the  four-story  factory  of  Jacob  M.  Crop- 
ley  8:  Pro.,  which  extended  nearly  the  entire  length  of 
Essex  street.  This  little  street  was  a  veritable  cauldron 
of  fire.  The  roar  of  the  flames,  the  noise  of  escaping 
steam,  the  deafening  thunder  of  bursting  boilers,  witli 
the  blinding  smoke  suggested  all  the  horrors  which  the 
most  vivid  imagination  could  depict  of  a  place  of  eternal 
punishment. 

Explosions  took  place  with  alarming  frequency  dur- 
ing the  entire  progress  of  the  fire.  vSometimes  it  was  a 
boiler,  then  the  fireworks  kept  for  sale  in  a  store,  and 
finally  one  report  louder  than  the  others  was  thought  by 
people  in  the  vicinity  to  have  been  caused  by  nothing- 
less  than  dynamite  or  nitro-glycerine.  It  was  probabl>' 
neither,  though  the  momentary  terror  inspired  could 
not  have  been  rendered  much  worse  by  anything,  how- 
ever powerful. 

vStrangely  enough,  the  house  of  William  C.  Woodfin, 
on  the  corner  of  l-Cssex  street  was  not  destroyed,  while 
those  of  liumphrey  Dennis  and  John  Crowninshield,  on 
Nicholson  Hill,  and  those  of  l\Irs.  vSally  Evans  and 
Daniel  Pallard,  with  a  barn  occupied  by  vSamuel  Plarris 
on  P>a^setl  street,  weiil  di)wn  in  tlie  .c^eneral  wreck. 
T]ie  ruuf  of  a  h'. >iise  owned  ]'\-  the  I'ilnKin  estate  wa- 
^(.'mew  h.il  (UuiKi-evI,  liul  the  Uw-  \\a>  >iicee>.^luH\-  coped 
will]  at  lliis  point  and  went  no  further  in  tliat  direction. 
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Spreading  to  Sewall  street  the  fire  made  swift  work 
with  the  shoe  factories  of  William  Stevens  &  Son,  and 
Peacli  Brothers,  the  box  factory  of  Crosman,  IMetcalf 
&  Co.,  the  stables  of  T.  W.  Paine  and  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  Thomas  Stacey,  vStephen  C.  Church,  Daniel 
B.  H.  Broughton  and  that  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  late  Tliomas  Foss,  all  of  which  were  entirel)'  de- 
stroyed. 

Immediately  after  the  fire  started  it  was  necessary 
to  summon  help  from  other  places,  and  steamers 
from  vSwampscott,  Salem,  Peabody  and  Lynn  responded 
promptly,  and  did  yeoman  service  throughout  the  night. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  great  conflagra- 
tion was  under  control,  but  not  until  it  had  burned  over 
practically  the  same  territory  that  was  devastated  by  the 
great  fire  of  eleven  years  before.  The  scenes,  also,  were 
about  the  same. 

People  witli  consternation  w^ritten  on  their  faces 
worked  with  ahnost  superhuman  energy  to  save  house- 
hold goods,  and  tlie  same  dreadful  scene  of  desolation 
and  ruin  met  the  eye  as  the  sun  arose  above  the  horizon. 
There  was  this  difference.  In  the  first  fire  seventy-six 
buildings  were  destroyed,  in  this  about  fifty;  but 
they  were  mucii  larger  than  those  burned  in  1877,  and 
the  loss  was  greater,  aggregating  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Over  two  thousand  persons  were  throwui  out  of  em- 
ploN'mcnt,  and  the  outlook  for  the  cold  and  dreary  da}'s 
of  winter  was  <iiscouraging  in  the  extreme. 

On  the  c\  ening  of  the  day  following  the  fire  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  was  held  at  Abbot  Hall  to  discuss  the 
situation  and  d^-visc  means  for  the  relief  of  the  surfercr>. 
Thr  \\a\\  w;is  iViivd  i<>  ( iwrllowiuL^  Ca])t.  Kn(.'lL  \'. 
Maiiin  prv>i<ie(l.  A  reli^-f  committee  consisting  oi 
sixteen  gentlemen  was  chosen,  and  also  a  committee  tu 
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prevent,  if  possible,  the  erection  of  any  more  wooden 
buildings  in  the  burnt  district. 

The*  relief  committee  set  about  its  work  at  once, 
organizing  by  the  choice  of  Jonathan  H.  Orne  as  chair- 
man,  William  A.  Brown,  2d,  as  secretary,  and  Capt.  John 
Cole,  as  treasurer.  Contributions  to  the  relief  fund 
poured  in  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  nineteen  cents  had 
been  subscribed.  As  this  was  sufficient  to  relieve  all 
present  necessities  and  those  that  were  likely  to  arise 
for  a  few  months  to  come  the  committee  issued  a  circular 
to  the  public  stating  that  no  more  funds  were  needed. 

There  were  also  several  smaller  funds  of  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  subscribed  for  special  purposes  and 
disbursed  by  private  individuals.  One  of  these  w^as  that 
of  the  Nanepasheniet  Associates,  a  company  of  gentle- 
men who  resided  in  the  summer  on  iMarblehead  Neck, 
by  means  of  which  great  good  was  done,  especially 
among  the  aged  and  the  sick  who  were  dependent  for 
support  upon  those  who  had  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1S89,  the  town  adopted  by- 
laws establishing  a  "fire  limit''  in  the  burnt  district  and 
providing  that  thereafter  all  buildings  exceeding  in 
height  forty  feet  from  the  ground  to  the  highest  point  of 
the  roof  should  be  built  of  brick  or  stone.' 

During  the  winter  various  plans  were  considered  by 
the  Business  I\Ien's  Association  for  rebuilding  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  burnt  district,  but  unfortunately  nothing 
was  done.  In  the  meantime  the  manufacturers  who  had 
been  burned  out  had  bccoiiiu  ])crmanL-iitl\-  located  in 
otlier  places,  and  many  M arl )]vOk-:u1  workmen  were 
oldiged  to  seek  L-ni|)l()\-mei]t  awa\-  from  home. 

^Thesc  I;y-Ui\vs  w  ere  roj)calc'l  1 'V  voto  of  tl;c  tuw  n  May,  1S95. 
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To  Samaritan  Tent,  Independent  Order  of  Rechabites, 
must  be  accorded  the  distinction  of  erecting  the  first 
brick  building-  after  the  o-reat  fire.    The  corner-stone 

o  o 

was  laid  vrith  public  exercises  on  Wednesday  evening, 
June  12,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  assembly  of  people. 
As  usual  in  such  cases  a  box  containing  newspapers  and 
other  articles  was  placed  in  a  cavity  made  in  the  stone 
for  its  reception.  The  building  was  dedicated  with  in- 
teresting and  appropriate  exercises  October  31. 

Gregory  Building  and  the  Symonds'  Building  were  also 
erected  during  this  year,  and  the  town  manifested  the 
sincerity  of  its  desire  that  the  district  should  be  speedily 
rebuilt  by  appropriating  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  a  new  brick  engine  house.  This  building- 
was  completed  within  a  few  months,  and  the  following- 
year  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  replaced  its  station 
by  the  erection  of  a  new^  brick  structure  of  pleasing 
design  and  made  other  great  improvements  about  its 
premises. 

The  depressed  condition  of  business  and  the  large 
number  of  persons  who  were  without  employment  in 
consequence  of  the  great  calamity  that  had  befallen  the 
town,  caused  several  earnest  and  energetic  citizens  to 
devise  means  by  which  adequate  accommodations  could 
be  offered  to  shoe  manufacturers.  With  this  end  in 
view  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town  House  on 
Wednesday  evening,  December  10,  and  the  Marble- 
head  Business  Association  was  organized.  INIeasures 
were  taken  to  secure  an  act  of  incorporation,  and  this 
having  been  granted  by  the  legislature,  a  meeting  of  the 
corporators  was  held  at  the  store  of  Thomas  W.  Tucker 
on  Wednesday  tn-ening,  February  7,6,  1890,  when  a 
])Li'njaiu.nl  ort^anizalion  was  clTectccl  as  fc)llnws  :  J'resi- 
dcnl,  Tliuina^  \\".  Tnckcr  ;  vicc-pi'c^idenl,  Km/Lt  \'.  Mar- 
tin; secretary,  Benjamin  J.  IJndsc}- ;  treasurer,  William 
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Reynolds ;  directors,  Thomas  W.  Tucker,  Knott  V. 
IMartin,  Franklin  Reynolds,  William  A.  Ivaskey,  William' 
D,  T.  Trefry,  Everett  Paine. 

The  capital  stock  was  placed  at  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  ten  dollars  each.  This 
stock  was  nearly  all  taken  by  ]Marblehead  people,  who, 
realizing-  the  importance  of  the  undertaking,  sn.ibscribed 
according  to  their  means  for  from  one  to  one  hundred 
shares.  In  a  short  time  the  entire  capital  stock  was 
paid  in,  land  Vvas  purcliased  on  Green  street,  and  a  large 
and  conveniently  arranged  factory  building-,  supplied 
with  steam  power,  was  erected.  The  enterprise  proved 
a  success.  Room  was  readily  taken  in  the  new  building 
by  manufacturers,  and  in  1891  the  association  erected 
another  factory  on  land  in  the  rear  of  the  first. 

On  the  14th  of  April  the  Firewards  voted  to  reorgan- 
ize the  fire  department  by  disbanding  the  Gerry  and 
M.  A.  Pickett  engine  companies  and  organizing  hose 
companies  in  their  stead.  This  action,  though  necessary 
and  in  line  witli  modern  progress,  put  an  end  to  the 
existence  of  the  old  volunteer  fire  department,  to  the 
valiant  efforts  of  which  tlie  town  had  been  indebted  for 
its  safety  on  man}'  notable  occasions. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  July  21,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  an 
armory  building  for  the  use  of  the  IMarblehead  Light 
Infantry.  The  building  was  subsequently  erected  on 
Atlantic  avenue,  and  on  ^^lay  27,  1892,  was  dedicated 
witli  a  banquet,  concert  and  grand  ball.  At  the  same 
meeting  the  town  voted  to  accept  tlie  custody  of  Fort 
Sewall,  tlie  use  of  which  for  park  purposes  had  been 
offered  by  the  government. 

The  inilial(.)r\'  .^le}vs  toward  prov-idinL;  a  s)-stem  of  elc'C- 
tric  liglitiiig  for  the  town  WL-rc  taken  at  a  town  nu-otiiig 
hekl  June  22,  1S91,  when  it  was  voted  to  accept  tlie  act 
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ture  and  distribute  gas  and  electricity.  At  the  same 
meeting  a  committee  was  chosen  consisting  of  Janies  N. 
Parker,  William  J.  Goldthwait,  Henry  C.  Sparliawk, 
Henry  P.  P.  Wilkins  and  Haskell  E.  Knowland  to 
consider  the  cost  with  recommendations  as  to  a  system 
of  electric  lighting  to  be  adopted.  This  cmnmittee 
reported  favorably  upon  the  advisability  of  establishing 
a  system,  but  no  further  action  was  taken  by  the  town 
at  that  time. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  Plis  Excellency  William  E. 
Russell,  governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  a  guest 
of  friends  in  ]Marblehead.  Lunch  was  served  at  the 
Corinthian  Yaclit  Club  Plouse,  after  which  a  public  re- 
ception was  held  at  the  Town  Plouse.  A  drive  about 
town  to  view  tlie  points  of  historical  interest,  and  a  visit 
to  the  flower  show  held  at  Abbot  Hall,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Young 
]\Ien's  Christian  Association,  completed  the  simple  pro- 
gramme for  his  entertainment. 

A  .  few  weeks  later  His  Plonor  William  H.  Jlaile, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  the  members  of  the  executive 
council  visited  the  town  and  were  entertained  in  a  simi- 
lar manner. 

The  week  beginning  August  9,  1892,  was  made 
memorable  b)'  a  visit  of  the  entire  fleet  of  the  New 
York  Yacht  Club,  which  arrived  in  the  harbor  on  oMon- 
day  afternoon,  August  10.  All  the  largest  yachts  of 
the  P^astern  and  New  York  Clubs  were  present  and  the 
harbor  presented  a  scene  such  as  had  never  before  been 
witnessed  in  this  vicinity.  On  Tuesday  a  reception  was 
tendered  to  the  members  of  the  visiting  club  1)}'  the 
luisicrn  Yacht  Chil)  at  tlie  chil)  house.  In  the  evcniii^^- 
tluTc  Were  races  fur  kuiriches,  four-oared  boats  and  din- 
ge\'s.    As  the  sun  went  down  the  harbor  was  brilHanth' 
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illuminated,  all  the  yachts  displaying  colored  lights,  and 
uniting  with  the  people  on  shore  in  a  grand  exhibition 
of  fireworks. 

Wednesday  was  regatta  day.  There  were  two  races 
for  schooners  and  sloops.  Among  the  spectators  was 
His  Excellency  Governor  Russell,  who  was  a  guest  on 
board  the  flag-ship  Electra.  In  town  the  day  was  ob- 
served as  a  holiday,  nearly  the  entire  population  as  well 
as  thousands  of  people  from  neighboring  cities  and  towns 
viewing,  the  unwonted  sight  from  the  headlands  and  the 
Neck. 

In  the  evening  there  was  another  harbor  illumination, 
surpassing  in  grandeur  any  that  had  preceded  it,  except 
that  of  the  night  before. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  cruise  was  declared  ended, 
when  most  of  the  yachts  sailed  out  of  the  harbor ; 
though  a  few  remained  to  take  part  in  a  special  race  that 
had  been  arranged  for  that  day. 

Another  event  of  interest  was  the  launching  at  South 
Boston  on  August  ii,  of  the  United  States  steam 
cruiser  IMarblehead.  This  ship  had  been  named  in 
ho*nor  of  the  town  by  the  authorities  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment tlirough  the  influence  of  ■Mr.  William  Reynolds, 
who  submitted  evidence  that  the  iirst  vessels  of  the 
American  navy  sailed  under  Marblehead  commanders 
and  were  manned  by  ]Marblehead  sailors,  as  well  as  of 
the  great  part  borne  by  ^larblehead  men  on  the  sea 
during  the  Revolution  and  the  war  of  1812.  The  town, 
therefore,  as  an  e\'idence  of  its  appreciation  of  the  com- 
pliment, obtained  from  the  legislature  authority  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  purcliase  of  a  set  of  flags 
to  be  ]:)resented  to  tlie  go\-ernmcrit  for  use  on  the  cruiser. 
Tlie  cc'lors  were  ])urchase(l  and  on  December  27, 
t8i,6,  \seie  [»re>enied  to  the  Ltlhcers  and  ci'^w  of  llie 
cruiser,  then    l>'ing    in    Ih'ooklyn    Navy-yard,   N.  V. 
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Messrs. 'Benjamin  P\  Martin,  2d,  and  Henry  C.  Sparliawk 
represented  the  board  of  selectmen  on  the  occasion,  tlie 
presentation  speech  being  made  by  Mr.  Sparhawk.  The 
gift  was  accepted  on  behalf  of  the  government  by 
the  commander  of  the  Marblehead,  with  appropriate 
remarks. 

The  year  1893  is  remembered  chiefly  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  one  hundred  and  seventeenth  anniversary 
of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence  was  cele- 
brated. Bells  were  rung  and  salutes  were  fired  at 
sunrise,  noon  and  sunset.  At  ten  o'clock,  A.:\i.,  a  pro- 
cession moved  through  the  principal  streets  in  the 
followinor  order  : 

Platoon  of  police,  commanded  by  Chief  Horace 
l^roughton  ;  Chief  ^larshal  William  1).  Wright  and 
staff  •  mounted  ;  Lynn  Cadet  Band  ;  the  ^Marblehead 
Light  Infantry,  Capt.  P'rank  A.  Graves  ;  John  Goodwin, 
Jr.,  Post  82,  G.  A.  R.,  Commander  Stuart  IMcClearn  ; 
carriat'-es  con.tainin^  selectmen  and  o-uests ;  Excelsior 
Drum  Corps,  Frank  H.  Lamson,  leader ;  ]\Iarblehead 
Carpenters'  Union ;  Lynn  Carpenters'  l^nion  ;  Samuel 
Tucker  Council,  O.  U.  A.  ]\I.,  represented  by  three 
floats:  "  vSigning  the  Declaration  of  Independence," 
"  Proclaiming  Liberty,''  and  "  Washington  crossing  tlie 
Delaware  ; "  Post  82,  G.  A.  R.,  represented  by  two  lloats  : 
"  Anierica  ;  "  Pocahontas  Council,  D.  of  P.,  float  :  Poca- 
hontas saving  the  life  of  Capt.  John  Smith;'-  John 
Goodwin  Jr.,  W.  R.  C,  float :  "Goddess  of  Libert}- Gov. 
Long  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  float:  "Faith,  Hope  and 
Charity;"  X.  Harris  Ware's  float:  "Martha  Washing- 
ton's vScwing  Circle  ;  "  J.  'M.  A.  Snellen's  float :  "  Water 
X\-mphs."  Small  ])ov^  dn-sscd  as  Indians  in  sini^k-  lile. 
wSchriol  childrca  in  barges,  'j'ra'les  ;  Mar])le]u'a(l  l)ie\  e]e 
Clul)  ;  lire  de})arlment,  including  the  hand-engines  (  lerry 
and  Piekett. 
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The  other  exercises  of  the  day  inchided  the  raising  of 
a  flag  on  Crocker  Park,  the  gift  of  the  pupils  of  the 
Story  Grammar  vSchool.  ^Master  Harold  Hathaway 
made  the  presentation  speech,  and  that  of  acceptance 
was  by  ]\Ir.  James  F.  Litchman,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  2>ark  commissioners.  This  was  followed  by  an 
eloquent  address  on  the  flag  and  all  that  i*t  symbolized 
by  Charles  H.  Litchman,  Ksq.  ]\Ir.  Litchman  also 
presented  tlie  vStory  School  with  a  framed  "  History  of 
the  American  Flag  "  tlie  gift  of  Mrs.  Hannah  P>artlett, 
and  this  was  accepted  on  behalf  of  tlie  school  by  'My.  F. 
L.  Keith,  the  principal. 

In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  trial  of  hand  fire  engines 
at  the  Brick  Pond  reservoir,  and  outdoor  sports  in 
Market  square  and  the  vicinity  of  the  Town  House. 
Band  concerts  were  held  at  the  Town  House,  and 
Crocker  Park.  The  festivities  terminated  in  the  even- 
ing with  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  on  Crocker  Park, 
and  an  illuminated  dory  procession  in  the  liarbor. 

Marblehead  was  selected  as  the  place  for  the  annual 
parades  of  two  I^ssex  County  organizations  this  year. 
.  The  first  was  that  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  which  took 
place  September  21.  JosejVn  R.  Graves  of  Neptune 
Lodge,  No.  31,  was  chief  marshal.  Thirteen  lodges 
of  the  order  were  present,  representing  as  many  cities 
and  towns  in  the  countv.  After  a  march  tliroueh  the 
principal  streets,  supper  was  served  at  the  armory  of 
the  INIarblehead  Light  Infantry. 

The  parade  of  the  Essex  County  Cathohc  Total  Ab- 
stinence Union  was  held  October  10.  Kdward  B.  O'Brien 
of  Marblehcad  was  chief  marshal.  After  a  march  about 
town  dinner  was  scr\-L'd  at  the  aruiory,  and  tlie  arternix)!! 
was  ^Kissed  ■  in  witnessing  s|)()rls  at  ()nling  Park.  A 
concert  and  ball  at  Aljbol  Hall  in  the  e\'ening  conchuk-d 
the  exercises. 
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The  first  definite  action  toward  providing  a  system  of 
electric  lighting  was  taken  by  the  town  x\pril  3,  1S93, 
when  a  committee  com^iosed  of  William  J.  Goldlhwait, 
Benjamin  J.  Lindsey,  John  B.  .  Litchman,  Thomas 
W.  Tucker  and  Henry  C.  vSparhawk  was  chosen  "  to 
inquire  into  th^e  cost  of  a  plant  sufiicient  to  supply  the 
town  of  IMarblehead  and  its  citizens  Avith  light  by  electric- 
ity ....  and  such  further  particulars  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  fully  inform  the  town  upon  the  su])ject,"  This 
committee  went  to  work  with  a  will,  and  after  a  thorough 
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investigation  reported  to  the  town  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing held  March  14,  1S94,  when,  tlie  report  having  been 
acee|)ted,  it  was  voted  that  the  ''Town  establish  an  electric 
lightiujg  plant  for  lightir^g  streets  and  pubhc  buildings 
and  for  tlie  sale  of  liirht  to  individuals."  The  electric 
light  committee  U4)on  v.'hose  rep(.>rt  this  action  was 
based  was  made  a  permanent  committee  to  carry  the 
vou-  into  efiect.  An  a])] >V( >priaii(>n,  ol  leri  ihou>a;u! 
dollar^  w;w  nuule  for  the  u-e  nf  the  comn-ittee,  aud  ii 
wa>  x'otevl  to  i.->ue  Itouds  to  tile  amount  of  lifly  [iioii>:iii\i 
dvdlars.  tile  })roceeds  of  the  sale  (•!  which  were  to  be  used 
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for  the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  materials  necessary  to 
construct  a  plant.  Red  Stone  Cove  was  selected  as  a 
site  for  the  power  house,  and  the  work  of  construction 
was  speedily  pushed  to  completion.  The  plant  was  put 
in  practical  operation  January  23,  1895,  when  the  entire 
town  was  illuminated  for  the  first  time,  the  light  being 
furnished  by  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  arc  lamps  of  two 
thousand  candle  power,  and  forty  incandescents  of  twent}-- 
five  candle  power  capacity.  At  the  annual  town  meeting 
of  1895  the  committee  submitted  an  exhaustive  report  of 
its  labors.  An,  additional  appropriation  of  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars  was  made,  and  a  subsequent  report  showed 
the  total  cost  of  location  and  construction  of  the  plant  to 
have  been  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents.  This  plant  is  generally 
acknowledged,  at  the  present  time  of  writing,  to  be 
superior  to  any  other  of  the  kind  in  the  state,  and  so  far 
as  known  any  otlier  in  the  country.  For  its  successful 
completion  the  town  is  indebted  to  the  efficiency  and 
■public  spirit  of  William  J.  Goldthwait  and  his  associates 
on  the  committee,  whose  unselfish  devotion  to  an  im- 
portant public  duty  will  ever  be  gratefully  appreciated. 

Tlie  work  for  which  the  committee  v.-as  chosen  having 
been  accomplished,  the  town  on  ?\larch  23,  1895,  elected 
a  municipal  light  board  consisting  of  John  B.  Litchman, 
Benjamin  J.  Lindsey  and  Henry  F.  P.  Wilkins,  to  whom 
and  their  successors,  tlie  management  of  the  electric 
light  plant,  and  of  all  business  a]:)pertaining  to  the  sale 
and  distribution  of  electricity  was  permanently  entrusted. 

Beyond  a  few  minor  local  events  there  is  little  to  record 
of  the  past  three  years.  ]May  i,  1894,  the  Burgess  Yacht 
Club  was  organized.  On  the  morning  v)f  Jul)'  T7th  o[  the 
same  vear  the  >h()e  manufactor}' (mi  }']\\u  street  belonging 
tc)  Josc}>h  Harris  ,S;  vSuns  was  destrowd  by  fire.  This 
building  was  one  of  the  hand>omest  in  town,  and  though 
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it  had  been  practically  unoccupied  for  several  years,  its 
loss  was  deeply  regretted. 

On  Thursday,  September  27,  a  muster  of  veteran  fire- 
men took  place.  There  was  a  parade  about  town,  and  a 
contest  of  hand-engines  at  Outing  Park  in  which  com- 
panies with  their  machines  from  Salem,  Peabody,  Essex 
and  Marblehead  participated.  Prizes  were  aN'varded  to 
the  Salem'  of  Salem,  and  the  Phoenix  and  Gerry  of  Mar- 
blehead. 

Thursday  afternoon,  July  16,  1895,  six  hundred  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  which  was 
holding  its  annual  convention  in  Boston,  visited  the 
town  as  the  oniests  of  the  local  branch  of  the  societv. 
They  were  escorted  to  places  of  historical  interest  about 
town,  after  which,  by  invitation  of  Progress  Hose  Com- 
pany and  Washington  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  they 
proceeded  to  the  engine  house  on  School  street  where  a 
substantial  lunch  was  served. 

It  is  cxceedino'lv  oratifviuQ;  to  the  writer  to  be  able  to 
record  in  the  closing  pages  of  this  book  an  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens  "for  the  promotion  of  the  moral, 
social  and  business  interests  of  Marblehead,  to  make  our 
tovsii  more  attractive  as  a  place  of  business  and  more 
desirable  as  a  place  of  permanent  residence."  Such,  at 
least,  is  stated  to  be  the  object  of  the  ]\Iarblehead  Club 
in  the  ])reami)lc  of  its  constitution.  This  club  was  or- 
ganized Tuesday,  rvlarch  11,  1896,  by  the  choice  of  the 
following  officers  :  President,  Rev.  Henry  C.  McDou- 
gall  ;  vice-presidents,  Benjamin  J.  Lindsey  and  Nathan 
P.  Sanl)orn  ;  .secretary,  Benjamin  C.  S.  Roads;  treasurer, 
l^verett  Paine  ;  executive  committee,  the  officers  with 
Franklin  Milieu        James  X.  l^arker. 

Tii.tl  llu-r'.;  >ini(^.ant  work  fcir  such  an  organiz.'.t i' >'."., 
c>p'.'e:all\  ill  j)-.  1  iiiK.iiiiM-  tlie  l)usiness  interests  ol  tiie 
.t'..)\vn,  no  one-  will  denv.    The  ereat  fire  of  1888  wa>  a 
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disaster  from  the  effects  of  which  the  town  has  not  yet 
recovered.  The  manufacturers  who  then  left  the  town 
have  not  returned,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  burnt 
district  remains  a  barren  waste  of  stone  and  brick,  witli 
here  and  there  a  chimnev  standing  in  solitarv  o-randeur 
as  a  silent  reminder  of  business  activity  in  the  past.  The 
great  industrial  depression  of  the  past  few  years,  which 
has  been  a  ban  to  all  business  enterprise  throughout  the 
country,  has  also  had  its  effect  in  I\larblehcad  ;  but  in 
spite  of  all  obstacles,  there  liave  not  been  wanting  men 
of  courage  and  ability  to  continue  the  business  of  shoe 
manufacturing  in  the  town.  Their  success  is  the  en- 
couraging sign  of  the  times. 

On  the  evening  of  September  lo,  1896,  the  IMarblc- 
head  High  School  Alumni  Association  was  organized,  the 
officers  chosen  being  as  follovv's  :  President,  Haskell 
K.  Knowland ;  vice-presidents,  Richard  L.  T.  Evans, 
Sarah  E.  Le^Iaster  ;  secretary.  Rev.  Benjamin  T.  Rus- 
sell ;  treasurer,  William  B.  Potter. 

The  great  event  of  the  sunnner  of  1897  was  the  visit 
to  the  tovrn  of  the  United  States  cruiser  I\Iarblehead. 
She  steamed  into  the  harbor  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
June  25,  and  remained  initil  AVednesday  of  the  next 
week.  The  bells  of  the  town  announced  her  arrival  and 
immediately  the  headlands  were  filled  with  hundreds  cf 
enthusiastic  spectators.  Soon  the  cruiser  was  surrounded 
by  boats  of  every  description.  Commander  Elmer  gave 
a  hospitable  welcome  to  all  who  visited  the  ship,  and 
durino-  her  stav  it  is  estimated  that  from  ten  to  fifteen 

o 

thousand  persons  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege. 
The  crowds  of  people  which  thronged  the  shore  every 
day  and  evening  were  from  nearly  twr)-  to\\-n  and  cit\' 
within  a  radins  (^f  fiily  miles.  There  cm  l)c  no  (l<nil)t 
tliat  a  larger  nuni])'.r  of  ]^t.:n|ilc  as>enil )led  in  Marl jlehead 
than  at  any  other  time  in  the  entire  history  of  the  town. 
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On  Saturday  afternoon  the  United  States  despatch, 
boat  Dolphin,  having  on  board  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
John  D.  Long,  entered  the  harbor.  A.  sahite  of  seventeen 
guns  was  fired  by  the  ]\Iarblehead,  and  the  compliment 
was  returned  with  a  salute  of  seven  guns  by  the  Dol- 
phin. Shortly  after,  Secretary  Long  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  came  ashore,  and  after  looking  about  town  for 
an  hour,  went  on  board  the  IMarblehead,  where  the 
courtesies  due  the  head  of  the  navy  department  were 
extended.  On  vSunday  the  secretary  attended  service  at 
the  Unitarian  Church,  after  which  he  returned  to  the 
Dolphin,  and  during  the  afternoon  she  left  the  harbor. 
On  Saturday  evening  Commander  Horace  Elmer  and 
the  officers  of  the  cruiser  were  entertained  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Essex  Club  at  their  room  in  Gregory  Pdock. 

On  IMondav  evenino'  a  m-and  harbor  illumination  and 
dory  parade  took  place  under  the  auspices  of  the  \"'olun- 
teer  Club.  This  was  the  formal  welcome  given  to  the 
^larblehead.  The  entire  shore  on  botli  sides  of  the  har- 
bor was  a  blaze  of  light  with  decorations  and  fireworks. 

At  eight  o'clock  tlie  procession  of  illuminated  dories 
moved  down  tlie  harbor  towed  by  tlie  steamer  I'londe, 
Capt.  P.  B.  Tucker,  having  on  board  the  }%ighth  Regi- 
ment Band,  which  played  inspirin.g  and  ].)atric)tic  airs 
throuL'hout  the  evcnine.  The  start  was  uiade  at  a 
signal  from  the  bell  on  Abbot  Hall,  wlu-n  all  the 
church  l)ells  in  town  joined  in  the  jubilation  for  an  hour. 

As  the  ]")rocession  neared  the  ?\l'arblehead  th.e  search- 
light of  tlie  ship  which  had  been  fiashing  from  ])lace  to 
place,  was  directed  to  the  beautiful  fiag  })re>entecl  by 
the  iown  as  it  was  fi\-ing  from  the  main  s]>auker  ]h  nk. 
The  eileel  \\;i>  m>'>L  beautiful,  anH  as  th^-  ;,^r:u\[ui  i'M- 
ot  tlu;.  star>  and  slri]-.;S  v/ere  diseeru.eil  bv  t'ae  iv.niK  use 
llivoug  of  ]'(.  ' >plr  'Ml  the  -here  t]ie\-  ga\  e  Will  t"  their 
euthu->iasm  witli  rej-^ated  elkevs. 
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Suddenly  the  five-pound  guns  of  the  cruiser  fired  a 
national  salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  This  was  the  high- 
est honor  which  could  possibly  be  given  to  the  town, 
and  the  compliment  produced  an  indescribable  scene  of 
the  wildest  excitement.  Cheer  after  cheer  was  given 
for  the  Marblehead  and  her  officers,  and  men  tlirew 
their  hats  in  the  air  in  the  ecstasy  of  joy. 

As  the  dories  slowly  wound  around  the  cruiser  a 
bombardment  of  Roman  candles  began  which  lasted 
until  she  was  enveloped  in  a  fusilade  of  fireworks.  Then, 
gradually  the  dories  moved  away,  and  the  festivities  of 
the  eveniuiJf  were  at  an  end. 

Tuesday  forenoon  the  officers  of  the  cruiser  were 
o:iven  a  carriaoe  ride  about  tov^-n  bv  the  board  of  se- 
lectmen,  and  shown  the  various  points  of  historical 
interest,  after  which  they  were  entertained  for  an  hour 
at  the  residence  of  ]\Ir.  William  Long  on  Pleasant  street, 
who  had  been  a  shipmate  of  Commander  Elmer  in  the 
navy. 

In  the  afternoon  a  complimentary  banquet  was  ten- 
dered the  officers  of  the  visiting  ship  at  the  club  house 
of  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  on  the  Neck.  This  was 
imquestionably  the  most  elaborate  affair  of  the  kind 
ever  undertaken  by  the  people  of  the  town.  Henry  C. 
Sparhawk,  Esq.,  presided  as  toast-master,  and  speeches 
were  made  in  response  to  appropriate  toasts  by  the 
guests  and  prominent  citizens. 

In  the  evening,  by  invitation  of  Capt.  Charles  A.  Slee, 
the  crew  of  the  cruiser  assembled  at  the  armory  of  the 
iMarblehead  Light  Infantry,  where  a  complimentary 
dance  was  given  in  their  honor.  At  noon  of  the  follow- 
ing day  the  ?\Iarblehead  took  lier  departure,  the  btdl  of 
A])bot  Hall  ])Laling  a  farewell,  and  the  \-aclits  in  the 
liarbor  dipping  their  colors  in  salute  a-^  she  steamed 
awav. 
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During  the  summer  the  system  of  free  mail  delivery 
Avas  extended  to  ]\Iarblehead  by  the  post-office  depart- 
ment, and  on  August  12th,  the  letter  carriers  began 
their  work.^ 

The  system  of  free  mail  delivery  was  extended  to  -Mar- 
"blehead  for  the  first  time  in  1863,  the  town  being  one 
•of  the  earliest  places  in  the  country  to  be  so  favored. 
The  first  letter  carrier  was  Thomas  F.  Pricliard,  ap- 
pointed when  the  system  went  into  effect  in  1863,  ^.nd 
■continuing  until  the  town  was  removed  from  the  list  of 
free  delivery  offices.  The  carriers  appointed  in  1S97, 
Avere  Herbert  F.  Brown,  Wallace  D.  Weed,  Arthur 
Graves  and  Frederick  A.  Broughton. 

^The  following  is  the  succession  of  postmasters  in  Marl:)lehead  since  the 
establishment  of  the  present  post-office  by  the  United  Stales  government  ; 
Thomas  Lewis,  1793;  Woodward  Abrahams,  1797;  Richard  Prince,  1S13; 
Frederick  Robinson,  1S33;  Nathaniel  Lindsey,  Jr.,  1S3S;  Samuel  f Ionian, 
1S41;  Peter  Rix,  1845;  Samuel  Homan,  1S49;  Samuel  Cox,  1S53;  Stephen 
P.  PTathaway,  Jr.,  1S63;  Knott  V.  Martin,  1S69;  Thomas  Ingalls,  1SS5; 
William  A.  Brown,  2d,  1SS9;  Haskell  E.  Knowland,  1S94. 

Following  is  the  succession  of  collectors  of  the  district  of  !^Iarblehead  and 
Lynn  from  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  government:  Richard 
Harris,  I/S9;  Samuel  Russell  Gerry,  1790;  Joseph  Wilson,  1S02;  Benjamin 
Crov, ninshield,  1821;  Benjamin  Knight,  1833;  Peter  Dixey,  1S3S;  James 
(Jregiiry,  1842;  Peter  Dixey,  1745;  James  Gregory,  1849;  William  Bartoll, 
1S53;  William  Stanley,  1861 ;  William  Reynolds,  1869;  Simeon  L)odge,  1S70; 
Francis-  A.  Osgood,  1S84;  ]->ancis  E.  Pedrick,  18SS;  Stuart  F.  McClearn, 
J  892;  Charles  PL  Bateman,  1S96. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

The  peninsula  known  as  ^Marblehead  Great  Neck,  as 
has  been  stated  in  another  chapter,  is  one  mile  long  and 
half  a  mile  v/ide,  and  contains  about  three  hundred  acres 
of  land.  Previous  to  the  year  1724,  the  land  was  held 
in  common  by  various  proprietors,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  grants  of  several  acres  each,  made  by  the  town  of 
Salem  before  the  incorporation  of  the  township  of  i\lar- 
blehead.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1724,  the  proprietors 
voted  to  subdivide  the  land,  and  to  locate  the  claim  of 
each  owner.  This  duty  w^as  assigned  to  Richard  Trev- 
ett,  John  AValdron  and  Ebenezer  Hawkes,  by  whom 
the  vote  was  carried  into  effect,  and  the  division  accord- 
•       ingly  made.^ 

There  is  little  of  interest  concerning  the  Neck  during 
the  years  preceding  the  division  of  land.  It  was  used 
principally  as  a  pasture  for  cattle  and  sheep,  and  a  man 
was  elected  annually  by  the  town  to  "  look  after  them 
and  drive  them  home  at  night-falL"  There  v/ere  those, 
however,  among  the  proprietors,  who  erected  houses 
upon  their  land  and  either  resided  there  themselves,  or 

'■'['he  pro'.rictrrs  <4  tlic  Neck  property,  at  the  time  uf  the  ilivision  in  1724, 
were  Kichar.i  Skinner,  Jolii)  Pedrick,  Andrew  IV'drick,  John  Waldron,  Francis 
i;.!U<k-n,  _|c!ui  11-.^.      Cliri-t.-.^lier  IJiiol^v,  John  Trevett,  John  Calley,  Kobert 
\   :      i   '.  Jweiiuah  t'.atclici),  Kicliard  'I'revett,  (  aj)t.  Kicliard 

Kcilii,  .M:>.  rjp.M.i  iV.vii,  1  i'cne/cr  Hau  kcs,  !ohn  l-eij/^,  NaUuii  Nor- 

Sr.,  ji.'h;i  (.  \  Mi.viM ,  I'.i  iriiivvr  I  n.;:'.lU'  w  low,  (,.'a[it.  i!enia!iun  James,  sncee>^>'r5 
of  kev.  ^aiuuei  V  iiee\er,  Mr.  Williani  Reed,  John  kaddin. 
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leased  tliein  to  others,  in  order  the  more  convenieiith- 
to  carry  on  the  fishing  business  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  The  harbor  side  of  the  Neck,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  reliable  tradition  and  by  freqnent  references 
in  the  records,  was  for  many  years  covered  by  "  fish- 
flakes,"  where  the  fish  were  cured  and  dried,  and  by  ware- 
houses in  which  they  were  stored.  Amon^^^  those  who 
thus  availed  themselves  of  these  ad\-antages,  were  John 
Roads  and  Nathaniel  Ingersoll,  both  of  whom  were 
'^shoremen."  They  were  ovvMiers  of  vessels  and  it  was 
their'custom  —  as  it  has  been  that  of  many  other  citi- 
zens of  Marblehead  since  that  time — to  fit  out  their 
vessels  and  send  them  to  the  Banks,  receiving  as  remu- 
neration a  certain  proportion  of  the  fare. 

For  many  years  the  fishermen  of  the  town  obtained . 
most  of  the  fresh  water  which  they  carried  to  sea  from 
a  spring  on  the  harbor  side  of  the  Neck,  known  as 
"  Stratton^s  spring  well,"  which  yielded  a  plentiful  sup- 
ply. Frequent  references  are  made  to  this  spring  in  old 
•leases  and  deeds,  and  it  was  doubtless  one  of  the  most 
famous  landmarks  in  tlie  vicinity. 

One  of  the  earliest  of  those  who  erected  houses  and 
resided  upon  the  Neck,  was  John  Pedrick,  whose  name 
appears  among  the  householders  of  I\Iarblehead  in  1665. 
He  possessed  a  large  amount  of  property  in  real  estate 
and,  being  a  man  of  considerable  means,  devoted  much 
of  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  From  the 
records  and  traditions  of  his  family  it  appears  that  he 
was  of  high  lineage,  and  that  Pedrick  was  not  his  real 
name.  Coming  to  America  at  a  time  Vvhen  the  luiglish 
government  strongly  opposed  the  emigration  of  families 
of  the  upper  ckiss,  a  disguise  was  rendered  necessary, 
and  he  had  rcC(»urse,  as  did  main-  others  of  his  ra.nk  and 
^l.ltiou  in  SMoict)',  to  an  assumed  UcUne.  Me  brouglit 
with  him  mone_\-,  servants,  lab(->rers,  farming  implements 
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and  household  furniture.  Some  of  the  persons  who 
came  with  him,  it  is  said  —  but  in  no  way  related  to  him 
or  his  family  —  were  permitted  to  take  his  name.  That 
it  was  his  intention  to  throw^  off  the  disguise  and  resume 
his  legitimate  name  there  can  be  little  doubt ;  but,  as 
the  years  passed  on  and  his  property  accumulated,  it  was 
evident  that  the  act  would  be  attended  by  great  incon- 
venience, and  the  idea  was  abandoned. 

Another  resident  v/as  Joshua  Coombs,  whose  family 
occupied  the  estate  for  three  generations.  He  was  the 
father  of  ?^Iichael  Coombs  who,  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  was  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  the  Loyalists 
residing  in  ]\Iarblehead.  Finding  tlie  indignation  of  his 
fellow  citizens  rather  more  severe  than  was  comfortable 
or  desirable,  Coombs  fled  to  England,  v\'here  he  remained 
until,  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  declaration  of 
peace  he  returned  to  ^Nlarblehead  and  died  in  1806,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

During  the  year  1774,  shortly  before  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  company  of  British  soldiers 
were  stationed  on  tlie  Xeck  under  command  of  IMajor 
]\IcGrath.  .They  were  tliere  but  a  short  time,  however, 
and  their  commander  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
British  officer  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

It  is  impossible  to  trace  the  families  who  made  a 
home  upon  the  Xeck  at  difi'erent  periods.  The  names  of 
Wise,  Tasker,  John  Tucker,  William  Searle,  J.  Swan, 
Henry  Roads  and  William  ]\Iesservey,  are  frequently 
mentioned  in  tlie  records,  and  from  traditions  related  by 
aged  inhabitants  of  tlie  town  it  appears  that  they  were 
fishermen.  Though  these  men  occupied  a  portion  of  the 
hand  w  itli  tlieir  *  fish-fiakes/'  it  was  a  coniparati\-el>' 
small  >cc[it>n,  and  the  greater  jiart  of  the  territory  was 
uscv:  cliief:)'  as  a  pasture  for  ninn\"  \-ears. 

During  tlic  year  1795,  ICbcnezer  (liles  Hvans  estab- 
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lished  salt  works  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Neck,  on  the 
harbor  side,  and  tlie  buikling-s  remained  there  twelve  or 
fifteen  years,  thongh  the  enterprise  proved  a  failure. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  proprietors  pre- 
vious to  the  Revolutionary  War  was  John  Andrews,  a 
wealthy  "shoreman,"  who  purchased  several  leases  and 
inclosed  them  for  a  farm.  During  the  year  1762,  in 
the  days  of  his  prosperity,  he  erected  a  house  near  tlie 
harbor,  which  has  since  been  enlarged,  and  for  several 
years  has  been  known  as  tlie  "  Samoset  House."  A 
large  portion,  of  this  property  was  subsequently  purchased 
by  Jes.se  Blanchard,  and  at  his  death  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Ephraim  Brown,  his  son-in-law.  At  frequent 
intervals,  l\lr.  Brown  jjurchased  tlie  land  of  the  several 
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owners,  until  his  estate  increased  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  embracing  nearly  the  entire  territory  of  the 
Neck. 

On  August  30,  1 83 1,  the  town  voted  to  petition 
Congress  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  Point  Neck. 
A  lighthou.se  of  .stone  was  accordingly  erected,  INIr. 
Ezekiel  Darling  being  the  first  keeper.  Tliis  building 
remained,  not  oulv  as  a  gnide  lu  niaririers,  bnl  as  a 
picturesi|iK-  bnulni;irk  f'._)r  a  j'leried  (A  sixl\'-fonr  \"ears, 
when,  in  1895,  the  government  found  it  necessary  to 
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replace  it  with  a  liioher  and  more  modern  structure  of 
steel  and  iron,  which  was  erected  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mr.  John  F.  Power,  of  ]\Iarblehead. 

About  the  year  1840,  ■Mr.  Brown  be^^an  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  upon  his  estate,  and  in  a  few  years  it  became 
one  of  the  fniest  and  most  productive  in  the  country. 
After  the  death  of  the  owner  the  property  was  leased  to 
various  parties,  one  of  Vvdiom  was  Mr.  jNIartin  Ham,  who 
conducted  the  farm,  while  his  son,  ]\Iartin  Ham,  Jr., 
occupied  the  house  near  the  beach,  since  known  as  the 
"Atlantic  House,"  and  opened  it  to  the  public  as  a 
hotel. 

During  the  year  1867,  Ham  began  to  under-lease 
small  lots  to  sojourners  for  the  summer,  and  in  a  sliort 
time  a  large  number  of  temporary  cottages  were  erected. 
iVs  the  advantages  of  the  Neck  became  known,  many 
who  desired  the  delightful  freedom  of  seashore  life 
erected  commodious  tents,  in  whicli  they  dwelt  wnth 
their  families  throughout  the  season.  In  a  few  years 
the  ocean-side  presented  the  appearance  of  an  encamp- 
ment of  a  small  army.  Hundreds  of  tents  were  pitched 
algng  tlie  shore,  and  through  the  long  and  sultry  sum- 
mer days  the  dwellers  found  health  and  liappiness  in  the 
calm  enjo}-mcnt  of  their  surroundings. 

While  the  Ih-own  estate  was  tlius  passing  from  farm 
and  pasture  land  to  a  summer  resort,  a  similar  transition 
was  taking  place  upon  other  portions  of  the  Neck.  On 
the  29th  of  April,  1867,  :\Ir.  John  H.  Gregory  sold  his 
estate  near  the  harbor  (about  three-quarters  of  an  acre  ) 
to  Messrs.  A.  H.  Dunlap,  Thomas  Pierson,  John  Blunt 
and  George  McMasters,  all  of  Nashua,  N.  H.  Late  in 
tlu-  month  ('f  JiMu.-,  in  the  same  year,  these  gentk-men 
k-it  \\i-.]nui  V.  ;th  ;i  lompain'  of  car})entL'rs,  and  all  the 
matcih>l>  r.(.\\;-,^.ir\'  t^r  llie  construction  of  four  colt-iges, 
and  four  small  stables.    On  the  4th  of  July  the  luMises 
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were  finished,  and  shortly  after,  the  owners,  with  their 
families,  moved  into  them.  These  were  the  first  houses 
built  by  permanent  summer  residents  upon  the  Neck. 

During  the  summer  of  the  same  year,  i\ir.  John  Spar- 
hawk,  who  ow^ned  about  three  and  a  half  acres  of  land 
in  the  vicinity,  leased  a  portion  of  it  to  various  persons, 
and  several  houses  were  erected.  From  this  small  be- 
ginning the  growth  of  the  settlement  was  rapid  and 
constant.  New  houses  were  erected  every  year,  and 
with  each  season  the  number  of  summer  residents  in- 
creased. 

On  the  iith  of  January,  1872,  the  entire  property 
upon  the  Neck,  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Kphraim 
Brown,  was  sold  at  public  auction  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  purchasers 
were  Charles  Odiorne  and  others  of.  Boston,  who  formed 
a  company  known  as  the  ?\Iarblehead  Great  Neck 
Land  Company. ' ' 

Under  the  direction  of  this  company  tlic  land  was 
laid  out  into  house-lots,  an  avenue  was  built  along  the 
entire  ocean-side  of  the  Neck,  and  other  similar  im- 
Drovements  were  made.  A  few  vears  later,  however, 
the  company  having  failed  to  keep  the  conditions  of  a 
mortgage  given  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  the  proper- 
ty again  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Brown  estate. 

Of  late  years  a  better  class  of  houses  have  been  built 
by  summer  residents  than  former!}',  and  the  small  cot- 
tages have  gradually  given  way  to  tliose  of  a  larger  size. 
Some  of  these  houses  are  among  the  finest  in  the  entire 
township,  the  owners  apparently  sparing  neither  pains 
nor  expense  in  improving  and  beautifying  their  sur- 
roundings. 

])uring  tlu-  wiw  i'^77,  a  linll  was  ereoU'd  hy  tlie 
eUorts  of  the  \-oung  people,  which  answers  the  double 
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purpose  of  a  place  for  holding  religions  services  on  vSun- 
day  and  for  social  gatherings  on  other  evenings  of  the 
week. 

In  1882  a  post-ofiice  was  estalolished  at  the  Neck, 
the  official  name  of  which  is  Nanepasheniet.^ 

The  Eastern  and  Corinthian  Yacht  Clubs  have  erected 
commodious  and  attractive  club  houses  on  the  harbor 
side  of  tlie  Xeck,  and  as  the  harbor  is  the  headquarters 
of  both  clubs  it  presents  a  scene  of  animation  during  the 
summer,  especialh'  at  such  times  as  races  are  held,  or 
when  the  yachts  assemble  preparatory'  to  a  cruise.  The 
Corinthian  Yacht  Club  was  organized  July  7,  18S5. 


EASTKKN  YACHT  CLUC  HOUSE. 

To  the  lover  of  nature,  IMarblehead  Great  Neck 
presents  rare  opportunities  for  the  enjoyment  and  culti- 
vation of  his  tastes.  One  of  the  greatest  natural  curios- 
ities on  tlie  ocean  side  is  the  Churn,"  a  fissure  in  the 
rocks  about  tliirtx-  feet  deep,  where  the  water  roars  and 
seethes  at  half-tide. 

The  view  from  "  Castle  Rock,"  or  "Great  Head,"  as 
it  is  sometimes  called,  is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  found 
on  the  entire  Xew  hhiidand  coast.     Tiie  \'ast  expanse  of 
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water  from  the  south  shore  to  Thatcher's  Island,  re- 
lieved here  and  there  by  the  beautiful  islands  along  tlie 
shore,  presents  a  scene  which  the  appreciative  beholder 
will  not  soon  forget.  In  the  distance,  "  Half-way  Rock," 
so  called  because  it  is  half  way  between  Boston  and 
Cape  Ann,  is  seen  standing  bold  and  defiant  in  mid- 
ocean.  P^or  many  years  the  fishermen  of*  I\larblehead, 
Avhen. sailing  past  this  rock,  were  in  the  habit  of  throwing 
a  few  pieces  of  small  coin  upon  it,  believing,  with 
characteristic  superstition,  that  the  act  would  insure 
o-oo'd  luck  and  a  safe  return. 

Nearer  the  shore  are  Tinker's  and  Ram  Islands,  and 
a  short  distance  off  the  "  Point,"  Marblehead  Rock 
serves  as  a  guide  to  vessels  entering  the  harbor.  Tlie 
view  from  the  harbor  side  includes  at  once  the  town, 
Lowell,  Baker's  and  other  adjacent  islands,  and  in  the 
distance,  Beverly,  ]\Ianchester  and  Gloucester  shores. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

The  history  of  a  town  cannot  be  better  told  than  in 
the  story  of  its  old  houses  and  landmarks,  ^larblehead 
is  rich  in  these. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  localities  is  that  known 
as  Peach's  Point,  where  tlie  first  settlement  was  made. 
In  the  vicinity  resided  ]\Ioses  ]\Iavcrick,  Christopher 
Lattimore,  John  Peach,  Richard  Rcith,  William  Walton, 
Robert  Plooper  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cheever.  On  ac- 
count of  the  annbiguous  description  of  property  in  the 
records  we  cannot  locate  the  houses  in  wliicli  they  lived, 
though  some  of  them  are  undoubtedly  still  standing,  but 
we  kno\\'  that  they  were  near  Little  Harbor. 

It  was  at  one  of  the  coves  of  Little  Plarbor  that  the 
first  ship  was  built  in  ]\Larbleliead,  probably  the  ship 
Desire,  the  third  built  in  the  colony,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  in  another  chapter.  The  builder  was 
John  Coitc,  who  built  a  barque  for  I\Ir.  Humphreys,  and 
resided  n.ear  the  cove  where  he  carried  on  the  Inisiness  of 
boat  building  for  some  years.  Coite  was  in  ^Marblchead 
as  early  as  1636.  His  first  liabitation  was  a  wigwam 
which  he  occupied  until  he  had  built  a  house  on  a  hill 
near  by.  In  the  course  of  time  he  removed  from  tlie 
to\\'n,  and  sold  liis  ] )ro] htIn-  to  William  Pitt  of  whom  ii 
was  sii];-^-(pK-v.[l\-  pnrcluiSed  ])v  Chri.^loplicr  Latlinicre. 
Tile  cuw-  at  whicli  Coite  carried  on  his  bu>iues>  in  after 
years  iKcame  tlie  su])jLet  of  controversy   Ijctween  llic 
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town  and  Edward  Horn  an,  who  in  1677  fenced  it  in, 
and  Robert  Hooper  was  authorized  to  prosecute  him  as 
the  agent  of  the  town.  We  have  been  unable  to  learn 
the  final  decision  of  the  case,  but  numerous  affidavits 
were  filed  to  prove  that  the  cove  was  a  town  landint^r 
place.  The  description  of  the  premises,  and  the  name  of 
"  Stony  cove  "  would  seem  to  indicate  that  thecoVe  men- 
tioned was  that  off  Orne  street,  near  the 
^  works  of  the  Marblehead  Gas  Com- 
a^^^^^'^'i  P^^-^^'*         niay,  however,  have  been 

\  \  , :  one  of  the  other  co\^es  of  Little  Harbor. 

■  corner  of  Pond  and  Orne 

ii  ^'  streets,  near  the  Old  Burying  Hill, 

v;  stands  the  house  known  as  the  "  Old 

Bris:,"  formerlv  the  home  of     Old  Di- 

MOI.L  pitcher's  ^ 

DONNET.  mond,"  of  whose  miraculous  powers 

as  a  wizard  many  weird  stories  were  heard  and  believed 
by  the  fishermen  among  whom  he  lived.    In  this  house, 
too,  we  are  informed  - 
by  tradition,  "his  de- 
scendant,   ^lary  Di-  / . 

moiid,  afterward  the  ' 
wife  of  Robert  Pitch-        <^  ;  ,      ^  ' 

er,    and    known    as      :  ^       •  _        ^_  .  ^  ■ 

Moll    Pitcher,    the  ■    ^    ^^j'  ;  ' 

famous  fortune  teller  1^  -     ^      : :        k  _ 

of  L>'nn,   was  born 

The  oldest  house  "     "'  "^  - 

of   which  we    have  tvckkh  house. 

any  accurate  record,  is  tliat  known  as  the  Tucker  House, 
situated  on  I'rwut  street.  As  ^■■avIv  ;is  the  \-ear  ir)')], 
this  lionsc  was  deeded^  by  j-hu  C'ulner  tu  his  sdi 
.jolm.  It  is  said  that  the  ><'unL;  uuui  w:is  about  to  be 
married,  and  that  his  lalliei-  intended  it  as  a  wetldir.u: 


'  i  in 
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present.  For  many  years  the  house  stood  by  itself  in  an 
open  field,  and  as  Codner  owned  nearly  all  the  land  in 
the  vicinity,  there  were  few  houses  built  around  it. 

As  the  commercial  trade  of  the  town  increased,  sev- 
eral wharves  were  built  near  by,  and  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  was  purchased  for  the  erection  of  dwelling- 
houses,  and  for  business  purposes.  The  large  ware- 
houses, some  of  v/hich  are  still  standing  where  they 
were  erected  more  than  a  century  ago,  recall  the  days 
when  they  were  filled  witli  foreign  merchandise,  and  the 
fish  cured  in  Alarblcliead  were  expcjrted  to  the  markets 
of  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  The  people,  generally^ 
were  prosperous  in  those  days,  and  as  the  town  was 
constantly  visited  by  strangers  who  desired  entertain- 
p  ,  ment,  several  public  houses  or 

.  taverns  were  established,  all  of 

^/  "'\  wdiicli  were  profitably  conduct- 

--^V  ed.    Of  one  of  these  taverns, 

0  ;  :  •  :>     which  was  kept  in  a  house  on 

a,..  .  ,.  -     V^'^:' .    the  corner  of  Front  and  Glover 

-  -\  -^^  Streets,  an  interesting  tradition 

r  "  "  "        is  related.    It  is  said  that  dur- 

OLD  TAVERN,  FRONT  STREET.  lug  tlic  ycar  1/75,  whcii  thc 
British  frigate  Lively  was  lying  in  the  harbor,  several 
shots  were  fired  on  shore,  one  of  which  struck  the  side 
of  this  house,  where  it  was  imbedded  many  \'ears.  ]\Iore 
than  a  centur}-  afterward  when  it  was  found  necessary 
to  re-clapboard  the  house,  the  shot  was  found,  thereby 
proving  the  truth  of  the  tradition. 

Another  legend  is  that  when  the  place  of  the  frigate 
Lively  had  been  taken  by  the  ^Merlin,  a  number  of 
marines  and  i'<^'tty  (^ffcc/rs  of  the  latk-r  slii]^  \-i<iu-d  the 
old  la\-crn  one  iiiL.'hl  '.md  whik'  \\\<.-X'.:  i-.;i;u]-\ d  in  man\' 
rcuiarlcs  LXpiL>si\e  of  the  ci.>iitLnr[)i  the)"  felt  lor  the 
Americans.    Among-  oilier  epithets  tlie)'  applied  to  the 


r 


i 

OF  MARBLEHKAD.  489 

Yankees  was  that  of  cowards.  It  happened  that  among 
the  persons  present  was  yonng  Robert  Wormsted. 
Breaking  a  broom  across  his  knee,  he  seized  the  handle 
and  brandishing  it  in  the  air,  exclaimed  :  "  Enough  of 
this  boasting  I  I  have  no  weapon  but  this,  but  with 
it  I'll  unarm  every  one  of  you,  taking  you  singly  or 
collectively."  The  challenge  was  accepted.  Every 
British  oiticer  in  turn  was  unarmed  by  the  youthful 
champion.  vSwords  were  sent  flying  in  all  directions, 
and  deeply  chagrined,  amid  the  jeers  of  the  bystanders, 
the  braggarts  returned  to  their  ship. 

A  short  distance  from  the  old  tavern,  though  on  dif- 
ferent streets,  are  the  houses  once  owned  and  occupied 
by  Gen.  John  Glover  and  his  brother  Col.  Jonathan 
Glover.  The  house  of  the  general  stands  on  the  street 
now  known  by  his  name,  while  that  of  his  brother  is  on 
Front  street. 

Thi.^  house  is  situated  some  distance  back  from  the 
street  and  is  partially  concealed  from  view  by  several 
houses  in  front  "of  it.  The  land  now  occupied  by  these 
houses  was  formerly  Colonel  Glover's  garden,  which,  in 
its  day,  is  said  to  liave  been  one  of  the  finest  in  town. 
A  gate  at  tlie  entrance  to  this  garden  was  supported  by 
two  large  posts  ujion  each  of  which  stood  a  gilded  eagle 
with  outs]~)rcad  v/ings.  For  this  reason,  the  house  was 
for  many  years  called  the  "  Eagle  house,"  and  by  this 
name  it  is  still  familiarly  known  by  the  older  inhabitants. 

During  a  >e\\re  thunder-storm,  about  the  year  1790. 
this  house  was  struck  by  lightning.  Colonel  Glover  and 
his  two  daugliU'rs,  one  of  whom  was  the  wife  of  the 
Re\'.  l'"]>cnc:'er  Hu])bard,  who  was  also  present,  barely 
Lsoai'ed  >cri<'i:^  ini-;r\.  A  tomiu  wliicli  tlu-v  liad  left  Inil 
a  K'\\-  n>.  ur.'",*  •      '  l:;.era]l v  torn  to  pieces.    (  'r.e 

of  ihe  >*'m'g  ki<lie>  wa^  pi<-l!'aled  llie  li>ditniug  and 
a  |H)rlii'U      hrv  clothiiig  look  fire.     The  e\-enl  was  i(-ng 
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the  chief  topic  of  conversation  in  the  town,  and  upon 
one  person,  at  least,  it  made  a  serious  impression.  This 
was  a  youth  named  Samuel  Bowden,  who  wrote  a  grapliic 
account  of  tlie  affair  in  verse. 

In  addition  to  many  other  important  services  rendered 
to  his  country  during-  the  war  for  independence.  Col. 
Jonathan  Glover  assisted  in  unloading  the  British  trans- 
port Hope  after  she  was  captured  by  the  gallant 
IMugford.  The  powder  ship  was  taken  up  through 
Pudding  Point  Gut,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remove  tlie 
ammunition  and  stores  to  avert  the  danger  of  loss  in 
the  event  of  the  retaking  of  the  ship  by  the  boats  of  the 
British  fleet  before  she  could  be  taken  into  Boston.  In 
a  letter  to  General  Washington,  dated  Marblehead,  July 
20,  1776,  Colonel  (Tlover  said  :  "  I  hastened  to  Pudding 
Point  Gut  and  procured  a  small  craft  and  before  night 
got  out  twelve  hundred  barrels  of  powder  ;  I  procured  a 
guard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  General , Ward ; 
I  engaged  the  best  pilot  in  Boston  and  by  placing 
lanterns  on  the  buoys  he  got  her  up  safe  off  the  wharf 
before  dayligbjt.  I  ceased  not  till  with  vast  labor  and 
.fatigue  the  whole  cargo  was  secured.  On  account  of 
this  business  for  four  days  and  three  nights  I  did  not 
pull  off  my  clothes  and  scarcely  slept  at  all." 

Near  Colonel  Glover's  house,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  is  the  old  custom  house,  where  the  merchants 
in  the  olden  time  were  in  the  habit  of  congregating  to 
hear  the  news  and  to  talk  over  the  expected  return  of 
their  vessels.  During  the  Revolution  the  records  kept 
in  this  building  were  stolen  by  loyalists  and  carried  to 
Halifax,  N.  S.  In  this  way  much  important  informa- 
tion lias  l3cen  lost,  and  v/c  have  little  documentary 
CN'idence  <:)f  the  comriicrcc  of  the  town.  ])'vfnrc  the  w;ir. 

On  vSL-lman  sircet,  near  Franklin  street,  is  the  liouse  in 
which  that  siurdy  old  patriot,  Capt.  John  vSelman,  re- 
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sided  during  his  lifetime.  His  famous  expedition  to 
Prince  Edward's  Island  and  his  patriotic  zeal  in  captur- 
ing the  governor  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader.  The 
old  gentleman  did  not  have  a  very  exalted  opinion  of 
General  Washington  after  the  severe  reprimanding  he 
received,  and  throughout  his  life  expressed  the  greatest 
indignation  at  what  he  considered  the  injustice  done 
him. 

Near  by,  on  Franklin  street,  is  the  house  erected  by 
the  Rev.  John  Barnard,  and  in  wdiich  he  resided  during 
his  long  and  usefvd  pastorate.  I\Ir.  Barnard  was  born 
in  Boston,  November  6,  1681,  and  entered  Harvard 
College  in  1696.  Four  years  later  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  honors.  Though  constantly 
engaged  in  preaching  during  the  years  which  followed,  it 
appears  that  he  was  not  regularly  ordained  until  tlie 
year  1716,  when  he  was  settled  in  ]\Iarblehead  as  the 
colleague  of  the  Rev,  Sanuiel  Chcever.  From  this  time 
initil  his  death  he  resided  in  the  town,  devoting  himself 
assiduously  to- the  sacred  profession  he  had  chosen.  As 
a  preacher,  he  was  considered  a  "  burning  and  sliining 
light  for  many  years  ;  his  praise  was  in  all  tlie  churches, 
and  lie  seen.ied  like  a  high-priest  nmong  the  clerg\-  of 
the  land."  He  died  January-  24,  1770,  in  the  cight>-- 
ninth  year  of  his  age. 

On  the  Oj^posite  side  of  the  street  is  the  nu')dcst  liouse, 
once  the  home  of  Capt.  Richard  James.  Captain  James 
was  a  })r(>spei'ous  merchant  ])revious  to  the  Revolution, 
and  owned  a  large  amount  of  ]>roperty  in  various  parts 
of  the  town.  In  later  years  the  house  becaine  the  home 
of  Moscs  A.    Pickett,   wlio  died  in  lea\-iii'^^  lii-^ 

Ci:til\-  1»V()]K-1  t\-  In  lilt.'  |)nnr  <  >f  tlU'    Inwn.      'I'lli-^  rCrtlllMl^ 

him.  11  aniltilii -n,  i  \  idcnti\',  \s  a>  to  ])c  r(  m^itU'rcd  an 
arti>t,  and  in  time  he  attained  eon.-videral'tle  loc.d  celebn- 
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ty.  His  pictures  —  painted  on  glass,  representing  green 
cows  and  horses,  eating  red  or  blue  grass  —  excited  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  every  child  who  beheld  them. 
For  many  )^ears  the  house  has  been  used  as  a  liome  for 
poor  widows,  the  benevolent  old  gentleman  having  be- 
queathed it  to  the  town  for  that  purpose. 

Orne  street,  leading  from  Franklin  to  Beacon  street, 
derives  its  name  from  Col.  Azor  Orne,  one  of  the  patriots 
who,  with  Gerry  and  Glover,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
stirring  scenes  incident  to  the  war  for  independence. 
The  house  in  which  he  lived  still  stands  on  this  street, 
suggesting  interesting  reminiscences,  related  by  the  okl 
people  a  generation  since,  of  the  days  when  its  hospitable 
doors  were  thrown  open  to  receive  distinguished  guests, 
and  the  neoro  slaves  sanof  merrilv  while  busv  about 
^^._^-2:-T:^,  their  work. 

'^-"^'s^^^^  The    street  upon 

^  -  -vj  which    the  (greatest 

V;  ■     '  number    of  historic 

,    :  ' .      ,  ,.  houses  are  situated  is 

'    '       Washi no-ton  street,  ex- 
/."j-'^r    tending    nearly  the 
,  v.^,,^' '^'^^^  entire    length    of  the 

--^S^^^sJ^^"         town.     The    first  of 

lilRTHPLACE  OK  GERRV.  these    houses   we  shall 

mention  is  that  situated  on  the  corner  of  vStacey 
street,  which  is  said  to  have  been  originally  a  part 
of  the  first  meetinor-house  in  ]\Iarblehead.  The  meet- 
ing-house  was  erected  on  the  old  Burying  Hill,  but 
was  subsequently  removed  to  Franklin  street,  where 
it  was  very  much  enlarged.  In  the  course  of  time  it 
was  pulled  down,  when  tlic  timbers  were  purchased  and 
used  in  the  C(.)u^tnicii( '.n  of  iIiIn  biiildinLr. 

Xcarl\-  rr|)|M:,^aL  \\w  Xorili  Cluireh  "  is  the  okl  lionic- 
stead  of  Capt.  Thomas  Gerry,  one  of  the  must  eminent 
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merchants  of  tlie  town  in  the  olden  time.  In  this  house 
his  distinguishecl  son,  Elbridge  Gerry,  was  born,  and 
thou£'-h  it  has  since  undercrone  a  number  of  alterations, 
the  room  in  which  the  great  patriot  first  saw  the  light 
has  been  allowed  to  remain  unchanged. 

Elbridge  Gerry  suggested  in  a  letter  to  John  Adams, 
dated  1775,  the  appointment  of  the  l)eloved  Colonel 
Washington  of  our  sister  colony  of  Virginia,"  as  com- 
mander-in-cliief  of  the  American  army,  and  it  is  an 
interestincr  coincidence  that  in  later  years  the  house 
became  the  propert}-  of  Capt.  William  Pdackler,  a  veter- 
an of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  captain  in  Glover's 
regiment,  and  it  was  his  proudest  boast  through  life 
that  he  was  in  command  of  the  boat  in  which  General 
AVashington  crossed  the  Delaware  River  on  the  night 
before  the  battle  of  Trenton. 

Near  by,  on  the  corner  of  Pickett  street,  is  the  house 
once  the  home  of  Maj.  John  Pedrick,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant before  the  Re\'olution.  Plis  ships  sailed  to  nearly 
every  port  in  England,  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
his  transactions  were  with  some  of  the  largest  mercantile 
houses  of"  Europe.  At  one  time,  it  is  said,  he  owned 
twent\'-five  vessels  encrao-ed  in  the  foreign  trade. 

The  Revolutionary  War,  which  proved  so  disastrous 
to  the  merchants  of  ^Marblehead,  bore  with  especial 
severity  upon  ?\Iajor  Pedrick.  Several  of  his  vessels 
were  destroyed  by  British  cruisers  in  ]Massachusetts  Bay 
and  many  others  rotted  in  port.  But  through  it  all  he 
proved  himself  a  zealous  patriot  and  a  firm  friend  to  his 
country.  When  his  son  was  drafted  as  a  soldier,  he 
charged  him  not  to  accept  a  dollar  from  the  government 
for  his  services,  and  provided  him  witli  money  to  meet 
his  cX])fn>Lvs.  11  is  daii-]iter>  made  a  silk  l)clt  for  tlieir 
brolliL-r  lo  wear,  in  which  the  gold  and  sih'cr  coins  were 
quilted  for  safety. 
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In  addition  to  his  other  losses,  Major  Pedrick  suffered 
severely  by  the  depreciation  of  continental  money.  At 
a  critical  period  of  the  war  he  furnished  the  government 
with  valuable  military  and  naval  stores,  for  which  l:e 
was  obliged  to  receive  a  large  amount  of  paper  mone}-. 
In  a  short  time  this  money  became  utterly  worthless  and 
the  entire  amount  was  lost. 

Another  house  in  tliis  vicinity,  of  which  an  interesting- 
story  is  related,  is  that  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  ]\Ie- 
chanic  streets.  It  was  erected  by  the  Rev.  vSimon  Brad- 
street,  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke  as 
pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church.  x\fter  his 
death  it  became  the  property  of  his  daughter,  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Story.  It  was  in  this  house  that  W'ill- 
iam  vStory,  Esq.,  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  ]\Ir. 
Story  was  formerly  of  Boston,  and  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  held  the  office  of  registrar,  in 
the  court  of  admiralty.  PI  is  office  was  on  State  street, 
nearly  opposite  the  old  vState  Plouse.  On  the  eventful 
night  in  1765  when  the  citizens  of  Boston,  infuriated  by 
the  passage  of  the  vStamp  Act,  sacked  the  house  of 
(governor  Plutchinson,  the  office  of  I\lr.  Story  was  also 
visited,  and  many  valuable  books  and  documents  were 
carried  into  the  street  and  burned.  ]\Ir.  vStory  subse- 
quently took  his  residence  with  his  sons  in  j\iarblehead. 
He  died  November  24,  1799,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

On  Washington  street,  near  the  head  of  State  street, 
the  old  Town  House  still  stands  where  it  was  erected  in 
1727.  What  Faneuil  Hall  is  to  P)Oston,  this  old  build- 
ing is  to  ]\larblehead.  Within  its  hallowed  walls  nearly 
every  question  of  importance  to  tlic  town,  the  state,  or 
tlie  uaii(ni,  v;:i'- disL-us-cd  b\- local  ('r;.ilor>  for  niurc  llian 
a  century.     It  here  tluit  Hm-  luid    Pee  fired  the 

hearts  of  their  townsmen  witli  tlieir  patriotic  eloquence 
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in  the  days  of  the  Revohition,  and  young  Elbridge 
Gerry  gave  evidence  of  that  ability  which  made  him  a 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  governor  of  ]\Ias- 
sachnsetts,  and  finally  vice-president  of  the  United 
States. 

Here,  too,  the  famous  Marblchead  regiment  was 
recruited ;  and  liere  the  ]\Iarblehead  Light  Infantry 
assembled  on'  the  stormy  morning  of  April  16,  1861,  and 
sent  the  first  response  to  the  call  of  tlie  President 
for  troops  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  In 
former  years,  tlie  hall  now  used  for  public  purposes  was 
the  town  market,  the  town  meetino-s  beino^  held  in  the 

o  o 

room  above.  A  pul^lic  scliool  was  kept  in  the  same 
room,  and  it  was  tlicre  that  many  of  the  most  distin- 
guished citizens  of  tlie  town  obtained  the  rudiments  of 
education. 

The  houses  in  this  \-icinitv  are  aniono-  the  oldest  in 

-  o 

]\Iarblehead.  Nearly  all  of  them  have  been  standing 
more  than  a  century,  and  there  are  several  of  wliich  an 
interesting  st<-)r\-  can  be  told. 

Xorth  of  the  Town  House,  situated  on  the  corner  of 
Mugford  street,  is  tlie  quaint  old  homestead  of  the 
Bowen  family.  Xathan  Bowen,  and  three  of  his  de- 
scendants, placed  their  signs  over  the  door  of  this  house 
and  the  store  adjoining,  as  "Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Xotarv  I'ublie.''  ICach  of  these  dio-uitaries,  in  turn, 
held  various  important  local  oflices,  and  all  were  men  of 
marked  intcliigouce  and  alulitv. 

In  former  yea;>,  a  justice  of  the  peace  exercised  the 
authurit)-  now  vesk-d  in  a  trial  justice.  Petty  offenders 
were  brou_i;ht  beiMrc  him  for  trial,  and  those  whose 
crimes  were  oi  .1  m"''e  ^--  i-imis  nature,  were  examined 
and  j-nl  \  '  ■  •:      :■  •  .  :  ■  .  arance  at  a  higher  coinl. 

Tb.e  '.v . .  -  :■•  ':\  :\\.::..ni  Bowen,  the  firs  I  jn>tiee 
■oi  that  name.  ihrMW  a  cnri..n>  light  U])on  the  criminal 
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annals  of  the  town.  He  held  office  under  the  colonial 
government,  in  the  days  when  the  stocks  and  the  whip- 
ping-post were  the  dread  of  offenders. 

A  few  extracts  from  these  records  wnll,  perhaps,  be 
appreciated  by  the  reader. 

"  1769  April  19.  J\Iary  Russell,  wife  of  John  Russell 
of  IMarblehead,  Fisherman,  having  on  thf  27  day  of 
June,  A.D.  1768,  complained  to  me  that  the  sd  Russell, 
had,  on  the  2  5t]i,  of  June  aforesaid,  had  stolen  from  him 
a  pair  of  Cotton  and  Linnen  Sheets,  of  the  value  of 
thirt)'  sliilHngs,  the  property  of  the  sd  John,  and  praying 
for  a  warrant  to  search  for  the  same  and  that  the  Thief 
uiay  be  brought  to  punishment.  Cesar,  a  Negro  man  ser- 
vant of  William  Peach  was  brought  before  me,  and  beino- 
examined,  confessed  that  he  stole  the  said  pair  of  sheets 
from  the  said  Russell  on  the  vSummer  last  past,  and  left 
them  in  the  Dwelling  house  of  I\Iary  JMesser  on  her  Bed. 

"  Its  therefore  ordered  by  me,  the  said  justice,  that 
the  said  Cesar  be  whipped  Ten  stripes  on  his  naked 
back  at  the  Public  Whipping  Post  in  ^larbleliead." 

"  1770  October  2d.  John  Bryant  otherwise  called 
Wiseman  was  brought  before  me,  charged  with  profane- 
•ly  swearing  in  IMarblehead,  the  twenty  third  day  of 
September  foregoing.  Ordered,  that  the  said  John  Bry- 
arit  do  pay  a  fine  of  five  shillings  to  the  poor  of  the 
town  of  ^larblehead  and  stand  committed  till  performed." 

"  1 771  April  24th,  Samuel  Russell  Gerry,  and  Fran- 
cis Abbot,  came  before  me  and  confessed  that  they  were 
severally  guilty  of  unnecessarily  walking  on  the  last 
Sabbath  Day  in  IMarblehead  contrary  to  Law.  Where- 
upon its  ordered  that  they  do  each  of  them  pay  a  fine 
to  the  poor  of  the  town  of  IMarblehead  of  Five  Shillings 
and  costs.'' 

"  1 771  Au!^'i!sf  26.  vSamurl  Lovis,  of  IMarblehead, 
Laborer,  being  intoxicated  and  misbehaving  him  in  \\\\ 


MO 


OF  MARBLEHEAD.  497 

presence  in  said  2\Iarblehead,  contrary  to  the  peace  etc. 
Ordered,  that  the  said  Samuel  Lovis  be  committed  to 
the  Stocks  in  ^larblehead  and  there  ke23t  from  half  past 
3  till  half  past  5  of  the  clock,  afternoon  of  this  day, 
which  was  done  accordingly." 

"  1772  November  24.  John  Sparhaw^k  of  IMarblehead, 
Merchant,  having-  this  day  complained  to  me  tlie  said 
justice,  against  Elizabeth  Petro  and  jMary  Gallison  of 
sd.  ]\Iarblehead  single  women  for  stealing  from  the  com- 
plainant Two  Dozen  Handkerchiefs,  the  said  Elizabeth 
and  Mary  were  brought  before  me  and  pleaded  guilty. 
Its  therefore  ordered  that  they  restore  to  the  said  John 
Sparhawk  six  pounds,  being  treble  the  value  of  the 
goods  stolen  ;  and  that  Elizabeth  Petro  be  whipped  Ten 
stripes  on  her  naked  ^ 
back-,  and  that  the  sd       (-  ^  . 

]\Iary   Gallison   pay  a  ,  |  :  - 

fine   of   I'wenty  Shil-      '         '  |'    -  _ 
lings  to  the  King.''  -  ;i  :     .  ^ 


On  the  eastern  side 
of  "Washini'ton  street, 
situated  south  of  tlie 


Town    House,   is  the 

house     which      was      for-  B.RrHPLACE  op   JUSTICH  STORV. 

mcrly  the  residence  of  Dr.  Elisha  Story,  and  in  which 
his  son  Jo.seph  Stor\',  the  distinguished  jurist,  was  born. 
Dr.  vStory  was  an  eminent  physician  and  surgeon,  who 
removed  from  I'oston  to  :\Iarblehead  in  1770.  Erom 
that  time  until  his  death  he  resided  in  the  town.  In 
1773,  he  was  one  of  that  ''small  band  of  sturdy  revolu- 
tionists/' who  .U'U-e  a  practical  demonstration  of  the 
o|)po>iii*.n  ni  liK  eMi-'i:i-:-<  t(.  iIkj  (Inly  on  tea,  board- 
iu^:  the  >\\\\-^  '.i<;e;i  witli  tliat  aiiiele,  and  ilimwiiu^ 
their  whi>'K-  eaiL;*'e-,  am* iuntin!.;-  to  alxjut  three  hmulred 
au'l  foi"ty-tW( '  eiu>t'-,  iiitu  ihe  liar])()r  cif  r)()st<ui. 
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■  He  was  also  one  of  the  "  vSons  of  Liberty,"  and  was 
selected  to  disarm  and  g-ag  one  of  the  sentinels  on  Boston 
Common,  on  the  night  when  the  two  brass  field-pieees 
placed  there  b}'  order  of  the  British  commander-in- 
chief,  were  captnred  and  taken  over  to  Boston  Neck. 
He  performed  this  difficnlt  and  dangerons  service  in 
accordance  with  a  plan  previonsly  arranged,  and  tlie 
affair  was  successfnlly  conducted. 

"  The  two  cannon  played  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
Revolution,  and  were  the  same  afterward  described  bv 
the  secretary  of  war  in  a  representation  to  Congress,  as 
two  brass  cannon,  which  constituted  one  moiety  of  the 
field  artillery  with  which  the  late  v/ar  was  commenced 
on  the  part  of  America,  and  were  constantly  in  service 
during  the  war,  and  upon  which  he  was  desired  to  affix 
a  suitable  inscription.  On  one  of  them  therefore  was 
inscribed,  '  The  Hancock,  sacred  to  Liberty  ; '  on  the 
other  ( which  was  the  cannon  taken  by  Dr.  Story ) , 
'  The  Adams.  ' 

"  During  the  Revolution  Dr.  vStory  was  attached  to 
Colonel  Little's  regiment  as  a  surgeon.  But  it  was 
common  in  the  Continental  army  for  the  surgeons,  and 
even  the  chaplains,  to  act  as  soldiers,  and  in  most  of  the 
battles  occurring  during  his  connection  with  the  army 
he  was  engaged.  He  fought  at  Concord  and  Lexington, 
pursuing  the  British  troops  at  every  step  during  their 
retreat  to  Charlestown,  and  was  in  the  trenches  as  a 
volunteer  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  fighting  beside 
his  friend  \\'arren  during  all  the  early  j)art  of  the  en- 
o-aeement,  and  until  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  dutv 
of  a  soldier  for  that  of  a  surgeon  in  removing  and  at- 
tending to  the  wounded."  ^ 

On  the  o])V)()site  side  oi  the  strciL  near  the  ccnicr  of 
Ple:i>:M]t.  ^ri\'(,'l,       ilic  IK )incstt.-:i(l  of  l^i.lward  ilol\'okc, 

^  /.(/;•  o.nd  Letlcn  0/  josc/h  S!vry. 
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the  first  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Churcli, 
afterward  president  of  Harvard  College.  Here,  on  the 
first  day  of  August,  1728,  his  son,  Edward  Augustus 
Holyoke,  afterward  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
physicians  in  ]\Iassachusetts,  was  born.  Dr.  Holyoke  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1746,  and  in  1749 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Salem.  He  was  tlie 
first  president  of  the  ]\Ias.sachusetts  Medical  Societ}-, 
and  also  president  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Scion ces.  He  died  in  vSalem,  jNIarch  31,  1829, 
having  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
years  and  seven  montlis. 

On  the  same  side  of  the  street,  near  the  head  of  Dar- 
ling street,  is  the  large  brick  house,  once  the  liome  of 
Thomas  Rol:)ie,  the  lo\-alist,  of  whose  acts  during  the 
Revolution  an  account  has  been  given  in  a  previous 
chapter  of  this  work.  In  later  years  the  house  became 
the  residence  of  Major  Joseph  W.  Green,  who  for  nearly 
thirty  years  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  mercliants 
in  the  town.  A  few  years  after  the  close  of  tlie  war  of 
I  Si  2,  he  engaged  in  business  with  Benjamin  Porter, 
under  the  fnin  name  of  Porter  &  Green.  In  a  short 
time  this  firm  em}-)]o_\-ed  fourteen  vessels  in  the  fishing- 
trade,  besides  ])rigs  and  packets  wdiich  were  sent  to  New 
York  and  the  West  Indies.  Their  wharves  and  ware- 
rooms  were  fdkd  with  every  commodity  used  in  fitting- 
out  vessels  for  st-a,  and  it  is  said  that  at  one  time  they 
furnisliL-d  se\xnlN--five  vessels  with  stores,  anchors,  ca- 
bles, wood  and  sup]>lies  of  every  kind  necessary  for  a 
long  voyage  to  llie  lianks.  Through  the  influence  of 
^lajor  Green,  llie  Grand  Ikmk  was  established,  and  he 
w:is  its  {\:-<i  ] >!\--:(k-nt. 

A  ^hovl  <\\-\:]]:{\-  iv'-'\u  \\':i^hii:L:lon  street,  on  tlie  east- 
ern  >!vk'  I'i   llcui'^]-  ^ircel.  the  former  residence  ot  tlie 

Ilont-r.iljie  KmIkM  II«..i)].-.r,  Ivstjuire,"  is  still  standing. 
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"  King  "  Hooper,  as  he  was  called,  was  the  wealthiest 
merchant  in  ]\larblehead,  and  one  of  the  wealthiest  in 
New  England  previous  to  the  Revolution.  His  ships 
sailed  to  every  port  of  P'urope  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
his  name  and  fame  as  a  merchant  extended  to  all  the 
mercantile  centres  of  the  world.  He  lived  in  princel}' 
style  for  those  days,  and  some  of  the  highest  dignitaries 
of  the  land  were  his  frequent  guests.  His  uniform  cour- 
tesy and  kindness,  and  his  benevolence  to  the  poor,  en- 
deared him  to  all,  especially  the  people  of  Marbleliead,  b\- 
whom  he  was  greatly  beloved.  The  sobriquet  "  King," 
it  is  said,  was  given  to  him  by  the  fishermen,  not  on 
account  of  his  wealth,  as  is  generalh'  supposed,  but  be- 
cause of  his  lionor  and  integrity  in  dealing  with  them. 
They  were  "ignorant  men,  and  contrary  to  tlie  practice  of 
some  of  the  merchants  and  shoremen.  King  Hooper  was 
never  known  to  clieat  them  or  to  take  advantage  of 
their  ignorance.  During  the  Revolution,  Air.  Hooper 
was  a  loyalist,  and  his  name  was  reported  to  the  town  as 
one  of  those  "  inimical  to  the  cause  of  their  country." 

On  Lee  street,  next  but  one  to  tjie  corner  of  Union 
street,  is  the  house  formerly  the  home  of  Commodore 
Nicholson  Broughton,  who  commanded  the  first  public 
armed  vessel  fitted  out  l^y  the  United  Colonies  during 
the  Revolution,  captured  the  lirst  British  ship,  and  sub- 
sequently commanded  the  first  naval  expedition  of  the 
war. 

The  Lee  ^Mansion,  situated  on  tlie  northern  side  of 
Wasliington  street,  is  the  best  evidence  tliat  can  be  pro- 
duced of  the  prosperity  the  town  enjoyed  during  the 
years  })receding  the  Revolution.  It  was  built  in  the 
yeariyOS,  by  Col.  Jcremiali  Lee,  a  wcalth\-  mei'cluint, 
and  its  i^riginal  cost  w;i>  ox'cr  ten  tht )u->aii(l  pouiuL.  It 
is  said  t<'  liaw  l)Lcn  one  ul  tlic  mi)>i  ek_^ant  and  cxpL-n- 
sively  finished  hou>es  in  the  British  ccjloiiies,  and,  judg- 
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ing-  from  its  magnificent  proportions,  no  one  can  doubt 
it.  Its  fnie  hall  and  stairway,  and  the  paper  made  in 
luigland  for  the  walls,  still  excite  the  admiration  of  all 
who  visit  the  old  house.  It  was  here  that  Washington 
was  entertained  when  he  visited  the  town,  and  Lafay- 
ette was  received  on  two  occasions.  Here,  too,  President 
Monroe  received  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  ;  and 
here  Andrev\'  Jackson  shook  the  hands  of  the  sturdy 
fishermen,  who  almost  worshiped  the  old  hero,  and  were 
so  true  to  him  through  life. 

On  Tucker  street,  opposite  the  head  of  Mason  street, 
is  the  building  formerly  known  as  the  Masonic  Lodge. 
It  was  erected  in  the  year  1822,  by  the  Marblehead  Free 
Sch(M)l  Association,  and  originally  contained  two  school- 
rooms and  a  large  hall.  The  hall  was  occupied  by  Phil- 
antliropic  Lodge  of  P'reemasons,  one  of  the  oldest  lodges 
of  that  order  in  the  country.  It  was  instituted  in  1760, 
lliou^t^li  its  charter  was  not  obtained  until  the  year 
177S.  Many  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  the  town 
have  been  membt-rs  of  this  order,  and  in  former  years 
il  v,-a,s  a  large  and  ilourishiup-  ororanization. 

Thv  liouses  upon  "  Training-field  Kill,"  or  Washington 
stjiiarc,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Common,  were  formerly  tlie 
li<'U-.es  of  opulent  merchants  and  sea  captains.  The  two 
con-;idered  most  noteworthy,  hovvever,  are  the  Lee  Plouse 
<ui(l  tile  Hooper  House,  both  of  which  are  on  tlie  north- 
ern side  of  the  square,  fronting  the  Common.  The  first 
of  tlu-e  liouscs  was  owned  by  Col.  William  R.  Lee,  of 
RevohUionary  fame,  who  resided  there  after  his  return 
Irom  llie  amu-  until  liis  removal  from  town. 

The  }Io(^])er  House  was  built  by  John  Hooper,  P'sq., 
one  of  tlu-  v.-ej.ltine^t  of  tlie  merchants  of  :\Iar1)le1ie;id. 
^b;.  lIo.MH-r  \va.<  for  many  years  the  ]->resi(]ent  of  ihe 
M..1  I'.ea'l  n.m];,  .nul  et^)nnecti(.)n  with  lhal  in>liiu- 
Uou  in  the  earlier  years  of  its  existence  did  innch  to 
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establish  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  sohd  and  reli- 
able in  the  vState. 

That  which  is  of  more  especial  interest  concerning  the 
house,  however,  is  the  fact  that  it  was  the  birthplace  of 
the  Hon.  Samuel  Hooper,  a  son  of  the  inerchant.  He 
was  born  February  3,  1808.  In  earl}-  life  he  removed  to 
Boston,  wliere  he  became  an.  eminent  merchant,  and 
amassed  a  large  fortune.  His  public  life  ];cgan  in  1851, 
when  he  was  elected  a  representative  in  the  IMassachu- 
setts  legislature,  and  served  tlu-ee  terms.  In  1S57,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of -.the  vState  senate,  where  he 
distinguished  himself  by  directing  legislation  upon 
banking  and  finance.  In  1S61,  he  was  elected  a  repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  to  fill  a  \acancy  caused  by  tlie 
death  of  the  Hon.  William  Appleton,  and  continued  a 
member  of  that  body  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
February  14,  1875.  While  in  Congress,  ]Mr.  Hooper 
was  a  member  of  se\"eral  im]K)rtant  committees,  among 
them  that  on  banking  and  currenc}-.  His  efi^nrts  in  be- 
half of  the  bill  providing  for  the  national  banking 
system  were  such  that  vSecretary  Cliase  wrote  a  letter 
attributiiig  its  success  to  his  "  sound  judgment,  persever- 
ing exertiows,  and  disinterested  patriotism." 

Near  the  western  end  of  Training-field  Hill,''  on 
the  southern  side  of  AWasliington  street,  is  the  house 
formerly  ovrned  by  ^Michael  Bowden,  anotlier  loyalist 
of  the  Revolution.  During  the  war,  one  of  the  loyal- 
ists, who  had  made  liiPiiself  especialh'  obnoxious  to  the 
citizens,  fled  to  this  house  for  protection.  He  was  pur- 
sued, however,  and  the  ar.gry  citizens  surrounded  the 
house  and  demanded  admittance.  Finding  that  no  notice 
was  taken   of  their  dc-uunid^,  forced  an  cntnuice 

and  l)cgan  a  \'igi]:iui  s^aTch.  ,\-  ; !;ey  enloi'ed  the  sit- 
tin.g-r<)om,  ihex'  were  C'.'iU'ioy.L^''.  I}\  Mrs.  lluwde!],  who 
exclaimed:      ( hjutkiuen,   1   a>.sure  you   thu  man  yon 
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seek  is  not  in  this  house.  On  my  word  and  honor,  I 
assure  you  he  is  not  under  this  roof.  If  you  persist  in 
this  unlawful  business,  this  unprecedented  conduct,  you 
will  cause  the  death  of  my  daughter."  As  some  of  the 
persons  present  were  aware  of  the  illness  of  the  daughter, 
the  search  was  abandoned.  The  citizens  had  been  truth- 
fully informed.  The  man  was  not  in  the  house  nor 
under  the  roof,  but  he  was  on  the  outside  of  the  roof, 
concealed  behind  a  chimney. 

The  "  Watson  House,"  situated  on  the  hill  at  tlie 
head  of  Watson  street,  was  built  by  Benjamin  ]\Iarston, 
Esq.,  who  before  the  Revolution  was  an  eminent  mer- 
chant in  IMarblehead.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
"  King  "  Hooper,  and  of  Col.  Jeremiah  Lee,  with  both 
of  whom  he  was  associated  in  business  as  a  partner.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  became  an  earnest 
loyalist,  aud  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country.  After 
his  departure  the  house  was  confiscated  by  order  of  the 
government,  and  subsequently  became  the  property  of 
his  nephew,  ^'vlarston  Watson,  Esq.  That  geutleman 
was  born  at  Plymouth,  ^lay  27,  1756.  "  After  receiving 
all  excellent  school  education,  and  being  qualified  for 
admission  to  the  University,  he  was,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  placed  as  an  apprentice  with  Col.  Jeremiah 
Lee.  Upon  the  death  of  Colonel  Lee,  in  1775,  ^Ir. 
Watson  resumed  his  classic  studies  with  an  intention  of 
entering  college,  and  had  actually  made  arrangements 
at  Cambridge  for  that  purpose  ;  but  the  Revolutionary 
War  having  then  commenced,  and  Colonel  Glover  offer- 
ing him  a  lieutenancy  in  his  own  regiment,  ]\Ir.  Watson, 
reluctantly  abandoning  his  literary  pursuits,  accepted 
the  commission,  and  in  the  month  of  T)ecem])er.  1776, 
wa.s  acli\-L'ly  enga^^cd  in  the  battles  of  'i^rent'Ti  and 
rr: :iccL<  ni,  in  wliicli  Gl<>\-cr's  regiment  i)ure  ^ 
guislied  a  share.     He  was  ])articnlarl\-  patronized  \)y 
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Gen.  Charles  Lee,  and  acted  as  his  temporary  aid-de- 
camp. General  Lee  had  made  arrangements  for*  his 
permanent  establishment  in  that  office,  and  he  served 
in  that  capacity  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  But  upon 
the  suspension  of  General  Lee,  his  hopes  of  immediate 
promotion  being  checked,  he  relinquished  the  army^ 
and  engaged  in  commerce.  His  activity  and  industr}' 
were  prospered.  He  married  in  1779,  and  establislied 
himself  at  Marblehead.  In  1790  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  IMarblehead  regiment,  and  in  about 
three  years  afterwards  was  lieutenant-colonel  command- 
ant. In  1794,  when  eighty  thousand  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States  were  provisionally  detached  under  the 
apprehension  of  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  Colonel 
Watson  was  selected  to  command  a  regiment  detached 
from  the  division  to  which  he  belonged."  ^  In  1797,  he 
removed  from  IMarblehead  to  Boston,  where  he  died 
August  7,  1800. 

Another  house  of  great  historic  interest  is  that  for- 
merly known  as  the  Prentiss  House,  situated  on  ^Mugford 
street,  near  the  corner  of  Back  street.  It  was  built  l^y 
Peter  Jayne,  who  for  many  years  was  a  noted  school- 
master in  the  town.  During  the  years  immediate!)' 
preceding  the  Revolution,  the  Committee  of  Safet\'  " 
held  its  meetings  in  a  hall  in  the  upper  part  of  this 
house,  Tlie  "  Tnesda\'  Evening  Club,"  of  which  General 
Glover,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Dr.  Story,  Colonel  Lee  and 
other  well-known  citizens  were  members,  also  held  its 
meetings  there.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Jayne,  his  wife 
married  Joshua  Prentiss,  J^sq.,  who  for  many  years  held 
the  office  of  town  clerk.  During  the  time  of  his  resi- 
dence tliere,  in  tlie  \-ear  1791,  the  ?^Icthodist  Church 
w:is  urgaiiixed  in  iIk-  old  liall  ;  and  for  sex'cral  \\;ar.s  alter 
llic  unnuirri^d  iir!ni-ur>  ^>f  lliat  dcn(jiiiination  Ixjardc-d 
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in  his  family.  In  later  years  the  house  became  the  home 
of  Gen.  Samuel  Avery,  a  brigadier-general  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts militia. 

The  house  on  the  corner  of  ]\hu>-ford  and  Back  streets 
is  distinguished  as  tlie  place  where  James  Alugford,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  went  to  "housekeeping"  shortl)'  after  their 
marriage.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  ♦near  the 
Unitarian-  Church,  stands  the  house  where  the  dead 
hero  w^as  carried  to  his  sorrowing  young  bride,  whence  he 
was  borne  to  the  grave.  This  house  was  the  residence 
of  i\Ir.  John  Griste,  the  father  of  Airs.  i\Iugford,  and 
has  alwa}-s  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

The  small  shop  on  Back  street,  owned  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Wormstcad,  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  oklest  buildings  in 
town.  It  was  formerly  a  dwelling-house,  and  there  is 
an  interesting  tradition  concerning  it.  One  night  in  the 
early  days  of  the  settlement,  it  is  said,  this  house  was 
attacked  by  several  Indians  who  clamored  for  admit- 
tance. The  male  members  of  the  family  were  away  at 
the  time,  and  the  only  occupants  of  the  house  were  three 
unprotected  women.  Finding  that  their  assailants  were 
likely  to  gain  an  entrance,  one  of  the  women  opened  a 
window,  and  seizing  a  pot  of  boiling  porridge  which 
was  cooking  over  the  fire,  scattered  it  about  in  all 
directions.  The  Indians  were  not  prepared  for  such  a 
warm  reception,  and  as  they  were  all  badly  scalded, 
departed  in  great  haste. 

The  house  on  High  street,  formerly  the  residence  of 
the  Creesy  family,  though  not  so  old  as  those  already 
mentioned,  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  this  chapter.  It 
was  the  birthplace  of  Ca])t.  Josiah  Perkins  Creesy,  who 
waswidrl}-  known  ariKMi!^-  niercliants,  through  a  long  ca- 
w^  r  as  a  .^ulw.  >>fril  >lii] 'UKiNU-r  and  famous  na\-igal(  >]■.  1  Ic 
wa>  cuuimaiuk-r  of  {he  sliip  l-lyiiii.'^  Cluud,''  in  wliicli 
lie  made  a  series  of  r^ipid  \-o\'ages  to  China  and  llie 
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Pacific  coast,  and  the  two  quickest  passages  on  record 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco.  The  most  noted  of 
these  was  in  the  year  1S51,  when  the  passage  was  made 
in  eighty-nine  days  and  twenty-one  hours.  The  event 
attracted  great  attention,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe,  and  it  was  entered  in  the  archives  at  Washing- 
ton that  "  Captain  Crees}-  can  challenge  the  annals  of 
navigation,  past  and  present,  for  an  equal  to  the  speed 
made  in  his  quick  passages.'' 

Of  the  house  on  the  soutlnvestern  side  of  vStatc  street 
near  the  corner  of  Washington  street  a  pretty  and  ro- 
mantic story  is  told.    It  was  the  home  of  Capt.  Edmund 


is  said  that  ^liss  Bray  was  the  only  woman  that  Whit- 
tier  ever  loved.  That  Whittier  visited  his  sweetheart  in 
her  home,  and  roamed  about  the  rocky  coast  of  the  dear 
old  town  with  her,  is  more  than  probable,  as  it  would 
seem,  from  his  reference  to  the  "  gray  fort's  broken  wall ; 
the  boats  that  rock  below,"  and  other  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  one  of  the  sweetest  of  his  poems,  "  The  Sea 
Dream."  The  lovers  drifted  apart,  however  ;  why,  we 
mav  never  know.  ]Miss  Bray  became  the  wife  of  the 
Rev,  William  vS.  Downey,  a  Bapli.^t  ckT,^-_\ man,  and,  as 
i>  Well  ]:iunvn,  WliiniLi  nex'cr  married. 

The  large  mansion  house  on  Prospect  street,  opposite 


WKS.  EVF.LYS  (BRAV) 
rOWNEY. 


Bra}-,  a  Revolutionary  veteran,  and 
after  the  war  a  commander  of  mer- 
chant ships.  His  daughter,  Evelyn 
Bray,  while  a  fair  maid  of  tender 
years  resided  with  him,  and  attended 
school  at  the  Haverhill  Academy, 
where  slie  met  John  G.  WHiittier, 
whose  poetry  has  since  cheered 
many  a  life  and  gladdened  many  a 
home.  A  strong  attachment  existed 
between  the  youthful  couple,  and  it 
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the  Catholic  Church,  was  the  home  of  Commodore  Sam- 
uel Tucker,  the  naval  hero  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  in 
the  garden  fronting-  the  house  that  he  was  splitting 
wood  when  the  express  arrived  Vv^th  his  commission,  and 
in  this  house  his  devoted  wife  made  the  pine  tree  flag  of 
^Massachusetts  under  which  he  sailed,  and  which  he 
wore,  as  he  said,  in  honor  of  his  country  and  for  love  of 
the  maker. 

The  house  on  the  northwest  side  of  Vvashington 
street,  northeasterly  from  the  Lyceum  Building,  was  the 
liome  of  Capt.  Samuel  R.  Trevett,  who  commanded  a 
company  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775.^ 

^  A  musler  roll  of  the  compo.ny  under  the  command  of  Capt.   Samuel  R. 


Trevett  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Samuel  R.  Trevett,  Captain, 

Micajah  Breed,  Matross, 

Joseph  Swasey,  Captain  Lieutenant, 

Peter  Martin,  " 

Richard  (Gardner,  Lieutenant, 

James  Hav.'kes, 

Thomas  Bowden,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Zac.  Clough,  " 

Robert  Wormstead,  1st  Sergeant, 

iNIoscs  Gerry,          "  wounded 

Benjamin  Hodgkins,  2d  *' 

JDavid  Gillman,  " 

Michael  .\pplebee,  3d  *' 

Samuel  Blaisdell,  " 

Samuel  Galchell,  Corporal, 

Benjamin  Roach,  " 

Jeremiah  l-leed,  " 

Asa  Kimball,  " 

Moses  Porter,  " 

Henry  Giles,  " 

Benjamin  Bennet,  Drummer, 

William  Jackson,            killed  in 

Benjamin  Gardner,  Lifer, 

battle, 

John  \'allison,  Bombadier,  wounded, 

Elijah  Burnham,  Matross, 

Thomas  Barker,  " 

John  Hollorday,  *' 

Thumas  Meek,  " 

Enoch  Jarvis,  " 

Henry  Hanson, 

Edwin  WHiittemore,  Matross, 

Philip  Carroll,  Gunner, 

Benjamin  Bates,  Jr., 

Isaac  White, 

Peter  Sadgen,  " 

William  1 1  arris. 

Alex  Grant,  '• 

Joseph  Wilson,  " 

William  Davidson,  " 

William  CrutY,  Matross, 

l*eter  Purdey  " 

Nathaniel  Messerve,  Matross, 

Samuel  Giles,  " 

K')b;  ri  Gir.ilcr, 

Nicholas  Newbury,  " 

Sauiacl  KuhertSL'n,      •  " 

Ktii>cr:      :iti:  .  SN  s. 

Danivl  0:„;:ar. 

l>aniel  Canuicb.ael,  killed  in  ballle. 
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CHAPTER  XXIIL 

FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  history  of  this,  the  first  church  gathered  in  IMar- 
blehead,  properly  begins  in  the  year  16S4,  though  a 
public  preacher,  or  religious  teacher,  had  been  supported 
in  the  town  for  many  }'ears  previous  to  that  time. 

On  the  24th  of  ^lay,  1684,  as  we  are  informed  by  the 
records,  the  people  of  IMarblehead  voted  to  invite  'Mr. 
Samuel  Cheever,  "who  had  been  their  minister  for 
fifteen  years  and  a  half,  to  take  the  office  of  a  pastor  ;  " 
and  to  organize  themselves  into  a  "  particular  society 
•for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  ordinances  in  this  place  as 
in  other  towns  and  places  in  this  country." 

The  church  was  organized  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1684,  ^vith  fifty-four  members,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
dismissed  from  the  First  Church  in  Salem  for  the 
purpose.  The  ordination  of  I\Ir.  Cheever  took  place  on 
the  same  day,  with  impressive  ceremonies,  "  the  whole 
work  "  being  countenanced  with  the  presence  of  the 
deputy-governor,  five  of  the  assistants,  and  twenty  elders 
with  many  ministers  and  young  scholars,  and  many 
others." 

The  Lord's  vSupper  was  administered  for  the  first 
time  on  Sunday,  October  5,  of  the  same  year. 

There  is  link-  information  to  be  oljtaincd  from  the 
records  coiicciTiing  ihr  ciiurch  and  its  pasUa-  until 
the  year  17 14,  when,  in  consequence  of  tlie  ad\-anced 
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age  and  declining  health  of  ]\Ir.  Cheever,  it  was  voted  to 
call  an  assistant.  The  concurrence  of  the  town  was 
obtained  in  the  matter,  and  Messrs.  John  Barnard  and 
Kdward  Holyoke,  of  Boston,  and  Amos  Cheever,  a  son 
of  the  minister,  were  named  as  candidates.  INIr.  Barnard 
received  the  vote  of  the  church  and  the  town  for  the 
position,  but  as  the  friends  of  Mr.  PTolyoke  v,'ere  nnv/ill- 
ing  to  yield,  the  result  was  an  exciting  and  bitter 
controversy.  Finally,  after  several  church  meetirigs 
had  been  held  in  the  vain  attempt  to  settle  the  matter 
satisfactorily,  the  friends  of  ^Ir.  Holyoke  withdrew,  and 
organized  the  Second 
Congregational  Church, 
calling  yii'.  Holyoke  as 
their  pastor.  The  First 
Churcli  refused  to  send 
delegates  to  the  council 
called  to  organize  the 
new  church,  and  sent  an 
earnest  protest  to  the 
legislature  when  a  char- 
ter was  applied  for. 

^Ir.  Barnard  took  up 
his  residence  in  IMarble- 
head  in  the  autumn  of 
1^15,  and  was  ordained  f'-r^^''"  conghegationm.  chi  kch.  (oi  d  north. ■> 
on  the  iSth  of  July  of  the  following  year.  ''As  tlie 
smiles  of  Providence  were  seen  in  the  temperateness  of 
the  day,"  says  the  record,  "so  the  solemnity  was  counte- 
nanced v,-ith  the  presence  of  several  councillors,  many 
ministers  and  a  vast  assembly  of  people  from  all  parts.'' 

TIk'  i\-cmv(K  of  this  church  afford  an  c\-i(lcnce  of  the 
]M-v.spcri!\  viiiovcd  ])v  tlie  ]H--(>p]e  of  Marbklu'ad  for 
man}-  \^-,.ir>  prexaous  to  the  Rex'olution.  Man\-  of  iIk- 
weallliicst  citizens  of  the  town  were  amoni^-  its  cunnnu- 


1;  -         In"'    '  ■  


\myi\- 


5IO  THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

nicants,  and  large  amounts  of  money  were  frec^uently 
contributed  for  charitable  purposes.  On  the  occasion  of 
a  public  fast,  held  July  2,  1752,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  pounds  was  collected  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  Boston.  Eight  years  later  another  collection 
was  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  a  great  fire  in 
Boston,  when  the  congregation  responded  in  a  manner 
equally  as  liberal  and  generous. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  1762,  the  Rev.  William 
Whitwell  was  ordained  as  assistant,  and  eight  years 
later,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Barnard,  he  assumed  the 
entire  pastoral  charge  of  the  church.  Mr.  Wliitwell 
remained  with  his  people  until  removed  by  death, 
November  8,  1781. 

On  the  ist  of  January,  1783,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Hub- 
bard Vv'as  ordained.    His  ministry  covered  a  period  of 
nearly  eighteen  years  in  duration  and 
^}       "  ended  at  his  death  in  the  year  iSoo. 

,  ;  "  The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Sam- 

;\         uel  Dana,  who  was  ordained  October" 
■  -  •        7,  iSoi.    During  the  thirty-six  years 

-  -'"^  of  his  labor,  four  Inindred  and  eighty 

members  were  added  to  the  church. 
;  :  ]   /        ■  '     In  the  year  181 7  a  Sunday-school  was 
established,  and  during  the  same  year 

KEV.  SAML'KI.  DANA.  a  U  C W  bell  was  procured  for  the  meet- 
ing-house by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people. 

During  the  following  year  (  181S)  the  chapel  on  Pearl 
street  was  erected. 

In  the  year  1823,  ^^^^  '^^^  meeting-house  having  be- 
come unserviceable  from  its  dilapidated  condition,  the 
proprietors  voted  to  tear  it  down  and  to  build  a  new 
edifiCe.  Accordiugu-,  in  the  >-car  1S24  ihe  stone  chuicli 
on  \\'.:v-hiii^ti 'U  -trecl  w;i.-^  cTcetcil.  It  was  iriii-^lini,  anil 
the  services  of  dediccition  took  place  July  21,  1S25. 
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In  1832,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Cozzens  was  ordained  as 
colleague  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  remained  five  years,  when 
both  o-entlemen  resigned  and  were  dismissed  bv  council 
at  their  own  request. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1S37,  the  Rev.  INIark  Haskell 
Niles  was  installed  as  pastor  and  remained  until  Novem- 
ber 27,  1 84  4.  Plis  successor  was  the  Rev.  Eel  ward  A. 
Lawrence,  who  was  installed  April  25,  1845. 
resigned  Jul)  12,  1854,  to  accept  a  professorship  in  the 
East  Windsor  'I'heological  Seminary. 

Shortly  after  the  resiguation  of  ]\Ir.  Eawrence,  a  call 
was  extended  to  tlie  Rev.  I'enjamin  R.  Allen  of  South 
Berwick,  ]Me.,  who  accepted  the  pas-  ^-^-v—,  > 

torate  and  was  installed  November  8        z^-:^  '  ^ 
of  the  same  }'ear.    During  his  min-         v  r'^--" '" 
istry,  in  the  year  1858,  the  church     v.  -'     /.  V 
was  divided  by  a  serious  controversy,  :7 
which  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  "  \:  ' 

about  fort)-  members  and  the  organi-  v^' 
zation  of    the  Third   Congregational  ,  ■ 

Churcli.  ■■^■V  ^  ^ 

'In'the  \-ear  1868,  a  "  meadow  lot  "  '^i--^-  »•  ^-  ^i-len. 
and  two  cow  leases  belonging  to  the  church  were  sold, 
and  the  proceeds,  together  with  donations  from  the 
Eadies'  Parish  Society  and  others,  amounting  to  about 
four  thousand  dollars,  were  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
a  lot  of  land  on  }ligh  street  and  the  erection  of  a 
parsonage. 

Mr.  Allen  died  suddenly  June  2,  1872,  and  on  the  3d 
of  Septembt:r,  1873,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Williams  was 
ordained  as  jxislor. 

The  Tliird  Cougregntional  Clnirch,  of  which  mention 
has  been  m;i(le,  was  ori;:inizL'(l  Se])tem]KM-  2S,  1S5S. 
i*u]j)lic  services  were  held  at  Lyceum  Hall  every  Sab- 
bath,  until   Octolxr  9,    1860,   when   a  new  house  of 
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worship,  which  had  been  erected  on  the  corner  of  School 
and  Essex  streets,  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
exercises. 

The  pulpit  was  filled  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Homes 
from  April  22,  i860,  to  November  9,  1862,  and  by  sev- 
eral other  clergymen  as  supplies,  until  August  31,  1864, 
when  the  Rev.  Theodore  D.  P.  vStone  was  installed  as 
the  first  pastor.  ]\Ir.  Stone  resigned  September  25, 
1867,  and  a  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  Edward 
A.  Lawrence,  who  was  installed  November  19,  1868. 
He  renjaincd  five  years  and  ^A'as  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Frank  D.  Kelsey,  who  was  ordained  July  7,  1874,  and 
resigned  early  in  tlie  year  1877. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1877,  during  the  great  confla- 
gration which  devastated  a  large  portion  of  the  town 
the  house  of  worship  was  destroyed.  While  the  church 
was  thus  without  a  pastor  and  a  church  edifice,  it  was 
decided  to  disband  the  organization  and  to  accept  an 
invitation  from  the  members  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  to  consolidate  and  unite  with  them. 

The  First  Church  having  increased  largely  in  num~ 
•bers  by  this  accession  of  members,  the  chapel  on  Pearl 
street  was  found  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  all 
who  attended  the  prayer-meetings,  and  during  the  year 
1878  a  suitable  building  was  erected  on  Wasliington 
street  near  the  church.  It  was  dedicated  on  Wednesday 
evening,  March  12,  1879. 

Februar}'  4,  1S83,  after  a  pastorate  of  nine  years  and 
five  months,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Williams  resigned.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  vS.  Linton  Bell,  who  was  in- 
stalled February  28,  1884. 

On  Wednesda)',  August  13,  tSK-I,  t'ne  two  hiuidrccUli 
anni\-ei'sar\'  of  the  crLianization  (»t  llie  cburcli  was  celc- 
bralcd  ];y  rqfjjiupriale  services  all  day  and  in  tlie 
evening. 
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In  1886  the  granite  front  of  the  meeting-house  being 
somewhat  ont  of  repair  it  was  found  necessary  to  rebuild 
it.  A  fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  given  by  Sarah  B. 
Fettyplace,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Lucy  C.  D. 
Fettyplace,  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  that  estate  as  a 
memorial  to  their  sister,  to  be  used  in  repairing  the 
meeting-house,  was  utilized  for  the  purpose,  the  repairs 
being  completed  in  November.  The  embankment  in 
front  of  the  church  was  lowered,  and  the  interior  of  the 
meeting-house  changed  by  lowering  the  pulpit  platform, 
putting  in  a  new  pulpit,  modern  pews  and  convenient 
orchestra  seats  for  the  choir. 

In  takine  down  the  front  wall  of  the  meetinof-hoiise 
there  was  found  imbedded  in  the  mortar  back  of  the 
stou.e  marked  ^IDCCCXXIV,  a  silver  plate  with  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  engraved  upon  it  : 

THIvS  TEMPLE 

for  the  worship  of  Jehovah,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
is  the  First  Church  in  2\Iarblehead,  constituted  April 
13,  1684,  was  erected  A.  D.,  MDCCCXXIV,  Samuel 
Dana,  pastor,  under  the  direction  of  William  Reed, 
Calvin  Briggs  and  Dan  Weed,  agents  of  the  society 
principally  by  the  munificence  of  individuals,  and  more 
than  all  others  of 

Hon.  WILLIAM  REED. 
Laiis  Deo! 

On  the  reverse  side  : 

Ministers  of  the  Society. 

I.    J<-)hn  AA'crx',  1635. 

William  Walu^n,  oi'iiciaU-d  30  years  and  died  166S. 
3.     SamU'vl  C]iL'c\-er  aitvr  preaching  16  >'cars,  ordained 
first  pastor  August  13,  1684;  died  ]\lay  20,  1724,  T^A.  85. 
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4.  John  Barnard,  ordained  colleague  pastor,  July  18, 
1 7 16;  died  January  24,  1770,  7Et  89. 

5.  William  Whitwell,  ordained  colleague,  August 
25,  1762  ;  died  November  8,  1781,  ^t.  45. 

6.  Kbenezer  Hubbard,  ordained  January  i,  1783 ; 
died  October  15,  1800,  Alt  43. 

7.  Samuel  Dana,  ordained  October  7,  1801. 

Deacons  in  1824. 

John  Goodwin  chosen  1787  ;  Nathan  Bowen,  chosen 
1788. 


This  plate  with  a  copy  of  the  "  Bi-centennial,''  a  book 
containing  an  account  of  the  exercises  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church,  various  manuscripts,  and  the 
newspapers  of  the  day,  was  enclosed  in  a  copper  box  and 
again  built  into  the  front  wall  of  the  church. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

ST.  MICHAKI^'S  CHURCH. 

From  tlie  earliest  records,  it  ap^^cars  that  the  church 
edifice  used  by  the  couimunicants  of  the  Protestant  PZpis- 
copal  Church  iu  ^larblehead  was  erected  in  the  year 
1714,  thouj'di  the  parish  must  have  been  gatliercd  some 
years  previous.  The  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing were  subscribed  by  thirty-three  gentlemen,  called  in 
the  records,  Benefactors, "  who  pledged  themselves 
in  various  sums  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sev- 
ent\--five  pounds.  The  list  was  headed  by  Gen,  Francis 
Nicholson,  who  subscribed  twenty-five  pounds,  and  the 
remainder  was  made  up  by  various  captains  of  vessels 
in  sums  varying  from  twelve  pounds  to  two  pounds  each. 
The  fund  was  afterward  increased  to  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  pounds,  by  the  subscriptions  of  forty-five  other 
persons,  when  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  "  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  P'oreign  Parts,"  then  under 
the  direction  of  the  ]]ishop  of  London,  asking  that  a 
minister  might  be  sent  ''with  all  convenient  speed, 
with  the  usual  salary  allowed  their  missionaries." 

The  petition  was  forwarded  at  the  hands  of  General 
Nicholson,  who  was  about  to  sail  for  P^ngland,  and  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  him  in  behalf  of  the  societ\-, 
signed  by  (u'ui'ge  Jac]-;swn,  John  Calle\'  and  James 
Callc}'.  The  letter  is  tkiled  Xox'ember  27,  ^/'F  -^^^^^ 
from  it  the  most  authentic  information  is  obtained  re- 
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specting  the  erection  of  the  church.  The  letter  attests 
the  deep  love  and  veneration  felt  for  General  Nicholson 
by  the  people,  as  is  shown  by  the  following-  extract : 
Returning  our  Father  and  founder  of  the  church  among 
us  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  your  generous  benev- 
olence towards  erecting  of  said  church."  By  this  letter 
we  learn  that  a  meeting  was  held  July  20,  17 14,  when 
choice  was  made  of  "  ^Ir.  George  Jackson,  ]\Ir.  John  01- 
ton,  Capt.  John  Calley  and  Capt.  James  Galley,  to  be  a 
Standing  Committee  for  the  carrying  on  that  affair  in 
buikling  a  Handsome  Church."  The  subscribers  obliged 
themselves  to  pay  one-third  of  tlieir  subscriptions  when 
the  timber  and  other  utensils  were  on  the  spot,  one-third 
more  when  covered,  and  the  other  third  when  the 
church  was  finished.  Crcneral  Nicholson  is  informed  in 
the  letter  that  "  the  Committee  erected  and  raised  a 
church  Sept,  2d,  of  the  dimensions  foUov.'ing,  viz.,  48 
foot  square,  23  foot  had  the  Tower,  being  50  foot  from 
the  Ground  and  17  foot  square,  and  we  design  the  spire 
53  foot  above  the  Tower.  October  16,  the  Church 
being  now  enclosed  and  followed  and  the  most  part 
shingled  and  sliut  up  we  have  agreed  for  finishing  the 
vdiole,  having  all  things  in  place.  But  the  weather 
proving  extreme  hard  has  put  us  by  at  present,  but  hope 
by  the  blessing  of  God  to  compleat  and  finish  the  whole 
by  the  last  of  June  ensuing  at  the  furthest."  The  letter 
concludes  by  requesting  the  assistance  of  General  Nich- 
olson in  procuring  "an  able  Orthodox  minister."  The 
frame  and  all  the  materials  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  building  were  brought  from  England,  the  reredos 
being  brought  entire  in  readiness  to  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion. When  cc)m})iutcd  it  must  indeed  have  been  a 
beautiful  lilllc  L^lii'ice  for  tlujse  tiui'.-s.  'J'he  lower  and 
riiaiii  eiitranee  were  on  the  we>t  side,  and  there  was  also 
an  entrance  on  the  south  side.    The  building  was  cov- 
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ered  by  a  roof  of  seven  gables,  supported  by  four  large 
pillars,  rising-  from  the  ground.  The  pulpit  was  in' 
the  centre  of  the  northern  side.  It  was  of  the  high, 
wine-glass  pattern,  with  a  sounding-board,  and  had 
a  reading  desk  just  in  front  of  it.  The  chancel  was 
in  the  centre  of  the  eastern  side,  and  behind  the  altar 
the  reredos  was  placed,  surmounted  by  the  rotal  mono- 
gram or  coat-of-arms  of  King  George.  The  pews  were 
of  course  of  the  pattern  common  to  that  time,  square, 
with  high  backs.  The  ceiling  was  in  the  form  of  a 
St.  Andrew's  cross,  corresponding  to  the  form  of  the 
aisles.  The  original  form  of  the  roof  can  still  be  seen 
under  the  present  peculiar-shaped  roof,  which  was  made 
thus  simply  to  cover  the  other  when  an  addition  was 
made  in  1728. 

This  rather  minute  description  of  the  edifice  as  it 
appeared  originally  is  given  because,  though  it  still  re- 
tains many  of  its  original  features,  the  interior  has  been 
somewliat  clianged  in  consequence  of  various  repairs 
made  frouj  time  to  time. 

The" earnest  efforts  of  General  Nicholson  in  behalf  of 
the  petitioners  were  not  without  avail,  and  on  the  20th 
of  July  following,  1715,  the  Rev.  William  vShaw  arrived 
in  ]\Iar]_)lclicad,  with  full  credentials  from  the  Bishop  of 
London,  as  the  rector  of  the  "  Episcopal  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  ?^Iarblchead.''  The  r.ew  rector  had  hardly  time 
to  settle  down  to  his  labors  before  a  controversy  arose 
in  the  town  as  to  the  riglit  of  the  selectmen  and  assessors 
to  tax  tlie  people  of  the  Church  of  England  for  tlie 
support  of  the  ministers  of  the  Congregational  churclies. 
The  officials  claimed  thai  according  to  the  laws  of  tlie 
])r()\-iiux'  tlie  jK'oj'le  were  oljli^ed  to  \)'d\  this  tax,  and 
tht*y  wri'L-  (leti-ruiiii'.  rl  ti»  coiicct  it.  The  clnirclniKii. 
wci\'  as  ^ireiiiK >usl\-  (lett^Tiniiied  not  to  "  })a\'  trii^utc  to 
di>SL-ntcrs,"  and  ilie  re.Milt  was  an  open  and  l.)ittei'  cpiar- 
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rel,  which  at  one  time  seemed  fraught  with  disaster  to 
the  infant  parish. 

At  about  this  time  the  vSecond  Congregational  Society 
was  organized.  This  new  society  seems  to  have  been 
another  source  of  trouble  to  the  struggling  parish  of  the 
Church  of  England  for,  in  a  letter  written  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  society  which  sent  him  to  IMarblehead,  the 
Rev.  l\Ir.  Shaw  accuses  them  of  building  a  meeting- 
house "  in  damnable  spite  and  malice  against  our 
churcli/'  as  "  some  of  their  cliief  members  have  openly 
declared."  I\Ir.  Shaw  also  declares  that  "  the  persons 
thereto  belonging  are  so  inveterate  against  us  that  they 
omit  no  abuses  nor  indirect  practices  to  seduce  my  peo- 
ple." It  Vv'ould  seem,  too,  by  the  same  letter,  that  every 
effort  was  made  to  suppress  the  growth  of  the  church  in 
Marblehead,  not  only  by  abusive  language,  but  in  some 
instances  by  downright  persecution. 

The  people  of  the  little  parish  were,  generally  speak- 
ing, poor,  and  consequently  the  repeated  taxes  levied 
upon  them  for  the  support  of  preachers  not  of  their  own 
communion  was  felt  to  be  a  great  imposition,  especially 
as  in  some  instances  estates  were  confiscated  and  held 
for  the  amount  of  the  taxes.  According  to  the  testi- 
mony of  the  rector  and  the  church  wardens  and  vestry, 
not  only  were  parishioners  of  the  church  taxed  for  the 
support  of  the  dissenting  ministers,  but  even  upon  first 
notice  of  their  design  to  attend  the  church  they  were 
loaded  down  with  hea\'\'  taxes.  An  appeal  was  made  to 
Governor  vShute  for  relief  from  this  burden,  and  an 
order  was  issued  from  that  official  restraining  the  select- 
men and  assessors  from  levying  the  tax,  but  to  no  avail. 
Tliv  order  was  conK'mpluoush'  set  asitic  and  di<n]iL-ycd 
b\'  llie  {i)wn  )!!icials,  :uk\  the  tax  w;is  in  (.k-funce 

of  tlic  g^)\'c-i  n<  ir  niilil  soiiic  linu;  after  the  c1o-<l-  of  Mr. 
Sluiw's  rectorship.     Mr.  Shaw  closed  his  rectorship  late 
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in  the  year  17 17,  or  early  in  the  ^^ar  17 18,  the  reason 
for  which  appears  in  his  memorial  to  the  society,  \vrit- 
ten  in  IMarch,  1718.  He  says  :  "  Having  by  the  blessing 
of  God  and  the  kind  assistance  of  our  present  Governor, 
Colonel  Shute,  obtained  an  exemption  from  the  oppres- 
sions of  the  Natives,  and  all  things  seeming  to  favor  our 
pions  intentions,  one  Charles  Johnson,  Clerk  of  the  said 
Church,  con'trar)-  to  the  canons  thereof,  sets  up  for  an 
expounder  and  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  Aly  hearers, 
generally  speaking,  being  new  converts,  and  having  too 
many  of  them  itching  ears,  are  too  subject  to  be  led  out 
of  the  way  by  his  seducing  doctrine.  This  man's  meth- 
od did  not  onl}-  cause  divisions  and  create  great  animos- 
ities among  the  members  of  the  Church,  inhabitants  of 
the  aforesaid  town,  but  caused  several  to  abstain  from 
the  comnuuiion  and  for  some  time  refrain  the  Church." 
After  vainh"  endeavoriuQf  to  dissuade  the  clerk  from  his 
proceedings,  Ylr.  vShavr,  after  consultations  with  the 
masters  of  ships  and  prominent  men  of  the  parish,  de- 
cided to  return  to  England  and  submit  the  matter  to  the 
society  for  decision,  requesting  that  the  "dangerous 
seducer"  might  be  "suppressed."  AVhat  might  have 
been  the  character  of  the  doctrine  preached  by  'Mr. 
Johnson  there  is  no  means  of  knovs'ing,  nor  is  there  any 
mention  made  in  the  records  of  such  a  difficulty  with 
the  parish  clerk.  Xo  reference  whatever  is  made  in  the 
records  to  the  rectorship  of  ^Ir.  Shaw,  except  in  one 
instance  v/here  his  name  appears  as  signing  the  records 
of  a  vestry  meeting  in  1717,  though  it  is  probable  that 
the  sixty-fom-  ba])tisms  and  ten  burials  recorded  in  1716 
are  his  official  acts. 

Mr.  Sliaw  did  nut  return  from  Kngland,  though  it 
se.-m<  llial  II  \\:is  not  his  inlenliou  to  lca\-c  tlu-  |tari>li 
doliliiU'  ol  a  supply  ;  ])i!t  llie  eK']g\"nuiii  ap[)lied  b> 
cwidciUly  did  not  come  tu  Marl^lehead  fur  some  time 
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after  the  departure  of  the  rector,  if  at  all ;  for  a  letter, 
written  by  the  wardens  and  vestry  some  time  after,  states 
that  they  were  expecting  "a  gentleman  of  this  country." 
Probably  this  was  the  Rev.  Christopher  Bridges,  to 
whom  a  call  had  been  given,  bnt  who  did  not  accept. 

The  second  rector  was  the  Rev.  David  Mossom,  who 
arrived,  according  to  the  records,  in  the  "  Ded  of  Win- 
ter,''  1 718,  the  wardens  and  vestrymen  being  assessed 
twenty  shillings  apiece  to  defray  his  expenses.  Mr. 
blossom  was  the  first  person  ordained  presbyter  for  the 
American  Colonies,  and  appears  to  have  been  eminently 
successfnl  in  his  ministry  at  IMarblehead.  A  short  time 
after  his  settlement  he  reports  that  the  chnrch  has  con- 
siderably increased,  the  nnmber  of  comninnicants  being 
near  donble,  "besides  those  bronght  in  from  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  and  many  more  who  v/onld  come  were  they  not 
deterred  by  this  effectual  bar  to  the  growth  of  the  chnrch, 
their  being  obliged  to  pay  to  the  dissenting  minister." 

The  people  being  still  taxed  in  defiance  of  the  orders 
of  the  governor,  ^Ir.  ]\Iossom  made  another  appeal  to 
His  Excellency,  and  also  to  the  jnstices  at  Salem, 
to .  restrain  the  town  officials.  The  chnrchmen  were 
determined  to  resist  the  ontrage,  and  the  wardens  and 
vestry  voted  that  "if  any  person  belonging  to  this  chnrch 
shall  be  destrained  npon,  either  in  body  or  goods,  for 
the  payment  of  the  rate  made  for  the  snpport  of  I\fr. 
Cheever,  the  dissenting  minister,  ....  the  vestry  and 
all  belonging  to  this  clinrch  shall  join  together  and  pay 
whatever  charge  shall  arise  npon  snch  distress,  and 
make  all  possible  application  for  the  relief  of  the  person 
so  destrained  upon.''  The  petition  of  'Mr.  Mossom  had 
the  desired  effect,  and  another  order  was  issued  by  the 
governor,  wliicli  rcsulU'd  in  the  cxL'ni})tion  of  chiu-chmen 
from  the  tax  b\-  a  x'ote  of  li  tow  n  ruceting  conxencd  for 
that  purpose. 
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In  1724  there  were,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
rector,  between  seventy  and  eighty  families  in  the  parish, 
besides  several  negro  slaves,  who  generally  attended 
service  v/ith  their  masters.  Dnring  iMr.  ]\lossom's  rec- 
torship two  hnndred  and  twenty-four  persons  were  taxed 
for  pews,  the  majority  of  whom  were  fishermen.  Serv- 
ices were  held  on  nearly  every  fast  day  of  the  church, 
which  were  well  attended,  and  the  children  were 
catechised  every  Friday  and  Sunday  in  Lent.  The 
communion  was  administered  every  month,  though  per- 
haps not  very  convcuiently,  as  the  rector  complains  that 
the"  church  has  ''neither  communion  table  cloth  nor 
pulpit  cloth,  and  only  one  suiall  cup  for  distributing  the 
wine,  though  the  number  of  communicants  was  more 
than  fifty." 

The  records  of  the  entire  period  of  his  rectorship  are 
in  ]\Ir.  ]\iossonrs  liandwriting,  and  are  attested  b\'  his 
name  after  every  entry.  The  first  mention  of  a  name 
for  the  church,  is  raade  about  this  time  in  a  letter  to 
General  Xicholson,  then  governor  of  vSouth  Carolina, 
informiug  him  that  the  church  waits  for  him  to  nauie 
it.  '  And  the  first  mention  of  the  churchyard  as  a  burial- 
place  is  made  in  the  last  vote  attested  by  ^Ir.  I\Iossoru, 
in  which  it  is  ordered  that  none  save  constant  liearers 
shall  be  buried  there,  under  a  fine  of  five  pounds.  ^Ir. 
^Nlossom  closed  liis  rectorship  in  1727,  and  went  to  Xew 
Keut,  \'a.,  and  while  there  officiated  at  the  marriage  of 
George  AVasliiugton  to  the  widow  Custis.  He  died  in 
1767,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resiguation  of  ^Ir. 
Mossoui  was  filled  temporarily  by  a  clergyman  from 
]*)Ost(.n,  aud  iu  172S  the  Rev.  George  Pigot  was  settled, 
lor  \\lr..uu  exifn>:\\'  prejxirations  were  made.  Tlie  >r.iU 
e>f  uiie  luri!;!rLcl  ciiul  I'.fly  |u;un(ls  was  raised  ior  liis  Naiary, 
and  the  church  buildiug  was  enlarged  b\-  an  addition  of 
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fifteen  feet  on  the  northern  side,  the  land  having  been 
purchased  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brown  and  Mrs.  Hannah 
Le  Gallais  for  that  purpose.  i\Ir.  Pigot  came  to  ^Nlarble- 
head  from  Providence,  R.  L,  and  in  addition  to  his 
parochial  duties,  officiated  every  month  at  Salem,  where 
in  a  short  time  he  oathered  a  cono-re^ration  of  between 
two  and  three  hundred  persons.  Poinding  it  inconvenient 
to  attend  service  at  ]Marblehead,  and  ]\Ir.  Pigot's  parish- 
ioners being  unwilling  for  him  to  leave  them  on  Sun- 
day to  preach  at  vSalem,  an  earnest  appeal  was  made  to 
the  Bishop  of  London  for  the  establishment  of  a  mission 
at  that  place,  which,  after  being  several  times  denied, 
was  finally  successful. 

In  1730,  I\lr.  Pigot  made  what  proved  to  be  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  regain  a  right  to  the  Baronies  of 
^lorley  and  I\lonteagle,  to  which  he  was  an  heir,  and 
requested  permission  to  return  to  England  to  attend  to 
the  matter,  which  was  evidently  not  granted.  The 
records  show  that  he  recei\'ed  for  his  salary  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  pounds  per  year,  with  whatever  gold 
and  silver  is  put  in  the  contribution.  During  his  rec- 
torship, which  ended  in  1736,  there  are  recorded  four 
hundred  and  fifty-four  baptisms,  among  them  four  of  his 
own  slaves,  niiiet\'-five  marriages,  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty-five burials,  and  a  list  of  seventy-five  communicants. 
In  going  from  the  house  of  a  poor  and  sick  parishioner 
whom  he  had  been  visiting  in  the  winter  of  1736,  ^Ir. 
Pigot  fell  on  tlie  ice  and  broke  his  left  arm,  which  he 
refractured  in  the  following  summer.  His  health  con- 
sequently became  broken  and  he  obtained  leave  to  visit 
England,  and  died  there,  or  on  the  passage.  His  wife 
probably  ul-wv  left  Marl^lchcad,  as  she  was  buried  in 
the  churcli\  cird  iifleeu  \  ears  atte]'. 

Diirin^L;  Mr.  PiL^eT.-,  i ee'njr>]ii])  in  tlie  \'ear  1 732,  the 
iiearts  of  his  parishioner.s  were  made  glad  hy  the  recep- 
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tion  of  a  brass  chandelier  for  the  church,  the  gift  of 
John  Elbridge,  Esq.,  collector  of  the  port  of  Bristol, 
Eng.,  who  also  presented  an  oil  portrait  of  himself.  The 
chandelier  still  hangs  in  its  place  and  is  nsed  on  the 
evenines  of  festival  davs  in  ilhnninatinq-  the  chnrch. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  ]\Ialconi  was  the  next  rector; 
but,  as  there  are  no  vestry  records  at  all  dnfing  his 
rectorship," little  can  be  ascertained  regarding  him.  He 
took  charge  of  the  parish  in  1740  and  remained  nine 
years,  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  ]\raryland.  In 
1745,  a  communion  service  of  solid  silver  was  presented 
to  the  church  by  'Mr.  David  Le  Gallais,  as  recorded  on 
the  flagon  in  Latin.  This  flagon  weiglis  four  pounds 
and  is  still  used.  The  paten  has  a  later  date,  1764,  en- 
graved on  the  under  side.  In  a  letter  dated  July  30, 
1745,  ?\Ir.  ]\Ialcom  reports  that  his  people  have  kept 
clear  of  the  disorders  sown  here  by  the  enthusiast 
Whitefield  who  visited  the  town.  The  church,  he  says, 
"  is  composed  of  families  from  Great  Britain  and  the 
Island  of  Jersey,  brought  up  originally  in  the  commu- 
nion of  the  church."^  He  speaks  encouragingly  of  the 
fact  tliat  "  several  of  the  dissenters  come  now  and  then 
to  church,  who  never  were  there  before,  and  in  great 
multitudes  when  I  take  any  occasional  sermons,  which  I 
hope  will  by  degrees  lessen  their  bigotry.  Even  their 
teacliers  come  to  church  on  these  occasions."  ^^Ir.  Tslal- 
com  lived  in  peace  and  friendliness  with  all  while  in 
town,  and  in  1748  was  married  to  ]\Iary  Reed,  though 
the  fact  only  is  recorded,  and  the  officiating  clergyman's 
name  is  not  given.  ^Ir.  ^vlalcom's  official  record  is 
headed  by  the  name  "St.  IMichaeks  Church,"  the  first 
time  the  name  apjiears,  thougli  it  had  iM'ol^abh'  Ixxii 
giwii  i)y  (  I' ,\"erri(  )]■  Xicb.i     >ii  some  time  ])ef(>re. 

Ai'e.-r  tile  re^ii^uation  oi  Mr.  r^Ialcom.  tlie  ser\'ices  ol 
the  clrareh  were  conducted  by  the  neighboring  clergy- 


T"  ■ 


:  f  •  ■ 


524  THE  HISTORY  AND  TRADITIONS 

men  in  Salem  and  BOvSton  until  the  year  1753,  when  the 
Rev.  Peter  Bours  was  settled  as  rector.  j\Ir.  Bonrs  was 
the  son  of  Peter  Bonrs,  P^sq.,  a  member  of  the  Conncil  of 
the  Province  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  graduated  at  Har- 
vard University  in  1747.  His  ministry  in  Marblchead 
was  eminently  successful,  and  he  endeared  himself  to  all 
who  knew  him,  both  churchmen  and  dissenters.  He 
died  suddenly  P>bruary  24,  1762, 
'/  '  ^^^^   ^^'^^   buried    in    the  church- 

■  yard,  where  his  tomb  may  still  be 

•  ^  '"^    '  ■  ^  •     seen.    The  first  mention  of  a  i^-lebe 
-      or  rectory,  as  being  owned  by  the 
-r  /  parish,  is  made  in  the  records  dur- 

i  \    ii}g  his  rectorship,  though  there  is 

,^  J  ^      '        no  indication  of  the  time  that  it 
\'-  -  was  erected.    The  first  mention  of 

REV.  PETEK  BOURS.  oTgd.!!  Is  also  uiade  in  the  records 

of  this  time,  though  there  is  nothing  to  show  when  it 
was  purchased. 

For  a  year  and  a  half  tlie  parish  was  without  a  rector, 
when  the  Rev.  Joshua  Wingate  Weeks,  who  liad  been  to 
London  for  ordination  at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  as- 
sumed the  rectorship.  For  some  years  the  parish  flour- 
ished under  his  care.  A  new  gallery  was  built  for  the 
organ  at  the  expense  of  several  energetic  connnunicants, 
the  parish  was  organized  into  a  corporation,  a  charter 
was  obtained,  and  all  things  seemed  to  promise  well  for 
a  prosperous  future.  But  revolution  was  in  the  air, 
and  for  several  years  the  constant  excitement  to  which 
the  sturdy  men  of  Marblehcad  were  subject  began  to  have 
its  effect  upon  the  little  parish.  In  1766,  ]\Ir,  Weeks 
congratulates  tlie  vSociet}-  at  Loudon  upon  tlie  fact  tliat 
]\Iar]>]e-liea(]  lias  clccU-d  the  unh' cluircliman  vho  <its  in 
t;ic  (LTier;il  A<<viH]>ly.  Ihil  tiu"ee  \-eai>  laUr  there  is  a 
sliglU  tinge  of  aiixiet\-  in  his  report,  in  regard  to  political 
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matters  which  "  embitter  the  minds  of  the  people."  He 
however,  reports  the  church  as  growing  and  on  a  better 
footing  than  ever.  The  spirit  of  liberty  never  animated 
a  people  more  thoronghly  than  it  did  the  people  of  JMar- 
blehead  during  the  exciting  times  preceding  and  follow- 
ing the  passage  of  the  vStamp  Act  by  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  The  utmost  resistance  was  determined 
upon  ;  and  while  the  churchmen  themselves  were  hesi- 
tating between  their  love  of  the  church  and  their  hatred 
of  tyranny,  the  overzcalous  ]\Iarbleheaders  omitted  no 
opportunity  to  denounce  the  Church  of  Iiingland  as 
nursing  her  children  with  milk  unfriendly  to  the  sons 
of  liberty."  Affairs  went  on  in  very  much  the  same 
order  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1770,  when  the 
celebrated  Whitcfield  again  appeared  in  Marblehead, 
and  fiercely  attacked  in  "  the  most  abusive  language 
the  church,  the  rector,  and  all  belonging  to  it."  This 
had  the  effect  only  to  endear  the  church  the  more  to  its 
ever  faithful  children  ;  but  among  its  enemies  who  be- 
lieved all  that  had  been  said,  it  created  the  most  bitter 
hatred  of  its  ordinances.  Whitefield  was  followed  by 
several  others  of  the  same  class  of  enthusiasts,  as  we  are 
informed  by  l\ir.  Weeks  in  another  letter,  and  finally 
one  Jayne,  a  comniuuicant  of  the  church,  became  a  con- 
vert to  their  teachings.  His  enthusiasm  in  the  new 
cause  did  not  deter  him  from  attendino;  the  services  of 
the  church,  and  it  seems  he  disturbed  the  congregation 
while  receiving  the  communion,  because  of  some  differ- 
ence he  had  had  with  the  clerk.  For  this  reason  he  was 
forbidden  by  the  rector  to  appear  at  the  altar  "  unless  he 
reformed  and  gave  evidence  of  a  better  spirit  and  beha- 
vknir."  Tliis  a])pears  to  be  the  only  instance  of  any 
coii\'ersii)iis  a:nt»iii>-  cliurclHiien.  to  the  teach  in '::;s  of  W'iiite- 
field  'Aud  ]iis  iolluwer.^,  and  iri  spite  of  the  op])osilion  it 
met  with,  the  church  held  its  own  and  seemed  likely 
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soon  to  be  the  richest  congregation  in  town.  In  1771, 
the  door  at  the  west  side  of  the  church  was  closed  and  a 
porch  was  built  over  the  south  door,  which  has  been  the 
only  door  used  since.  There  is  a  tradition  that  a  door 
was  cut  in  the  side  of  the  church  to  accommodate  a  stout 
gentleman  who  was  too  large  to  enter  an  ordinary  pew- 
door,  and  this  would  seem  to  be  substantiated  by  a  vote 
of  the  parish  recorded  at  this  time  :  "  That  at  present  it 
is  convenient  to  keep  open  the  door  leading  into  the 
garden  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  William 
Bourne,  Esq." 

The  events  of  the  few  years  following  the  breaking- 
out  of  the  American  Revolution  were  of  the  greatest 
import  to  the  congregation  of  St.  ^Michael's  Churcli. 
The  rector  of  the  neighboring  church  at  vSalem  wrote 
home  to  the  society  :  "  ]\Ir.  Weeks  is  popular  and  has 
the  esteem  of  all  parties,  and  his  diligence  and  prudent 
behaviour  deserve  it."  But  neither  popularity  nor  pru- 
dence was  sufficient  to  stem  the  tide  of  public  opinion 
.which  was  daily  increasing  against  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  consequently  the  prejudice  against  the  churcli 
gre\y.  the  more  bitter  and  intense.  IMany  of  its  mem- 
bers were  strong  in  their  opposition  to  the  measures 
of  the  government,  but  were  equally  as  strong  in  their 
determination  that  the  services  of  their  mother  church 
should  be  maintained.  Every  effort  was  made  to  allay 
the  feeling  of  distrust,  and  the  wardens  and  vestry 
directed  that  the  church  should  be  opened  and  services 
held  on  several  occasions,  appointed  by  the  town  author- 
ities as  days  of  fasting  and  prayer,  but  to  no  avail. 
There  was  not  a  town  in  the  country  where  citizens 
were  more  patriotic  than  the  men  of  ]\Iarblehead,  and 
when,  in  1775,  the  controversy  betv/een  the  motlier 
country  and  tlie  cuU^nies  dex'cloped  into  a  declaration  of 
war,  none  spraiig  to  arms  more  readily,  or  gave  their 
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lives  more  willino-lv  in  defense  of  their  ricrhts  and  liber- 
ties.  Tlien,  when  tlie  rector  of  vSt.  jMichael's  Chnrch 
av.owed  himself  as  a  Loyalist,  and  openly  advised  his 
people  to  have  nothincr  to  do  with  the  "rebellion,"  the 
indignation  of  the  people  knew  no  bounds.  Several  of 
the  most  trusted  leaders  of  the  people  were  communi- 
cants of  the  cliurch,  and  the  result  was  a  hopelessly 
divided  parish.  Col.  William  R.  Lee,  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  in  the  town,  was  a  stanch  churchuian 
and  as  stanch  a  patriot.  Captain  Trevett,  who  com- 
manded a  company  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  was 
also  a  churchman.  These  men  and  their  associates 
counseled  moderation,  and  endeavored  to  induce  the 
rector  to  adopt  a  different  course  to  preserve  harmony  in 
the  parish.  For  a  year  or  more  after  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  the  services  of  the  church  were  regularly 
held  ;  but  finally  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  forbidding  the  use  of  the  liturgy,  and  the 
rector,  with  the  advice  of  the  wardens  and  vestry,  re- 
luctantly closed  the  church. 

When  the  news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  received  in  Marblehead,  the  joy  of  the  people  knew 
no  bounds.  Every  demonstration  of  gladness  was  made, 
and  in  the  hei<>-ht  of  the  excitement  a  bodv  of  men  broke 
open  St.  Michael's  Church,  pulled  the  coat-of-arms  of 
King  (Teoige  from  its  place  above  the  chancel,  and 
rang  tlie  bell  till  it  cracked.  There  was  no  mistaking 
the  meaning  of  these  demonstrations,  and  about  a  }'ear 
after  it  was  deemed  the  part  of  prudence  to  discontinue 
public  services  till  the  troublesome  times  were  over. 
Services  were,  however,  continued  at  private  houses  for 
some  time,  till  the  rector  could  no  longer  remain  in 
town  aiid  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Xova  Scc*tia. 
'i'hc  eiuirch  remained  closed  for  several  }-ears  after  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Weeks,  and  was  not  again  opened  till 
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February  6,  1780,  when  ^Ir.  Woodward  Abraham  read 
prayers  and  a  sermon.  Mr.  Abraham  conducted  the 
services  for  six  years,  receiving  the  contribution  money 
for  his  services,  and  in  1786  the  Rev. ,  Thomas  Fitch 
Oliver  was  settled  as  rector  till  1791.  Notwithstanding 
the  troubles  through  which  the  church  had  passed,  on 
the  first  visit  of  Bishop  Seabury,  in  1787,  Mr.  Oliver 
was  enabled  to  present  one  hundred  and  twenty  candi- 
dates for  confirmation. 

'Mr.  Oliver  was  succeeded  by  tlie  Rev.  William  Har- 
ris, who  had  for  several  years  been  teaching  at  the 
jMarblehead  Academy,  and  for  some  time  officiated  in 
tlie  church  as  lay  reader.  He  was  ordained  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  wardens  and  vestr}'  in  1791.  "Mr.  Harris 
remained  in  ]\Iarblehcad  eleven  years,  and  his  ministry 
was  eminentlv  successful.  He  resio-ned  in  1802,  and 
went  to  New  York,  and  afterwards  became  president  of 
Columbia  Colleoe. 

The  next  rector  was  the  Rev.  James  Bowers,  who 
remained  nine  years  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  P. 
K.  Henshaw,  who  remained  one  year.  He  w^as  after- 
•  Vv^ard  Bishop  of  Rhode  Island,  being  consecrated  x\ugust 
II,  1843.  P'or  four  years  after  the  resignation  of  ^Ir. 
Henshaw,  there  was  no  rector  save  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Andrews,  who  officiated  for  four  months,  and  then  re- 
signed to  become  a  missionary  in  a  foreign  field. 

In  1818  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bosworth  Smith  became 
rector,  but  so  reduced  had  the  parish  become  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  remain,  and  he  resigned 
the  following  year.  Dr.  vSmith  was  afterward  conse- 
crated iMshop  of  Kentucky,  and  was  for  several  years 
Presiding  Ihshop  of  the  United  vStates.  vSt.  r\richael's 
was  his  first  parisli,  and  he  always  entertained  a 
warm  affection  for  it,  and  his  name  is  held  in  \en- 
eration  by  the  parish.     P^or  several   years  after  the 
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resignation  of  INIr.  vSmith  the  old  chtircli  was  closed  and 
the  comnnmicants  despaired  of  its  ever  being  opened 
for  liturgic  services  again.    In  182 1,  the  glebe,  which 
had  for  many  years  been  owned  by  the  parish  as  a  home 
for  its  rectors,  became  hopelessly  involved  and  was  sold 
to  pav  off  the  parish  debts.    At  abont  this  time  the 
Channing  movement  was  at  its  height  in  the  Coiigrega- 
tional  churches  of  New  England.    The  pastor  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Society  became  a  convert  to  the 
new  doctrine,  and  man}'  of  his  people  who  were  firm  in 
their  love  of  the  faith  as  taught  by  the  Puritan  fathers, 
left  the  society.    Among  the  more  influential  of  those 
who  withdrew  was  the  Hon.  William  Reed,  v/ho  looked 
with  covetous  eyes  on  the  old  church  of  St.  ^Michael's. 
]\Ir.  Reed  bought  pews,  became  a  proprietor  and  vestry- 
man of  the  church,  and  finally  induced  a  sufficient 
number  of  proprietors  to  join  with  him  in  a  petition  to 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature  for  a  repeal  of  the  old 
charter,  and  to  re-charter  the  church  as  a  "  Congrega- 
tional ]\Ieeting-house.'^    I^ut  several  of  the  old  proprietors 
did  not  coriSL-nt  to  this  proceeding,  among  them  Dr. 
Dru.yy,  an  old  and  influential  vestryman,  and  Captain 
Trc\-ctt,  an  old  sea  caj^tain.    These  men  were  determined 
that  the  church  sliould  not  be  taken  from  its  ancient 
parisli  without  a  stubborn  fight  to  prevent  it.    The  aid 
of  the-  Rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Salem,  was  obtained,  and  he 
with  the  bis]io]j  of  the  diocese,  went  before  the  legislature 
iuid  ],)rotestcd  against  the  proposed  change,  and  through 
their  efforts  the  petition  was  denied.    Thus  the  old 
churcli  was  preserved  for  the  use  of  coming  generations 
who  desire  to  worship  according  to  its  ancient  and 
tiniL--]^ >n(>rcd  h'turgy. 

Thi>  alu-Hi]'!  I' >  .tiU;n:\tf  the  churcli  from  its  ancient 
usa;^f  infu.scAl  new  lilc  into  the  communicants.  Their 
slumbering  energies  were  now  fully  aroused,  and  with 
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the  kind  assistance  of  Rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  of  Salem^ 
services  were  once  more  held  in  the  church.  The  rec- 
ords contain  little  information  as  to  the  years  following 
for  some  time,  other  than  the  occasional  records  of 
vestry  meetings.  The  Rev.  Lot  Johns  officiated  as  rec- 
tor for  a  short  time  in  1823,  Rev.  Thomas  S.  W. 
j\Iott  from  1825  to  1827,  and  from  that  time  till  1831 
the  church  was  again  closed.  The  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Price  became  rector  in  1831  and  remained  over  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  George  V.  C. 
Eastman,  who  was  settled  in  July,  1832,  and  remained 
till  September,  1833.  During  his  rectorship  the  serv- 
ices were  held  for  some  months  in  Academy  Hall,  Vvhile 
extensive  repairs  and  alterations  were  made  in  the 
church.  The  old  square  pews  were  removed  and  slip 
pews  were  put  in,  the  chancel  was  removed  to  the 
northern  end,  with  the  pulpit  and  reading  desk  on  either 
side,  —  the  pulpit  on  the  west  and  the  reading  desk  on 
the  east  side  of  the  churcli.  The  succeeding  rector  was 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Lewis,  who  assumed  the  rector- 
ship in  1833  ^^^^  remained  seven  years.  Under  his 
charge  the  church  attained  a  degree  of  prosperity  such 
as  it  had  not  known  for  years,  and  Mr.  Lewis  endeared 
himself  personally  to  a  large  number  of  friends.  There 
are  many  persons  living  to-day  in  IMarblehead  who 
dwell  fondly  on  the  memory  of  his  rectorship.  Perhaps 
no  better  evidence  can  be  given  of  his  work  than  the 
fact  that  during  his  ministry  eighty-five  persons  v;ere 
confirmed,  the  largest  number  known  since  1787.  j\Ir. 
Lewis  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson, 
who  was  rector  from  1840  to  1S42,  and  was  succeeded 
hv  the  Rev.  ]\roses  V.  vStickuc\',  wlio  was  ordained  })ricst 
in  tlie  churcli  vSL]v,-.in] >cr  14,  1^42.  During  Mr.  Slick- 
ne\''s  rech'rshi[)  n  cliLipel  w.is  c-rccLcd,  al  the  expense  uf 
the  ladies  of  tlie  Parish  Aid  vSocictv. 
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In  July,  1847,  ^^^^  l^e.y.  N.  P.  Tillingliast  took  charge 
of  the  parish,  but  resigned  on  the   ist  of  November 
following.    His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Edward  Ballard, 
wdio  was  called  in  1848  and  remained  three  years,  giving 
place  to  the  Rev.  John  B.  Richmond,  in  1851.  Mr. 
Richmond  was  one  of  the  most  successful  and  popular 
rectors  the  parish  ever  had.    Under  his  charge  the  par- 
ish increased  in  numbers  and  the  church  was  in  a  most 
prosperous  condition.    He  closed  his  rectorship  in  1859, 
and  in  i860  the  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Chase  became  rector. 
Of  all  the  rectors  the  old  parish  has  had  the  memory  of 
none  is  cherished  with  more  sincere  affection  than  that 
of  this  saintly  clergyman.    He  remained  six  years  and 
v/as  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Williaui  R.  Woodbridge,  a 
native  of  ^larblehead,  who  for  four  years  labored  zeal- 
ously and  resigned  from  ill  health  in  187 1.    For  a  year 
or  more  the  parish  was  again  without  a  rector,  when  a 
mianiuious  call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  John  WicklilTe 
Tvcek,  who  accepted  the  rectorship.    ^Ir.  Leek  v\^as  one 
of'  the  most  iniiuential  rectors  the  parish   ever  had. 
When  he  tr)ok  charge  of  the  parish  in  1872,  the  church 
stood  on  no  street,  and  could  only  be  reached  bv  an 
alley-way  twelve  feet  wide,  running  up  from  Washing- 
ton street  ])y  tlu-  side  of  the  back  yards  of  private  resi- 
dences, one  of  wliich  was  a  laro-e  tenement  house  which 
ahuost  enlirelv  shut  the  church  from  view.    The  back 
yard  and  outdiouses  of  this  house  were  directly  in  front 
of  tile  church  door,  and  were  a  constant  source  of  annoy- 
ance to  the  \\  ('V.^hi  j-ters.    During  the  very  first  year  of 
his  rcclor-liip  Mr.  Leek  worked  earnestly  to  secure  the 
rcuu)\-al  of  tile  building,  aud  his  efforts  being  secondcil 
Irs-  Mr.  'ri:<'!u;\s  .\  1 t,      v.-ju,  freeh'  gave  liis  time  aiTi 
u\"\'.v\    iu  :iM         ihc  pro],  el,  ilie  re(|iii-.iU'  ;niU'i:;i;  -  : 
m-  ■r.ry  ■■■■'■■a  r.i:--..  <  l.  :iri<l  the  estate  was  ]<;ii\-ha-v  i! 

Ja'uuary,   i^7^v     '1'^'^^'  l'»ll>'wing  snmuK-r  tl:e  liovse  w:i  - 
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removed,  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which  it  stood  was 
blasted  away,  and  a  fine  lawn  and  driveway  were  laid 
out.  During  the  same  year  two  ladies  of  the  parish, 
who  had  ever  manifested  their  devotion  to  the  church 
in  good  works,  purchased  an  estate  adjoining  and 
erected  an  excellent  rectory,  which  they  presented  to 
the  parish  as  a  memorial  of  their  mother,  «Mrs.  Eunice 
Hooper.  iMr.  lycek  remained  with  the  parish  but  a  few 
months  after  the  rectory  was  finished,  being  obliged  to 
close  a  pastorate  so  fruitful  in  good  v;orks  on  account 
of  his  rapidly  failing  health. 

In  the  spring  of  1S75  the  Rev.  Julius  H.  Ward 
became  rector.  During  the  great  conflagration  in  I\Iar- 
blehead,  June  25,  1S77,  tlie  roof  of  the  church  caught 
fire,  and  the  building  seemed  doomed  to  destruction.  A 
young  man,  named  Thomas  Gorman,  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing a  foothold  upon  it  from  a  house  adjoining,  however, 
and  while  ^Ir.  Ward  held  him  b}'  a  rope,  secured  in  the 
belfry,  he  reached  a  point  where  he  was  able  to  extin- 
o-uish  the  flames. 

yii'.  Ward  resigned  in  January,  1S7S,  and  at  Easter  of 
the' same  year  the  Rev.  William  R.  Harris  was  elected 
rector.  During  his  rectorship  the  cliapcl  was  enlarged 
and  very  mucli  improved.    He  resigned  in  April,  1886. 

In  vSeptember,  1887,  the  Rev.  John  L.  Egbert  assumed 
the  rectorship.  At  that  time  the  church  edifice  was  in 
a  sadly  dilapidated  condition,  and  'Mr.  Egbert  immediate- 
ly devised  plans  for  its  restoration.  His  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm were  contagious  and  men,  women  and  cliildren 
in  tlie  parish  vied  with  one  another  in  their  efforts  to 
bring  the  work  to  completion,  l^y  ]£aster  of  the  fol- 
lowirig  year  old  vSt.  ^licliaePs  had  been  restored  and 
beautified  l)f\-on(l  the  nu)St  sanguine  h()]>L-s  or  c-xik'CUi- 
lions.  The  v.-al]s  ami  ceilings  were  frescoed,  and  the 
woodwork  painted  in  harmonious  colors,  while  stained 
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glass  memorial  windows  were  substituted  for  those 
which  had  been  taken  out.  One  of  these,  containing  a 
reprCvSentation  of  ]\Ioses,  tlie  ancient  lawgiver  of  the  Bi- 
ble, and  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Commonwealth,  was 
presented  by  the  members  of  the  ^Massachusetts  Senate 
of  1 888.  This  body  suspended  its  deliberation  for  a  half 
day  to  attend  the  services  commemorative  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  church  which  were  held  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, April  18,  1 888. 

In  1892  the  rectorship  of  i\Ir.  Egbert  was  further  sig- 
nalized by  the  purchase  of  the  Cross  estate  on  Pleasarit 
street,  the  removal  of  the  old  chapel,  and  the  erection  of 
a  commodious  and  attractive  parish  house. 

IMr.  Egbert  resigned  in  October,  1894,  and  February 
I,  1895,  the  Rev.  Henry  E.  Foote  was  elected  rector. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

vSHCOXD  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  (UNITARIAN). 

TiiK  oi'g-aiiization  of  this  church  was  occasioned  by  a 
controversy  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  con- 
cerning the  settlement  of  a  colleague  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Cheever.  In  December,  1714,  the  First  Church,  vvutli 
the  concurrence  of  the  town,  voted  to  call  the  Rev. 
John  Barnard,  and  on  the  5th  of  February,  17 15,  one 
hundred  and  twent}'-foin:  persons,  who  favored  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke,  withdrew  from 
the  society,  and  pledged  themselves  in  an  agreement  -to 
contribute  the  necessary  funds  for  the  erection  of  a 

Xew  I\Ieetinp-  House." 

The  edifice  was  completed  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  and  on  the  25th  of  April,  1716,  the  vSecond 
Cou-gregational  Church  was  organized,  with  twenty- 
seven  members,  who  were  dismissed  by  council  from  the 
First  Church. 

The  ordination  of  Mr.  Hohoke  took  place  on  the 
same  day.  On  the  25th  of  July,  1737,  after  a  pastorate 
of  twent\'-one  years,  he  resigned,  and  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  president  of  Harvard  College,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected. 

The  secorid  jxi^^tor  wa^  the  Rev.  v'^imon  -Th/adstixet, 
wlu)  was  oi'viaiiied  Januarx'  .],  i"}^-  He  contiruK'd  ]r:S 
ministerial  labors  until  ^li\y  i,  1771,  when  the  ]\.e\'. 
l>aac  vStory  was  ordained  as  colleague,    l^pon  the  death 
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of  Mr.  Bradstreet,  which  occurred  October  5  of  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Story  assumed  full  pastoral  charge  of  the 
church,  and  continued  in  that  position  until  February 
4,  1802. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1803,  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  IMay 
was  ordained  as  pastor.  He  remained  five  years,  and 
then  resigned  "  on  account  of  an  unhappy  difficulty 
between  himself  and  the  society." 

The  succeeding  pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  Bartlelt, 
who  was  ordained  jMay  22,  181 1.    The  pastorate  of  I\Ir. 
Bartlett  was  probably  the  most  eventful  of  any  in  the 
entire  history  of  this  church.  During 
the  great  religious  excitement  caused 
by  the  Channing  movement  in  the  _  -  ' 

Congregational  churches  of  New  Eng- 
land,   Mr.    Bartlett   announced  his 
belief  in  the  doctrines  of  Unitarianism     ^  .. 
as  preached  by  jNIr.  Channing  and  his  - 
folloA\-ers.    Thic  result  was  a  serious     C  ,    ■  - 
controversy,  during  which  many  of 
those  who  differed  with  the  pastor     KE^.  john  e.^rtliti. 
withdrew  from  the  church  and  society.    A  majority  ('f 
the  communicants  supported  I\Ir.  Bartlett  in  his  teach- 
ings, liowever,  and  the  church  has  ever  since  been 
Unitarian. 

During  the  year  1832,  the  old  house  of  worship  was 
torn  down  and  a  new  church  edifice  was  erected.  It 
was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises,  Januar)-  2, 

Mr.  ]'>artlett  died  in  February,  1849,  ^^^^'^^  Octol>er 
of  the  same  >-ear  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoon  bccanu- 
pa>U)r.  ]\[r.  lIunt(M:>i)  resigned  July  15,  i<^55'  \\^'-\\\ 
lluil  liux:  till  ihc  \\ar  jSfV)  ihu  church  w..^  \m:;1'':;1  .t 
|'a^W.'r,  llu' vcr\-ices  l)^-ing  condueted  !)>'  L;^:L;\'m^n  w 
Were  engaged  tempDraril)-. 
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On  Tuesday,  June  5,  i860,  the  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Cal- 
throp  was  ordained,  the  sermon  being  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  of  Boston.  Mr.  Calthrop 
resigned  June  i,  1864,  and  in  February,  1866,  the  Rev. 
James  Henry  Wiggin  became  pastor.  He  remained 
about  eighteen  months,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
William  B.  Buxton,  who  was  installed  Augast  9,  186S. 
During  the  pastorale  of  ]\Ir.  Buxton,  the  church  edifice 
was  extensively  repaired,  several  important  alterations 
being  made  in  t}ie  interior. 

Mr.  Buxton  resigned  B^ebruary  i,  1872,  and  on  the 
ist  of  January,  1873,  ^'^^^  Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Bailey  was 
installed.    During  the  year  1875,  the  parsonage  on  Khn 

street  was  erected. 

On  the  night  of  June  25, 
1877,  during  the  great  con- 
flagration, the  roof  of  this 
church  caught  fire  from  fall- 
ing cinders.  The  flames  were 
extinguished,  however,  by  I\Ir. 
Thomas  J.  Fccraw,  who,  being- 
unable  to  force  an  entrance  to 
the  church,  with  great  pres- 
ence of  mind  climbed  to  the 
roof  on  a  lightning  rod.  The 
noble  act  was  appreciated  by  the  members  of  the  society 
and  they  subsequently  presented  him  with  a  gold  watch 
in  grateful  recognition  of  his  valuable  services. 

In  1884  the  Rev.  ?\Ir.  Bailey  resigned  and  the  parish 
was  without  a  pastor  for  two  years,  v,-hen  in  ^^lay,  1S86, 
the  Rev.  James  Kay  Applubee  was  elected.  During 
^Ir.  Applebee's  pastorate  in  1S89  tlic  church  edifice  was 
thoroiighl\-  n-novaicd  and  rcj^iircd,  the  inK-rior  was 
painted  and  frescoed  an.d  new  st:iined  glass  menKtrial 
windows  were  ])ni  in. 
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Mr.  Applebee  resigned  in  July,  1890,  his  successor 
being  the  Rev.  John  B.  Barnhill,  who  was  ordained  and 
installed  October  15,  1891.  Mr.  Barnliill  resigned  in 
1892,  and  April  15,  1893,  the  Rev.  Henry  C.  McDougall 
was  installed.  vSpecial  services  were  held  April  25, 
1896,  in  commemoration  of  the  one  hundred  and  eight- 
ieth anniversary  of  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Hdward 
Holyoke  as  the  first  pastor,  when  an  historical  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  pastor, 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAT.  CHURCH. 

Jesse  Lee,  the  ];ioneer  of  Methodism  in  New  Eng- 
land, preached  the  first  ^^lethodist  sermon  in  Marbleliead 
during  the  month  of  July,  1790,  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
that  vear  took  the  town  in  his  circuit.  He  was  evi- 
dently tendered  the  use  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Church  for  liis  services  as,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1791,  it 
is  recorded  tliat  the  ]\Ietliodist  bishop  preached  at  the 
"New  Meeting  House." 

The  exact  date  of  the  or-  ,r  - - 

ganizalion    of    the    church  ■      .  .  ,  - .  ' 

cannot  be  ascertained,  bnt  it      ^  .  -j^^    ^  \-  - 

is  said  to  have  ]>een  during  r    -  .  '■•V- 

tlie  \'ear  1791  or  1792,  in  the  '1  ,  ■  .  -  '  ;  ■'  i ' 
house  of  ^Ir.  Joshua  Prentiss  '^Z:  ^  }]]   :    '  '  ''''I' 

on  MuL^ford  street.     Preach-    ^"C'^:v^^T| V- ^^^^^ 
ing  Services  were  lield  at  the      "^^^rl  -''^^T^-j-- '  - 
house  of  -Mr.  William  :Mar- 

.        1  •  .  ^  T  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

tin  on  Darling  street,  and  on 

the  30lh  of  .\|>rih  1793,  ^^^^  Rev.  Jesse  Lee  opened  a 
roriin  in  the  h.un>e  of  :\lr.  James  Bowler  on  Lee  .street 
h'r  I'lil'iic^  >er\  :ce>.  (  )n  Thanksij^ix-ing  Dav  (  Xoyember 
S)  ..f  ihe  •  .       ilu-  Rew  I\zekiel  Cn<.)per  a 

\  '.<.-e  :i\  t:;.-  :ii  in  iiie  Puwler  lioiisc-  and  baj-ti/.nl 
a  eliii'K  V.      wa-  lmwii  the  name  of  ICzekiel  Cooper. 


I  1  ['Hi J, ''■htm  -so^-i 
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In  the  year  1801,  the  first  chapel  was  erected  on  the 
rocks  at  the  head  of  Rockaway  street,  and  was  used  as  a 
place  of  worship  until  the  erection  of  the  present  church 
edifice  in  1833.  The  chapel  was  then  converted  into  a 
dwelling-house,  one-half  of  wdiich  has  since  been  used  as 
a  parsonage. 

In  the  year  1859,  c^ii-iring  the  pastorate  of  tlje  Rev. 
A.  ^I.  Osgood,  several  important  alterations  were  made 
in  the  interior  of  the  church.  In  the  autumn  of  1879,  a 
new  entrance  was  made  at  the  front  of  the  chiu'ch,  the 
vestry-roo'm  was  thoroughly  refitted  and  several  other 
improvements  were  made. 

_  On  Sunday,  ^londay  and  Tuesday, 

/  November  i,  2  and  3,  1891,  services 

•.  \      commemorative  of  the  one  hundredth 
;       anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
\'     ^-  church  and  the  establishment  of  IMeth- 

/''•        -  ^     odism  in  Marblehead  were   held  in 

^('  X  '  '  "^^^  church  and  at  Abbot  Hall.  These 

\   /  exercises  were  held  all  day  and  in  the 

J    -   '/         evening  on  Sunday,  and  on  Monday 

REV.  Z;  A.  MUDGE.  J    /"fA  J 

and  luesday  evenings. 

In  1894  the  church  building  was  enlarged  by  building 
an  addition  in  the  rear,  the  interior  was  remodeled,  fres- 
coed and  painted,  new  windows,  two  of  them  stained 
glass  memorials,  were  put  in,  and  a  bell  —  that  formerly 
used  on  the  South  Church,  destroyed  by  fire  in  1877  — 
was  placed  in  the  tower.  These  improvements  were 
completed  late  in  the  month  of  December,  and  the 
reopening  was  celebrated  by  appropriate  services  begin- 
ning January  i  and  concluding  on  the  evening  of 
January  6,  1S95. 

TliC  following;  arc-  the  names  of  the  jxastors  : 

1794,  Jonathan  Rexfurd.       l79^^  CUorge  Cannon. 

1795,  James  Coval.  1/97?  J^^^^i^'^  Ihoadhead. 
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1798,  Supplied. 

1799,  Andrew  Nichols. 

1800,  Joshua  Wells. 

1 801,  Georg-e  Pickering-. 
Thomas  F.  Sargent. 

1802,  Epaphras  Kibby. 

1803,  Daniel  Webb, 

1804,  Reuben  Hubbard. 

1805,  Daniel  Batchelder. 

1806,  Alfred  ?^Ietcalf. 

1807,  Philip  ]\Iunger. 

1808,  David  Batchelder. 

1809,  William  Hunt. 

1 8 10,  Thomas  Asbury. 
Alex  ^McClain. 

181 1,  Krastus  Otis. 

181 2,  Nathan  P>.  Ashcraft. 
vStephen  Bailey. 

1 81 3,  William  Hinman. 

1 814,  Benjamin  Hazel  ton. 

1 81 5,  Benjamin  F.  Lam- 
bord. 

181 6,.  wSolomon  vSias. 
1 81 7,  W.  .Marsh. 

O.  Hines. 
1 81 8-1 9,  Jesse  Filmore. 

1820,  Zalmon  Stuart. 

182 1,  Jotham  Horton. 

1822,  Henry  Bulhnch. 

1823,  J^^iues  P.  Harvey. 

1824,  Jesse  I'ilmore. 
T.  W.  Tucker. 

1825,  Ik'ujamin  Jones. 
1S26,  Henr\-  Mayo. 

1827,  Nathan]).  vSp-aulding. 
1S2S,  Selah  S.  Stocking. 
1K29,  Nathan  Paine. 
1830,  Darius  Ikarker. 


1 83 1,  George  Sutherland. 

1832,  Newell  S.  Spaulding. 
1833-4,  ICpaphras  Kibby. 

1835,  George  Pickering. 

1836,  Hector  Brownson. 

1837,  Charles  Noble. 

1838,  Abraham  D.  Merrill. 
1839-40,  Edward  Otheman. 
1841-2,  James  Mudge. 

1843,  Stephen  G.  Hiler. 

1844,  J.  S.  J.  Gridley. 
1844-6,  William  Rice. 
1847-8,  William  Smith. 
1849-50,  George  Dunbar, 

Leonard  Austin. 
1 851-2,  F.  I.  Barrows. 
1853-4,  Ichabod  ^larcy. 
1855-6,  Augustus  F.  Bailey. 
1857-8,  ]Moseley  Dwight. 
1859-60,  A.  Osgood. 
1861-2,  W.  A.  Braman. 
1863-4,  C.  E.  ?^IcCurdy. 
1865-6-7,  Bartholomew 

Otheman. 
1868-9-70,  Z.  A.  :\Iudge. 
1871-2,  W.  D.  Bridge. 
1873-4-5,  Linus  Fish. 
1876-7,  J.  A.  Bartlett. 
1877  to  April,  1878, 

W.  E.  Dwight. 
1878,  J.  W.  Dearborn. 
1881,  Joseph  Candhn. 
1884,  P\  T.  Pomeroy. 
1887,  Charles  T.  Johnson. 
18S9,  J.  F.  :Mears. 
1891,  William  A.  Thurston. 
1894,  J.  H.  Humphrey. 
1896,  Plugh  r^Iontgomery. 
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BAPTIST  CHUR.CH. 

This  church  was  organized  February  28,  1810,  with 
twenty-one  members  who  were  regularly  dismissed  from 
*  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Salem  for  the  purpose.  The 
first  church  edifice  purchased  for  the  society  was  a  liouse 
of  worship  on  Watson  street,  known  as  the  "  Rock 
Meeting-house,''  which  had  formerly  been  used  by  a 
society  of  Hopkinsonians. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  181 1,  the  Rev.  Ferdinand  Ellis, 
who  had  supplied  the  pulpit  for  about  fifteen  months,  was 

installed  as  the  first  pas- 
tor. In  September,  181 7, 
Mr.  Ellis  resigned,  and  in 
April,  1 81 8,  the  Rev. 
Herbert  ^Marshall  was 
installed.  He  resigned 
September  30  of  the  same 
year,  and  shortlv  after 
took  orders  in  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church. 

The  next  pastor  was 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Kimball, 
who  was  ordained  March 
10,  I  Si  9.  He  resigned  September  20,  1820.  After  the 
resignation  of  ]Mr.  Kimball,  the  church  was  without 
a  pastor  about  two  years,  during  which  time  services 
were  conducted  by  'Mr.  Isaac  vStory,  Jr.,  a  licensed 
preacher. 

In  November,  1822,  the  Rev.  T^Iatthew  Bolles  became 
pastor,  and  continued  until  July  3,  1825.  ^^is  successor 
was  the  Rev.  vSamuel  Adlam,  who  vras  settled  August 
10,  1827,  ^^^^  remained  four  }-ears. 

On  the  26th  of  A})ril,  1831,  tlic  Rev.  I5ela  AVilcox 
was  irislallcd.    During  llie  brief  period  of  his  ministr\', 
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a  new  church  edifice  was  erected  on  Pleasant  street.  It 
was  dedicated  during  the  month  of  February,  1832.  On 
the.  1 2th  of  April,  of  the  same  year,  i\Ir.  Wilcox  resigned. 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Avery  Briggs,  who  was 
settled  vSeptember  14,  1832,  and  resigned  IMay  3  6,  1834. 
His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hervey,  who  was 
installed  October  17,  1834,  and  remained  nearly  two  years. 

On  the  ist  of  vSeptember,  1S37,  the  Rev.  Dudley  C. 
Haynes  v:as  ordained.  He  resigned  in  March,  1839, 
giving  place  to  the  Rev.  Hervey  Fitz,  who  was  settled 
July  5,  of  the  same  year.  After  a  pastorate  of  two  years, 
Mr,  Fitz  resigned,  and  in  March,  1841,  the  Rev.  ^I. 
Dean  was  installed.  The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Dean  covered 
a  period  of  more  than  four  years, 
ending  in  December,  1845.    The  next  ; -''i 

pastor  was  the  Rev.  Zenas  P.  Wild,  -Y",  ', 

who  was  settled  in  June,  1846,  and      v    •  v-' 
resigned  in  ]\larch,  1848. 

On  the  ist  of  December,  1848,  the    /-''         ■  ■  X 

Rev.  Georo:e  W.   Patch  was  settled.     /  ;  /- 

•  •  •  /  /  / 

Plis  ministry  was  eminently  success-  ' 

ful,*  and    for   twenty-six    years    he     ^^v.  gko.  w.  patch. 
continued  as  a  faithful  shepherd  among  this  people. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1867,  the  church  edifice  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  Dui'ing  the  same  year,  another  house 
of  worship  was  erected  on  the  same  site. 

In  wSeptember,  1874,  ]\Ir.  Patch  resigned,  and  on  the 
first  da;,  of  vSeptember,  1875,  the  Rev.  John  Harris 
Barrows  was  ordained.  He  remained  three  )-ears,  and 
was  succeeded  by  tlie  Rev.  George  W.  Gardner,  D.D., 
who  was  installed  April  29,  1879. 

Dr.  Gardner  resigned  Jul\-  8,  1881,  to  accept  the 
])resi(]ency  of  iIr-  Central  Uiiixersity  of  Iowa.  On  vSun- 
Uliv,  June  2^s,  1882,  the  Re\-.  M\-ron  W.  Ha\-nes  began 
a  pastorate  which  lasted  two  years.    Pie  was  succeeded 


'lO.  ■  ' 
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by  tlie  Rev.  J.  J.  Reader,  who  was  installed  July  8,  1884. 

During  the  pastorate  of  I\Ir.  Reader,  February  11,  i88"6, 
Joseph  B.  Dinsniore,  a  member  of  the  cliurch,  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  with  public  services.  J\Ir. 
Dinsmore's  first  charge  was  at  ]\Ierrimacport,  i\Iass. 

Mr.  Reader  resigned  June  20,  1886,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  PVancis  S.  Bacon,  who  was  installed  Octo- 
ber 6,  1887,  and  remained  four  years,  resigning  December 
12,  1 891.  During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Bacon,  June  27, 
1888,  Nathan  Bailey  was  ordained  to  the  ministry. 

The  n.ext  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Frank  B.  Sleeper,  who 
officiated  for  the  first  time  in  that  capacity  on  Sunday, 
April  3,  1892.  He  remained  five  years  almost  to  a  day, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  James  E.  Norcross,  who 
w^as  installed  June  28,  1897. 

UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

Early  in  the  month  of  January,  1836,  several  gentle- 
men, who  were  believers  in  the  doctrines  of  Universal- 
ism,  subscribed  a  small  amount  of  money  for  the  purpose" 
of  procuring  the  services  of  a  preacher  of  that  denomi- 
nation. The  first  service  was  held  at  Franklin  Hall  on 
the  31st  of  the  same  month,  when  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Whittemore  officiated. 

On  the  3d  of  B>bruary,  1836,  a  society  was  organized, 
and  measures  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
worship.  Services  were  regularly  held  on  Sunday  at 
Franklin  Hall  until  iNlarch  i,  1837,  when  the  church 
edifice,  which  had  been  erected  on  the  corner  of  Pleasant 
and  Watson  streets,  was  dedicated. 

On  the  i8th  of  October,  of  the  same  year,  the  Rev. 
Abraham  Norwood,  who  had  been  preaching  for  tlie 
socict}'  about  three  months,  was  ordained  as  the  first 
pastor.  During  llic  ministiy  of  Mr.  Nc)rwood,  on  the  22d 
.'of  June,  1S39,  a  church  was  organized,  1)y  tlie  adoption 
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of  a  ''confession  of  faith  and  form  of  church  government.'^ 

The  history  of  this  church  for  many  years  was  simply 
a  record  of  severe  struggles  for  existence.  The  pastor- 
ates of  its  ministers  were  very  short,  and  the  society 
found  it  a  hard  matter  to  raise  an  amount  of  money 
sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  expenses.  But  wuth  brave 
hearts  the  members  bore  up  under  every  difficulUy,  con- 
fident that, tiieir  efforts  would 
at  length  be  crowned  with 
success. 

In  January,  1862,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  civil  war 
then  in  progress,  the  church 
edifice  was  closed,  and  wtiS 
not  again  opened  for  services 
until  May,  1863. 

In  1870,  important  altera- 
tions were  made  in  the  house 
of  worship,  and  a  commodi- 
ous vestry-room  was  made 
in  the.  basement. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  August,  1880,  the 
church  edifice  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Pleasures  were 
immediately  taken  for  rebuilding,  the  corner-stone  of  a 
new  edifice  being  laid  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1881. 
This  church  building,  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the 
town,  was  completed  in  November,  1882,  and  was  dedi- 
cated wich  appropriate  exercises. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  pastors  of  this 
church  : 

Rev.  Abraliam  Norwood.  Ordained  October  18,  1837. 
Resigned  Sc|)tembcr  22,  1839. 

Kvw  Henry  j5:icon.  vSettled  January  27,  1840.  Re- 
sigu'.'d  ]\bruar\'  5,  184.?. 

Rcv.  Joseph  P.  Atkinson.    vSettled  April,  1842. 
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Rev,  Alfred  Peck.  Settled  June  9,  1844.  Resigned 
Aug-ust  3,  1845. 

Rev.  Robinson  Breare.  Settled  August  31,  1845. 
Resigned  January,  1849. 

^^-^  Rev.  E.  Case,  Jr.    Settled  June  10, 

-..  -  1849.    Resigned  August  24,  1851. 

,  j  Rev.  Z.  Cook.    vScttled  Oc^tober  19, 

i  ;  .  ,    1851.    Resigned,  1853. 

Rev.  E.  P.  Button.    Settled  ]\Iay  14, 
■    •  ;     '  1S54.    Resigned  June,  1856. 

.    f  ^         Rev.  vStillman  Harden.    Settled  June 
A  ^  '   /'^'  "--^      22,  1856.    Resigned  June,  1861. 
'■'  Rev.  E.  B.  Bruce.    Settled  August 

KEv.  HKKKv  BACON.         1 863.    Rcsigucd  .May,  1865. 
Rev.  F.  D.  Kitteridge.    Ordained  September  24,  1865, 
Resigned  April  i,  1867. 

Rev.  William  G.  Haskell.  Ordained  September,  186S. 
Resigned  October,  1868. 

Rev.  C.  G.  Tucker.  Settled  August  i,  1869.  Re- 
signed 187 1. 

Rev.  Harrison  Closson.  Settled  August,  1871.  Re- 
signed November  10,  1S79. 

Rev.  Sanford  P.  Smith.  Settled  June  6,  1880.  Re- 
signed October  I,  1884. 

Rev.  Julian  S.  Cutler.  Settled  vSeptcmber  i,  1887. 
Resigned  November  i,  18S9. 

Rev.  P'rederick  C.  Priest.    Settled  vSeptember  i,  1891. 

CHURCH  OF  OUR  LADY  STAR  OF  THE  SEA. 

Though  there  had  been  Roman  Catholics  in  ]Mar- 
blehead  for  many  years,  there  was  no  attempt  to  have  a 
celebration  of  the  mass  in  town  until  the  year  1S51. 
During  that  )"ear,  tlic  Rew  I'honuis  vShehan,  pastor  of 
vSt.  James  Cliiircli,  vSalem,  xisited  the  town,  and  cele- 
brated mass  in.  tlie  house  of  Mr.  Dennis  Ijonovan,  on 
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the,  corner  of  Prospect  and  Commercial  streets.  Father 
Shehan  afterwards  came  to  Marblehead  twice  a  year  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  confessions  and  administering  the 
Holy  Communion,  the  services  being  held  alternately  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Donovan  and  that  of  i\Ir.  John  ]\Iaho- 
ney,  on  Glover  square. 

With  the  exception  of  these  visits  of  Father  vShehan, 
there  were  no  services  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  IMarblehead  until  the  year  1854,  when  Anderson's 
Hall,  on  Pleasant  street,  was  engaged,  and  mass  was  cel- 
ebrated there  on  the  second  and  third  Sundays  of  every 
month.  In  1857,  services  were  held  at  the  Town  Hall, 
and  during  that  year  about  one  thousand  dollars  were 
raised  by  subscription  for  the  erection  of  a  church  edi- 
fice. A  lot  of  land  on  Prospect  street  was  bought  as  a 
site  for  the  building,  and  the  balance  of  the  money  was 
loaned  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Gloucester,  who  were 
about  to  build  a  church. 

In  1859,  ^  small  church  was  built,  and  services  were 
regularly  maintained  under  the  superintendence  of 
Father  Shehan,  who  officiated  himself,  or  procured  the 
services  of  other  priests. 

In  November,  1865,  Father  Shehan  gave  notice  that 
he  had  been  appointed  to  the  charge  of  another  parish, 
and  requested  the  people  to  make  an  effort,  before  he 
left  them,  to  pay  an  indebtedness  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars v.diich  they  owed  on  the  church  building.  On  the 
day  appointed  for  receiving  contributions,  every  man 
in  the  congregation  left  his  seat,  as  his  name  was  called, 
and  placed  his  offering  upon  the  altar.  When  the  offer- 
ings were  counted,  they  were  found  to  amount  to  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  dolhu's,  more  than  enough  to  cancel 
tlu-  entire  debt.^ 

;I\'r  mi\d\  ihc  iiifi -rinatii contained  in  this  sketch,  the  author  would 
rc>i'ectrully  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Kdnuuid  O'KeetTe. 
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The  parish  was  afterwards  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Rev.  Charles  Rainoni,  who  officiated  several  years  at 
Peabody,  and  celebrated  one  mass  every  vSunday  at  Alar- 
blehead.  In  1872,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  IMarble- 
head,  and  l^ecanie  the  first  regular  parish  priest  in 
charge  of  this  clnu'ch. 

In  1868,  the  parish  bought  a  lot  of  land  on  the  road 
between  ]\Iarblehead  and  Salem,  which  was  consecrated 
for  use  as  a  cemetery. 

Early  in  the  year  1872,  a  new  church  edifice  was 
erected  on  Gregory  street,  and  on  the  8th  of  July  of 
^^-^s  the  same  year  it  was  burned  to  the 

^/ .:-..v'-'''~-'^' ^\  ground.  Fortunately  the  old  church 
j'       '  r  '    building  had  not  been  removed,  and 

I'v         y:.  ^  ■    .     services  were  held  there  as  usual. 

^v_^  .  .  ■  ~- ■  '  A  short  time  after  the  destruction  of 
^-"^  v  the  new  church,  a  house  was  erected  on 

.  ^  ;  '    the  same  site  for  the  use  of  tJie  pastor. 

.  Father  Rainoni  died  in  1S75,  and 

.  REV.  CHARLES  KAtNONi.  ^yas  succccded  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  S. 
Healey.  During  the  pastorate  of  Father  Healey,  the 
church  edifice  was  entirely  remodeled,  and  is  now 
the  handsomest  to  be  found  in  the  town. 

Father  Healey  relinquished  charge  of  the  parish  in 
1880,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Theodore  A.  Met- 
calf,  a  most  scholarly  and  accomplished  gentleman,  who 
entered  zealously  upon  his  work,  and  succeeded  in  en- 
dearing himself  not  only  to  the  people  of  his  parish,  but 
to  the  townspeople  as  well.  During  his  pastorate,  and 
largely  through  his  efforts,  ]March  5,  18S2,  the  Young 
Men's  Catholic  Teriiperance  Society  was  organized. 

In  iSSi  llie  te]n])crance  societx'  erected  a  hall  on 
(hviu)r\'  slrecl.  wliicli  has  since  l)i-cn  n^od  for  ^ocivW 
meetings,  leciure^  aiicl  enlerlainmenls,  greaU}-  to  the 
convenience  of  pec)pk'  residirig  in  the  \'icinit\'. 
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Father  Metcalf  left  in  1886,  and  on  the  13th  of  June 
of  that  year  the  Rev.  William  Shinnick  assumed  charge 
of  the  parish.  His  pastorate,  thus  far  the  longest  of  any 
since  the  parish  was  founded,  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  his  people,  as  well  as  all  others  who  appre- 
ciate his  sympathetic  helpfulness,  in  all  that  tends  to 
the  spiritual  and  moral  upbuilding  of  the  commtmity, 
hope  for  the  long  continuauce  of  his  labors. 


ADVENT  CHURCH. 

During  the  year  1840,  Elder  J.  Litch  officiated  in  the 
]\Iethodist  Church,  which  was  the  first  time  the  doctrine 
of  the  second  coming  of  Christ,  as  taught  by  the  Advent 
Church,  was  preached  in  IMarblehead.  Elders  Edwin 
Burnham  and  Elam  Burnham  after- 
wards held  services  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  John  Reynolds,  on  Darling  street. 
vSocial  prayer-meetings  were  regularly 
held 'by  a  few  believers  until  the  year 
185  j.,  wlien  holder  John  Hook  held  a 
series,  of  "meetings  in  Eyceuni  Hall, 
As  a  result  of  his  labors,  eight  persons 
were  converted  and  baptized.  elder  john  f.  clothev. 

The  first  Advent  Church  in  ]\Iarblehead  was  or- 
ganized in  January,  1S72.  It  was  composed  of  eight 
members,  and  for  two  years  and  three  months  wor- 
sliiped  at  Rechabite  Hall.  During  tliis  time  the  pulpit 
was  supplied  by  ministers  chiefly  of  the  ^Massachusetts 
Advent  Christian  Conference,  and  social  prayer-meetings 
were  lield  from  house  to  house  on  several  evenings  of 
e;ich  week.  In  1874,  tlic  cliurcli  decided  to  ch:ingc  its 
V)\:v:c  (>1  \\^.ir-;ln]>,  :ui(]  a  hall  was  procured  near  tin/  orn- 
ter  of  the  town,  on  Pleas.uit  street,  in  which  scr\  ice> 
have  since  been  regularly  held. 


o'^rl         '^^-^^^  J^.!0'hii9ni. 
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The  first  pastor,  Elder  John  F.  Clothe}^,  was  settled  in 
April,  1874,  after  having  been  ordained  to  the  ministry 
hy  the  ]Massachnsetts  Advent  Christian  Conference. 

Elder  Clothey  resigned  the  pastorate  in  1882,  accepting 
a  call  to  Bangor,  ]\Iaine.  The  next  pastor  was  Elder  Al- 
bert F.  Lefavour,  who  was  settled  in  1886  and  remained 
one  year.  Elder  E.  N.  Hinckley  dnring  the  year  1890 
and  Elder  J.  C.  vSmitji,  a  few  months  in  1894,  complete 
the  list  of  pastors.  vServices  ha\'e  been  rcgnlarly  held 
on  vSnnday  and  prayer-meetings  during  the  week  ;  the 
pulpit,  at  siich  times  as  the  church  has  been  without  a 
pastor,  being  filled  by  ministers  of  the  x-Vdvent  Christian 
Conference. 
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GLOVER'S  MARBLE  HEAD  REGIMENT. 

A  ROLL  of  the  field,  staff,  aud  company  officers,  iiou-comrais- 
Bioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Foot, 
in  the  service  of  tlie  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  commanded 
by  Col.  John  Glover. 

FIELD  AND  STAFF  OFFICERS. 

Colonely  John  Glover. 

Lieutenant-colonel,  Gabriel  Johonet. 

Major,  William  Lee. 

Adjuianiy  Caleb  Gibbs. 

Surgeon,  Nathaniel  Bond. 

Surgeon's  Mate,  Nathaniel  liarringtoii. 

Quariermasier,  Joseph  Stac}^ 

Company  0>\e. 

Captain,  Joel  Smith. 
Lieutenant,  John  Bray. 
Ensign,  Joshua  Ome. 
Ensign,  Thomas  Fosdick. 

Sergeants. 

Ebenezer  Griffin,  Thomas  Wilkston, 

John  Lewis,  Thomas  Elkins. 

Corporals. 

Robert  l^aines,  Kobcrt  Girdler, 

IjCJijamin  Tliom}>=^oit,  Drmumcr, 
Jolm  Griste,  Fifer. 
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Privates. 


William  Thompson, 

Joseph  Wadden, 

John  Sweetland, 

Jona.  Thompson, 

Wm.  Briniblecome, 

Abi-am.  Sothai-d, 

John  Dove, 

Joseph  Paine, 

\yiiliaiD  Sedgebard, 

William  Perry, 

John  Legrow, 

Benjamin  Denriis, 

Thomas  Allen,  Jr., 

George  Watson, 

John  Hadler, 

William  Nutting, 

AVilliam  Dixey, 

William  Dimond, 

Ivicbard  Gear, 

Pobert  Newhall, 

Peter  Daniels, 

Robert  Bray, 

John  Green, 

Thomas  Allen, 

Edward  Casey, 

Ivichard  Pedrick, 

Thomas  Laskey, 

Robert  Hooper, 

Anthony  Ferdinand, 

Joseph  Curtis, 

John  Iloman, 

Robert  Curtis, 

John  Lovis, 

Richard  Ci  aft. 

Joshua  Orne, 

Ely  Turner, 

John  Davis, 

John  Pligh, 

Cornelius  Thompson, 

Christopher  Oaks. 

■  CO-MPAXY  Two. 

Captain,  William  Blackler. 

Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Clark. 

Second  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Pearce. 

Sergeants. 

John  Day,  Thomas  Barker, 

Nathaniel  Hartshorn,  Jolin  Melvell. 

.  :  ■  .'  Corporah. 

James  Eberns,  Andrew  Lacky. 

John  Thompson,  Drummer. 
Benjamin  Gnidner,  Fif(;r. 
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Philip  Cram, 

John  Strokes, 

Benjamin  Marston, 

Francis  Kennel, 

Richard  Brimblecome 

Joseph  Prockter, 

John  Clathing, 

George  Standley, 

Thomas  INIann, 

Nathaniel  Story, 

William  Smith, 

Joseph  Pearco, 

Richard  Teller,  : 

John  Freeto, 

William  Dane, 

William  Millett, 

William  Mathews, 

James  Quilby, 

John  Cartright, 

Nathaniel  Dodd, 

Thomas  Oliver, 

Philii)  Greely, 

Samuel  Stearns, 

lienjamin  Johnson, 

Samuel  Bi'idgeo, 

Amos  Damon, 

James  Wood, 

Benjamin  Brown, 

Nathaniel  Soto, 

David  Osborn, 

Joseph  Tucker, 

Samuel  Snow, 

Jacob  Olivei", 

Samuel  Thompson, 

Joseph  AMdger, 

Nicholas  Gifford, 

John  Kelly, 

AVilliam  Quiner, 

Manuel  Sevrard, 

Stephen  Morse, 

John  Richardson, 

John  Gallison, 

William  Brown, 

Nathaniel  Ramsdell, 

Benjamin  Lindsey, 

Benjamin  Boden, 

John  Quiner. 

John  Widger, 

Co^rPANY  Three. 

Ga'piain^  John  IMerritt. 
■  Lieutenant^  Joshua  Prentiss. 
Ensign^  Robert  Nimblett. 

Sergcdnt^. 

George  Wells,  William  Bartlett, 

•lohn  Clark,  Nathaniel  Fowler. 
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Corporals. 

JoliD  Roach,  Peter  Harmau. 

Moses  Picket,  Drummer, 
John  Wells,  Fifer. 


Privates, 


John  liall, 

Alien  1  in  D  bard. 

(jreorge  Murry, 

Nicholas  Grater, 

l-Laward  Ivenoui, 

William  bhn-ley, 

Jh^dward  Uorr, 

Ihomas  Dennis, 

reter  Mclzeu, 

Jjenteman  Keed, 

Peter  bme, 

John  Wooidndge, 

bamuel  Coes, 

Jblias  Grant, 

ihomas  JLaskey, 

James  Andrews, 

John  Murr}', 

WiJliam  M.  Hasett, 

T    1              I"    1  1 

John  JMalcoim, 

lienry  u  hite, 

Daniel  Mervy, 

oamuei  JLewis, 

T     1  O 

John  bavage, 

Ihomas  iaut, 

Ebcnezer  Purrell, 

Richard  Prown, 

James  Trefry, 

John  Foot, 

William  Pedrick, 

John  Nimbi  ett. 

George  Cash, 

James  White, 

Nathaniel  Keiiouf, 

John  White, 

Thomas  Woodbridge, 

William  Richards. 

Lewis  Cruff, 

James  Topham, 

Thomas  Doliber, 

Tliomas  Lake, 

Thomas  Davis, 

Hamlet  Merritt, 

Joseph  Wiggin, 

John  Murry, 

Peter  Doliber, 

William  Laskey, 

Joseph  Hovey, 

John  Baker, 

John  Brown. 


CoMi'ANY  Folk. 

Captain,  J.  Selman. 
Lieutenant ,  J.  Collier. 
£nsiyn,  Edward  Iloman. 
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Sergeants. 


Ambrose  Homan, 

Ebenezer  Legro, 

Benjamin  Doak, 

Philip  Carroll. 

Covporals. 

Richard  Marstin, 

Edward  Scows. 

Drummer,  John  Scott. 

♦ 

John  Bowden, 

Nathaniel  Doliber, 

Thomas  Lefavonr, 

John  Russell, 

Jacob  Waitt, 

Jonathaii  Deacons, 

Joseph  Batcheler, 

James  Trefry, 

Thomas  Salkins, 

John  Lacy, 

John  Savage, 

AVilliam  Bean, 

Thomas  Mase, 

John  Pousland, 

John  Felton, 

Samuel  Felton, 

Ephraim  Chambers, 

Michael  Doake, 

John  Doliber, 

Thomas  Doliber, 

Elias  Bowden, 

Richard  Iresou, 

John  White, 

Samuel  Thompson, 

James  Cash, 

John  Forrester, 

John  Cash, 

James  Tooly, 

Thomas  Samson, 

John  Stacy,  Jr. 

William  Richards, 

Richard  Curtis, 

Hugh  Ellis, 

Noah  Bray, 

Benjamin  White, 

^  David  Mason, 

Samuel  Asliton, 

John  Harris, 

AVilliam  Curtis, 

John  Laskey, 

William  Woodbridge, 

John  Ash  ton, 

Thomas  Bridgeo, 

John  Thompson, 

Samuel  11  umplirey, 

Thomas  Brimblecom, 

Amasa  Hubbard, 

James  Antone. 

Company  Five. 

Captain,  Thomas  Simonds. 

First LicntciKiiif.  William  Russell. 

Second  Licutenanf^  George  Sinecross. 
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Sergeants. 

George  Wendell,  Nathaniel  Brown, 

William  Hawks,  Samuel  Getchel. 

Corporals. 


John  GosSj 

William  Chaple. 

Drummer 

,  William  Blackler. 

Privates. 

Peter  Sever^^, 

John  Green, 

Joseph  Buttis, 

Richard  Wall, 

Francis  Hipenstall, 

Nicholas  Picket, 

William  Daniels,  Jr., 

William  Davis, 

William  Chaple, 

Thomas  Horton, 

Jonathan  Davis, 

Benjamin  Shaw, 

Isaac  Waclden, 

Edward  Pepper, 

Joseph  Griirm, 

John  Symonds, 

Charles  Goodwin, 

Michael  Oglebe, 

Elias  Brian, 

John  Bath, 

John  Green,  Jr., 

Edward  Bowden, 

William  Thomas, 

John  Dipper, 

William  Parsons, 

Jona.  Howard, 

Robert  Wall, 

Micah  Breed, 

Peter  Fnndy, 

Enoch  Jarvis, 

S.  Symons, 

Henry  Harrison, 

George  Tishne, 

William  Daniel, 

Samuel  Beal, 

John  Posey, 

Samuel  Grant, 

Benjamin  Dennis, 

Francis  Grater, 

John  Foster, 

Pichard  La])thorn, 

Joshua  Getchell, 

William  James, 

William  Thoruer, 

John  Lank, 

Nicholas  Girdler, 

}>enjamin  Andrews, 

Jacob  Yelton, 

Thomas  Mullet. 
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Company  Six. 
Captain^  Nicholas  Broughton. 
First  Lieutenant^  John  Stacey. 
Second  Lieutenant,  John  Devereux. 

Sergeants. 

Matthew  Chambers,  W.  H.  Reyiiolds, 

Daniel  Mears,  Samuel  Coffran. 

Corporals. 

John  Huston,  Hector  McNeal, 

James  Dulap,  Nehemiah  Brooks. 

Drummer^  Hugh  Raynor. 


Privates. 


Squire  Baker, 

William  Childs, 

J.  Blair, 

Simon  Caswell, 

Thomas  Burn, 

Jeremiah  Duly, 

George  Bruce, 

Mich.  Joseph  Dyer, 

Samuel  Boden, 

Joseph  Tassington, 

'J'homas  Brown, 

Thoinas  Tallett, 

Kdward  Brooks, 

James  Girdler, 

J.  Bryan, 

William  Green, 

Ebenezer  Allen, 

Charles  Holbrain, 

J.  Carter, 

Philip  High, 

Samuel  Chapman, 

Philip  Hooker, 

Benjamin  Childs, 

James  Gilford, 

William  Johnson, 

Joseph  Searle, 

Francis  Jones, 

J.  Sharp, 

J.  Laskey, 

J.  Tucker, 

J.  Laptham, 

James  Tucksbury, 

Ebeuezer  Lathe, 

Joshua  AVidger, 

Francis  Lyons, 

J.  Williams, 

Benjamin  Lovis, 

Thomas  Jones, 

Tliomas  i\Ie])rand, 

Tliomas  Waddicks, 

ilium  ]\rorccr, 

J.  IJamsdell. 

A\'iilia:n  l^i'osser, 

William  Witlgor, 
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Cliarles  Pearce, 

J.  Bennet, 

Thomas  Proctor, 

Richard  Moncrief. 

Co3iPANY  Seven. 

CajHain,  "William  Courtis. 

Lieutenant^  Eobert  Harris. 

JSnsign,  Thomas  Courtis. 

Sergeants. 

Samuel  Clemens, 

Mason  Harris, 

James  Foster, 

Ezekiel  Chever. 

Corporals. 

Henry  Gibbs, 

Josiah  Goodrich. 

Drummer^  Samuel  Bowden. 

I  rivates. 

Asa  Mclnlire, 

James  Welch, 

David  Marston, 

John  Chapman,  Jr., 

John  Peach, 

Tliomas  Jones, 

George  "Wippen, 

George  Clark, 

James  Laptliorn, 

Alexander  Buckingham, 

John  Gibbons, 

Stephen  Gott, 

Elkanali  Hitchings, 

John  Woodbridge, 

James  Ball, 

Benjamin  Girdler, 

Samuel  Peach, 

Michalar  Melzard, 

Michael  Gurney, 

Thomas  Drew, 

Andre \7  Pichards, 

Joseph  Widger, 

Samuel  Webber, 

John  Caswell, 

Josiah  Chase, 

Francis  Cavendish. 

Emanuel  Perrygrecd, 

Daniel  Maley, 

Ambrose  G randy, 

AVilliam  Orne, 

Thomas  Patford, 

Robert  Spitlea,' 

Alexander  Lang, 

John  Chapman, 

William  lUirrows, 

Lewis  Gray, 

^^'illiam  Calhson, 

Ebeuczer  Hanover, 

John  Pour, 

Ricliard  Curtis, 

John  Gillard, 

Samuel  Parsons, 
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John  Frost, 
John  Chaple, 
Thomas  Gould, 
Thomas  Ellis, 


John  Chambers, 
John  Laffin, 
Lawrence  Blake, 
Thomas  Hooper. 


Company  Eight. 


Captain,  William  Bacon. 
•  First  Lieutenant,  William  Mills. 
Second  Lieutenant,  Seward  Lee. 

Sergeants. 

Winthrop  Sargent,  Nathaniel  Hitchings, 

James  Hitcliings,  John  Owens. 

Corporals. 

John  Jackson,  Eobert  Smith. 

Drummer,  John  Authoine. 

Privates, 


James  Wilson, 

William  Caswell, 

Philip  Meservy, 

Christopher  Bubier, 

Samuel  Le  Groe, 

Andrew  Smith, 

Thon)as  Gail, 

John  Stephens, 

Eobert  Laskey, 

Benjamin  Deveraux, 

David  Florance, 

Wm.  Messervy  Phillips, 

Thomas  Fuller, 

William  Stone, 

William  Dixey, 

Joseph  Pope, 

James  Valentine, 

Amos  Ilitchings, 

George  Phillips, 

John  Bezune, 

George  Rush, 

Francis  Goss, 

Amos  Bennet, 

Manuel  Seward, 

Jacob  Selman, 

Thomas  Garney, 

Jonas  NcNvall, 

Thomas  Lewis, 

John  Hammett, 

Richard  Nick, 

Benjamin  ^Nlountforth, 

John  Gilbert, 

Sylvester  Davis, 

Wm.  Worster, 

Peter  Lovis, 

John  Curtis, 

John  Traill, 

Samuel  Gutridge, 
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William  Caswell,  Jr., 
David  Stephenson, 
Thomas  Neal, 
Peter  Newull, 
William  Mason, 


Thomas  Birdway, 
Samuel  Caswell, 
Clement  Newall, 
John  McColly, 
Thomas  Cloan, 


William  Calb. 

CoMrANY  NmE. 

Captain  and  Colonel^  John  Glover. 
First  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Orne,  Jr. 
Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  Archibald. 


Sergeants. 


John  Bowden, 
Moses  Lefavour, 


John  Allen, 
Nicholas  Newburj 


Corporah. 

George  Breed,  Thomas  Savage. 

Drummer,  Thomas  Trefry. 
Fifer,  Thomas  Fosdick. 


Privates,, 


James  Hall, 
Moses  Stacey, 
John  Landy, 
Richard  Strikes, 
Kichard  Webber, 
Thomas  Burch, 
Philip  Grush, 
Graves  Standley, 
John  Tishew, 
John  Lawrence, 
David  Cross, 
John  Roads, 
John  Bridles, 
William  Crowell, 
Roger  Vickery, 
Steplien  Ivaglan, 


James  Dennis, 
John  Howard, 
James  Lyons, 
John  Murry, 
Manuel  Sanders, 
Samuel  Glover, 
Emanuel  Doliber, 
David  Poor, 
Peter  Martin, 
Wadden  William, 
John  Moore, 
Thomas  Nichols, 
Thomas  Dimond, 
Samuel  Asliton, 
John  Trush, 
Joseph  i\r.  liavasue, 
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Tbomas  Husen, 

Beniamin  Trefrv, 

Jolm  Brock, 

Richard  Proctor, 

George  St.  Barbe, 

f  John  Chapman, 

Nathaniel  Stacey, 

Anthony  Lewis, 

Moses  Miirry, 

James  Williams, 

Jonathan  Glover, 

Romeo,  a  negro, 

William  Nicholson, 

Edward  Glover. 

Company  Ten. 

Captain,  Thomas 

Grant. 

First  Lieutenant,  William  Bubier. 

Second  Lieutenant 

,  Ebenezer  Graves. 

Sergeants, 

Jonathan  Bartlett, 

Stanford  Flack, 

John  Lefavour, 

Richard  Goss. 

Corporals. 

John  Bubier, 

Benjamin  Gardner. 

Drummer,  Philip  Fallett. 

Privates. 

Josi.-ih  Nichols, 

William  Bartlett, 

Alexander  Green, 

John  Orne, 

William  Wiley, 

John  Petron, 

Joseph  Candish, 

John  Besom, 

John  Dhnond, 

Merritt  Brimblecom, 

Thomas  l^ons, 

Joseph  Mason, 

Benjamin  Br adf oi'd , 

J.  Smith  Bullett, 

Benjamin  Bartholomew, 

John  Bishop, 

William  liny. 

Samuel  l^cal, 

William  Ilouard, 

Bartholomew  Lynch, 

Pliilip  Florance, 

James  Nowland, 

John  Oake.->, 

Richard  Thompson, 

Jacob  Smallwood, 

John  Pickett, 

Samuel  ILnvI.'y, 

Lawrence  Bartlett, 

TTt.'nry  Paine, 

Richard  Tutt, 

Samuel  Persons, 

John  Grant, 
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Thomas  Taggett,  John  Patten, 

Jolm  Liorne,  Samuel  Vickery, 

John  Conway,  Samuel  Cox, 

Michael  TreiVy,  Peter  Knaps, 

Robert  Swan,  Jolm  Fowler, 

Samuel  Turner,  Thomas  Fallett. 

Thomas  Felton, 

The  whole  number  of  men  in  the  regiment  was  584,  all  of  whom 
were  from  Marblehead  except  Captain  Symons,  Nathaniel  Brown, 
Benjamin  Shaw,  Edward  Pepper,  John  Symons,  and  Jonathan 
Howard,  who  were  of  Danvers,  and  Enoch  Jarvis,  of  Lynn,  in  the 
Fifth  Company.  The  regiment  was  called  in  the  ai-my  the  "  Ma- 
rine Regiment,"  and  "  Glovei-'s  Marblehead  Regiment." 


REVOLUTIOXARY  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

The  following  list  of  Marblehead  sailors  confined  in  Old  Mill 
Prison,  England,  during  the  Revolution  was  copied  by  permission 
from  a  manuscript  journal  kept  by  William  Russell,  of  Boston,  who 
,was  private  secretary  to  Commodore  Manly  on  board  the  ship  Jason. 

Taken  on  boakd  ship  Sturdy  Bf.ggar's  Piuze,  of  Salem. 
Philip  Messervey,  committed  1777,  ran  away. 

On  board  brig  Fi^eedom's  Prize.    Taken  April  29,  1777. 

Thomas  Brown,  ran  av/ay.  James  Lyons,  exchanged. 

Jacob  Sayer,  ran  away.  John  Dimond,  exchanged. 

Joseph  Striker,  exchanged.  Stephen  Dennis,  exchanged. 

Nathaniel  Stacey,  exchanged.  Chi'istopher  Codner,  exchanged. 

Joseph  Majory,  exchanged.  Eli  Yickery,  died  in  prison. 
William  Brown,  exchanged. 

On  board  brig  Fancy,  of  Newbury.    Taken  August,  1777. 

John  Lee,  Captain,  ran  awa3%         Joseph  I^arker,  ran  away. 
Bobert  Stephenson,  Lieiitenant,      Tiiomas  Baiker,  ran  av.-ay. 
ran  av/ay.  John  Lio,  ran  away. 


APPENDIX. 


561 


Thomas  Meek,  ran  away.  Jacob  Yickory, 

Francis  Salter,  ran  away.  Samuel  Ilawley, 

Andrew  Slyfield,  ran  away.  Samuel  Beal, 

Robert  Swan,  ran  away.  Thomas  Horton, 

John  Swan,  ran  away.  Jonatlian  Bartlett, 
James  Valentine,  died  in  prison.  Edmund  Jjowden, 

Elias  Hart,  died  in  prison.  John  Adams, 

"William  Laskey,  Eobert  Brown,  * 

"William  Pickett,  Nicholas  Thorn, 

John  Lecraw,  Robert  Peirce, 

Samne]  Wliitrong,  Benjamin  Marston, 

William  Cole,  Skillings  Brooks, 

Joseph  Cox,  Nicholas  Girdler, 

Samuel  Cox,  Richard  Goss, 

Michael  Trefrie,  Caeser  Bartlett  (colored). 

On  BOAiTi)  SCHOONER  Hawk's  Prize,  of  Newbury,  1777. 

Benjamin  Leach,  Thomas  Widger, 

Abiel  Lee,  Thomas  Knowson. 

Moses  Stacey, 

On  board  sloop  Black  Snake. 
Capt.  "William  L-^craw,  commander.    Token  August,  1777,  ran  away. 

On  board  schooner  True  Blue,  of  Marblehead. 
Capt.  Peter  Faneuil  Jones,  ran  away. 

On  board  prize  of  brig  America.   Taken  November  19, 1778. 

Richaj-d  Neagles,  1   ^  Francis  Messerve}',  ran  away. 

George  Pike,       1  Thomas  Collyer,  exchanged. 

Philip  Trasher,     ^ojird  British 

John  Lapthorn,  J 

On  board  ship  Oliver  Cromwell's  Prize.  Retaken 
June,  1779. 

William  Chadwell.^ 

On  board  ship  I'ilgrim's  Prize. 
Edward  Jeboe. 
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Ox  iJOAKD  SHIP  Jason.    Taken  September  30,  1779. 
Capt.  John  Manly. 

Ox  BOAKD  BRIG  MOXMOUTH,  OF  SaLEM.    TaKEN  OCTOBETl  2,  1779. 

John  Stacey,  Sliipped  on  board  a 

Nathaniel  Dodd,  )  British  man-of-war. 

Ox  board  brig  E ambler,  of  Sale.u.  Taken  October  21,  1779. 

Abram  Quiiiei',  Edwaid  Hiller, 

John  Green,  Edward  Ilillcr,  Ji'., 

Samuel  Gale,  Henry  Johnson. 

On  board  brig  Terrible,  of  Marlehead.  Taken 
September  1,  1780. 

Capt.  John  Conway,  Commander.      William  Blaekler, 
»)ohn  Ivoimdey,  John  Down. 

John  Lewis, 

Ox  BOARD  SHIP  Hannibal,  September  18,  1780. 

John  Fisher,  John  Coventry, 

Thomas  Martin,  died  in  prison. 

On  board  ship  Koebuck,  of  Salem,  October  16,  1780. 
William  James. 

On  board  brig  IIackett  and  John,  of  Salem, 
November,  1781. 

Joseph  Pedrick. 

On  board  ship  Franklin's  Prize,  May  1,  1781. 
Thomas  Low,  John  Orrock. 

On  board  brig  Eagle,  February  7,  1782. 
Thomas  Dennis. 

On  board  brig  Black  Prince.    Taken  October  11,  178L 
Pichard  Girdlcr.  John  Smith. 
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On  board  prize  to  ship  Di/rAix.    Taken  December  7,  178]. 
Lewis  Girdler. 

On  board  suip  Grand  Turk's  prize.  Taken 
Koyemcer,  24,  1781. 

Frank  Barker,  Jolui  Garcy, 

William  Arbuckle,  ^\^illiara  Seal, 

Thomas  Clark,  John  Lefford, 

Henry  Ncal,  George  Read, 

John  Frenda)-,  John  Semraons. 

Ox  BOARD  SNOW  DiANA,  OF  Brverly.    Taken  June  15.  1781. 
Francis  Ellis,  Benjamin  Ci'afts. 

On  board  ship  Hercules,  of  Boston.   Taken  October  0,  1781. 
Capt.  Tliomas  Dizniore.  Thomas  ^Vooldrcdge. 

On  board  ship  Jason,  of  SALE:\r.    Taken  October  10,  1781. 
"William  Tucker,  William  Vickery. 


THE  ^rARBl.ET!EAD  ROLL  OF  HOXOIi. 

Thi-  fnllowinc:  of  tlic  ritizfiis  of  jMarblel'ead  ^vho  lo?t  their  live?  in  defense  of 
the  Union  dr.rinic  the  Civil  A\'ar,  we  fire  permitted  to  U5!C  by  the  courtesy  of  t!ie 
compiler.  '^Iv.  ^VilIianl  II.  Wonn.^tead. 


First  Hkavy  Aktilt-epvY. 


PLACE  or  DEATH. 

DATK  OF  PEAIH. 

Wi'linin  Tlunt  

Co.  A, 

Potersburp;' . 

.  •.    10th  .June, 

18G4. 

l-i-aii,-!^  Tivto  

Co.  A. 

Et.'rei-'iburg .    .  . 

.    .    17th  June, 

1SG4. 

Co.  A. 

Xi-u-  York  .    .  . 

.    .    31st  Au-., 

ISOl. 

Xa:h.  R.  l^'aiiey.  Lieut  .  . 

Co.  E, 

AVa-hiiiutou  . 

.    .    9th  July, 

1SG4. 

n.-ori^i-  W.  P,:irt!-tt.  J-t  Sor-t. 

,  Co. 

Petersburic . 

.    .    22d  June, 

18d4. 

Pct.M-  Crowl.-y.  l^t  Sci'-t  . 

Co.  G, 

Philadolphia   .  . 

.    .    12tli  July, 

lSd4. 

William  r.  I, (-..Taw,  Sergt  . 

Co.  G, 

Aiulersonville .  . 

.    .    iSth  An--., 

ISiid. 

Thuina>  <  ''ix,  .'^.•^i:t 

Co.  G, 

Audor.-onville . 

.    .    iOth  Oct.. 

I'^dl. 

William  S.  Kin:;,  ("orn  . 

Co.  G. 

Saviiiinah  . 

.    .    4ih  Oct., 

Charlrs  i;.  !iM,\,  h>-.  Cmv}..  . 

Cm.  G, 

AnnapMiis  . 

.    .    nth  Dec, 

K  lu -1  S   l;. ;!..';'. 'IT,  (  'mv;..  . 

Cm.  (J. 

CM  ihn-b',r   .  . 

.    .    -M  dune. 

An  !ivn-  <••  .... 

Cm  (",, 

i-.-t  .\".;uiv  . 

.    .  i:.rh.Ian.. 

!.'.     C.ls  r  

c.>.  C. 

And.  r^Mjivillc  . 

I 

Mum.  1'.  i.l.lV.S  .... 

Co.  G, 

Aiidi  !  ~Mn\  ill.'  .  . 

.     .     -i-M  du!l,.. 

t  i  > 
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...    Co.  G, 

Anderson  ville .    .  . 

.    18th  Sept., 

1864. 

Andersonville .    .  . 

.    8th  Oct., 

mi. 

Nicliolas  Twisden 

.    .    .    Co.  G, 

Andersonville .    .  . 

.    2Gth  Sept., 

18G4. 

Samuel  H.  Doliber  . 

...    Co.  G, 

Florence,  S-  C.    .  . 

.    12th  Nov., 

1864. 

Samuel  J.  Goodwin  . 

...   Co.  G, 

Fort  Albany   .    .  . 

.    14th  Sept., 

1801. 

William  M.  Johnson 

...    Co.  G, 

Spottsylvania  . 

.    10  th  May, 

1864. 

...    Co.  G, 

Spottsylvania  . 

.    19  th  May, 

1864. 

William  Tindlov  .  . 

...    Co.  G, 

Spottsylvania .    .  . 

.    10th  May, 

1864. 

Andrew  Maddisou  . 

...   Co.  G, 

Petersburg  .... 

22d  June, 

1864. 

Archelaus  S.  Koss  . 

...    Co.  G, 

T'eters^burg  .... 

.    ISth  June, 

1SG4. 

Benjamin  F.  Rounder 

...    Co.  G, 

Beverly,  N.  J.     .  . 

31st  Oct., 

1864. 

Wilson  H.  Russell,  3d 

Co.  G, 

Florence,  S.  C. 

8th  Dec, 

1864. 

John  II.  Savory  .  . 

...    Co.  G, 

Fort  Albany   .    .  . 

31st  Oct., 

1862. 

Archibald  Sinclair  . 

...    Co.  G, 

Sumpter  .... 

18th  Au<;., 

1864. 

...    Co.  G, 

Florence,  S.  C 

4th  INIay, 

1864. 

Benjamiif  1).  Swasey 

.    .    .    Co.  G, 

jNIarblehead    .    .  . 

IGih  July, 

1864. 

Philip  A.  Sweet,  Jr. 

...    Co.  G, 

Washinglou    .    .  . 

12th  Nov., 

1864. 

William  B.  Sweet  . 

,    .    .   Co.  G, 

Cliarlestown    .    .  . 

3d  Oct., 

1864. 

Burrill  Witham    .  . 

...    Co.  G, 

Florence,  S.  C    .  . 

5th  Feb., 

1864. 

.    .    .    Co.  G, 

I'etersburg  .... 

22d  June, 

]864. 

Michael  B.  Graves 

.    .    .    Co.  M, 

Marblehead    .    .  . 

Olbt  i-'CC, 

J  O'J-i. 

.    .    .    Co.  M, 

Washington   .    .    .  . 

5th  July, 

1864. 

Second  Heavy  Aktilleky. 

^V^iIlialn  Bessom  .  . 

.    .    .    Co.  II, 

Andersonville.    .  . 

^□iii  Dept., 

-LOIJtJt. 

Nicholas  Bes^om  .  . 

.    .    .    Co.  H, 

Andersonville .    .  . 

3d  Sept., 

1864. 

Thiku  Heavy  Aktillery. 

.    .    .    Co.  C, 

Washington    .    .  . 

lOfh  Ri->rif 
i-uiU  ioej>L., 

1864. 

.    .    .   Co.  H, 

Andersonville  . 

2r)th  Aug., 

1864. 

FouRTJi  Heavy  Ap.tilleuy. 

George  W.  Ramsdcll 

.    .    .    Co.  A, 

Fort  Williams .    .  . 

21st  Feb., 

3865. 

Bartholomew  Cahill . 

.    .    .    Co.  A, 

Fort  Barnard  .    .  . 

22d  Jan., 

1865 

FiKST  Massachusictts  Cavaliiy. 

Alexander  S.  Standley,  Jr  

Washington    .    .    .  . 

29th  Sept., 

1862 

Fifth  Massachusetts  Batteky. 

Portsmouth  Grove   .  . 

25th  Aug., 

1864. 

TWENTV-riFTH    MlCIHGAX  ReGIMKNT. 

Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

30th  March,  18G3. 

SiXTY-T7ni:D  Xkw  Yokk  Ri:gime>'T. 

Peter  Welsh    .    .  . 

.    .    .    Co.  K, 

Gettysburg     .    .    .  . 

3d  July, 

1863. 

Ninei'ei;ntu  Im>ia\.\  lv*i;<;i^n:NT. 
Samuel  M.  Goodu  in,  Seiv,i.  .    Co.  I,    Port^uiuuth  Grove   .    .    4th  Nov.,  1861 
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FiKST  Califoknia  Rkgimknt. 

Daniel  B.  Ilaikell,  Capt.  .    .    Co.  K,    Fort  Craig,  New  Mexico,  8tli  May,  1SG5. 

First  Massachusetts  Regimki^t. 

William  A.  McCormick    .    .    Co.  G,    Washington    ....  2d  Dec,  1862. 

Second  KEonrENT. 

Robert  C.  Cahill  Co.  C,    Cedar  Mountain  .    .    .  9th  Aug.,  1S6-2. 

Jolin  Hines  Co.  C,    Cedar  Mountain  .    .    .  9th  Aug.,  181)2. 

William  Donovan     ....    Co.  C,    "Washington   ....  28th  Aug.,  1SG2. 

Thomas  Brown  Co.  II,    Antietani   ...        .  17th  Sept.,  18tJ2. 

EumiJi  Regiment,  Isl.  V.  M. 

WiHiam  E.  Philips,  Corp.     .    Co.  C,    Bixton   10th  July,  18G-3. 

James  Keith  Co.  C,    Baltimore   2d  Nov.,  18o4. 

Nicholas  Bartlett,  .Jr.    .    .    .    Co.  C,    P.allimore   17th  July,  1863. 

John  Grani  Co.  C,    Bo^ion   22d  July,  1SC3. 

Kdwaril  ,Suiethur<t   ....    Co.  B,    Baltimore   Kith  July,  186-3. 

Michael  llennessy    ....    Co.  B,    r^farblehead     ....  31st  Aug.,  1801. 

John  H.  Butman  .    ....    Co.  C,    ^Farblehead    ....  21st  Nov.,  18G4. 

NiNTii  Regiment. 

Williani  Pea.-hy  Co.  II,    Wilderness     ....  4th  May,  1864. 

John  R.  Goss  Co.  G,    Laurel  Hill     ....  12th  May,  18G4. 

Eleventh  R  r.  g  i  m  e  n  i  '  . 

John  Ingalh  Co.  K,    Fahnouth,  Va.     .    .    .  17th  Feb.,  1863. 

Daniel  S- -Millctt  Co,  i:.    near  Gettysburg  .    .    .  11th  July,  1863. 

•  TwEM  TH  Regiment. 

William  II.  Bartoll,  2d     .    .    Co.  K,    Washington    ....  1st  July,  1864. 

F 1 1 "  T  E ! ;  N  r  F  r  R  e  g  i  m  e  x  t  . 

John  .Sullivan  Co.  T,    Washington    ....  16th  Dec,  18G3, 

S I X  T 1  ! .  M  J  r  R  E  ( ;  T  M  !  ■:  N  T . 

John  II.  Vroudiin,  1st  Lieut.  .    Cn.  F,    Wihicrncss     ....  6th  :\Lay,  ]S64. 

Nalhani- 1  S.  Gil!..y  .    .    .    .    Co.  B,    Fn-verly  Ford,  Va.   .    .  16th  Sept.,  18ll3. 

C.  nr_;.' s  Co.  C,    RichinMiid   27th  Dec,  1864. 

Richard  W .  ('hapuian  .    .    .    Co.  I",    Chanccilorsville  .    .    .  3d  May,  1S63. 

.Skventi;kntii  Regim ent. 

Francis  11.  Rathburne..    .    .    Co.  1  >.    New  York   12th  April,  186.5. 

r!,;ir'..-^  II.  l-li:it  Co.         Nrvhcrn   10th  Nov.,  1S62 

M.. .'i  Ca-'^y  r,..  If.    ArbTM^nvihe-.    .    .    .  2d  Aug.,  ISnI. 

Ni\i.,  !  I  N  Ml  b'i;r. l^M;^■r. 

l''-;.r  « .  C".        .\n:i::itn   17tli  Sept., 
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M  KDat'l  AIcLov  . 

ash i n <^ton    .    .  . 

.    26th  Aug., 

]S'.2 

Jacob  II.  Alloy    .    ,  . 

.    .    Co.  11, 

A\'ashin<,^ton    .    .  . 

.  12th.AIarch,lS(;-2 

Jo^eph  H.  Collyer    .  . 

.    .    Co.  !i. 

Poole-^ville,  T^Id.  .  . 

.    1.5th  Nov., 

18G1 

Gardner  Goodwin     .  . 

.    .    Co.  H, 

Georgetown,  Ya. 

.    Gth  Jan., 

38G3 

Ptichard  S-  Gardner  .  . 

.    .    Co  11, 

Ale.xandria     .    .  . 

.    yth  Oct., 

18f;3. 

Kobert  Grieve .    .    .  . 

.    .    Co.  M, 

Savage  Station   .  . 

.    Gth  July, 

1SG2. 

Tlionias  Oliver    .    .  . 

.    .    Co.  11, 

Anderson  ville .    .  . 

.     21st  Crt., 

18u4. 

Thomas  Kelley    .    .  . 

.    .    Co.  A, 

Getty:iburg-     .    .  . 

.    3d  July, 

1803. 

T\vi:>-rv-FiKST  li i:ui.m i:nt. 

John  Donovan     .    .  . 

.    .    Co.  D, 

Cedar  Mountain  .  . 

.    9tli  Aug., 

18G2. 

John  Flynn  .  . 
Ambrose  Goss 


T\vi;NTY-.sb;co.Nn  Pk(;im i:nt. 
Co.  A,    Froderieksburg  • 
.    Co.  Iv,    IJurrison's  Landing 

T W]-:  N T  Y -T  }I  I  r.T)  P K I  >i  !•: N T . 


Gth  May,  18G4. 
28th  July,  18G2. 


Thomas  Pussell,  Copt.  . 

Co. 

L 

Xewbern  

8th  Dec, 

3  802. 

John  Goodwin,  Jr.,  1st  Lieut 

Co. 

Poanoke  Island  .    .  . 

8th  Feb., 

LS02. 

Gamaliel  H.  M(U>e,  Sergt. 

Co. 

1', 

Poanoke  Inland  •    .  . 

inth  Feb., 

1802. 

William  Terhune,  Sergt.  . 

Co. 

H, 

Hampton,  Va.     .    .  . 

IGth  Dec, 

1802. 

John  Shaw  

Co. 

l^, 

Poanoke  Island  . 

8th  Feb., 

1802. 

Thomas  J.  Peach,  Jr.    .  . 

Co. 

B, 

Drowned  off  Ft.  Monroe, 

7th  Se{)t., 

1804. 

Pichard  Caswell  .    .    .  . 

Co. 

P>. 

Xewbern  

4th  Sept., 

1SG3. 

John  C.  Crominett   .    .  . 

Co. 

P, 

Hampton,  ^'a. 

23d  May, 

1804. 

Theodore  Wormsl,<3ad  . 

Co. 

P. 

Drur\-\s  Bluff  .... 

IGth  May, 

1804. 

T^Y^;^•TY 

-rou);Ti i  Pegim  i;n t. 

Francis  E.  L/eson  .    .  . 

Co. 

P, 

Permuda  Hundred  .  . 

21st  Aug., 

18G4. 

Kicijard  H.  Martin   ,  . 

Co. 

P. 

30th  June, 

1804. 

T\vi:NT\ 

•i:u 

iiTir  Pkgi.mext. 

Wiliiam  J.  Bartlctt  .  . 

.  Co. 

F. 

3Iarblehead  .... 

11th  Aug., 

3  804. 

William  O'Xeill,  Corp. 

Co. 

c, 

Bull  Pun  

30th  Aug., 

1802. 

Tn  1 1 ;  r  1 1 ;  T  H  P  i :  ( ;  i  m  i ;  n  t  . 

Henry  T.  Pennard   .    .  . 

Co. 

A, 

"Winchester  .... 

19th  Sept., 

18G4. 

TinuTY 

)M)  pKCilMKNT. 

William  P.  Brown,  2d  Ser^ 

Co. 

F.. 

I'airfax  Seminary  . 

15th  Sept., 

38G2. 

Pichard  3.  T.  Laskey  . 

.  Co. 

C, 

Laurel  Hill      .        .  . 

12th  ^Liy, 

1SG4. 

Samuel  S.  Martin     .  . 

.  Co. 

Falmouth,  Va.    .    .  . 

10th  Dec, 

18G2. 

Daniel  J.  Pngan  .    .  . 

.  Co. 

F.. 

Laur.dllill  

12th  May, 

3804. 

Christian  Dorien  .    .  . 

.  Cu. 

(i. 

IV'-'i-^burg  

ISih  June, 

]Si;l 

'1 

';!Ii:t\ 

siw  Ki  <.i  .m!;nt. 

J-'ha  1".  Green     ,    .    .  . 

1-, 

^..'i-i.ury,  X.  C.  .    .  . 

l.j.h  Dec, 

1804 
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FOKTIETH  KkGIMENT. 

Jolni  M.  Brown,  Sergt. ...    Co.  K,    Hampton,  Ya.     ...  3d  Nov.,  1864. 

William  Brown,  Sergt.  .    .    .    Co.  K,    Baltimore   11th  March,  ISOo. 

William  H.  Carney  ....    Co.  B,    Folley  Island,  S.  C  .    .  19th  Sept.,  1S03. 

FlKTY-THIKD  RkCIMENT. 

William  Wooldrcdge    .    .    .    Co.  A,    Port  Hudson  ....  14th  June,  ISGo. 

Unitki)  States  Navy. 

Thomas  W.  Steven?,  Fnsign  .    Ship  Pontiac,  Port  Poyal     .    .  19th  .7a*n.,  ISijo. 

William  T.  Adanis   ....    Ship  Huron,  Marblehead .    .    .  20(h  Oct.,  mV-i. 

William  B.  Hubbard     .    .    .    Ship  Cumberland   8th  March,  1802. 

Jonathaii  S.  Blaney  .    .    .    .    Ship  Saratoga,  Doeboy  Sd,  Ga.,  .31st  Jan.,  ISoo. 

Benjamin  L.  (iloutman  .    .    .    Ship  Ino,  at  sea   18th  Dt'c.  istil. 

John  Curtis  Ship  Western  World,  New  York,  July.  18i;2 

Sk VKXTKl ',N']  II    EEG niENT. 

Samiiol  A.  Doliher,    .    .    .   Audorsonville  ;  18(>4:. 


WAR  OF  1812  —  15. 

Marblehead  men  and  lads  on  board  public  and  private  armed  vessels. 
From  -the  tiles  in  the  archives  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  "\Yasli- 
ington,  D.  C. : 


Jacob  Ashton,  flotilla. 
Joseph  Andrews, 
HenjaiJiin  Abbot.  1). 
John  Antliony,  J lattlesnake. 
Samuel  Ashton.  llotilla.  D. 
Jolin  Adams,    jjrivateer  Thorn. 

D.  Frigate  Constitution, 
Samuel  Anderton,  quartermaster, 

Frigate  Constitution. 
Felix  Alexand<'r,  jirivateer  Thorn. 
Thomas  II.  Achims. 
Tliomas  Adams. 

Ambrose  Allen,  Rattlesnake  and 

p  r  i  V  a  t  e  e  r  A 1  e  X  a  n  d  e  r . 
Samuel  ii.  Anderton. 
William  Arbtmcle,  llotilla. 
Isaac  Atkins,  llotilla. 
St.'[di.'n  Abbott,  Con>(itutinn.  ]). 

'i'llo■M:i^   i;i>'Ad-l!.  l^d.  1 1 : 1  M  h  •  M  !  11  k .  • . 

I'h'iii,;!-.    i;i!ll:i;ui.    l' ail  ii>t  \  en. 
sclioonei'  Lyon. 


Joseph  Atkins,  flotilla.  Wounded 
in  action  of  the  Wasp. 

William  Asiilon. 

Joseph  Adams. 

William  Allen,  llotilla. 

Benjamin  Andrews,  captain  Ori- 
ent.   St.  J. 

Samuel  1^.  Adams,  privateer  Tom- 
ahawk. IT. 

John  2\shton,  privateer  Sword- 
fish. 

William  Atkins. 

James  Andrews. 

Joseph  Anthony,  L\h 

Kichard  Alexander. 

IJichard  Arnirod,  Constitution. 

Nicholas  Ashton. 

I )ani<d  Apidcton,  Frolic. 

Tlioui'is  r.ari  1.  tt.  1). 
Klcbar.l  I>r^-)m.  11 
Fliilip  Hessom.  II. 
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Samuel  Blackler,  privateer  Thorn. 
D. 

John  Waitt  Bray,  flotilla. 
Eli  Bartlett. 
William  Bartlett. 
Nicholas  Bessoni,  flotilla. 
David  Brimblccomb. 
Thomas  Bartlett. 

Francis  Bm'gee,  privateer  Thorn. 

Jeremiah  Bowden,  privateer. 

Kobert  Blair.  I). 

Joseph  P.  Brown. 

John  Beal,  flotilla,  N.  Y. 

Michael  B.  Bessom,  privateer. 

Nicholas  Bessom,  Jr.,  flotilla.  D. 

Frederick  Ilendrick  Bliss.  D. 

John  Bailey,  flotilla.  P. 

Tliomas  Bailey,  Constitution. 

William  Bowden,  privateer.  D. 

John  Blair. 

George  l^artlett,  Capt. 

Thoinas  Martin  Bowen.  flotilla. 

William  Burgee,  privateer. 

John  Benson. 

Abljah  Bartlett. 

John  Battis. 

Thomas  Barker. 

John  Bruce,  Jr.,  privateer  Rattle- 
snake. D. 
John  Bassett,  2d. 
Edmund  Brooks,  2(1. 
David  Blair. 

William  Bartoll,  2d,  D. 

Samuel  Brimblecomb,  2d.  D. 

Glover  Broughton,  privateer 
America. 

Jolm  Broughton,  privateer  Al- 
fred. D. 

Norman  Broughton.  D. 

Nicholson  Broughton.    St.  J. 

John  r>assett.  D. 

Benjamin  Blair.  D. 

Amos  r>rown.  D. 

Nathaniel  ('ba]aiian.  A intM'ica. 
St''p!H'n  (.'hai.iiKiTi,  .Jr.,  ihnilla. 


Samuel  Brown. 
Samuel  Blair,  flotilla. 
Philip  Bessom,  Jr.  D. 
Stephen  Blancy. 
Edward  or  Edmund  Brooks,  flo- 
tilla. 

John  Boden,  privateer  Thorn. 
David  Bruce,  privateer  Thorn. 
Joseph  Bates.  D. 
Edward  Bro^^"n.  C. 
Joseph  Brown.  D. 
Philip  Bessom,  flotilla. 
Thomas  Brown,  flotilla. 
Samuel  Bancroft.  ' 
John  Bunyan. 
James  Bowden,  flotilla. 
Francis  Bowden. 

Francis  Burnham,  Capt.,  priva- 
teer. A. 

Joseph  liarker,  2d. 

Stephen  Blaney.  D. 

Francis  Bridge,  privateer  Spit- 
fire. D. 

William  Brooks. 

Bobert  Burridge.  D. 

George  B.  Bartlett,  privateer.  D. 

Philip  Brimblecomb,  lost  one  arm,  - 
Constitution. 

Seward  I'rimblecomb,  privateer. 

John  Bubier.    U.  S.  N. 

William  Boden.    U.  S.  N. 

Philip  Bridges. 

John  Bessoni,  privateer  Alfred. 
Benjamin  Bovren,  privateer  Al- 
fred. 

Benjamin  Bowden,  2d,  privateer. 
D. 

William  lirown,  pivateer  Alfred.  D. 
Eli  P.rown,  U.  S.  N.  D. 
Joseph  Bruce,  privateer  Battle- 
snake.  D. 
David  Bruce,  Jr.,  flotilla. 
Stilhuan  Brown,  AVcll licet.  D. 

';r,:is  ( '( .iirt  i^. 
j]!/.Mu'/i  i   llrooks  Cloulman,  ]iri- 
v;Ueers  Alexamlcr  and  Thorn. 


sua  V 
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William  Caswell,  privateer  Amer- 
ica. D. 
'  Thomas  Cniif .  D. 

Thomas  Calley,  Schooner  David 
Porter.  D. 

Francis  Courtis,  T>. 

Samuel  Carroll,  privateer  Al- 
fred. I). 

George  Cloutman,  privateer 
Swordfisli,  C.  • 

Samuel  Chinn.  D. 
,  William  Crulf,  llotilla. 

Lewis  CrutT,  D. 

Isaac  Clon:j;h,  privraecr  Mont- 
gomery. C. 

Kobert  Cloutman. 

Ivohert  Clout uKin,  Capt.,  privateer 
Sword  lish.  D. 

John  (;.  Cowell,  frigate  Essex. 

William  Clothey.  D. 

Ephraiiu  Chambei-s,  nuartermas- 
trr  Constitution. 

William  Chambers. 

George  Chinn,  privateer  Alfred. 

Tobias  Cruff. 

.lohn  Chf'vt'r,  Jose]>]i  Cheever, 
brotlu'i-s.  Constitution.  Killed 
in  action  with  the  Java. 

Joseph  (  luthey. 

Joln)<\'i>h.  1). 

lletior  Cowell,  gunner  Ccnstitu- 
t  ioii. 

John  ( 'andU'r.  master's  mate,  Con- 
>t  it  HI  ion. 

David  Cbapiiian.  piivaterr  Alt'red. 

Michael  (\irbt-tt,  jtrivaleer  Al- 
fred. I). 

Samuel  Dcubl.  2d,  S]atlirc.  D. 
I'.Mcr   Dix.-y.    liotilla.     Lost  by 
upM'Uing  (it  a  boat.  ]<\4,  D. 
J..b.n  Dix'-y.  ;'otil!a.    1  >. 
S.i:i:;;.'i  1 »; -1;:. ...     I ). 
ic      :  ■  !.'•  \  -  I  •■:;\. 

i.'!  .'  .i!'t  !  ',ar.         .  ;    a.  I'l-iva!.  .t 

'l".:i>l  <.l. 

Jo^.-.i,  D^.lib.T.  i). 


John  Cole,  privateer  Alfred.  D. 
Joshua  Coombs,  privateer  Alfred. 
Michael  Coombs,  D. 
Elias  Chambers,  privateer.  D. 
James  Campbell,  l^attlesnake. 
Alexis  Chairmel,  flotilla.    St.  J. 
Samuel  Clongh. 

William  Calley,  liotilla.  Alfred. 

William  Conway,  tlotilla,  lost  on 
sloop-of-war  Wasp. 

Thomas  P.  Caswell. 

John  Curtis,  llotilla.  Portsmoutlu 

John  Clothy,  privateer  Enter- 
prise. D. 

John  Clough,  privateei'  Thorn. 

Michael  Can-oil. 

Charles  Chadwick. 

Joseph  Cloutman.  D. 

Thomas  Cloutman. 

Kichard  Caswell,  privateer.  ■ 

George  IL  Ciapp,  Charlestown, 
Mass.  D. 

Seth  Crowell,  East  Dennis.  D. 

William  Curtis. 

Devereux  Chapman. 

Thomas  Cloutman,  Capt.,  priva- 
teer 1-yon. 

John  Chapman,  (Frenchman) 
privateer. 

Richard  L.  Caswell,  Capt.,  flotilla. 

John  Caswell. 

John  Chapman  (^Xobot). 

Samuel  Chajmian,  2d,  tlotilla. 

William  Clark,  Constitution. 

Porter  Clark. 

AVilliam  Cleverly.  D. 

Denjamin  Devereux.  D. 
Tlioma>  I)(diber. 
Thomas  Doliber,  Jr. 
T!i(^n!n>  Dennis,  tlotilla. 
r.«  !ii:ui:in  Di  iiJii--. 
\\  ii!;am  I  ).>:i!ier.  I'otiMa. 

(  'm!  nrlli;.   1  )o,|,i.   -.1.       Pui  -lMMll'll. 

Ward  Dixey.  llotilla. 
John  1  )nuy, 
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Thomas  P.  Doliber.  D. 
Thomas  Dixey,  privateer  Thorn. 
John  ])olibcr.  D. 
William  Davis,  2d.  D. 
Archibald  S,  Dennis. 
Pachard  L.  Doliber,  flotilla. 
John  D.  Dennis,  flotilla. 
Peter  Dixey,  2d,  flotilla. 
Samuel  Dodd,  flotilla.  D. 
William  Dennis.  D. 
Benjamin  S..  Doliber,  privateer 

George  Little.  D. 
.lohn  Dow,  privateer  Alfred. 
James  DoliU'er.  D. 
Jonas  Dennis,  2d. 
Jolni  Davis,  x>rivateer  Alfred.  D. 
Edward  H.  Dixey,  flotilla. 

James  Eastland.  D. 
Iiicliard  Eaton,  flotilla. 
William  Ellenwood.  0. 
Ephraim  Eustis,  privateer.  D. 

Joseph  .Furness,  quartermaster. 
Constitution. 

Nicholas  Florence,  seaman,  Con- 
stitution. 

William  Fredei'ick,  Chesapeake.  ] ). 

Francis  F  r  c  e  to.    I) . 

Jame;s  Francis.  D. 

John  Fletcher,  Jr..  privateer.  1). 

James  Freeto,  America,  Grand 
Turk.  D. 

William  Follett,  privateer.  C. 

John  Fletcher,  flotilla. 

CTCorge  Francis,  (  colored  )  flot  illa. 

Chandler  Flagg,  M.  D.,  privateer 
Thorn. 

Charles  Florence.  D. 

John  Florence. 

John  A.  Ft'lton. 

Oliver  Francis,  privateer  Alfred. 

Amo«  ( irandy.  C, 
Eilu  in  <  iardiitT.    1 ).. 
.]()!in  ( ..  (;;itclit'il.  I\ 
Natlianii.'l  (;rii>h,  i)riv,atM'r 
(irowkr.  1). 


AYilliam  Doliber,  boatswain,  pri- 

teer  Lyon. 
John  Dennis,  John  Adams. 
Ezekiel  Darling,  privateer  and  L^. 

S.  N. 

Francis  ]Joliber.  D. 

Cornelius  Dodd.  D. 

John  Duma,  privateer.  D. 

Joseph  Dixon.  ^ 

John  Doak. 

Joseph  ])unkin. 

Thomas  Deimis.  2d,  flotilla. 

Jonas  Dennis,  od. 

Ambrose  Dodd. 

John  Dixey,  Capt.    M.  &  A. 

Peter  Dixey,  Jr. 

Ptichard  Eaton,  Jr.,  privateer. 
Thomas  Emerson. 
John  Eborns. 

Ebenezer  Evans,  Macedonian. 

AYilliam  Francis,  privateer. 
Charles  Florence,  Jr. 
David  Florence,  John  Adams. 
Thomas  Felton,  flotilla. 
Sanuiel  Foss,  privateer.  D. 
John  Fletcher,  privateer  Spitfire. 
D. 

AVilliam  Fletcher.  D. 

Xathaniel  Follett. 

Bartholomew  Francis. 

Thomas  Follett,  flotilla. 

Charles  Florence,  2d. 

Lsaac  Fn  eman  of  Welllieet. 

George  Foster,  privateer  Alfred.  D, 

Timothy  Fowler  of  Manchester.  D. 

Jacob  Fowler  of  3Ianchester.  D. 

John  Freeto,  schooner  Ticonder- 
oga.  Wounded  at  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 

^VilliaIll  (ireen,   flotilla,  X.  Y. 

-■^tat  ion. 
•loM  t.h  \V.  Gir'Mi.  D. 
.bdm  Ji.  Graves.  America. 
Samuel  Graves.  D. 


^yt/;vt..^  ^:)c^.,^u}'i  i^;nlil(ff 
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Thomas  Green,  scliooner  Lyon. 

David  Gilbert,  privateer  xVlfred. 

"William  Goss,  llotilla. 

Samu-el  Glover. 

Joseph  Grush.  D. 

Lewis  Girdler,  privateer.  H. 

"William  Good^vin,  privateer.  II. 

Eleazer  Graves,  flotilla.  H. 

Thomas  Griisli,  Jr..  llotilla.  B. 

Michael  (irusli,  Hotilla,  Industry 
and  Enterprise. 

Thomas  Gregory,  llotitla.  Gali- 
nipper. 

Edward  Grace. 

Benjamin  Gardner. 

Thomas  Garney. 

James  Garney,  tlotilla. 

Ebenezer  Graves,  4th,  llotilla. 

Jesse  Goss,  U.  IS.  N. 

Samuel  Green. 

William  Upton  Geori,^e.  D. 

John' Grant. 

Thomas  (irant. 

Ivicliard  Girdler. 

Richard  Girdler,  Jr. 

Benjajnin  Goldsmith. 

Douty  Gerrels,  Wellfleet,  Cape 
Cod.  I). 

ThoiVias  Gilbert,  2d,  Constitution. 

Kobert  W.  (^rush.  Constitution. 

John  Goss,  Constitution. 

Joshua  Goss.  D. 

John  N.  Glo^'er.  1). 

John  Girdler.  U. 

Benjamin  Calc.  I). 

Natlu'uiael  fJouldsmith,  Battle- 
snake.  D. 

Thoinas  Iloman,  seaman,  Con- 

sritntion. 
William  Humphrey. 
Eilu ard  ]ium])hi'ey. 
J<.b  liiiiil.  I). 

N.i;li,lT;i,.l  HoliK-in.  I). 

W  :  !1  i.'.  M)  1  laniMM!;,:,  ( 'apt.,  ]'Vi\  a- 
,    tiM'r  Tli.M-ii. 

Kd.ward  IliUnan,  An\erira.  1). 


Bichard  Goss,  privateer  Alfred.  D. 
Ezekiel  Goss,  privateer  Thorn. 
John  Garney,  privateer  Thorn. 
John  Glover.  A. 
Benjamin  Graves,  privateer  Alfred. 
William  Green,  flotilla,  X.  Y. 
Station. 

George  Goss,  flotilla,  X.  Y.  Sta- 
tion. 

Thomas  Grush,  prize  master,  pri- 
vateer Alfred.  1). 

John  Goodwin,  privateer  Curlew. 

Samuel  Goodwin,  privateer  Cur- 
ie \y . 

Samuel  IT.  Green,  pilot,  Constitu- 
tion. 

William  Gilley,  schooner  Dolphin. 
Christopher  Grant.  D. 
Edward  Giles,  privateer  Amer- 
ica. I). 

John  IL  Grush,  privateer  Growl- 
er. D. 
William  Grant.  D. 
Jonas  Goodwin,  flotilla. 
Samuel  Gale. 

Ambrose  Garney,  privateer  Cur- 
lew. H. 

John  Goss,  Constitution. 

E])enezer  Grilfin,  privateer.  D. 

Lewis  Girdler,  od,  flotilla,  X.  Y. 

Samuel  S.  Grant,  J]erwick,  Me., 
pfivat(M:r  Portsmouth  ]^acket.  D. 

Samuel  Gerry,  privateer  York. 

Amos  Goss  ( impressed  ). 

Thomas  Gilbert,  2d.  D. 

Simon  Gordon, 

Jonas  Glover. 

Jonathan  lloman.  privateer  Polly, 
(roorgc  Hooper,  privateer. 
Benjamin  Hooper,  privateer. 
Ht'ury  llamson. 

\\'i!liam  Human,  privateer  Indus- 
try. 11. 
William  1  [■U!i!!iMn:l.  (  nt. 
Kiriiard  1  i  .'i  inuioiid.  1'. 
John  E.  Hi-gin  of  Wi'lUb-et.  D. 


i<  '   (J         '  .  * 
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William  ITamnioiid,  son  of  captain, 
privateer  Thorn. 

William  Hammond,  Champion, 
privateer  Thorn. 

John  Horn  an.  .  1). 

John  C.  Hamson,  privateer. 

Asa  Hooper,  privateer  Thorn. 

Edward  C.  Honian.  D. 

John  Hubbard.  D. 

John  G.  Hooper,  privateer  Amer- 
ica. 

John  Hooper,  3d,  flotilla,  schoon- 
er Grov,'lcr. 

Amos  Humphrey,  flotilla. 

Amos  Humphrey,  Jr.,  Schooner  In- 
dustry. 

John  Harris. 

Joseph  ^y.  Hammond. 

Edward  Hammond,  liotilla.  T). 

Edward  Hiller.  flotilla.  D. 

Samuel  Hiller,  flotilla. 

Joseph  A.  Hooper.  D. 

Benjamin  Hawkes,  privateer  Al- 
fred. D. 

Joseph  Ingalls. 
John  Ingalls,  privateer  Thorn. 
Iiobert  Ireson,  liotilla.  D, 
William  P.  Ire.^on,  flotilla. 

James  Jones,  seaman,  Constitu- 
tion. 

Francis  Y.  Jones,  privateer  Spit- 
fire. D. 

William  W.  Johnson,  privateer. 
D. 

John  Jarvis,   privatt-er  Spittire. 
T). 

Peter  Jacox,  privateer  Thorn.  D. 

AVilliam  Knight. 

John  Kiiight. 

Andrew  Kjiowland.  T). 

Samuel  Kiiapp,  .Vmoriea.  T). 

Jaiiurs  K'flly.  lu  iv  ;itr.  r.  ]). 

.tin's  iii;'ic.  (  (.;,-■  iniiii'!!, 
^.|  !!i,ici  i\  iiciiiiis. 

Jaiii.'>  KiiowUuiil,  prixatm  r  'I'liorn. 


Joseph  Iloman. 

John  High,  Constitution. 

John  Holden,  privateer  Thorn.  D. 

John  Holden,  Jr.,  Frolic. 

John  HaAvkes,  privateer  Thorn. 

John  Hammond,  privateer  Thorn, 

Thomas  Hiller,  flotilla. 

Philip  Hooker. 

Edward  Hammond,  2d,  privateer 

Alfred.  1). 
Philip  Homan. 

Francis  Horton,  privateer  zilfrcd. 

George  Horton,  Frolic.  D. 

George  Hilliard,  flotilla. 

John  Hendlcy. 

William  Harris. 

Samuel  Horton. 

Samuel  Horton,  2d. 

William  Hoojier,  od. 

John  Hachelton. 

Benjamin  Hiller. 

James  I).  Hammond,  wounded  in 
action  with  Java. 

William  Ireson. 
Charles  Innis. 
PiObert  B.  Ireson,  Jr.  D. 
Samuel  Ingalls. 

Francis  Jones,  privateer  Spit  lire. 
D. 

Thomas  Jones. 

Bartholomew  Jackson,  U.  S.  N. 
George  Jackson. 
John  JarN'is,  Jr. 

Christopher     Jordan,  carpenter, 
Frolic.  D. 

George  Knight,  2d,  flotilla.  D. 
William  Kelly.  H. 
William  Kelly,  2d.  I). 
Edward  Knuwland. 
IN'm-v  Kemp,  llotilhi. 
.l-.iiu  Krlly.  1). 

K'o'nT,  ■.•!!. 

Danirl  KimlMll.  ll(»tilhi. 
'I'hoiiias  Knuwland.  (  oust ii uiion. 
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John  Ivindsey. 
Tliomas  Loviss. 
Henry  Loring. 

James  Lyon,  prh-ateer  Tomahawk. 
Thomas  Lyon,  privateer  America. 
John  Laskey,  privateer  Thorn. 
Eleazer  Leach,  privateer  xVlfred. 
D. 

WiHiain  Lyon,  privateer.  D. 
Charles  1).  Lyon: 
AA'illiam  Laskey,  flotilla. 
Xeal  Lemon,  privateer.  D. 
Joseph  Lackey,  i>rivateer.  Died 
in  D. 

I>enjaini]i  Laskey,  flotilla. 

AYilliam   Lackey,   flotilla,  Com. 
LewU.  1). 

John  Lancey,  (killed)  Constitu- 
tion. 

llichard  Lee,  Jr.,  privateer  Alfred. 
]). 

Andrew  Leavitt.  IL 
Joseph  Lindsey,  Capt.,  cutter 
(J  rand  Turk. 

James  Mason,  (piarterinaster,  Con- 
st it  tuiun, 

Tho)iias  >hiin.  sean^an,  Constitu- 
tion. 

John  Milier,  seaman.  Constitution. 
Jost'ph  Mill.-tl,  1'.  .S.  X.  I). 
Jonaii);in  Jk  ]Slason,  privateer.  1). 
(iforp^  M.  l/ank  lM.  I). 
Tlionia<  15.  .Marr.  llotilla, 
Tlionns  Merritl.  privateer. 
Alfxaiul.-r  Nlaleomb.  1).: 
Jolm  Millett,  flotilla. 
Sanmel  Manning,  jnivateer.  T). 
John  Mcl/ard,  iM,  llotilla. 
"William  Mi-adows,  privateer  Al- 
fred. 

.It>-r].,i,  i  rivatt'i  r  John.  I), 

John  Ma;'-\.  I'dliliu. 

Ki.;.'-t  ^la!•^ill,  I'li.  ].!l\at<'er  Alfred. 

'J"ho!l;.i>  MnrM-.  1). 

Al'ialium  Murse.  1). 


William  Laskey,  privateer  Thorn. 
James  Laskey.    Lost  by  upsetting 

of  a  boat  1814.  IL 
Henry  Lane,  privateer  Alfred. 
Xathaniel  Lindsey,  privateer 

Giowler.  D, 
Joseph  Lindsey,  Jr.,  privateer 

Thorn. 

Philip  Lafavour,  privateer  Polly. 
H. 

John  LeCraw,  privateer  Toma- 
hawk. 
John  Lilly,  flotilla. 
Ehenezer  LcCraw,  flotilla. 
Thomas  Loyd. 

William  Leavitt,  privateer  Spit-  ■ 

fire.  D. 
Ifichard  Lee.  H. 
Edmund  Lewis,  Capt.,  privateer 

Tomahawk.  IT. 
Xathaniel  Lindsey,  Jr. 
Thomas  Loyd,  Jr.,  privateer. 
James  I^egrow,  privateer. 
Joseph  Lewis,  Wellfleet,  privateer. 

Piichard  Melzard,  flotilla. 

Thomas  Millett,  privateer  America. 

Francis  Merritt,  flotilla. 

Enoch  ]Nr.  ]Milay,  Essex. 

John  Mitchell,  Constitution. 

Ilughy  Mowett.  pri^  ateer.  II.  D. 

Warren  ^Nloore.  Wayland,  D. 

Lewis  Morris  (  black  ). 

Peter  M:elzard.  I). 

l^artholomew  J.  T^Iartin. 

Steplien  Morse. 

Thomas  Melzard. 

George  Mason. 

."^amuel  Merritt,  flotilla. 

Tlionnis  Mitcliell. 

Mark  Meser\  ey.  IL 

Luke  3Ie-an. 

L:;uiei>  M'Tri't,  Jr.,  privateer 

Polly.  II. 
Tlnniias  Martin. 
Benjamin  Melzard. 
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James  Xicholson.  P. 
Paul  Xewhall.  D. 
Jonas  XicholsQ]].  1), 
Josepli  Notliy. 

William  B.  Orno.  1). 
-lacol)  Oakes,  privateer  Thorn. 
►Saiiinel  G.  Oakes,  privateer. 
Jolni  Orne,  privateer.  D. 
Joshua  Orne. 

Edmund  I'ai-Icer,  (?onstitulion. 
Johji  Patten. 

L'liion  T'att'^n,  privateer  Al- 
fred. T). 

PiOl)ert  l^carson.  ]). 

John  Proetor,  privai.eer  Ameri- 
ea.  D. 

Ezra  Priteliard.  J). 

.lohn  IMtniau,  tlotilla.  I). 

])avi<l  K.  Pi.M'ce.    1).    '  . 

Joshua  Pi-eui  i>s.  - 

.]ohn  K.  Pieniiss.     '  - 

^Villi.-im  Peach,  }ai\areeV  Thorn. 

^Villiani  Proetoi'.  pri.\ateer  Thorn 
and  G  rand  Tiu'k. 

Pliilip  I'aty.  {h^rilla;  I). 

AVi!liam  pon^Iaiid.- -  "  '\ 

Benjamin  Prifhai'd,  privateei' 
"Alfred.    I).  '    \  ' 

John  I'richard.    I).  . 

James  P:uker.  pri\ateer  .Vmerica. 

Xehemiah  Pr,d>!e.    tlotilla.  . 

Xehemiiih  I'rchle,  .1]'.,  privateer 
Amei'ica. 

James  IMeree,  privattM'.r.  Alfred. 

John  I'eeks,  privaicer  Alfred. 

William  Ih'ichai'd.  iirivat-^n-r  Al- 
fred. 

^Villiam  Pitman,  {)riv.itet'r  Alfred. 
Jolm  l*re)ctor.  Jr..  iirixah-cr 
.Vmrrii-a,  .  ■ 


I); 


"William  Xutting,  flotilla. 
John  Nichols,  Xcsv  London, 
Conn.,  privateer  xVctress.  1). 

Geoi'ge  Oakes,  privateer  Grand 

Turk. 
George  H.  Orne. 
Azor  Orne,  schooner  liVon. 
Oliver  Orne,  Calliarine.  [T, 

]]enjamin  Prieliard,  2d.  D. 
Thomas  Powers. 
Thomas  Powers,  Jr. 
lleruert  Priehar<l. 
Ebenezer  Peaeli,  privateer 

Thorn.  JL 
John  Priehard.  2d. 
Thomas  Pedriek.  llotilla. 
John  Paine. 

Jolm  Pierce.    {  lilind.  )  D. 
Jo] 111  Powers. 

Xathaniel  Preble,  privateer  Grand 

Turk.  P. 
A\'altei-  Phillips,  Jr.,  St.  J. 
^VaUer  ITiillips,  piivateer 

TiK'rn.  If. 
J);i)iifl  I'attcn,  ]>rivateer  Thorn. 
(ri-ovi:'}  Pedriek.  ])rivateer 

Thorn.  1). 
John  Peach.    (  Erench,  ) 
BL-njamin  IMtman, 
Pev.-is  Powers,  llotilla. 
John  Praeh,  2(.l. 
Abijali  B,  I'eaeh. 
Josejih  Preble, 
Joint  Proctor.    (  Old  Jack). 
jJenjamin  Peeks, 
Binijamin  Pitman,  2d. 
Cdn•i^lo;>lH■r  I'rfutiss,  llotilla. 
Kwhert'  Pc;uv.., 
l^^-.xar  Pt'vi  re,  AVelllltM-t. 


Bf!i  ianiin 
.\!ir.-d. 


Ku->fi!,  2(1,  privateer 


dim' 
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Francis  Roimdy,  llotilla. 
Thomas  Kouudy,  llotilla,  Ports- 
mouth. 1). 
^Villiam  A.  Picliardson.  I). 
Francis  A.  Koim.dy,  1). 
Lewis  Ivussell,  D. 
Jeremiah  lioiiiidy.  1). 
Stcplicn  C.  Poundy.  D. 
.Joliii  JUisscll,  pi'ivateer  Alfred. 
S;imu.^l  Puss.-ll,.flotilla.  D. 
•  fohn  Pussell. " 
]'et('r  .T.  Pogers.  11. 
Saimu'l  Podgors. 
Nallianiel  Rogers.  D. 
Ambrose  liOgcrs. 
Xai  haiiiol  lioimdy. 
Philip  Pam.^hdl.  " 
Samuel  Poiuidy. 

John  S.  Poad-^,  privateer  Alfred. 
K/.ekiel  llussell,  iirivatecr  Thorn. 
Sanaiel  Polr. 
.lolm  Ti.  lioed. 

\Villiam.Pii<sell,  privateer  Growl- 
er. 1). 

^Michael  C.  Pussell,  privateer  A\- 
freil. 

]jenj;iinin  Pussell,  privateer  Al- 
fred, . 

Samut^l  Striker. 

Niiihaniel  Salkins,  Constitution. 
Stt'phen  Stephens,  Constitution. 
John  Senllon,  Constitution. 
Ahiel  K.  St'.ry,  tlotllhi. 
William  Sijiclair.  Constitution. 
Samuel  .^tone,  Constitution, 
(.eoru^e  !.'.  Symonds,  schooner  In- 

dn<\ ry. 
Francis  Sw.'it.  T). 
'rhomas  Snuv\-,  1st. 
Sans  Siaiidly,  jirivateer  Thorn. 

1>. 

^Vi'ii;l1!;  Ma-'.-y.  iwi\at<'ers  Deca- 
tur -AXi-i  <  ..  oiuo  Liitlv'. 

J-:.a  ^.-'i;.  in.     i  >. 

•John  Sniethur-t.  pii\ateer  Ale\- 
and.-r. 


John  Eamsdell.  D. 

Thomas  Pussell,  flotilla.  Killed 

in  action  of  the  Essex. 
Thomas  Pussell,  Jr.,  llotilla. 
Samuel  Poads,  privateer  Thorn. 
David  Poss,  pi'ivateer. 
Samuel  C.  Poundy,  privateer  and 

flotilla. 

Xathaniel  Pamsdell,  John.  ♦ 
l>enjamin  Pamsdell,  America. 
Francis  A.  Poundy,  2d,  llotilla, 
F^rancis  Pussell,  llotilla. 
Pi  chard  Pussell,  tlotilia. 
Lsaac  C.  Poundy. 
Albin  Pose,  privateer  America. 
Pi  chard  Pencw. 

Robert  M.  Pussell,  privateer  John. 
D. 

Joseph  Poundy,  o6,  privateer.  II. 
George  Poherts. 
Peter  Penuff. 

James  Pvamsdell.  2<1,  flotilla. 
Elisha  Pich,  Wellfleet.  D. 
Thomas  P.  Pobertson,  Xew  Or- 
•  leans.  I). 

John  Poundy,  Constitution  and 
Macedonian.  ISI. 


Thomas  Smethurst.  1). 
JJrewster  Stuart,  schooner  Success. 
Samuel  Stacey,  2d. 
Samuel  Stacey,  Jr 
William  Stacey,  2d.  D. 
Osman  C.  Stacey,  i)rivateer  Alfred. 
Alexander  Sinionds. 
Daniel  Symonds,  Ihitei'prise.  IT. 
John  .Symonds,  i)i'ivateer  Alfred. 
D. 

John  Smith. 

John  Story,  ]n-ivateer  Alfred. 

Christi>pher  .Stevens. 

r.eniaiiiin  Sniitli,   (killed)  priva- 

tcei-  M(>mL''>nuM-y. 
.lo-rph  >tvvcn<.  t!u[il!a. 
l'et--r  SaviM-y. 
John  Snow, 
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Joseph  Severy,  privateer  Thorn. 
Samuel  Stone.  D. 
George  Sinionds. 

Xatlianiel  Stacey,  privateer  Thorn. 
John  Smith,  ])riyateer  TJiorn. 
John  Stevens,  flotilla.  C. 
Archibald  Selman.  D. 
Archibald  Sinclair. 
iSlathaniel  Stacey,  flotilla. 
Elijah  J.  C.  Symonds. 
Tliomas  Swan. 

William  Stacey,  Jr.,  privateer 

George  Little.  D. 
Yv^illiam  Strong,  Jr. 
Francis  G.  Sclnian,  D. 
John  Selman,  '2d. 
Benjamin  Stevens,  flotilla. 
Benjamin  Stevens,  Jr.,  tlotilla. 
Samuel  Stone. 
Xathanie]  Stone. 
Joseph  Stone. 

Jonathan  Symonds,  privateer  Al- 
fred. D. 
John  Shirley. 
.Benjamin  Smith. 

Christoplier  Twisden,  Constitutio]i, 

Thomas  Tindley,  schooner  Enter- 
prise. 1). 

Samuel  Tucker.  D. 

John  Tucker. 

Edward  Trefry.  D. 

James  Trefry.  D. 

Ebeuezer  Twisdcn,  privateer 
Thorn.  If. 

Philip  Trashcr,  privateer  Growler. 

John  Trefry,  flotilla,  X.  Y.  Sta- 
tion, privateer  Alfred. 

Isaac  Thayer,  flotilla. 

Isaac  Thayer,  Jr.,  flotilla. 

John  Tishew,  flotilla. 

John  Tishew,  Jr.,  flotilla. 

Samuel  Ti^^li.^v,-.  y^rix  ;i.tecr  Alfred. 

Sttphen  'J'Wi.st,  i»rivateer  Go^:-- 
iimre. 

Jo.si;ih  N  .  Thomas,  killed  in  action 
of  tlie  Essex. 


Edward  Scores. 

James  Snow,  privateer  Montgom 
cry.  D. 

Samuel  Swasey,  privateer  Thorn. 

Nathaniel  Saunders,  privateer 
Thorn. 

John  Spinney. 

John  Stacey. 

Benjamin  Stacey. 

Thomas  Stephens.     V.  S.  X. 
Killed  in  action  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 

Jeremiah  Smith. 

"William  Scobie,  privateer.  D. 

Francis  Stephens,  privateer. 

Samuel  Stiness,  sailing  master  on 
Lake  Ontario. 

Sanmel  Smith,  killed  in  action  on 
Lake  Champlain. 

Samuel  Swett,  Spitfire.  A. 

\Villiam  Strong. 

Benjamin  Smith,  2d,  privateer 

Alfred. 
John  Stevenson,  privateer. 
Kussell  Sheldon. 

William  Thompson,  privateers. 
Growler  and  Alfred.  Wounded 
at  Perry's  victory. 

Benjamin  Tutt. 

James  Tewksbiu-y,  privateer. 

Richard  Tutt,  privateer. 

Andrew  Tucker.  D. 

William  Thompson,  2d,  flotilla. 

James  Tewksl)ury,  Jr. 

Jauies  Trefry,  flotilla. 

Henry  Tufi'ts. 

Thomas  Trefry, 

Bichard  S.  Thompson. 

Samuel  Thompson,  flotilla. 

Xatlianiel  Tucker. 

Xicholas  Tuckrr. 
Trt'fry. 

.b.v..pli  V.  a  rvfry. 

Saiaiis'.I  Tw  i^di'u,  pri\ateer  Toma- 
hawk, n. 
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John  UiHon,  privateer  Thorn.  H. 

Thomas  Yallison. 
John  A'allison,  sailing  master. 
AVilliam  Yickery,  Grand  Turk.  D. 
Thomas  E,  Yickery,  Alfred.  D. 
William  Yickery;  2d,  flotilla  and 
ship  John.  1>. 

Jacob  Waitt,  privateers  Grov.ier 
and  Alfred. 

William  Vv'adden,  privateer  Mont- 
gomery. D. 

Philip  31.  White.  D. 

Benjamin  Wooldredge. 

John  White. 

William  Whippr^n.    li.  and  D. 

Kichard  Wheeler,  privateer  Spit- 
fire. D. 

^^icliola-  Withani,  Spitfire.  D. 

Joseph  Wilson,  privateer  America. 

Geoi'ge  Wilson,  privateer  Toma- 
hawk. 

William  Widger,  privateer  Thorn. 

Kichard  L.  Woodtin,  llotilla. 

Jacob  Wadden,  tlotilla.  ]). 

Piobeit  Wooldredge,  privateer  Al- 
fred. I). 

John  ^\\^oidr^^lge,  in-ivatcer  Thorn. 

John  Y'ooldredge,  Jr.,  privateer 
Grand  Turk.  ^ 

John  \VilIi;u)i.s,  privateer  Alfred. 

Thomas  Widgt'r,  privateers  Ameri- 
ca and  CJrand  Turk. 

William  Wooldredge,  privateer 
Frolic.  D. 

Henry  Waitt. 

.loseiih  Vt'idgcr. 


John  Union,  2d,  flotilla. 

Andrew  Yalentine. 
Benjamin  Yalentine. 
Joseph  Yin  cent. 
Jonathan  A^'alentine. 
Charles  Yeal,  Battlesnakc. 

Benjamin  Wadden,  privateer 
America.    Wounded  action  of 
the  Essex. 

Elias  AVhite,  privateer  Thorn. 

John  Wali^y,  flotilla. 

John  Wells,  flotilla. 

Burrell  Withani. 

Samuel  Gale  Wooldredge,  priva- 
teer Alfred.  D. 
James  Wells. 
John  Widger. 

Isaac  Wadden,  privateer.  D. 
James  Waddeu,  Constitution. 
Benjamin  Wadden,  Jr.,  Essex. 
Thomas  Wooldredge,  Spitfire.  D. 
George  Whippen,  privateer 

Thorn.  II. 
John  Whhe,  Sr.,  flotilla. 
Xathan  Welles,  Lav/rence.  D. 
liichard  Wheeler,  2d.  D. 
Ambrose  AVilliams. 
George  Wilford,  flotilla. 
John  Warren,  flotilla. 
John  Harris  A^'arner. 
Samuel  "Walker. 
Thoinas  Willislon. 

Williston,  (  boy)  flotilla. 
William  Winslow,  flotilla. 


A,  Asliburtou  Prison;  B,  Barbadoes;  C,  Chatham  Prison;  I),  Dart- 
moor Pris<.»i! ;  11,  Halifax  Prison;  M,  Mill  Prison;  P,  Portsmouth;  St.  J, 
St.  .lolin,  X.  F.  Ships  and  schooners  not  specifled  as  i)rivatcers  wert' 
of  the  Fiiiird  States  naw,  as  were  also  the  flotillas. 
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Abbot,  Benjamin,  2-13. 
Aljbot,  Benjamin,  423. 
Abbot,  Captain,  210. 
Abbot,  Capt.  Steolien.  241. 
Abbott,  lion.  Jo^iah  G.,  40S. 
Aborn,  Captain,  2:)2. 
Abraliam,  Woodward,  73.  142,  475, 
528. 

Academy,  ISlarblehead,  2r)2,  200. 
Acauemv,  Naval,  ;.!>•]. 
Adams/.loim,  82,  101,  i:V>,  250, 

251,  272,  ail. 
Adams.  Jo]!n  (}uiney,  203. 
Adams,  Capt.  'Williani  B.,o24,  oo5. 
Aibtms,  Sainnel,  O'^,  120,  272. 
Adams,  William,  1.37. 
Adams,  Captain.  133. 
Adaius,  Capi.  Xatlsanic!,  327. 
Adams,  Senator,  2'.nt. 
Adlam,  ilev.  Samuel,  540. 
Advocate,  People's,  330. 
Ahav.'ayet,  4. 
Aker,  Edward.  70, 
Aleantra,  Micbael,  330. 
Allen,  Ambrose,  338. 
Allen,  l^ev.  B.  K.,  344,  340,  511. 
Allen,  Timothy,  10,  20. 
Allerton,  Isaac,  8,  0,  20, 
Alley,  ]Srary  A.,  3S5.  380. 
Alliance,  Frigate,  225,  221). 
Ames,  Justice,  425. 
Anderson,  Capt.  .lolm  M.,  343. 
Andr6,  Major,  104,  22^. 
Andrew,  Gov.  John  A.,  304,  305. 
Andrews,  Captain,  30t). 
Andrews,  John,  00. 
Andrews,  ]U:x.  Josejib,  528. 
Aii]'b'bL'e,  ]U:\.  James  Kav,  458, 

53.;. 

An].loti-)]i.  Drmii'l.  130.  .\-\  l. 
Ai)plet.'n,  Tl.toma'^.  4!:».  !21.  .j37, 

4  i2.  531. 
Ai»pK'ton,  Williaji).  502. 


Arinstrong,  Thomas  II,,  302. 

Arnold,  General,  181. 

Artiinr,  rresident  C.  A.,  445. 
j   Artillery,  First  ]lea\  v,  30!. 
I   Asliton,""  Philip,  Jr.,  40,  50,  51. 
I  Ashton,  Benjamin,  307. 
j   Ashton,  Mr.,  80. 
I   Ashton.  Susannah,  286. 
!  Associates,  Nanepashemet,  402. 
I  Associates,  Independent,  420. 
I  Association,  Business  Men's,  457, 
I      402.  403. 

!  Association,  Citizen's  Jvelief,  421. 
Association,  General  Glover  Fire, 
345,  340,  420. 
I  Association,  Gerry  Fire,  340,  400. 
Association,  High  School  Alumni,  , 
472. 

Association,  Marblehead  jNIusical, 
428,  421>,  344. 

Association,    Mugford   Fire,'  389, 
345,  428,  437. 

Association,     Marblehead  Free 
School,  501. 

Associalion,    Marblehead  Monu- 
mental, 428. 

Association,  Mugford,  441. 

Association,    Marblehead  Steam 
Fire,  420. 

Association,  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian. 340,  4t»5. 

Atkins.  I<aac,  430,  431. 

Atkins,  Kobert,  224. 

Aiiburv,  LieiUenant,  187. 

An<tin\  .Mr.,  202. 

Avt-nuc,  Atlantic,  415. 

Averill.  J.  K..  33i). 

A.vei'v.  i:<lv,:ird.  437. 
j    A  V.  ry,  Krv.  Jonn.  0.  5!3; 
;   A  vrry,  s.uinud.  3 3' 5,  505. 

j   Bac(m,  Capti'in,  225.  231,  23i>,  242. 
1   Bacon,  h'ev.  F.  S.,  45s,  542. 
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Bacon,  liev.  IJcnry,  544. 

13ailev,  Hev.  13enjamiii   II.,  42S, 

4  U",  44;-,,  5:^(5. 
Bailey,  Cai)t.  John,  313. 
Bailey,  Mary  B.,  483. 
Bailev,  Bev.  Nathan,  542. 
Bainbridge,  Captain,  311,  312. 
Bakor,  Ca])tain,  230. 
]5alch,  Captain,  22S. 
Baldwin,  Colonel,  172. 
Ballard,  Daniel.  400. 
Ballard,  Bvov.  Edv/ard,  531. 
Bancroft,  Capt.  Norman,  210. 
Band,  Marbleliead,  31)2,  3!)0,  421, 

425,  42S. 
Bank,  Cooperative,  452. 
Bank,  Graiid,  331. 
Bank,  Marblehead,  273,  501. 
Bank,  Marhk-head  Savings,  420. 
Barber,  William,  15,  20. 
Barker,  Capt.  George,  205,  2G(5. 
Barker,  John,  178. 
Barker,  Cayd.  Joseph,  223,  273,  274. 
Barker,  Cajit.  Thomas,  221,  204, 

205. 

Barnard,  Bev.  John,  51,  57,  4'.)l, 

509,  510,  514. 
Barnes,  Bobert.  230. 
Barnhill,  Rev.  J.  B.,  537. 
Barr,  Capt.  John,  450. 
Barrows,  liev.  John  II.,  541. 
Bariy,  Capt.,  135. 
Baflholemew,  William,  28. 
Bartlett,  Capt.'iin.  3S2. 
Bartlett,  Cai.t;un,  221. 
Bartlettj  .Capt.  John,  242. 
Bartlett;  E.  X.  .V  Co.,  431. 
BarlleU,  Hannah,  4i;8. 
Bartlett,  .lonalhan,  230. 
Bartlett,  John,  28,  22>^. 
Bartlett,  Be  v.  John,  535. 
Bartlett,  Lawrence.  137. 
Bartlett,  Nieliola^^.  227,  285. 
l>artlett.  Bobert,  2S.  70. 
Bartlett,  William,  2  [:\,  244. 
liartoll,  John,  18,  23. 

I'artoll,  Sanmel,  252. 

Bartoil,  Widow,  l^s. 

J^artoll,  William.  475. 

Bassett,  Jose}>h  i;..  358,  3"30,  300, 
301,  304. 

Bassett,  Willirtm,  00. 

Bateman,  <'hai  lev  H.,  475. 

BatcDian.  .b  lm,  T'l. 

r,a;triy,  T.  iil  ii.  lv>.;. 

15av.  <  takMMi. 

Br'r'li,  <  :iiu.  .I(/hl!.  232,  235. 

I'x-i.d!,  lloman's,  124. 

15,  a.  h.  U'ivcr-  Head,  54,  300. 


Beal,  William,  32. 
Beal,  S.,  28. 
Bean,  James,  230. 
Bean,  William,  210. 
Beauregard,  General,  379. 
Beckford  &  CoiUn,  330. 
Beede,  Capt.  James  K.,  302. 
Belcher,  Governor,  04. 
Bell,  Capt.  Benjamin,  225. 
Bell,  Bev.  S.  Linton,  512. 
Bennet,  Jolm,  8,  13,  14.  ♦ 
Bennet,  Onld,  21. 
Bennett,  Widow,  28. 
Benson,  Capt.  Samuel,  234,  235. 
Benson,  Ca])t.  Thomas,  230. 
Bare,  Philip,  ]2,  13,  14. 
Bernard,  Governor,  SO,  100. 
Besom,  Bhilip,  240. 
Bessom,  Joseph  IJ.,  308. 
Bessom,  Nicholas,  221. 
Bettis,  Quinn,  427. 
Bigelow,  Colonel,  100. 
Bishop,  Captain,  128. 
Bladder,  Capt.  William,  121,  175, 
403. 

Blaney,  Captain,  202. 
Blaney,  David,  327,  331. 
Blaney,  Henry,  330. 
Blaney,  jNlrs.  Mary  W.,  400. 
Blaney,  Stephen,  155. 
Bliss,  C?4)t.,  224. 
Block,  Alierton,  432,  450. 
Block,  Lefavour,  450. 
Block,  Pope's,  431. 
JBlunt,  John,  481. 

Boardman,  Capt.  Francis,  380,  381, 

382,  383,  387,  305. 
Boat  Club,  Bay  View,  445. 
Boat  son.  Widow,  28. 
Boden,  Benjamin,  50,    141,  208, 

200. 

Bolles,  Eev.  ]\latthew,  540. 
P>onaparte,  Napoleon,  204. 
Bond,  Nathaniel,  131. 
Booby,  Christopher,  477. 
Books,  Pree  Text,  424. 
]>ooth,  Kliza.  34. 

Boston  Pri-ate,  200,  201,  202,  203, 
207,  20S,  210,  220,  2:10,  243,  244. 

P>ouden,  Frances,  477. 

Bourne,  Thomas,  28. 

liournc.  Aniliam,  84. 

P.ours,  Bev.  Peter,  ss,  ,524. 

Buwen,  Asblev,  73,  74,  7"),  7*»,  77. 
114. 

Bowen,  N.itli:ni.  (Trial  .1  w- 1 ic' ). 

53.        (IT,  u:>.  V<s       2-t;,  1^-5. 
Liowen,  Nathan,  ;)22. 
1  Lowen,  Caj)!.  William,  230. 
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Bo^v'e^s,  Kev.  Juines,  30(3,  523. 

Bowdoin,  IJniijamhi,  151. 

Bov/dcn,  Francis,  224. 

Bowden,  Jo]ni,  CO. 

Bowden,  Capt,  Joshua  O.,  802, 
313,  3S4. 

Bowden,  Mioliacl,  502. 

Bowdon,  Samuel,  -H>0. 

Bowden,  TliOTiias,  227. 

Bowden,  Vv'ill,  OD. 

Bowerid2;e.  Thomas,  20. 

Bowler,  ^tr.,  200. 

Bo\vler,  JaiMes,  537. 

Bradecn,  Jose]>]i,  225. 

Bradiield,  rioorue,  28. 

Bradford,  C'apt.^  Daniel,  4.52. 

Bray,  Captain,  234. 

Bra}^,  Edmund,  331,  500. 

Bray,  Evelyn,  50(). 

Bray,  John,  244. 

]3reare,  liobinson,  330. 

Brewer,  David,  130. 

Brewer,  Jonatlian,  130. 

Bridge,  AiilIiouv,  137. 

r>ridge,  Ilobert  c!,  453,  454. 

Bridgeo,  Georue,  244. 

Bridgeo,  Philip,  241. 

Bridges,  Bev.  Christopher,  520. 

Brig;  Old,  487. 

Briijgs,  Bev.  Avery,  541. 

Briggs,  Dr.  Calvin,  322,  402. 

Brimblcconi,  rhilip,  307. 

Brlnibleeom,  Samuel.  3(>7. 

Brlmblecomc,  .lolin.  28,  .30. 

Brimblecome,  Nathaniel,  437. 

J>rimbleconie,  Se\ya;-d,  Jr.,  154. 

Broci:,  Saniuel,  24' ». 

Broke,  Captain,  312. 

Brookhouse,  Captain,  234,  230. 

Brooks,  Edmund,  232. 

Brooks,  General,  248. 

Brothers,  Pea  oh,  401. 

Broughton,  Daniel  ]>.  11.,  401. 

Broughton,  I'rederick  A.,  475. 

Broughton,  Capl.  Glover,  384. 

Broughton,  Ca])t.  Horace,  4()7. 

BrougJiton,  Nicholas.  121. 

J'>rouij;hton,  Crrriimodore  Nichol- 
son', 132,  133,  1.34,  ]00,  lOii,  225, 
220,  220,  500. 

Brown,  Benjamin,  302. 

Brown,  licnjamin  P.,  340,  450. 

Brown,  Capiain.  221,  2:'5.  23t). 

Brown,  Ephrai -'^l , 

Brown,  (icd;  ■.  ^^7. 

Ib-ow);,  lIcriM  tt  F..  475. 

Brown,  inrr^a      F.,  5.;,;,  415,  -117. 

Brown,  .John,  -J'-'tl. 

Ihowji,  John  II.,  4;)2,  451. 


Brown,  Jonathan,  432. 

Brown,  Lucretia,  288,  280. 

]h-owti,  Hilary  G.,  437. 

Brown,  ]\rr.,'21. 

Brown,  Natlian,  144. 
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